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Abstract

Most scholars agree that there is a lack of information about Petra and the Nabataeans in the
Arabic sources, particularly in the early Islamic sources where Petra is not mentioned. However,
this article shows that in the period between the diminishing of the Petra dominance in the region
in the 4th, 5th and 6th centuries and the earliest Islamic historians in the 8th century, Petra had no
ruler worthy of mention in the major battles of the Islamic conquests in the second quarter of the
7th century. However, Nabataeans were well known in many of Arabic sources by the name Nabat
and Annbat. The Greek name for Petra was not used but its Nabataean name, Ragmu or ar-Rageem
was well known to the Arabs as a small city carved in rock as one unit, located not so far from
Palestine and close to Ayla (Aqaba). The Holy Qur’an mentions many places in the Arabic peninsula,
Mesopotamia, Egypt and in the Levant including ar-Rageem in surat al-Kahf as a place where the
miracle of the seven sleepers took place.
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