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The North Gate 100 Area
This report will concentrate on the 

excavation activities undertaken in 2012 outside 
the exterior walls of North Gate 100 in Fields 
A and C (FIG. 2). One of the most puzzling 
features at this site is Depression 200, a 5 
m-deep pit feature which begins directly to the 
west of North Gate 100 and extends towards the 
south-west for an additional 25 m. Speculation 
about the nature of this feature has varied 
from a quarry for building stones for the gate, 
to a Roman-Nabataean theater or some kind 
of water storage system. Although the water 
system hypothesis seems the most likely, given 
its juxtaposition with the gate, Depression 200 
could have served as an impediment to attackers 
and been part of the overall defensive system. 
A portion of the casemate wall that surrounds 
the site passes just to the north of Depression 
200 and such a deep hole would have made a 
formidable obstacle for attackers trying to gain 
access to the settlement.

No systematic excavation of Depression 200 
had ever been attempted until the 2012 season 
when two squares were opened at its south end. 
Other than a few surface sherds, and over 1 
m-thick accumulations of wind and waterborne 

Excavations at the site of Khirbat al-
Mudayna on Wādī ath-Thamad (FIG. 1) under 
the direction of P. M. Michele Daviau have 
been ongoing since 19961. The upper portion of 
the site of Khirbat al-Mudayna measures 140 m 
in length by 40 m wide, and is surrounded by a 
sloping glacis approximately 20 m in width. All 
structures excavated to date have been footed 
directly on bedrock. Since 1996 much of the 
work done at the site was carried out on the 
northern end of the site in Fields A and C where 
a 15.5 × 15.5 m, six-chambered gate (Chadwick, 
Daviau and Steiner 2000; Chadwick 2001; 
Chadwick 2009) along with seven in-ground 
silos and a standing stone shrine were exposed 
(Daviau, Chadwick, Steiner and Weigl 2006). 
The silos directly north of North Gate 100 and a 
small temple to the south of the gate, complete 
with libation and incense altars (Daviau, Steiner 
2000), have yielded several inscriptions (Dion 
and Daviau 2000; Weigl 2006). Excavations 
elsewhere on the site have revealed industrial 
activities (Daviau, Chadwick, Weigl et al. 
2012) and evidence of wool-processing and 
weaving, as indicated by hundreds of loom 
weights and limestone washing basins used in 
the production of wool and woven products.
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1. Map showing Khirbat al-
Mudayna on the Wādī ath-
Thamad.

soil deposition, there was no evidence of human 
activities in Depression 200. Five weeks of 
excavation revealed no tool marks on any of the 
exposed surfaces, which is a clear indication that 
Depression 200 was not manually cut into the 
bedrock (FIG. 3). We found no stairways, holes 
or water channels that might indicate its use 
as a reservoir, and there were no quarry marks 
of any kind. Even though much of Depression 
200 remains unexcavated, to date the evidence 
seems to confirm that it was a natural feature 

created uniquely by geological forces in the 
distant past. There is always the possibility that 
it stood empty during the Iron Age II while the 
site was occupied and was never exploited by 
the inhabitants of the settlement.

The Western Rooms
During the 2012 season excavations were 

undertaken on both the western and eastern 
exterior sides of North Gate 100. On the western 
side of the gate (FIG. 4) wall tumble, consisting 
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2. Plan of the North Gate 100 area showing Fields C and A. Arrows indicate areas discussed in this report.


