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1. Khirbat al-Batrawi: Case Study Illustrating
the Birth of a City in EBA Transjordan!
Unexplored until 2004, Khirbat al-Batrawi is a
third millennium BC fortified town and a valuable
case-study of early urbanism in Transjordan (Ni-
gro 2009a), which sheds light on the wider phe-
nomenon of urbanisation in southern Levant (FIG.
1)2. Recently, a number of scholars have claimed
that “neither city nor states” existed in Jordan and
that, during the Early Bronze Age, the region may
have been characterised by heterarchical rather
than hierarchical societies (Philip 2001: 166-168,
2003; Chesson and Philip 2003; Savage, Falconer
and Harrison 2007). This debate has remained at
a theoretical level, while finds and investigations

in the field continue to accumulate new data3. The
discovery of BatrawT allows a new evaluation of
the nature of the relationship between landscape
and human settlement, which gave birth to what we
would refer to as early urbanism in Jordan (Nigro
2009a: 660-662, 2010b).

2. Geomorphological Setting

In the case of Batrawi, its location in respect to an-
cient routes crossing the desert seems significant.
Here, Early Bronze Age settlements and small out-
posts have been identified during a series of sur-
veys* and hint at the existence of an alternative
path to urbanisation which should be investigated
further’. From this perspective, Khirbat al-Batraw1

1T would like to take this opportunity to thank former Direc-
tor Generals, the late Dr Fawwaz al-Khraysheh and Dr Ziad
al-Saad, and all personnel of the Department of Antiqui-
ties of Jordan for the valuable help given to the Khirbat
al-Batrawl excavation and restoration project, especially
Departmental representatives, Romil Ghrayib and Ahmed
Shorma, and colleagues from the Queen Rania Institute of
Tourism and Cultural Heritage at the Hashemite University
of Zarqa’. The author would like to thank the Italian Em-
bassy at ‘Amman, specifically Ambassador HE Francesco
Fransoni and Dr Stefano Stucci, for their co-operation, and
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs - DGPCC, Office
V. Sincere thanks are extended to the academic authorities
of Rome “La Sapienza” University, including the Rector,
Prof. Luigi Frati, the Dean of the Faculty of Humanistic
Sciences, Prof. Roberto Nicolai, and the Director of the De-
partment of Sciences of Antiquity, Prof. Gianluigi Gregori,
who have strongly supported the project’s activities.

2 During the second half of 4th millennium (Esse 1989: 82-
85; Nigro 2005: 1-6, 109-110, 197-202, 2007b: 36-38)
and first half of the third millennium BC, the southern Le-
vant saw several attempts to establish complex societies
concentrated spatially and institutionally in what may be
termed °‘cities’, viz. a well-defined place which gathered all
the communal functions of a well-structured social group
under the control of emerging political elites capable of
implementing large-scale building operations, centralised
storage systems and centralised administrations, and exert-

ing control over land, labour and agricultural products.

3 Major Jordanian sites for this period include Khirbat az-
Zayraqun, Tall al-Husun / Pella, Tall as-Sa‘idiyyah, Tall
al-‘UmayrT, Khirbat Iskandar, al-Lajjon, Bab adh-Dhra‘
and Numayra, but just a few of these have been thoroughly
investigated. New data have recently been published from
excavations at Tall Abu al-Kharaz (Fischer 2008), Tall al-
Hammam (Collins ez al. 2009) and Khirbat al-Batrawf it-
self (Nigro 2010a, 2010b; Nigro and Sala 2009; Nigro ed.
2006, 2008).

4 A series of surveys carried out in the 1990s along Wad1
Rajil and Wadi al-*Ajib in the western Black Desert fol-
lowing the discovery of the EB I site of Jawa yielded a pre-
liminary map of Chalcolithic and EBA sites in the area be-
tween al-Mafraq district and Jawa itself (Betts ef al. 1995,
1996), as well as further to the north in southern Syria
(Braemer 1993). These EBA Jordanian sites on the western
margins of the Syro-Arabian Desert are, from west to east,
Tell el-Qihati, Qasr al-Hallabat, Rukays, Salatin, Qaryat al-
Khisha“ al-Sletin, Umm al-Quttayn and Hawshiyan, which
have recently been re-examined by a survey carried out by
Rome “La Sapienza” Expedition (Sala 2006).

> Recent archaeological research in al-Mafraq governorate in
northern Jordan (Bartl, al-Khraysheh and Eichmann 2001),
in the Hauran and Jebel Druz regions, and in southern Syr-
ia at Khirbet al-Umbashi (Braemer, Echallier and Taragji
2004), Qarassa (Braemer et al. in press) and Labwe (al-
Magqdissi and Braemer 2006), have led to a thorough
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1. General view of the Early Bronze Age site of Khirbat al-Batraw1 from the north, with the restored EB II - III main city-wall
and EB II city-gate.

might represent the western end of an east - west
route crossing the desert, where several Early
Bronze sites were connected along the course of
Wadi ad-Dulayl. The site also controlled a ford
across Wadf az-Zarqa’ and thus a straightforward
route descending east to west into the Jordan Val-
ley (Nigro 2009a: 660-662, 2010b: 434). This is
reflected in the diversity of BatrawT’s economy,
which combined intensive agriculture (e.g. barley,
horticulture) along the river banks, olive and grape
cultivation on the hills west of the river, and pas-
toralism practiced by semi-nomadic communities
living between the desert and the steppe.

3. Wadi az-Zarqa’ in Early Bronze Age I: From
Rural Villages to the Birth of a City

Upper Wadiaz-Zarqa’, from its sources in ‘Amman

down to its junction with Wadi ad-Dulayl, formed

a linear geo-ecological niche favourable for human
occupation. This attracted new groups of semi-no-
mads who gradually settled in encampments, ham-
lets and villages (Kafafi 2008). In the second half
of the forth millennium BC, rural villages emerged
along the banks of the Zarqa river from its sources
down to the point at which it turns to the west. These
villages were concentrated around the hill-top site
of Jabal al-Mutawwaq (Ferndndez-Tresguerrez Ve-
lasco 2008), which had a central sanctuary and an
associated large dolmen field (one of the largest EB
I religious sites in Jordan). Although these villages
and their economies flourished during this period,
by the end of the forth millennium BC they were
mostly abandoned or transformed.

Comparison of EB I and EB II settlement pat-
terns is enlightening. In the upper Wadi az-Zarqa’,
one site, Khirbat al-Batrawi, emerged as a major

<¢co .. reevaluation of human engagement with, and respons-
es to, so-called “marginal’ environments during Chalcolith-
ic and EBA, especially with regard to the semi-nomadic

component of ancient societies (Braemer and Sapin 2001;
LaBianca and Witzel 2007; Barge and Moulin 2008).
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fortified centre. The size of Batraw1 (ca. 4ha) sug-
gests that migrants were attracted to the emerging
fortified centre. This may be explained by looking
at the middle Wadt az-Zarqa’, where EB 1 villages
around Jabal Mutawwaq were abandoned without
any EB II centre taking their place (Nigro 2010a:
20-21, 2010b: 432-433).

4. Territorial Control

Some newly occupied EB II and III sites within
the BatrawT district were in fact rural villages, such
as Tell el-Bireh, Tall as-Sukhnih North and Khir-
bat ar-Rusayfah (Nigro ed. 2006: 4-8; Sala 2008a:
363-370), which attracted people gradually shifting
from a semi-nomadic to a sedentary life-style. This
shows how groups previously external to village
life may have become integrated within an urban
socio-economic productive network.

5. AHill Dominating the Upper Wadi az-Zarqa’
Valley

The EB 1II - III town of Batrawi was established
on a hill-top dominating the upper reaches of the
Zarqa’ river. The site occupied a favourable de-
fensive location (FIG. 2); territorial and / or sym-
bolic influence may also have been derived from
its dominant position (Nigro 2009a: 662; Nigro ed.
2006: 16-37).

6. Emphasising Urban Status: The City-Wall
and Associated Fortifications During the
Early Bronze Age

The main fortification of the site, emphasising its

urban credentials, was a massive, solid stone and

mud-brick wall erected in EB II, from which bas-
tions and towers projected at irregular intervals.

This wall underwent at least two major reconstruc-

tions in EB IIIA (ca. 2700 BC) and EB IIIB (ca.

2500 BC), during which an outer wall and a further

scarp-wall were added.

The initial, EB II city-wall was made of huge
limestone blocks and boulders (some exceeding
1.5m in length), carefully set into the bedrock and
with a battered base for strength and stability. It
was built in separate stretches 6 - 8m in length, a
technique already known from Early Bronze Age

fortified sites in Palestine and Jordan, which af-
forded a degree of protection from the effects of
earthquakes (Nigro 2009a: 663-664; Nigro ed.
2006: 175-177, 2008: 77-82).

7. EB II City-Wall and Main City-Gate in Area

B
The main gate in the EB II city-wall was on the
north side of site, in the only location with easy
access for pedestrians and possibly donkey / ona-
ger caravans. It was approached via a street which
flanked the wall (Nigro 2007a: 349-352, 2009a:
663-664; Nigro ed. 2008: 83-88). In spite of the
monumental nature of the 3.2 m wide city-wall, the
gate was a simple opening 1.6m wide, roofed with
a single lintel on the outer side and wooden beams
in the passageway. The outer jambs of the gate were
reinforced with big blocks, while a step marked
the entrance. There is no evidence for towers im-
mediately adjacent to this early gate, in contrast to
contemporary cities such as Tell el-Fara‘ah North
(de Vaux 1962: 221-234, fig. 1, pls XIX-XXI) and
Tell ‘Arad (gate in Area N; Amiran and Ilan 1996:
20-22), notwithstanding the fact that this area was
heavily disturbed by later rebuilding work.

A pierced block was situated a few metres east of
the gate, in the lower course of the city-wall, and was
probably used for tethering donkeys (FIG. 3). The
faunal assemblage from Batrawi (Albaique 2008)
contained a significant proportion of donkey bones,
interpreted as the remains of transport animals.

8. EB IITA Reconstruction of the City-Wall

The gate and the city itself were badly damaged
by a major earthquake at the end of EB II (Ni-
gro 2009a: 666-667, 2010b: 437). Cracks on both
jambs caused the collapse of the gate lintel (Nigro
ed. 2008: 87, fig. 3.37). After this dramatic event,
a general reconstruction of the city’s defences took
place, marking the transition to Early Bronze Age
ITIA (2700 - 2500 BC) during which the town flour-
ished. The main city-wall was fully rebuilt by re-
pairing the stone foundations up to a height of more
than 2m®; the collapsed EB II gate was blocked at
the same time (Nigro 2007a: 349-350, fig. 8; Nigro
ed. 2008: 89-90, figs. 3.38, 3.40)7. An outer wall

6 On the inner side of the main wall two staircases, set into
the structure, were identified. The two symmetrical flights
of steps (or supports for wooden posts) allow the height of
the original wall to be calculated at ca. 7m (FIG. 4).

7 Excavation of the wall blocking the EB IT gate and exami-

nation of the stratigraphy accumulated against it have pro-
vided a clear sequence of ceramic material illustrating the
main phases of the city’s occupation (Nigro ed. 2008: 73-
76, fig. 3.17a-b).
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2. Topographical plan of Khirbat al-Batraw1, with the areas and main monuments excavated during the 2005 - 2010 seasons.

(W.155) of large limestone boulders was added to
the main, inner wall, with a passage / street retained
between the two defensive lines (Nigro 2007a:
349-351, 2010b:438-439; Nigro ed. 2008: 92-99).
Additionally, a curvilinear outwork (W.185, pos-
sibly a circular tower) was added to the defences
immediately in front of the blocked gate (FIG. 5),
similar to those known from EB IIIA Khirbet Ker-
ak (Greenberg and Paz 2005: figs. 84, 94-96).

9. EB IITA Destruction: Urbanism, Centralisa-
tion of Commodities and War

The EB IIIA city also suffered a dramatic destruction,

evidenced by layers of ash and collapsed architectur-

al fragments (e.g. mud-bricks, stones, plaster frag-

ments), after which it was rebuilt for a second time at
the beginning of EB IIIB (ca. 2500 BC). These lay-
ers yielded a number of diagnostic artefacts, includ-
ing several fragments of so-called ‘Khirbet Kerak
Ware’, copper objects, balance-weights for precious
metals (e.g. silver) or drugs, all of which attest to the
fact that Batraw1 was a flourishing community at the
time of the EB IIIA destruction.

This destruction, like that which occurred at
the end of the EB IIIB period, is evidence of the
weakness of southern Levantine Early Bronze Age
‘urban culture’. A certain degree of political tur-
bulence was provoked by centralisation of com-
modities, especially in centres like Batraw1 which
was located on the boundary between different
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3. Khirbat al-BatrawT: pierced block
for tethering animals, set in the low-
er course of the outer face of the EB
1I (3000 - 2700 BC) main city-wall;
view from east.

(sometimes antagonist) social groups / landscapes
/ modes of subsistence. The continuous improve-
ment and enlargement of the defensive systems,
coupled with the presence of impressive destruc-
tion layers, suggests that urbanism may have been
associated in some way with war, whether as a
quick, direct means of obtaining territorial control
or to seize goods stored within the walls of the city
(Nigro 2009a: 667-668, 2009b; 2010b: 439).

4. Khirbat al-BatrawT: the two facing
staircases (W.181 and W.1067) on
the inner side of the EB II - III main
city-wall.

10. EB IIIB Reconstruction: Multiple Fortifica-
tions and Public Building B1
At the beginning of EB IIIB, the fortifications were
rebuilt and strengthened with the addition of a fur-
ther scarp-wall (W.165) to the outer wall, which
brought the overall width of the defensive works in
Area B to ca. 15m (FIG. 6; Nigro and Sala 2009:
374-375; Nigro ed. 2008: 100-101). Here the scarp-
wall, which obliterated the curvilinear outwork,
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5. EB HIA (2700 - 2500 BC) curvilinear outwork W.185 from the north.

ended against the face of the outer wall with a round
bastion, while a transverse wall protruding from
the line of fortification protected the area to west,
where the EB III gate was presumably located (FIG.
7). Anew street was paved by levelling the collapse
layer between the main wall and outer wall. The up-
per section of the main wall was also reconstructed.

6. Khirbat al-Batrawt: EB IIIB (2500
- 2300 BC) triple line of fortifica-
tions from the west: (left) EB IIIB
scarp-wall W.165 with protruding
wall W.177; (centre) EB IIIA - B
outer wall W.155, gradually turn-
ing northwards; (right) EB II - III
main city-wall.

11. The Broad-Room Temple on the Eastern
Terrace

Why did an EB II - III city emerge at Batrawi? Pos-

sibly because of its naturally defensive location, but

discoveries on the easternmost terrace of the site

suggest another possible explanation. Here, in Area

F, a major building was uncovered which extended
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east - west over an area of ca. 400m?, including a
forecourt and some noteworthy installations (Nigro
2009a: 665-666; Nigro and Sala 2009: 381-383; Ni-
gro ed. 2008: 276-293). At the time of its initial con-
struction concurrent with that of the EB II city, this
building consisted of a broad-room (L.500) with a
row of pillars supporting the roof and a niche fac-
ing the entrance. In the forecourt there was a round
platform, ca. 0.5m high and 2.5m diameter, erected
around a bedrock outcrop. The centre of the platform
had a slab with a small, circular hollow in the mid-
dle, similar to those visible on the steps of Round
Altar 4017 at Tell el-Mutesellim / Megiddo in Pales-
tine (Finkelstein and Ussishkin 2000: 71, fig. 3.50).

7. Khirbat al-Batrawt: EB IIIB (2500
- 2300 BC) protruding wall W.177
and scarp-wall W.165 from the
north-west, ending against the out-
er face of EB IIIA - B outer wall
W.155 with semi-circular bastion
W.825.

After the destruction at the end of EB II, the
fagade of the temple wall was reconstructed and
the cella re-oriented with a raised platform at its
western end. A semi-circular niche was opened in
the west wall, with two small pillars or betyls in
front of it (FIG. 8).

The overall plan of the building, the layout and
placement of cult installations, and especially the
circular platform in the forecourt allow it to be
interpreted as a broad-room temple. The building
is very similar to the renowned EB II - III sanc-
tuary at Bab adh-Dhra‘, which saw the same in-
ternal adjustment of the cult focus between EB II
and IIT (Rast and Schaub 2003: 157-166, 321-335,

8. Khirbat al-BatrawT: general view
from the west of restored EB II -
IIT (3000 - 2300 BC) broad-room
temple in Area F.
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figs. 8.2, 10.57). This type of religious building is
deeply rooted in a religious architectural tradition
well known in the southern Levant during the Ear-
ly Bronze Age (and which dates back to the Late
Chalcolithic period, e.g. the rectangular temples
at Tulaylat al-Ghasstl and En Gedi); it may have
been inspired by the monumental temple at et-Tell
/’ Al in Palestine (Sala 2008b).

12. EB IIIB Buildings in Area B South

In Area B South, a domestic quarter with houses
and buildings dating back to EB IIIB has been ex-
cavated. To the east, the northern half of a rectan-
gular domestic unit (house B2) was exposed, with
a circular pillar-base in the middle and an entrance
on the west side (FIG. 9).

This house was different in terms of dimensions
and architectural features to the adjacent building,
a large structure previously designated building B1
(Nigro ed. 2008: 151-161). This had a couple of
large rooms (ca. 8 x 5m; 1..430 + L.1046) deline-
ated by a 0.8 - 0.9m wide northern wall (FIG. 10);
one of these rooms had a staircase leading to an up-
per storey. West of building B1, a passage (L.1050)
was exposed which connected it with another large
structure, designated building B3, of which only the
northern and western side-walls were uncovered in
2009. By the end of the 2010 season, both building
B1 and building B3 had been shown to be part of a
unique structure: a broad public building extending

on to the acropolis to the north, with passageway
L.1050 interpreted as its northern entrance. Build-
ings B1 and B3 were then reinterpreted as the east-
ern and western pavilions of a palace (FIG. 11).
This interpretation is based on finds and observa-
tions from pavilion B3. By 2009, two huge pithoi
had already been found in situ along the northern
wall of the room. Excavation demonstrated that the
entire room was filled with a 1.2 m thick destruc-
tion layer (F.1054), which included broken and
heavily burnt bricks, plaster fragments, collapsed
stones, charcoal and ash, which had buried layers
of smashed pottery vessels and other items (FIG.
12; Nigro 2010a: 67-110).

Pavilion B3 was a rectangular room (L.1040;
7.5 x 5m) with a row of wooden pillars aligned
along the central east - west axis; these were sup-
ported by flat stones or bedrock worked to create
a substantial base (FIG. 13). A door in the south-
east corner (L..1080) of the room opened towards
the central passageway (L.1050), while a second
entrance in the north-west corner (L.1070) was
found to have been blocked by a wall. This ‘pil-
lared hall’ was evidently used as a store-room, as
at least twenty big jars and pithoi were aligned in
two rows along the main walls of the room (FIGS.
14 and 15). 17 pithoi with flaring / cylindrical
necks seemed to have contained liquid (ca. 120 li-
tres each). Approximately four contained carefully
winnowed carbonised barley seeds (Hordeum vul-

9. Khirbat al-BatrawT: general view
from the east of domestic and
public buildings in Area B South,
which were erected within the
EB II - III main city-wall during
EB HIB (2500 - 2300 BC); (fore-
ground) house B2.
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10. Khirbat al-BatrawT: eastern pavilion (building B1) and
northern entrance (L.1050) to the EB IIIB (2500 - 2300
BC) palace from the south-west.

gare L.), while one (KB.10.B.1040/9) was full of a
pigment identified as red ochre.

Several types of large container were discov-
ered, usually made of two joined halves with a
distinctive flaring / cylindrical neck, refined on the

12. Khirbat al-BatrawT: destruction layer (F.1054) inside the
western pavilion of the EB IIIB palace from the south-
west during excavation, with the remains of a collapsed
stone pillar and in situ storage jars and pithoi.

wheel. Several surface treatments are attested to,
e.g. a thick, white coating and a smeared, washed
decoration usually known as “grain wash” (Genz
2000, 2002: 32-35).

In one instance, barley was found stored in a
hole-mouth jar (KB.10.B.1054/86), as is usually
the case in EB II - III houses (Ilan 2001: tab. 18.6-
18.7) but not in this palatial context. Olive oil,
grape juice and ointments may have been contained

11. Khirbat al-BatrawT: general view
of the western pavilion of the
EB IIIB (2500 - 2300 BC) pal-
ace from the north-west, with
pithos 1040/17 still in  situ;
(background) northern entrance
(L.1050) to the palace and east-
ern pavilion.
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13. Khirbat al-Batrawi: general view of the western pavilion
of the EB IIIB palace from the south; note two bases for
wooden posts supporting the roof.

in a series of juglets. Olive oil was transported and
stored in metallic pattern-combed jars (Mazzoni
1987), such as the example with two loop-handles
discovered in the middle of the room (c.f. Khir-
bet ez-Zeraqon [Genz 2002: pls 5:1-2, 25:1, 29:4,
32:1,4, 34:3, 56, 61:2, 70:5, 83:1,3, 95, 108:4,
113:2, 131:1] and Khirbet Kerak [Greenberg et al.
2006: figs. 5.82:4, 5.88:9,7.49:3, 8.80:7, 8.91:14]).
This jar also had a potter’s mark. Fragments of me-
tallic pattern-combed jars were also collected dur-
ing a 2007 survey carried out with the help of DoA
representative Romil Gharib. These metallic sherds
hint at the presence of a number of farms in the
hilly countryside around Batrawi towards the west,
e.g. Massarah (presumably also a burial site dur-
ing the third millennium BC, as hinted at by a fine
limestone mace-head; Sala 2008a: 373-374).

14. Khirbat al-BatrawT: destruction
layer (F.1054) inside the western
pavilion of the EB IIIB palace
from the west during excavation,
with in situ storage jars and pithoi,
smashed vessels and an emerging
stone base for a wooden post.
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Returning to the palace storeroom, more than
100 medium- and small-sized vessels were piled up
around the big jars and pithoi. An interesting fea-
ture was the presence of several jugs and juglets,
mostly red-slipped and burnished. A large water-
Jug (KB.10.B.1054/26, which has parallels with
EB IIIB examples from Khirbet Yarmouk [Ben-Tor
1975: pl. 31:4, figs. 8:4, 11:2; de Miroschedji 2000:
fig. 18.9:10-11], Tell ed-Duweir [Tufnell 1958: pls
15:3, 69:285-286, 288], ‘Ai / et-Tell [Marquet-
Krause 1949: pl. 65:11.1565] and Tell es-Sultan
[Sellin and Watzinger 1913: pl. 21:C.i; Kenyon
1960: fig. 47:3]) recalls types hitherto known from
tomb assemblages, while other juglets are closer to
various types of table-ware.

Two red-burnished and polished juglets
(KB.10.B.1054/9 and KB.10.B.1054/34) warrant
more careful examination, as they apparently occupy
a prominent position in the assemblage as potential
ceremonial vessels. The first (KB.10.B.1054/9) has
a globular body with a flat, slightly concave base
and cylindrical neck, and a carefully applied thick,
red slip and shiny vertical burnish. The second

15. Khirbat al-BatrawT: smashed stor-
age pithoi in the north-eastern
corner of the western pavilion
of the EB IIIB palace from the
south-west; (right) northern jamb
of door L..1080.

(KB.10.B.1054/34) has a vertical ovoid body with
a flat, slightly concave base and flaring neck, and a
complicated pattern of burnish dividing the vessel
into zones (vertical burnish on the lower half, net-
pattern mid-body and horizontal burnish on the neck).

A different group consisted of seven small, point-
ed-based, black and red burnished jugs and juglets,
which belong to a class of small vessels usually asso-
ciated with burials and used as perfume containers.

Grouped on the floor of the room in between the
big jars, a group of eight miniature vessels (FIG.
16) was also discovered. This included a small in-
cised bowl which imitates stone prototypes known
from Syria and Mesopotamia, which were com-
monly used as make-up palettes.

A quite extraordinary find in the middle of
the room was a special double-handled, red-
burnished vessel with a high, grooved pedestal
(KB.10.B.1054/11; FIG. 17), possibly imitating
some features of Khirbet Kerak Ware (Greenberg et
al. 2006: figs 3.13,3.27:9, 3.46:5,5.90:14,5.91:22,
6.31:16, 6.34:11), which has been interpreted as a
ceremonial vase. The intrinsic symbolic value of
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KB.10.B.1054/51 KB.10.B.1054/66 KB.10.B.1054/77 KB.10.B.1054/59

KB.10.B.1054/44 KB.10.B.1054/57 KB.10.B.1054/4 KB.10.B.1054/54
e v o o o8
0 5 10 cm

16. Khirbat al-BatrawT: miniature vessels from the western pavilion of the EB IIIB palace.
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0 10 cm

17. Khirbat al-Batrawi: double-han-
dled, red-burnished ceremonial
vessel KB.10.B.1054/11.

this type of hole-mouth krater is suggested by its
shape and surface treatment, which clearly imitates
a metal (copper) prototype.

In the same area of the room, a couple of vats
were also found, along with - slightly to the east - a
couple of big amphoriskoi or, more properly, dou-
ble-handled jars with parallels at Khirbet ez-Zer-
aqon (Genz 2002: 27, pls 4:4-5, 54:3) and Khirbet
Kerak (Greenberg et al. 2006: figs 5.81:7, 5.88:1,
5.91:12, 8.69:3, 8.77:3, 8.89:9, 8.100:8). These
seem to be forerunners of the ‘pilgrim-flask’. Both
pairs of vessels hint at the existence of a palace ser-
vice associated with the ceremonial vessel, which
was stored in the pillared pavilion.

Along with ceramic vessels, other finds were
also recovered: a set of worked bones (including a

miniature knife - perhaps associated with the min-
1ature vessels - and several pins), some large stone
scrapers, polishing pebbles, pierced sea-shells and
the tip of a copper spear-head, the latter perhaps a
ceremonial weapon.

13. Potter’s Wheel

One major find was a carefully worked basalt pot-
ter’s wheel (FIG. 18; Nigro 2010a: 74, 108-109),
a sound witness of level of technological achieve-
ment at Batraw1. This hints at the palace being the
institution which prompted ceramic standardisa-
tion (also suggested by contemporary finds from
the EB IIIB palace at Khirbet Yarmouk [de- Miro-
schedji and Roux 2009]). The only vessels in the
ceramic assemblage from pavilion B3 which show

18. Khirbat al-BatrawT: basalt potter’s
wheel recovered from the western
pavilion of the EB IIIB palace;
(left corner) detail of the potter’s
wheel and finely worked limestone
base underneath.
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use of a wheel are the big pithoi, the necks of which
were refined on the fournette. These huge contain-
ers were specifically made for storing liquids and
grain within the public building.

14. Four Copper Axes
Not far from the spot where the double-handled
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vessel was found, a cache of four cooper axes (FIG.
19) was found in a small hole in the bedrock floor
at the base of the second pillar in the middle of the
room; it is possible that these axes were cached in
a small bag or basket (Nigro 2010a: 73-74, 106-
107). The axes are different sub-types of the most
common axe-type known from the Chalcolithic

19. Khirbat al-BatrawT: cache of four
copper axes in the floor of the
western pavilion of the EB IIIB
palace.
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and Early Bronze Age in the southern Levant (Mi-
ron 1992: 3-29). The largest specimen is a wide
flag-axe with a squared hole for fixing the shaft. It
shows traces of use on the upper and lower corners
of the blade. The second and the third axes are of a
well known EB III type with a fan blade. The fourth
is a simple example with a regular, elongated body.

The BatrawT axes recall the historical discov-
ery of six EB IIl axe-types, including a crescent-
shaped example, by Fredric John Bliss at Tell el-
Hesi (Bliss 1894: 39, figs. 69, 73-77).

15. The Palace of Batrawi and its Significance

Finds from pavilion B3 at Batraw1 give a vivid but
very preliminary insight into the life of this ancient
city during the third quarter of the third millenni-
um BC. Many items recovered from the pillared
room have yet to be restored. Indeed, the excava-
tion of the whole building needs to be completed
in order to generate a general interpretive sketch
of all finds (FIG. 20). However, even at this stage,
the site clearly illustrates the achievements of an
early urban community with its public building and
palace, the latter intended as a place where agri-
cultural products, valuable goods and symbolic and
utilitarian tools were collected, and where several
public functions were carried out (the EB IIIB Pal-
ace B at Khirbet Yarmouk in Palestine may be a
possible comparison [de Miroschedji 2003]). This

20. Khirbat al-BatrawT: assemblage
of pithoi, red-burnished jugs,
black-burnished pointed juglets,
jars and ceremonial vessels, as
well as other noteworthy ob-
jects; the latter include four cop-
per axes, a bone knife, several
worked bones and a carefully
worked basalt potter’s wheel, all
stored in the western pavilion of
the EB IIIB palace.

places Jordan firmly within the sphere of early ur-
banism, not as a neglected periphery but perhaps as
an alternative trajectory towards urban civilization
that still remains to be thoroughly explored.

Further research will allow the historical picture
of early Jordanian urbanism, as illustrated by Khir-
bat al-Batrawi, to be described more precisely. Re-
grettably, however, this extraordinary process was
brought to a sudden end by a fierce conflagration at
the end of EB IIIB, at ca. 2300 BC.

16. Site Rehabilitation

The rehabilitation of the site as a tourist attraction
is one of the goals of the project. Architectural re-
mains have been fully restored and, this year, ex-
planatory panels in English and Arabic have been
set up. An Italian tourist group visited BatrawT in
2010. The project has already published three re-
ports on the six (2005 - 2010) season of excava-
tion and restoration. I would like to conclude by
remembering the late Father Michele Piccirillo, an
extraordinary Italian - Jordanian archaeologist to
whom we dedicate our discoveries.
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