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R. Hillenbrand, Islamic Art at the
Crossroads: East Versus West at
Mshatta, in Essays in Islamic Art and

- Architecture: in honour of Katharina.

Otto-Dorn, ed. A. Daneshvazi, p.
63-86.
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H. Stern, Notes sur L’architecture des

chateaux Omeyyades, Ars Islamica,
XI-XII (1946) p. 89 ff.
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D. C. Barmaki, Excavations at Khir- ©
bet al-Mafjar, III, QDAP, Vol. VIII,
No. 1, (1938) p. 51-53; Pl. XXXIV.2.
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K. A. C. Creswell, Early Muslim

Architecture, New York, 1979, Vol. 1,
pt. II, p. 578-606.
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F. Altheim, Niedergang der alten Welt, ¥

Frankfurt, 1952, p. 143 f.

R. Dussaud, La Penentration des
Arabes en Syrie avant L’Islam, Paris,
1955 p. 64ff.
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O. Grabar, Al-Mushatta, Baghdad,
and Wasit, in The World of Islam:
Studies in Honour of P. K. Hitti, ed. J.
Winder, London, 1959, p. 101-108.
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F. Safar, Wasit: the Sixth Seasons \t
Excavations, Cairo, 1945.
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AN ETHNOGRAPHIC AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDY OF
TAWABEEN IN JORDAN

by

Alison McQuitty

Tabun is the Arabic name for a
circular clay bread oven which is today
usually housed in a small “shed”. These
structures are still in use and are one of the
most common installations found on
archaeological sites. However, tawabeen
(tabuns) have received relatively little
study in the past. The object of this
research is to increase the amount of
information that they can provide to the
archaeological record, particularly in
terms of interpretation, and to contribute
to the archive of customs and activities
which are fast disappearing in contempor-
ary Jordanian society. The aim of combin-
ing these two approaches is to address the
wider question of the extent to which
archaeological interpretation relies on
knowledge of the contemporary use of
material objects and whether this can be
extended to statements about behaviour in
the past.

During July and Awugust, 1983,
ethnographic fieldwork was carried out in
several villages in north-west Jordan:
Ashrafiah, Beit Ras, Harta, El Mughayir,

Tabaqgat-Fahl, Taiyba. These villages were -

included in the survey partly because of
familiarity with the inhabitants which
aided ethnographic enquiry, but chiefly
because they display economic variety,
ranging from the Jordan Valley to the
Hauran.

In the process of fieldwork it became
clear that there is more than one type of
oven and that they are used for more than
breadmaking. The type of oven seemed to
vary according to the recent history of the

- 657 -

village, e.g., whether-occupied by recently
settled Bedu or .well-established with a
long history of settled life. The fieldwork
took the form of photographs, drawings,
plans, details of the construction of ovens,
their siting and the associated courtyards.
This data is being related to the resuits
from archaeological excavations as a
means to aiding interpretation, e.g., the
Iron Age domestic complex uncovered in
the 1983 Wooster College excavation at
Pella. The archaeological clay ovens at
Pella have also provided samples for
archaeomagnetic dating which are being
analyzed at Newcastle University by Dr.
Don Tarling.

Work continues relating the results of
the study of modern tawabeen to
archaeological examples from sites of all
periods throughout Jordan. A full report
will appear in the next edition of ADAJ.
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