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It has been suggested by some scholars (e.g. Kenyon 1981;
Perrot 1968) that many Neolithic sites in Bilad ash-Sham
have Aceramic and Ceramic levels which are separated by
a gap of undetermined length. The situation, however,
varies from one geographical zone to another. A discussion
of the three main geographical zones in Jordan (the Jordan
Valley, the Mountain Range and the Desert) is presented
below.

Since we have no major excavated Aceramic sites in the
eastern part of the Jordan Valley, examples from the
western side will be used. Major PPNB sites such as Jericho
and Munhata were abandonned for an undetermined
period before they were reoccupied by the Pottery
Neolithic people. It has also been suggested that the Jordan
Valley experienced a dry period during the early sixth
millennium B.C. (Koucky and Smith 1986: 34), and
Kirkbride has argued that the hiatus between the Pre-
Pottery and the Pottery Neolithic was caused by climatic
changes (Kirkbride 1971). The recent excavations under-
taken in the Jordan Valley do not contradict the above
information.

Recent archaeological excavations on Neolithic sites
located on the Jordanian mountain range, e. g. ‘Ain Ghazal
and Wadi Shu‘eib, (FIG. 1) demonstrate that these sites
continued to be occupied from the Aceramic to the
Ceramic periods without interruption. At ‘Ain Ghazal,
during the 1984 season, the excavators encountered for the
first time Pottery Neolithic cultural remains, including
pottery sherds, subterranean pit-dwellings and flint arte-
facts (Rollefson and Simmons 1986; 1988; Kafafi 1990).
During the 1988 season, it was determined that the: PPNC
(Final PPN) architectural remains were re-used by the
Pottery Neolithic inhabitants and new Yarmoukian struc-
tures were built directly over the earlier ones. In addition,
PPNC cultural remains like small arrowheads and White
Ware objects continued to be manufactured by the
Yarmoukians (Rollefson, Kafafi and Simmons 1989).

The site of Wadi Shu‘eib, located c. 9 km to the
southwest of the city as-Salt on the north bank of Wadi
Shu‘eib (which flows into the Jordan River), yielded
archaeological deposits from the Pre-Pottery and Pottery
Neolithic Periods. The excavations of the site reported
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1. Map showing the major Pottery Neolithic sites in Jordan.

Pottery Neolithic structures built directly over the PPNC
remains (Simmons et al. 1989).
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