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Reports of the ancient travellers are always instructive
when preparing survey or an archaeological excavation.
All of us begin by reading the relations of our pre-
decessors in the regions where we are digging, as they of-
ten give precise information on a site and its archaeolog-
ical remains in situ,! on the geographical and the
geological background,? on the fauna and the flora3 that
they have observed, as well as on the anthropology and
ethno-archaeology. The habits of the inhabitants of a re-
gion, their belonging to one or another tribe, are some-
times mentioned in those accounts* and allow a better un-
derstanding of the mentality of the modern people, be they
citizens or country-men, nomads or semi-nomads. The ob-
servations of H. B. Tristram,> travelling in the Dhiban re-
gion, helped us to better visualise the surroundings of
Wadi al-Mujib. The: sketch of N. Glueck, made in 1933
allowed us to observe the archaeological richness of al-
Lahan village, near the ancient Moabite capital. Although
it was only R. Briinnow and A. Domaszewski® who men-
tioned the site of al-Lahon during their journey in Moab
and M. R. Savignac’ who observed the direct road be-
tween al-Lahon® and al-Bala‘ later on in 1936, their ob-
servations were important for us when surveying the re-
gion and prompted us to visit the site we are digging

now.?

The accounts of previous centuries are often completed
by drawings showing landscape and scenes of daily life. 10
From the middle of the 19th century, the invention of pho-
tographs!! allowed to observe more precisely the quick
changes in house constructions, tools or implements par-
ticular to one or the other region, or the evolution of an-
cient sites.!2 Paintings!3 of previous travellers, which we
can admire in museums, also show the impact of the Arab
civilisation in Europe for the new discovered lands. Some-
times, in unexpected cities as in Nijmeghen (Netherlands),
we find illustrations with oriental inspirations as those of
the Dutch artist, P. Gerrits.!4 He brought many drawings,
sketches and photographs to the Netherlands, evoking the
urban and agricultural daily life seen during his travels in
north Jordan between 1906 and 1911.

Motivations for travelling can be various. Some narra-
tions have been given by theologians or historians who
wanted to understand the events of the Bible or episodes
of the classical authors; others, are provided by pic-
turesque artists, intrepid explorers, sometimes by mer-
chants, tradesmen or even by opportunists.!> They give
information about ancient sites or epigraphic transcrip-
tions.!6 Their style can be scientific or romantic, but their
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memories are a precious documentation.

Discovering Jordan during the Last Two Millennia

In his publication Bibliotheca Geographica Palestinae
(1890),!7 R. Rohricht mentions that between 333 and
1878 AD, more than 3515 “travellers” (pilgrims, mis-
sionaries, traders, merchants, poets, painters or explorers)
passed through Palestine. They left one or more publica-
tions with their personal observations and souvenirs. Two
thousand of them visited the region between 1800 and
1878 and more than 5000 publications appeared in this pe-
riod about the subject. They came for different reasons:
politic or diplomatic transactions, scientific aims or per-
sonal ones. They include painters as D. Roberts!8 who il-
lustrated so romantically Nabataean Petra with interesting
testimonies about lost monuments. It is also the period of
the first geographers, topographers and explorers, as M.
Jacotin,! W. F. Lynch20 and U. J. Seetzen,?! all pioneers
of modern archaeology. But we must not forget the treas-
ure hunters, the conquerors, the diplomats, the biologists,
zoologists, archaeologist, doctors, tailors, who passed
through Palestine between 1800-1878. Their narration’s
are often illustrated or relate the numerous episodes of
their travel. Sometimes such journeys were nearly tragic,
as for J. Mac Gregor22 who was attacked by Arabs in the
region of Hula. All those travellers had of course various
personalities, unequal capacities of observation or inter-
pretation, but they surely have opened the way for modern
archaeology.

In R. Rohricht’s list the colleagues who surveyed Jor-
dan after 1878, helping to find new archaeological sites
are not included, such as N. Glueck who passed on the
third of June 1933 and made a quick map of al-Lahiin 23
indicating the Bronze age and Nabataean remains, which
were better identified through our excavations.

A study about ancient travellers in Jordan has never
been done systematically, although we can find some in-
formation in the publication of Y. Ben-Arieh, The Re-
discovery of the Holy Land.?* Many names are famous for
the Hashemite Kingdom. Let us only mention ash-Shaykh
Ibrahim, Ibn Abdallah, the Swiss orientalist, better
known as J. L. Burckardt, who identified Petra in 1812 for

the Association for Promotion of the Discovery of the In-
terior Parts of Africa. He studied at Gottingen with the
same professor as U.J. Seetzen who was the first to ex-
plore systematically Jordan and discovered Gadara/Umm
Qays, Jarash and other sites. Sponsored by the duke of
Saxe-Gotha, his expedition was intended to find an-
tiquities for his protector. Funds and reasons for travelling
were thus varied, but both explorers were courageous,
with a strong character, preparing their expedition by
reading ancient sources (Egyptian, Assyrian, biblical,
classical and Islamic texts). Both had the sense of ob-
servation, and protected themselves by dressing oriental
clothes and speaking Arabic.

The reasons for “travelling” can also be different from
period to period. For modern time, we think essentially of
map makers and explorers, who have opened the way for
excavations in Jordan, revealing many historical sites,
which have been identified and examined since the 19th
century, when the country was nearly terra incognita.?5

Prehistoric man too liked to “travel”, following his
herd from place to place, from water point to water point.
In biblical times, there were often inter-tribal re-
lationships26 or war connections allowing different people
to meet.

The definition of the French word “Voyage-voyageur”
(travel, traveller) is derived from the Latin substantive
“Viaticum” or “money for the travel”. It means also “the
fact to go from one place to another, sometimes far
away”, while an “Explorer” or “Explorateur” comes from
the Latin verb “explorare”, “to visit a country, a place to
study it carefully” or “someone who is going to the dis-
covery of a country”.

A complementary definition is given by D. Baly, when
he says: “the normal tendency is for people to expand as
far as the natural limit of its own particular way of life” .27

The notion of distance is a quite relative. For a child or
for a modern man, the value is very different. Abd al-
Rahman Munif 28 explains in his book Story of a City - A
Childhood in Amman, how he “travelled” in ‘Amman for
the first time of his life, the day of the death of King Gha-
zi. “Before that day the boundaries of the town, as con-
ceived by the children, had not extended beyond the

17 Réhricht, R. Bibliotheca Geographica Palaestina, Berlin 1890, See
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