THE CERAMIC ASSEMBLAGE FROM THE LATER PHASES AT TOMB 303:
SETTLEMENT IN WADI ATH-THUGHRAH
DURING THE ISLAMIC PERIOD

Micaela Sinibaldi

1. Context and Characteristics of the Ce-

ramic Assemblage

This report presents the ceramics from the
last phases of activity recorded at Tomb 303
during the excavations carried out in 2006 by
the French archaeological mission to Petra. The
stratigraphic units containing the Islamic-period
pottery analysed in this contribution were both
preceded and succeeded by phases of abandon-
ment. The excavators have identified some of
the stratigraphic units as a phase of occupation
during the Islamic period!. However, the faunal
analysis carried out by Carine Tomé? has also
yielded evidence that most of the late strati-
graphic units have the character of a dump. This
interpretation is suggested by several lines of
evidence, mainly the presence of a very large
number of animal fetuses (interpreted by Tomé
as the result of a sickness inflicting an entire
group of nearby animals) and by the generally
very good representation of all animal body
parts (which suggests that most of the animals
entered the cave in one piece rather than after
slaughter, i.e. they were probably dumped inside
or, possibly, fell into the tomb). This hypothesis
is reinforced by the presence of the remains of
several animals within the same stratigraphic
units (despite the small size of the assemblage),
by the fact that most of the animal bones are
from species not normally consumed by hu-
mans and, finally, that - although some caprine
remains have been found - most of them did not
show signs of butchering or cooking, an uncom-
mon situation in occupational contexts at Petra,
where caprines are always recorded as an im-

portant component of the medieval diet.

The conclusion that the material from the
stratigraphic units containing the Islamic pot-
tery was mostly dumped inside the tomb is also
supported by their location close to the cave en-
trance. The fact that several ceramic fragments
were found in the most superficial stratigraph-
ic units might be attributed to the presence of
burrowing animals during a post-depositional
phase (whose presence was in fact confirmed by
the faunal analysis). This may be partially re-
sponsible for the fact that in most cases the Is-
lamic sherds were found mixed with Nabataean
fragments.

Islamic-period pottery was found in 12
stratigraphic units, comprising a total of 139
fragments and a minimum of 62 reconstructed
forms. No ceramic object is complete but a large
number of fragments originate from only a few
forms, viz. the reconstructed jug with appliqué
decoration, the lamp and several cooking pots
(Figs. 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 4 and 5). Large parts of the
cooking pots are missing, meaning that these
objects were not used inside the tomb. In addi-
tion, some of the pot sherds entered the tomb
as fragments which broke into a maximum of
two or three pieces on impact. Nevertheless, it
seems that several ceramic objects, such as the
ones mentioned above, entered the tomb when
a good part of the form was still intact and that
they primarily fragmented on impact. The most
likely interpretation is that they broke some-
where nearby and that someone walked to the
tomb, which was occasionally used as a dump,
to throw them inside. Most likely the isolated

1. See the article by Sachet et al. in this volume of ADAJ.
2. Observations drawn from the unpublished field report
of Tomé.
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3. See for example Schmid and Studer 2003: 484-487 and
Brown and Rielly 2010: 126-137 for Wadi1 Farasa and
al-Wu‘ayra respectively.
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fragments entered the tomb along with other
material being dumped.

In sum, the character of the ceramic assem-
blage supports the supposition that the tomb was
mainly used as a dump during the Islamic period.
The different stratigraphic units identified by the
excavators, and therefore the different character,
composition and consistency of the soil matri-
ces, may be explained at least in part either by
different phases of dumping or by the presence
of excavating animals, or - most likely - by both.
At least some of the charcoal found by the exca-
vators may also have been discarded in the tomb,
being derived from activities carried out nearby.

Since most fragments are diagnostic in terms
of form, it is possible to present a quantita-
tive analysis of this aspect of the assemblage,
although the very small size of the latter must
be taken into account (Fig. 1). The assemblage
comprises mainly closed forms, in particular
cooking pots (65%). Cooking pots, jars and wa-
ter jugs outnumber bowls and cups.

A study of the proportions of closed and open
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1. Proportion of forms in the Tomb 303 assemblage, cal-
culated by minimum number of forms.

forms during the Islamic period is not yet avail-
able, although this would certainly be desirable
in future. However, some results are available
for specific sites and periods, e.g. the Crusader-
period castle of al-Wu‘ayra*. The high propor-
tions of cooking pots and closed forms are simi-
lar to other assemblages from the Petra region
that were occupied over several centuries during
the Middle and Late Islamic periods, e.g. Bayda
and Wadt Farasa (where cooking pots were
found in very high percentages)’. Although the
material described here is not derived from an
occupation context and is therefore not direct-
ly comparable with these stratified data, it still
seems that the high proportion of cooking pots
reflects an intensive use of these forms during
the Middle and Late Islamic periods (in particu-
lar the Crusader to Ottoman periods).

With the exception of a moulded lamp, all
of the sherds belong to vessels of the so-called
‘handmade’ group. Only two are red-painted,
while the rest of the assemblage is unpainted.
The general characteristics of fabric, manufac-
ture, firing, surface treatment and, where iden-
tifiable, form, all allow the handmade pottery
fragments to be identified as belonging to types
commonly in use in the Petra region between the
11" and the 20™ centuries. Some recent work
on this class of pottery has established some
diagnostic characteristics on which to base a
preliminary chronological framework®. This
description, discussion and interpretation of the
most significant elements of the Tomb 303 as-
semblage is based on this work.

2. Description of Selected Fragments
Cooking pots

Several types of cooking pot are included in
the assemblage, with the two best-represented
having close parallels at Petra. The fragment in
Fig. 2.2 represents a very common type, being
a globular cooking pot characterized by ledge
handles with an applied clay band connecting

. Al-Wu‘ayra castle was mainly occupied during the
12t century. For this site, data resulting from excava-
tions by two different archaeological missions (Robin
Brown and the University of Florence) do not com-
pletely match in several aspects; this may be due at
least in part to different methods of analysis. Accord-
ing to my complete analysis of the data from Robin
Brown’s excavations of the 12t century phases, there
was a higher proportion of open forms in the 12t cen-
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tury than during the later periods in Petra (see Brown
1987 for some published forms; the full results of this
study are discussed in Sinibaldi 2014).

. Preliminary proportions and observations are presented
in Sinibaldi 2009a: 453, 457.

. Some results of this preliminary study of the Petra ma-
terial and the diagnostic aspects of its chronology are
presented in Sinibaldi 2013a: 170-176.
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them, no neck, an out-turned rim and a flat base.
It has been found in large quantities at Ottoman
Bayda and Khirbat an-Nawafla, Crusader al-
Wu‘ayra and pre-Crusader Khirbat al-Mu‘allagq.
This type was therefore both widespread and
long-lived in the region, with the result that it is
not currently possible to date it more precisely. It
may be the product of unspecialized production
since it often has quite irregular proportions’.
The second type (Fig. 3.1) typically has sim-
ilar ledge handles, but is different in the sense
that it does not have an applied band connect-
ing them; it also has a narrower mouth, a neck, a
globular body and a rounded base. It also tends
to be characterized by a slightly higher manufac-
turing quality, obtained with the help of a turning
tool. In comparison with the other type, it is often
characterized by a high percentage of limestone
inclusions in the fabric, added - as is often the
case in cooking pots - to help the object withstand

the high temperatures to which it was exposed.
For these two reasons, this type may be associ-
ated with a more specialized production; it might
also not have been as long-lived as the first type.
A similar example came from phase VIII (post-
classical) of the Petra Pool Complex excavations,
which has been dated to the 12t century on the
basis of this specific ceramic object and its par-
allels with ceramic material from al-Wu‘ayra?.
However, in light of my more recent research on
the Petra ceramics, the two cooking pots from
the Crusader castle of al-Wu‘ayra, which have
significant differences, should now be assigned
to two separate types®. Currently, both the cook-
ing pot presented here and the example from the
Petra Pool Complex excavations have their best
stratified parallel at Wadr Farasa, in a 13t - 15t
century context!0, There is also another example
from Bayda, found in association with material
consistent with a Mamluk-period date!!.
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2. A selection of pottery from the assemblage (illustrations M. Sinibaldi): (1) jug; (2) cooking pot; (3) lid.

2.1 (see also FIG. 5): Jug. Fabric: includes large chunks of limestone. Chaff proportion: high. Fabric surface colour:
red. Manufacturing quality: medium. Firing: black core to no core, depending on the thickness of the different
parts. Surface treatment: white slip of varying thickness on external surface except base. Other details: applied
clay decorations to both lower and upper handle attachment. Height: 21.8 cm. Max width: 22 cm. Rim diameter:
10 cm. Base diameter: 14 cm. Wall thickness: 0.7 - 1.2 cm.

2.2 Cooking pot. Chaff proportion: medium. Fabric surface colour: orange. Manufacturing quality: medium. Firing:
black core. Surface treatment: smoothed on external surface. Rim diameter: 14 cm. Wall thickness: 0.6 - 0.9 cm.

2.3 Lid. Chaff proportion: high. Fabric surface colour: buff. Manufacturing quality: medium. Firing: light grey core.
Surface treatment: smoothed on external and internal surfaces. Other details: eight holes (four of which incom-
plete) arranged in two concentric lines; ridge on internal surface to fit pot rim. Diameter: ca 24 cm. Thickness:

1.5 cm.

7. See Sinibaldi 2009a: 452-453, Fig. 8, and 460-461 for a
discussion of the longevity of this type at Petra, its oc-
currence at al-Wu‘ayra and a full profile from Bayda.
For Bayda, see also Sinibaldi and Tuttle 2011: 443-445,
Fig. 15.2. For a full profile from Khirbat an-Nawafla,
see ‘Amr et al. 2000: 253, Fig. 26.2. The presence of
this type in an Ottoman context has been reported in a
personal communication by project director Khairieh
‘Amr. For Khirbat Mu‘allaq, see Lindner 1996: 124-
125, figs 21 and 24.
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8. See Bedal 2000: 144-145; Bedal 2003: 83, 84 and Plate
XXVIb.

9. For examples of these different types of cooking pots
at al Wu‘ayra, see Vannini and Vanni Desideri 1995:
531, Fig. 16, Vannini and Tonghini 1997: 380, Fig. 16
and Sinibaldi 2009a: 461 for a discussion of the types.

10. My publication of the Wadi Farasa ceramic assem-

blage is forthcoming.

11. My publication of the ceramic assemblage from the

Bayda Documentation Project is currently in progress.
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Lid trated towards the centre of the lid. This very
One completely hand-made lid was included long-lasting basic form is known from the Petra
in the assemblage (Fig. 2.3). It was formed by area from at least the 11 century onwards and

pushing a rounded piece of clay onto a flat sur- was in use throughout the whole Islamic period,
face; a concave ridge was then made around the albeit with many variations!2. For this reason, it
rim of the lower surface, in order to make a bet- is not possible to specify a date for the lid which
ter fit with the rim of the pot. Its surface still may, in view of its very low manufacturing qual-

displays clearly visible traces of smoothing. The ity, be the result of non-professional production.
lid was pierced from its external surface in order

to create a vent for steam; eight holes are vis- Knob-decorated cup
ible, arranged in two concentric rows concen- A small cup decorated with a knob (Fig. 3.2),
ra)
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3. A selection of pottery from the assemblage (illustrations M. Zambello): (1) cooking pot; (2) cup; (3) bowl.

3.1 Cooking pot. Fabric: includes large chunks of limestone. Chaff proportion: medium. Fabric surface colour: red to
grey. Manufacturing quality: medium. Firing: black core. Surface treatment: smoothed on external surface. Other
details: ledge handles. Original height: ca 25 cm. Rim diameter: 12 cm.

3.2 Cup. Fabric: exploded chunks of limestone. Chaff proportion: medium. Fabric surface colour: buff. Manufacturing
quality: medium / high. Firing: black core. Surface treatment: smoothed on external and internal surfaces. Other
detail: applied knob decoration. Height: 5 cm. Rim diameter: 8 cm. Base diameter: 3 cm. Wall thickness: 0.5 - 0.8
cm.

3.3 Bowl. Chaff proportion: medium. Fabric surface colour: grey to pink. Manufacturing quality: medium. Firing:
black core. Surface treatment: smoothed and covered with white slip on external and internal surfaces, thicker on
external surface. Paint colour ranges from red to grey. Height: 9.2 cm. Rim diameter: 20 cm. Base diameter: 11 cm.
Wall thickness: 0.9 - 1.9 cm.

12. See for example Lindner et al. 1996: 120, Fig. 12, pre-Crusader); Vannini and Vanni Desideri 1995: 532,
124, Fig. 21.1-2, Fig. 24.1-7 (Khirbat al-Mu‘allaq, Fig. 17.8-9 (al-Wu‘ayra, chronology not indicated);
pre-12th century); ‘Amr et al. 2000: 247, Fig. 18.1 Sinibaldi and Tuttle 2011: 445, 443, Fig. 15.4 (Bayda,
(Khirbat an-Nawafla, Fatimid); Tonghini and Vanni Ottoman).

Desideri 2001: 713, Fig. 8d (Crusader or immediately
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perhaps mirrored by another on the opposite
side, is characterized by a medium / high man-
ufacturing quality obtained with the help of a
turning tool and by well-smoothed internal and
external surfaces. Knob decoration is common
at Wadrt Farasa where the form has a parallel in
a small cup, albeit shallower than the example
from Tomb 303, from a context dated to be-
tween the 13t and 15 centuries.

Jug with appliqué decoration

A large jug has been almost completely re-
constructed (Figs. 5 and 2.1). It may have been
tossed into the tomb after its handle, which was
not found by the excavators, broke off. It used
to have a neck-to-body handle, connected to the
body of the jug by means of two appliqué deco-
rations; the one connecting it to the widest part
of the body is characterized by three termina-
tions. This specific decoration, used to connect
a jug handle to the body of a pot, and the form
itself both have close parallels at Wadt Farasa
from a context dated to between the 13" and
15t centuries. However, a 20t century pot from
Dana has exactly the same type of decoration,
albeit on a different form of roughly the same
size as the one from Thughrah (Biewers 1991
27). This kind of decoration therefore appears
to be another example of extreme longevity in
the region, necessitating caution when attempt-
ing a chronological attribution. It is noticeable
that the surface treatment, viz. a white slip of
varying thickness, as well as the low standard
of manufacture are not paralleled in the Wadt
Farasa assemblage.

Painted and slipped bowl

A bowl (Fig. 3.3) is one of two painted ob-
jects in the assemblage. It is characterized by its
medium manufacturing quality and was formed
with the aid of a turning tool. Several elements,
including the rim shape (flattened on part of the
diameter, but rounded and thickened on anoth-
er), show that the manufacture is relatively ir-
regular.

The uneven firing of the object, very common
in Middle and Late Islamic pottery from Petra,
is evident in the variations in colour (ranging
from grey to red) of the paint used to decorate
the bowl. Before the slip and paint were applied,
both internal and external surfaces were care-
fully smoothed. Afterwards, the internal surface
was covered with a light white slip and then
painted with linear patterns in red, while the lip
was decorated with a broad brushstroke. The ex-
ternal surface of the bowl was covered with a
thick white slip, giving this area a sharp contrast
of colour and decorative effect.

The bowl belongs to a type that, on the basis
of recent observations, has considerable longev-
ity at Petra (at least 12t to 15t centuries), but at
the same time seems also to be characterized by
variations in its chronological development. The
decorative pattern was also long-lived, as it has
been often recorded for Islamic-period hand-
made pottery produced at Petra!3. Examples of
this type originate from a context dated to the
second half of the 12t century at al-Wu‘ayra;
numerous other examples come from the Khir-
bat an-Nawafla assemblage in a context of late
Mamluk date. Yet others are known from a 12t
- 15t century context in Wadt Farasa, with sev-
eral additional examples coming from the Jabal
Harun survey assemblage'. On the basis of
comparisons with other assemblages, a date of
between the 13" and 15% centuries can tenta-
tively be proposed.

Moulded lamp

This important piece (Fig. 4) belongs to the
so-called Emmaus type, the last moulded type
produced in Bilad ash-Sham. This type is often
characterized by a fine but very fragile fabric, a
slipper shape and roughly the dimensions of the
example presented here. It is generally dated to
between the 12t and 14% centuries!. The Em-
maus type is also the last lamp with a slipper
form to have been produced in the Palestine re-
gion'®. In addition to the characteristic decora-
tive patterns, such as rosettes, herringbone pat-

13. See for example the painted pottery from Bayda,
which has some painted patterns of great longevity
(Sinibaldi and Tuttle 2011: 441-443, Fig. 14).

14. See Sinibaldi 2013a: 180 and 191-192, Fig. 2.10, cat.
nos 10, 12 and 13 for drawings and photos of the ex-
amples from Jabal Harun and a description of this type
at Petra. Publication of the ceramic assemblage from
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Khirbat an-Nawafla is in progress. For al-Wu‘ayra,
see Brown 1987: 285-286, Fig. 10.29 and Vannini and
Vanni Desideri 1995.

15. T am very grateful to Kate da Costa for her help with
this identification. For a description of this type, see
Da Costa 2012: 264, Fig. 583.

16. Kennedy 1963: 91 and pl. XXIX, 807, type 27.
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4. Moulded lamp (illustration
M. Zambello).
Moulded lamp. Type: Em-
maus lamp. Fabric: very
fine and soft. Fabric sur-
face colour: cream. Other
details: decorated under
_— base; channel borders.
Height: 3.5 cm. Length 13
cm. Width 8 cm. Wall thick-
ness: 0.5 cm.

5. Jug in Fig. 2.1 (photo M. Sinibaldi).

terns, radial designs and pearls'”?, the lamp from
Tomb 303 appears to have some features in com-
mon with examples found at Baysan, including
the presence of channel borders (not normally
present in this type) and an additional ridge
around the filling hole!8. Although a chrono-
logical subdivision has been attempted on the
basis of the handle form!?, this has not yet been
confirmed by finds beyond Baysan. Therefore,
the best date that can be proposed for the Tomb
303 lamp ranges from the 12t to the 14% cen-
turies. The example presented here appears to
be particularly complex in its decoration, which
deviates from the more common geometric pat-
terns, and is also characterized by the presence
of decoration under the base. A close parallel for
the elaborate decoration under the base, which
is not always present in this type, comes from
a late 14™ century context from the Armenian
Garden in Jerusalem (Tushingham 1985: 397,
Fig. 45.1).

These being the only moulded lamps in the
southern Levant during this period, it is to be
expected that numerous manufacturing centres

17. See Kennedy 1963: 92, type 27; Hadad 1999: 217 and
figs 9.31-33 and 4.16-17 (type 8); 217, figs 9.34-35 and
4.18 (type 9); Kedar and Pringle 1985: 178, Fig. 4.3.

18. Personal communication by Kate da Costa.

19. Hadad 1999: types 8 and 9; Tushingham 1985: 147,
Fig. 37.6, Fig. 38.17, Fig. 39.24, Fig. 39.41, Fig.
37.13, Fig. 38.14 (type G.2); 151, Fig. 43.17, Fig.
45.1-3 (type N. 2).
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were producing the Emmaus type, which has
been found at several sites. Evidence for its man-
ufacture in Jerusalem comes from the Armenian
Garden in a context dated to the last quarter of
the 14% century, from which some moulds for
these lamps were recovered (Tushingham 1985:
151). Additionally, a lamp of this type and what
has been interpreted as a mould for the same
lamp were found at the Church of the Ascension
in Jerusalem (Corbo 1965: Fig. 111.2; Mason
and Milwright 1998: 187-188).

Apart from Jerusalem, other examples of
this type come from sites elsewhere in Palestine
and in Syria. In addition to the sites mentioned
above, these include al-Qubayba where it was
first identified?0, al-Fula (12t - 13t centuries)
(Kedar and Pringle 1985: 178, Fig. 4.3), St Mary
of Carmel (13% century) (Pringle 1984: 100,
Fig. 5.9), the Red Tower (13% - 14t centuries)
(Pringle 1986: 145, Fig. 47), Khirbat al-Lawza
(12th - 13t centuries) (Ellenblum et al. 1996:
192, 194, figs 7-8), Jaffa (13t century) (Klet-
ter 2004: 202-205, Fig. 16.10) and Yogne‘am
(Avissar 1996: 195, Fig. XV.27, no. 28). The
Emmaus type is also represented by examples
from sites in Jordan, e.g. Tall Hisban, where it
is well-dated by a hoard of coins dating to 1260
- 1277 (Thompson 1973: 77), Karak, in a fabric
which does not appear compatible with the typi-
cal Karak fabric (Mason and Milwright 1998:
177, Fig. 2.9, 187-188) and several examples
from Ghawr as-Safi (the sites of Tawahain as-
Sukkar and Khirbat ash-Shaykh ‘Isa)2!, where
occupation at the sugar production site during
the 13t - 14t centuries is evidenced by the pres-
ence of these lamps.

Discussion

The assemblage from Tomb 303 is of great
interest for several reasons, including the fact
that it presents an opportunity to analyse and
publish a small group of objects from Islamic
Petra - a period that needs much more investiga-
tion.

The first important contribution of the Tomb
303 assemblage is the evidence it presents for
settlement in this part of the Petra valley during
the Middle to Late Islamic period. It is possible

to hypothesize that the tomb was used primar-
ily as a rubbish dump for a nearby settled com-
munity for a limited amount of time, since there
seems to have been no obvious accumulation of
dust (that would suggest a long period of aban-
donment) during the period in which the mate-
rial was deposited. This and, as suggested by the
excavators, any possible brief occupation of the
space seems to have occurred in the Mamluk pe-
riod. Thus, the possible date of the dump could
extend from the late 12t century to the 15t cen-
tury, but can most likely be narrowed down to
the 13th - 14t centuries, primarily on the basis of
the date of the lamp. Evidence for settlement in
this area of Petra during the Mamluk period has
been demonstrated by the case study of Wadt
Farasa, where a Nabataean funerary complex
(Schmid 2001, 2002; Schmid and Studer 2003)
was frequented and inhabited at various times
between the 12t and 18™ centuries, with a signif-
icant occupation during the Mamluk period. A
settlement was also present on Jabal Harun dur-
ing the Mamluk period, perhaps in connection
with the building of the weli in the 14 century
(Sinibaldi 2013a: 183). It can also be noted that
the path passing through Thughrah was histori-
cally one of the main routes leading to Petra from
Wadt ‘Araba; today this is also the main route
leading from the ancient city centre of Petra to
Jabal Harun. Additional evidence for Mamluk-
period settlement in the Petra valley may also be
present at the Petra Pool Complex, on the basis
of the intact cooking pot described above. Be-
yond the Petra valley, the Mamluk period was
important at the site of Khirbat an-Nawafla and
recent archaeological evidence is suggestive of
Mamluk-period settlement at Bayda (Sinibaldi,
in press b). It is too early to speculate about the
extent, distribution and intensity of Mamluk-pe-
riod settlement compared to other periods in the
Petra region; this will certainly be an important
topic to explore in the near future. Nevertheless,
the preliminary evidence described here sug-
gests that its presence was significant.

The second important contribution of the
Thughrah assemblage to our understanding of
Islamic-period Petra relates to the trade and cir-
culation of the imported ceramics. The Emmaus

20. Bagatti 1947: 140, pl. 28. This site, long identified as
Biblical Emmaus, was the source of the original name
for this lamp, but this identification can no longer be
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21. Personal communication by Kate da Costa.
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lamp is currently one of very few known chron-
ologically bounded imports found in the Petra
region for the Middle Islamic period; it is there-
fore particularly important. Currently available
evidence suggests that the ‘handmade’ tradition
was predominant in Middle / Late Islamic Pe-
tra, with a very limited presence of wheel-made
or moulded pottery objects, which are therefore
commonly assumed to be of non-local origin.
The very few examples of imports in the Petra
area that date to the 12t - 14t centuries have to
date been identified at al-Wu‘ayra as originat-
ing from the Syrian region, or more generally
from the southern Levant (Vannini and Tonghini
1997: 382; Brown 1987: 284). The sources for
imports at Bayda and Wadi Farasa have been
identified as being the Lebanese coast, Red Sea,
Syria / Egypt and Palestine?2; the lamp therefore
adds some important information to this picture.

The possibility cannot be excluded that the
Petra example belongs to the late 12t century,
because the area was trading with Palestine dur-
ing the Crusader period (Sinibaldi 2014), but
it should be borne in mind that the other ex-
amples found in Jordan all date to the Mamluk
period. The location of the sites at which they
were found (Karak; Tall Hisban; Tawahain as-
Sukkar and Khirbat Shaykh ‘Isa in Ghawr as-
Safi) hints at how this object may have arrived
in Petra. Karak, refortified as a major settlement
by the Franks in 1142, increased its connection
with Palestine and Jerusalem from this time on-
ward, and these connections were maintained
during the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods when
the new rulers chose not to destroy the Crusader
castle, but to refortify and use it as an impor-
tant post on the Darb al-Hajj; the same strategy
was also adopted at Shawbak. Ghawr as-Safi
was likewise well-connected with the Palestine
region; this is evident from the rich ceramic as-
semblages at sites dating to the early Mamluk
period. These ceramics include, for example,
some relief-moulded bowls, a well-known type
of the 13™ - 14t centuries?3 which is also rep-
resented by several examples at Tall Hisban, a

very significant site during the Early Mamluk
period (Walker and La Bianca 2003: 464-466).
Numerous examples of these bowls have also
been found at Karak castle and on the Karak pla-
teau (Milwright 2008: 201-207; Brown 1991:
233, 278, nos 252-257). What is of interest is
the fact that these bowls of the 13t - 14th cen-
turies were produced in Jerusalem (See Avissar
and Stern 2005: 23-24, type 1.1.7), to which all
these sites seem to have been well-connected;
this may also have been the origin of some of
the Emmaus lamps in Jordan.

The hypothesis that the lamp may have ar-
rived in Petra from Palestine through Karak or
Ghawr as-Safi is supported by the fact that sev-
eral ceramic products created in early Mamluk
Palestine have been found at all these sites?*. If
the lamp was produced in Jerusalem, this exam-
ple would fit very well with the preliminary evi-
dence already gathered for the existence of trade
connections between Palestine and the Petra
region during the Middle Islamic period along
the King’s Highway, starting in the Crusader pe-
riod and continuing until at least early Mamluk
times. The fact that an Emmaus lamp has been
found in Petra therefore supports the conclusion
that Petra had a continuous, though not intense,
connection with the castles located along the
King’s Highway (Karak and Shawbak) from the
Crusader period into at least the early Mamluk
period. At Shawbak, only ca 25 km from Petra,
a preliminary ceramic assessment of survey and
excavation material has demonstrated that trad-
ed products of the Early Mamluk period were
rich and varied, and certainly included some
from the Palestine region?.

Concluding Remarks

A recent preliminary study of the characteris-
tics of handmade pottery in Petra (the dominant
group there in the Middle and Late Islamic pe-
riods), as well as the identification of its most
diagnostic aspects, now makes it possible to pro-
pose a preliminary chronological framework for
several sites in the region. It also casts some light

22. Such evidence is documented at Bayda and Wadrt Far-
asa for the 12t - 15% centuries.

23. Personal observations from my examination of the
excavated ceramic material from these sites (cour-
tesy of director K. D. Politis and ceramic specialist
A. Grey).
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24. My study of ceramic imports to Petra is curently in
progress.

25. See for example Walker 2009 and Sinibaldi 2009b
for some of the imported early Mamluk fragments re-
covered from excavations and surveys at Shawbak, as
well as the locally better-known handmade pottery.
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on the important subject of the extent, nature and
chronology of settlement in the Petra region in
its post-urban phase and of its relationship with
trade26. While it is hoped that additional work
will in future yield further information on these
themes, currently available data, as shown for
example by results from the Tomb 303 assem-
blage, already make it possible to demonstrate
with certainty that (1) settlement in the Petra
valley existed during the Mamluk period and (2)
during this period imports to the Transjordanian
region reached the Petra valley itself.

The decision of several researchers involved
in recent work in Petra, which is normally fo-
cused on the study of earlier periods, to encour-
age the specialized study of pottery from later
excavated contexts has been an important step
in coming to a better understanding of the chro-
nology of these sites?’. Evidence is gradually
demonstrating that, although settlement certain-
ly seems to have significantly decreased in the
Petra valley after the Byzantine period, it did
not stop completely?®. The commonly held view
that the valley was abandoned sometime after
the Nabataean period and was only briefly reoc-
cupied during a period of revival under Frankish
rule in the 12t century?® now seems impossible
to sustain. Instead, ceramic evidence is gradu-
ally providing a more nuanced and complex pic-
ture of continuing settlement in the valley dur-
ing the Islamic period, with the Mamluk period
beginning to emerge as a significant phase®.
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