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Protection and development proposals

Before dealing with the proposals for the protection and
development of Jerash, I would like to say a few words about
the evolution of the ideology which has guided the protection
and the administration of the historical heritage in recent
years.

Introduction

Since the beginning of this century a gradual evolution has
taken place, within western culture, in the concept of a
historical monument, from that of an isolated entity to that of
an entire historical environment. A monument cannot be
considered, in fact, independent of the urban or natural
environment in which it is situated and from which it derives
its culturally dependent autonomy. This principle, together
with theories of a historical nature, emanates from the
consciousness of the irreversible alteration of the environmen-
tal and historical patrimony, due to the uncontrolled develop-
ment of production and fruition systems, as well as the social
evolution of an industrial civilization.

Until very recent times, the attention of those responsible
for the management of historical property has been mainly
devoted to artifacts of artistic value, in many cases resulting in
their abuse and falsification.

On the other hand, a great number of monuments consid-
ered of little or no artistic value have been destroyed or
disconnected from their historical or natural context. In the
last thirty years, due to the effects of the Second World War
and mostly to the very accelerated progress of industrial and
technical development, political and public opinion has be-
come aware of the urgency of planning and legislating for the
safeguarding of cultural heritage!.

A definition can be given of the context of historical
interest: this is the organic whole of objects, buildings or sites
defined by topographical, architectural or geographical limits.
This entire historical environment, rather than a single

'UNESCO, which since 1949 has launched programmes of technical assistance, and
ICOMOS operating since 1957, are the most important organizations in the field; they
are among the promoters of the following fundamental statements: International
Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of Monuments and Sites (Venice 1964);
Carta del Restauro 1972, European Charter of the Architectural Heritage (Amsterdam
1975).

privileged monument is the result of collective human
experience, therefore any alteration to such a context brings
about a definite loss; it must be asserted that cultural
heritage is neither replaceable nor repeatable.

In addition, we know very well how the rapid expansion of
the phenomenon of urbanization caused the abnormal crowd-
ing of cities as well as the disregard of minor centres, each
having its own ‘raison d’étre’ in its peculiar environment. The
increase of individual and public transport, the growth of
technical and industrial infrastructures, the mechanization of
agriculture and the growth of mass tourism has produced a
brutal fracture in the harmonious balance created by mankind
through the ages?.

Current opinion is that the historical environment must
play a role in present life; it is then evident that we should deal
with cultural heritage more in the sense of integration than of
mere conservation. Better still, the essential aim should be the
transformation of the attitude of a passive conservation into
an active one in such a way as to revitalize and give a new
destination to the ancient capital investments, operating by
means of profitable long-term strategies through political-
economical actions®.

Present situation

Jerash represents indeed a very evident example of two
independent contrasting aspirations. The town on the east
side of Wadi Jerash, the ancient Chrysorhoas, subject to
casual growth, is clearly in opposition to the vocation of its
territory, this being pre-eminently agricultural*; Gerasa on
the other hand represents one of the most conspicuous
historical features of the country, although it is essentially
considered as a mere touristic resource.

2Cp. P. Gazzola, The past in the future, ICCROM, 1975.
3For exemplary applications of such strategies, see P. Gazzola, ibid., pp 56-81.

*This is fundamentally due to its position between Amman and Irbid which is the cause
of an uncontrolled phenomenon of commutation between Jerash and the two major
urban work centres of the country. Jerash has, in fact, a double role: as a cheap place of
residence for people unable to reside in Amman, and as a commercial centre for the
people of its large territory. Employment potentiality and commercial activity are thus
inconsistent with the actual capacity of the town, the first is proportionally inferior, the
second proportionally superior to the number of the inhabitants.

243




