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Introduction

Wadi Shu‘eib (Fig. 1) is the name that
has been given to a large Neolithic complex
located in central Jordan. The site
apparently has been known since the
1920s, and was “‘archaeologically” discov-
ered by Diana Kirkbride in the 1950s. It
was briefly mentioned by Zeuner (1957:23)
in his discussion of prehistoric sites in
Jordan, where he referred to it as “Site
44”. He described the site as being located
near the Wadi Shu‘eib bridge and posses-
sing Pre-Pottery Neolithic plaster floors
and chipped stone implements. The site
also was mentioned in Mellaart’s (1975:63,
68) summary of the Neolithic, but he only
noted the presence of white wares (vaiselle
blanches) at the site and its apparent
abandonment at the end of the 7th millen-
nium B.C. More recently, the site has been
discussed by one of us (Rollefson 1987b),
who noted that it could possibly rival the
large Neolithic settlements of ‘Ain Ghazal
and Jericho.

In recent years, there has been a
renewed research interest in the Neolithic
of Jordan with.the intensified investiga-
tions at major centers such as ‘Ain Ghazal
(Simmons et al. 1988) and Basta (Gebel et
al. 1988). Because Wadi Shu‘eib had never
previously been professionally investi-
gated, a joint team from Yarmouk Uni-
versity, the Desert Research Institute, and
San Diego State University, which has
been excavating at ‘Ain Ghazal for the past
several years, undertook limited test ex-
cavations at Wadi Shu‘eib during the sum-
mer of 1988. This paper represents our
initial report of these investigations.
Analysis of the materials recovered is still
underway, and all of the conclusions pre-
sented here should be considered as pre-

liminary.
Environmental Setting

The site is approximately 20 km west-
northwest of Amman and is cut by the
Salt-Shuna road. It is located roughly 8 km
south of Salt and less than a kilometer
north of the small village of Wadi Shu‘eib,
located at the Wadi Shu‘eib bridge. Por-
tions of the site may, in fact, extend into
the modern village.

The site is located on the north bank
of Wadi Shu‘eib at an elevation of ca. 375
m above sea level. It is situated on a slope
of moderate steepness that, near the edge
of the wadi, falls dramatically into a gorge.
The site is “saddle-shaped” in cross sec-
tion; this center depression might repre-
sent the effects of a relatively recent
erosional event. This area of Jordan re-
ceives ca. 400 mm of rainfall during the
year (Beaumont 1985). Much of the site is
today under cultivation, with tobacco
being the main crop grown. The area
immediately surrounding the site is re-
latively lush, and prior to modern develop-
ment, local informants have indicated the
presence of springs less than a kilometer
from the site.

Site Description

From surface indications alone, there
is not a great deal of cultural material
visible. Indeed, as recently as 1986, (Rol-
lefson 1987b) examined exposed portions
of the site but did not observe abundant
cultural deposits. Increased road building
activity and erosion, however, has recently
exposed more of the site, and in 1987,
another of us (AHS) visited the site with
Dr. David McCreery, former director of




