A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE SHAWBAK NORTH
ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT (SNAP): SUMMER 2011

Sumio Fujii, Masatoshi Yamafuji and Yui Arimatsu

Introduction

As a part of our major research project
(JBPP: the Jafr Basin Prehistoric Project), we
have started a sub-project (SNAP: the Shawbak
North Archaeological Project) with a view to
shedding new light on the general occupational
history of the hilly terrain at the western edge
of the Jafr Basin. This area is a nodal point of
surrounding topographic zones, including the

Karak/Tafila highlands to the north, the Wadi
Miisa intermountain plain to the south, the Jafr
Basin to the east, and the Wadi Faynan low-
land drainage basin to the west (Fig. 1). Despite
its geographical importance, it has so far been
poorly investigated: major sites investigated
to date are limited to Palaeolithic flint scat-
ters along the al-Fujayj escarpment (Rollefson
1981a, 1981b, 1985), the Neolithic settlement
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1. Location of the research area.

-157-



ADAJ 56 (2012)

of Wadi Badda (Fujii 2007), the dolmen field of
Umm at-Tuwayrat (Dubis et al. 2004; Scheltema
2008), Iron Age sites around Khirbat ad-Dabba
(Whiting et al. 2008, 2009) and Shawbak Castle.
Considering the rich archaeological potential of
the area, the present state of investigation is far
from satisfactory.

Our new research project is intended to fill
the information gap at this nodal point and, in so
doing, provide a basis for synthesizing the sepa-
rate data sets in surrounding areas. The project
anticipates a total research period of seven years,
from 2010 to 2017. The first phase (2010-2012)
aims to build up a comprehensive database of
archaeological sites in the research area. The
second phase (2013-2017), on the other hand,
will be devoted to soundings and excavations at
several promising sites located in the first phase.
The first field season was conducted in the sum-
mer of 2010, focusing on the northern half of
Area 1. The survey located a total of twenty sites
ranging in date from a Palaeolithic flint scatter to
a Nabatean settlement. The second survey, con-
ducted between 5 and 8 October 2011, located
sixteen sites in the western half of Areas 4 and
7. This report briefly summarizes the results of
these investigations.

Research Area

Our research area consists of the vast de-
pression below the al-Fujayj escarpment and a
part of the hilly terrain in the south, covering
an area extending ca. 12km north - south by ca.
10km east-west. It is defined by the following
four topographical features: Wadi al-Hmra and
its northern slopes to the north, the main high-
way passing through the town of Shawbak to the
south, the Fujayj escarpment to the east and the
steep slopes leading down to the Faynan area to
the west (Fig. 2).

The research area includes a few major
drainage systems. To begin with, Wadi Tartar
flows northward from the northern flank of the
hilly terrain and joins Wadi an-Nakhil roughly in
the center of the research area. Wadi al-Bustan
drains north-eastward from the hilly terrain and
likewise joins Wadi an-Nakhil, which in turn
runs westward down to the Faynan area. These
three drainage systems divide the research field
into seven survey areas with various topographic
traits.

The depression area is under arid climatic
conditions, being poor in vegetation. For this
reason, no traditional settlements are existent.
However, due to its unique topography, there are
several perennial springs and streams (e.g. Wadi
an-Nakhil and Wadi Shuqariyyah), which pro-
vide drinking water for local herders. The hilly
terrain, on the other hand, is relatively rich in wa-
ter supply and several settlements with residents
engaged in horticulture and pastoralism are dot-
ted throughout the area. Thus, the research area
can be divided into two: the arid depression to
the north and the relatively fertile hilly terrain to
the south.

The second survey, our main concern here,
focused on the elongated hilly country in the
western half of Areas 4 and 7. The survey took
place by means of transects on foot, and a to-
tal of 64 hours were devoted to the fieldwork.
The identification of sites was based on artifact
scatters and / or evidence of structural remains.
Every site located was plotted on a topographic
map and registered according to the SNAP site
code system. The surface collection consisted
of 583 pottery sherds and 8 flint artifacts, all of
which were registered and carefully recorded.

Results of the Investigation

The survey located a total of sixteen sites,
including three sites (Sites 04002, 07001 and
07004) that had been tentatively registered
during the first field season. The following de-
scription is made in an ascending order of site
registration number, regardless of supposed
site date(s). The register number is five-digit;
the first two digits indicate an area number and
the last three digits a site serial number within
each area. The following description includes
site name, coordinates for location (according to
WGS 84), elevation, site location, site type, site
size, preservation state, surface finds, structural
remains, possible date and comments. Period ab-
breviations are as follows:

EB: Early Bronze Age

MB: Middle Bronze Age
LB: Late Bronze Age
Ir: Iron Age

Hel:  Hellenistic period
Nab: Nabataean period
Rom: Roman period
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2. Registered sites of the summer 2011 field season.

Byz: Byzantine period
Isl:  Islamic period

Site 04001
Site name: unknown.

Site location: on the upper part of a steep slope
overlooking the Faynan gorge (Fig. 3: 1).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: unknown.

Preservation: partly destroyed by a modern road.

Coordinates: 30°33.726 N; 35°31.997 E. Surface finds: 5 pottery sherds.

Elevation: 1508m.

Structural remains: unidentified.
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1. Site 04001 (looking N). 2. Site 04002 (looking N).

3. Site 04003. 4. Site 04004 (looking SE).

5. Site 04005 (looking W). 6. Site 04006 (looking SE).
F

7. Site 04007 (looking S).

3. General view of registered sites in Area 4.
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Possible date: Rom - Byz.
Comments: no special comment.

Site 04002

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°33.933 N; 35°32.126 E.
Elevation: 1513m.

Site location: at the top of a steep slope over-
looking the Faynan gorge (Fig. 3: 2).

Site type: isolated structural remains and artifact
scatter.

Site Size: ill-defined.

Preservation: relatively good.

Surface finds: 102 pottery sherds (Fig. 4: 1-6,
Fig. 5: 1-6).

Structural remains: several masonry wall align-
ments constructed with dressed limestone boul-
ders up to ca. 1 m long.

Possible date: Hel, Nab, Rom-Byz (majority of
finds) and Isl.

Comments: Nabataean fine ware sherds concen-
trated on the eastern part of the site.

Site 04003

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°34.055N; 35°32.638E.
Elevation: 1391m.

Site location: on the upper part of a steep slope
overlooking the Faynan gorge (Fig. 3: 3).

Site type: isolated structural remains and artifact
scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: heavily damaged.

Surface finds: 6 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: poorly preserved stone align-
ments of dressed limestone boulders.

Possible date: Rom-Byz and Isl.

Comments: no special comments.

Site 04004

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°34.254N; 35°33.085E.
Elevation: 1301m.

Site location: on the upper part of a steep slope
overlooking the Faynan gorge (Fig. 3: 4).

Site type: isolated structural remains and artifact
scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: heavily damaged by recent culti-
vation.

Surface finds: 69 pottery sherds (Fig. 4: 7-10,

Fig. 5: 7-10).

Structural remains: unidentified.

Possible date: EB, Ir, Hel, Nab and Rom-Byz
(majority of finds).

Comments: no special comment.

Site 04005

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°34.346N; 35°33.093E.
Elevation: 1271m.

Site location: on the upper part of a steep slope
overlooking the Faynan gorge (Fig. 3: 5).

Site type: cemetery?

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: partly damaged.

Surface finds: 38 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: a rectangular cist construct-
ed of large limestone slabs.

Possible date: Rom-Byz (majority of finds) and Isl.
Comments: no special comment.

Site 04006

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°34.390N; 35°33.114E.
Elevation: 1213m.

Site location: on the upper part of a steep slope
overlooking the Faynan gorge (Fig. 3: 6).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: heavily damaged by recent cultivation.
Surface finds: 29 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: unidentified.

Possible date: Rom-Byz.

Comments: no special comment.

Site 04007

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°34.513N; 35°33.251E.
Elevation: 1199m.

Site location: on a gentle slope to the north-west
of Site 04006 (Fig. 3: 7).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: -

Surface finds: 67 pottery sherds (including
Nabatean fine ware sherds (Fig. 4: 11-15,
Fig. 5: 11-15).

Structural remains: unidentified.

Possible date: Ir, Hel, Nab, Rom-Byz (majority
of finds) and Isl.

Comments: no special comment.
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4. Selected small finds from registered sites in Area 4.
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i Color _
Fig.. no Period Farm Inclusion Nate
nterior exterior care
P light yellow orange 8 black, brown and white sand
4:1 Rom-Byz Bowl orange {2.5YR&/6) . orange (2.5YRE/6) K wet smooth with wheel
e g o (10YRE/4) range le.a 0.1-1mm in diameter ' e
- P P ey p—— black sand 0.1-0.5mm in
4: 2 Rom-Byz Bowl arange {2.5YRG/6) orange (2.5YRG/6) orange (2.5YR6/6) dm:-nutc; - ! wet smooth with wheel
. - " black sand 0.1mm in .
4: 3 Rom-Byz Bowl arange (2.5YRG/6) orange (2.5YRG/6) orange (2.5YRG/6) . R ' wet smooth with wheel
diameter, mica
. . . orownish gray brownish gray brownish gray - . n
4: 4 Rom-Byz (Base) s . Ay o 1. 13 ray sand 0.1mm in diameter wet smooth with wheel
v = ovRs/1-4/1) (10YR5/1-4/1) (10YR5/1-4/1) ars ' e
. & white and black sand 0.5- .
4: 5 Rom-Byz lar arange {7.5YRE/6) dull orange (5YRG/3} orange (7.5YR6/6} e s ~ y wet smooth with wheel
mm in diameter
black and brown sand 0.5-
4: 6 Rom-Byz Jar arange {2.5YRG/6-6/8) orange (2.5YRG/6-6/8) orange (2.5YR6/6-6/8) Tmm in diameter, with a little wet smooth with wheel
mica
- N . . N black sand 0.1mr
4.7 Nab Bowl arange {2.5YRE/E) arange (2.5YRG/6) orange (2.5YRG/6) sk san e wel smoath with wheel
diameter
B . P—— . . black sand 0.1 mrr
4.8 Nakb Bowl arange {2.5YRE/8) arange (2.5YRE/6) orange (2.5YRG/6) ;::ru'[:r" e wet smoath with wheel
calcite 0.5-2mm in diameter,
4:49 Rom-Byz lar arange {2.5YRG/6) orange (2. 5YRG/6) orange (2.5YRG/B} black and white sand 0.5- wet smoaoth with wheel
Tmm in diameter
black and brown sand 0.1-
bright reddish brow: ull reddish brow bright reddish br N
410 Rom-Byz (Base) .j_Jr_I_;_‘YR;'f‘(;- 15 Brawn I‘;,‘;:(ﬁr‘,: rown :/‘I.IEYR':':,\] " O amm in diameter, a little wet smoath with wheel
mica
4: 11 Nab Bowl arange {2.5YREG/8) orange (2.5YRG/8) orange (2.5YRG6/8) none wet smooth with wheel
4:12 Nab Bowl orange {5YR7/6-7/8) orange (3¥YR7/6-7/8) orange (5YR7/6-7/8) none careful wet smooth
. T dull orange (7.5YR7/4- black and brown sand 0.1- .
4:13 Nab Bowl orange {5YRE6/6-6,/8) orange (3YRG,/6-6/8) e ange s . N ) wet smooth with wheel
Bid) Tmm in diameter
black and white sand 0.1-
4:14 Nab Bowl  orange (2.5YR6/6-6/8) orange (2.5YRE/6-6/8) orange (2.5YRG/6-5/8) D ok andwhite sand careful wet smooth
; . N 0.5mm in diameter
black 1 ful h, ralling inci
a5 Nab Rowl  orange (2.5YR6/6-6/8) orange (2.5YRG/6-6/8) orange (2.5YR6/6-6/8) o ok sand .Tmm in careful wet smooth, rolling incised dots
- N diameter on ext. surface

5. List of selected small finds from registered sites in Area 4.

Site 04008

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°34.575N; 35°33.251E.
Elevation: 1176m.

Site location: located on a gentle slope to the
north-west of the settlement of al-Mansurah
(Fig. 3: 8).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: -

Surface finds: 25 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: unidentified.

Possible date: Ir (?), Rom-Byz (majority of
finds) and Isl.

Comments: no special comments.

Site 07001

Site name: Khirbat al-Juhayr.
Coordinates: 30°31.560N; 35°30.747E.
Elevation: 1507m.

Site location: at the top of a gentle slope ca.
0.3km north of al-Juhayr (Fig. 6: 1).

Site type: cairn field.

Site size: ca. 3ha (ca. 300m north-south by ca.
100m east - west).

Surface finds: 20 pottery sherds (Fig. 7: 1-9,
Fig. 8: 1-9).

Preservation: partly destroyed by modern houses.
Structural remains: several exposed elongated cists.
Possible date: EB IB (majority of finds), Hel and
Rom-Byz.

Comments: EB coarse ware sherds (Fig. 7: 1-5)
predominate, but Roman - Byzantine fine ware
sherds were also present (Fig. 7: 6-9).

Site 07002

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°31.888N; 35°30.829E.
Elevation: 1506m.

Site location: on a gentle hill ca. 0.5km north of
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1. Site 07001 (looking N).

3. Site 07003 (looking S). 4. Site 07004 (looking SW).

r'_

5. Site 07005 (looking S). 6. Site 07006 (looking N).

7. Site 07007 (looking N). 8. Site 07008 (looking N).

6. General view of registered sites in Area 7.
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Site 07001 (Fig. 6: 2).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ca. 0.4ha (ca. 100m north-south by ca.
40m east-west).

Preservation: -

Surface finds: 8 pottery sherds and 1 flint arti-
fact.

Structural remains: several stone alignments.
Possible date: Hel, Rom-Byz and Isl.
Comments: no special comment.

Site 07003

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°32.307N; 35°30.714E.
Elevation: 1551m.

Site location: an edge of the western escarpment
(Fig. 6: 3).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ca. 1ha (ca. 100m north - south by ca.
100m east-west).

Preservation: heavily damaged.

Surface finds: 12 pottery sherds and 1 flint arti-
fact.

Structural remains: several intermittent stone
alignments ca Sm long by ca. 0.5m wide.
Possible date: Rom-Byz and Isl.

Comments: no special comment.

Site 07004

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°32.875N; 35°31.305E.
Elevation: 1525m.

Site location: an edge of the western escarpment
(Fig. 6: 4).

Site type: cairn field, settlement (?).

Site size: ca. 1.3ha (ca. 250m north - south by
ca. 50m east-west).

Preservation: partially plundered.

Surface finds: 94 pottery sherds and 6 flint arti-
facts.

Structural remains: several elongated cairns
5-7m long.

Possible date: EB IA, EB IB, (EB II) (the major-
ity of pottery sherds were EB), Ir, Rom-Byz and
Isl.

Comments: The distinctive EB IA pottery sherds
(Fig.7: 10-11, Fig. 8: 10-20) have parallel exam-
ples at ‘En Esur and Yiftah’el (Yannai 2006: 92,
fig. 4. 71: 3; Braun 1997: fig. 9. 5: 2, 9. 18: 1, 3).
Also of significance is the occurrence of EB IB-
IT cooking pots and lamp bowls; the latter have

.. The Shawbak North Archaeological Project 2011

much in common with contemporary material
from Tel Arad in the northern Negev (Amiran et
al. 1978: pl. 13: 7,19, 22: 30 etc.). Similar finds
have also been confirmed in Stratum III (EB II)
at Bab adh-Dhra‘ (Rast and Shaub 2003: pl. 31:
26, 33: 19).

Site 07005

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°32.966N; 35°31.576E.
Elevation: 1545m.

Site location: on a gentle slope ca. 0.5 km east of
Site 07004 (Fig. 6: 5).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: partly destroyed by modern road
construction.

Surface finds: 20 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: several stone concentrations
(cairns?).

Possible date: Ir, Hel, Nab and Rom-Byz.
Comments: no special comment.

Site 07006

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°33.100N; 35°31.738E.
Elevation: 153 1m.

Site location: located on a gentle slope ca. 0.5
km north of Site 07005 (Fig. 6: 6).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ca. 0.6ha (ca. 80m north - south by ca.
70m east - west).

Preservation: -

Surface finds: 34 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: unidentified.

Possible date: Hel, Nab and Rom-Byz (majority
of finds).

Comments: no special comment.

Site 07007

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°33.293N; 35°31.880E.
Elevation: 1540m.

Site location: on a gentle slope ca. 0.5km north
of Site 07006 (Fig. 6: 7).

Site type: artifact scatter.

Site size: ill-defined.

Preservation: -

Surface finds: 15 pottery sherds.

Structural remains: none.

Possible date: Rom-Byz (majority of finds).
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7. Selected small finds from registered sites in Area 7.
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1.5mm in diameter

Color
Fig.: no.  Period Form . K Inclusion Note
interiar exterior core
dull yellow orange amount of very small white
71 EB I Bawl 0 UY‘;U“ 9 dull arange {(7.5YR6/4)  dull arange (7.5YR6/4) sand, gray and white sand Red slipped (5YR5/6) (partially remains)
{ ! Tmm in diameter
e . gray sand 1-2Zmm in Diagonally smoothed an int. surface,
72 EB | Krater orange (7.35YR7/6) d'f” orange (7.5YRG/4- dull redcjlsf‘ brown diameter, white sand Tmm in continuous thumb-indentations on rim,
7/4) (2.5YR5/4-4/4)
diameter rim diameter = 38&6mm
amount of black sand 0.5mm
in diameter, white sand 1
73 EB | lar dull orange (7.3YRG/4) dull orange (7.5YR&/4) dull orange (7.5¥YR6/4) 3mm in diameter, small Horizontally smoothed on ext, surface
amount of translucent sand
0.5mm in diamete and mica
. Holemouth bright reddish brown  bright reddish brown  Ext.. orange (2.5vR6/6) L= 3308 H.amm in Indented rope decoration below exterior
FSoa EB | N diameter, amount of black
Jar {2 5YR5/6) 2 5¥YR5/6) Int.: gray (5¥4,1) rim
sand D.3mm in diameter
arange (2.5YR6/6), dull amount of sand 1-4mm in
7.5 B | Holemauth N R g€ 1.2 o bright reddish brown diameter, white sand 1-2Zmm  Smoothed an both surfaces, spout below
. orange (2.5YRE/6) yellowish arange Lo . S X
Jar p . (2.5¥R5/6) in diameter, black sand 1- rim, coarse ware
(TOYR7/4) S
3mm in diameter
" (SYRG,/4- I { ‘- /- | . i .
76 Rom-Byz Bowl dull arange (5YRG/ dL: | arange (3YRG/ dull orange (5YRG/ black sand 0.5mm in wet smooth with wheel
6/6) 6/6) 6/6) diameter
77 Rom-Byz Bowl orange (SYRG/6) orange (5YRG6/6) dull orange [5YRE/4) 3'.:.(:2?2."‘1 0.5-Tmm In wet smooth with wheel
7.8 Rom-Byz (Base) orange (5YR7/6-6,/6] arange (SYR7/6-6/6) arange (5¥YR7/6-6/6) nane careful wet smooth
79 Rom-Byz (Base) orange (5YR7/6-6/6) orange (5YR7/6-6/6) arange (5YR7/6-6/6) nane careful wet smoath
a Ext.. brownish gray
arange {2.5YRE/6) . e sand 1Tmm in diameter, very
i
710 EB 1A Bowl red (10R5/6) brawnish gray (SYRS/1) \7.)IYRS.-’ 1 small amaunt of white sand F oruuntall.\e smoothed on both surfaces,
(oot mark?) Int_: bright reddish 0.5-1mm in diameter indented handle an exterior rim
’ brown (2, 5YR5/6) '
- B orange {2.5YRE/6), dull brownish gray amount of calcite fragments  Incised rope decoration on the joint of
3 i 3
1 EB ItA Jar orange (2.5YRE/6 brown (7 5YR5/3) (1O¥R5/1} 1 3mm in diameter neck and shoulder, very coarse ware
" (7.5YR7/4)
:151;' l::r:lgr:' du’ll v orange (2.5¥RE/6] ellowish gra very small amount of white Burnished on ext. surface
712 EB 1(B)-11 Bowl b : tslip/wash: dull reddish "o e 973 ki e Smoothed on int. surface
reddish brown (2.5Y5/1) sand Tmm in diameter . .
brown 2.5YR4/4) Red slipped on exterior surface and rim
2.5YR4/3)
arange (2.5YR6/6), dull calcite fragments 1-3mm in
I
713 EB HE)-II Ho eJ:lroutn orange (2,5YRG/6) yellowish arange - diameter, amount of sand 1- Is—loorluz(o;etla‘ll\: Iszir::.looct;:rc;eo\r‘::rzm surfaces,
(10YR7/4) 2mm in diameter n :
amount of sand 0.5mm in
- . - .
714 EB 1Bl Lamp bowl dull orange (5YRG/4)  arange (5YRG/6) dull yellow (2.5¥6/3)  diameter, calcite fragments Fartially red slip remains (red, 10YR5/6),
- lamp bowl with soot mark
2mm in diameter
. side: yellowish . :
dull orange (SYRE/4) dull orange {7.5YR7/4) ‘E;ts:fi]ye owish gray sand 1mm in diameter,
715 EB B}l Lamp bowl orang ! (slip: dark red 10R3/4- S limestane fragments 2-3mm  Burnished on both surfaces, lamp bowl
(slip: red 10R5/6) . Int. side: light gray N N
red 10R4/6) - | in diameter
(2.5¥7/3)
Holemouth rayish brown dull reddish brown ?IYZ‘?':J:\[ 2';:':\';?;:2?:‘;:“5 Horizontally smoothed on both surfaces
7216 EBNENN MU Guil orange (7.5vRE 4y SIVISH BrOW (2.5YR5/4) - dull brown ' . oA e ' '
Jar (7 SYR5/2) il amount of sand Tmm in with soot mark on ext. rim?
. 5YR5/3)
diameter
sand 1mm in diameter, small
Holemouth - . dull yellowish crange amount of red sand 1-2Zmm in Smoothed on int, surface, thick calcite
[[i:381] " 75YRG/4) " 7.5YRE/4
77 e Jar dull orange (7.5YR6/4) - dull orange (7.5YR6/4) 1 5yp7 3 diameter, translucent sand 1- on ext. surface
1.5mm in diameter
ellowish gra sand 1-2mm in diameter,
718 EB I(E)-II Jug? dull orange (2.3YR6/4) dull orange {2.5YR&/4) '_"2 ;Yﬁ,”g i limestone fragments 0.5- Thumb-indentation on outer rim
e Imm in diameter
dull reddish brown B N brownish gray small amount of sand Tmm N
1)
7:19 EB I lar base (2 5YR5/4) light gray (5Y7/1}) (10YR5/1} in diameter Horizontally smoothed on both surfaces
small amount of sand 1
720 EE 1 Jar base orange (5YRG/G) arange {2.5YRE/6) dull reddish brown 1.95mm in diameter, very Horizontally smoothed on both surfaces
aet ge i ! (5YRS/4) small amount of white sand ¥
0.5-1Tmm in diameter
-bright reddish  arange-bright reddish  arange-bright reddish black sand 0.1-0.5mm in
Nab Bowl Jranae b - t th
721 ? o brown (2.5YR6/6-5/6) brown (2.5¥R6/6 5/6)  brown (2.5YRG/6 5/6) diameter wersmea
I . L . black sand 0.1mm in .
722 Rom-Byz lar orange (2. 5YRG/6) arange (2.5YR6,/6) arange (2 .5YREG/6) diameter wet smooth with wheel
. . X dull orange-crange dull orange-orange dull orange-orange black and white sand 0.1
7:23  RomByz far (5YRE/4-6/6) (5YR6/4-6/6) (5¥RG/4-6/6) 0.5mm in diameter et smooth with wheel
. . . . ; . . black sand O.1mm in
724 Rom Byz (Base) orange (2. 5YRG/6 6/8) orange (2.5YRE/6 6/8) arange (2.5YRE/6 6/8) dismater wet smoath with wheel
e . rayish brown black, white and gray sand "
7°25  RomByz Bawl orange (2.5YRG/6-6/8] :37 S"YR[‘N_SM orange (2.5YR6/6-6/8) 17" 0 WITE dla?ne:er wet smoath with wheel
| - heel
7. 26 sl (Base)  dull orange (7.5YR7/4) orange {2.5YR6/8) orange (2.5YR6/8) black and white sand 0.1 wet smooth with wheel, black paint on
0.5mm in diameter buff slipped surface
I .
727 " (Base)  orange (2.5YRG/8) orange (2.5YRG/8) orange (2.5YRG/8} blaric and whire sand G.1 wet smooth

8. List of selected small finds from registered sites in Area 7.
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Comments: no special comment.

Site 07008

Site name: unknown.

Coordinates: 30°32.353N; 35°32.403E.
Elevation: 1474m.

Site location: located on the eastern slope of a
small valley leading to Shawbak (Fig. 6: 8).
Site type: settlement.

Site size: ca. 4ha (ca. 200m north-south by ca.
200m ecast-west).

Preservation: relatively well preserved.

Surface finds: 39 pottery sherds (Fig. 7: 21-27,
Fig. 8: 21-27).

Structural remains: many stone-built structural
remains forming a ‘conglomerate’.

Possible date: Ir, Hel, Nab, Rom - Byz and Isl
(including a glazed pottery sherd).

Comments: There is a perennial spring ca. 50m
north of the site, where various pottery sherds
were collected.

Concluding Remarks

The brief survey has suggested (1) that the
general occupational history of the western part
of Areas 4 and 7 dates back to at least the Early
Bronze Age, and (2) that it includes various
forms of archaeological site, ranging from sub-
stantial settlements, through temporal occupa-
tions and isolated structural remains, to simple
artifact scatters. Of particular interest is the EB
I - II small settlement (Site 07004), the finds
from which are suggestive of some cultural con-
tact with the contemporary Negev Highlands as
well as the Dead Sea plain. Subsequent surveys,
scheduled for the spring and summer of 2012,
will focus on the eastern half of the research
area.
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