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Inscription N° I (pl. I and fig. 1)

This inscription was found by Mr. Chaker
Ghadbén, representative of the Department of
Antiquities in Baalbak, and I am indebted to
him and to Mr. Fawzi Zayadin for bringing it
to my notice; Mr. Ghadbadn has described the
site from which it originates and its position
on the map. The text is brief, and incomplete
at the beginning and end, and its chief interest
lies in the fact that it is the most westerly Safa-

itic text yet found. The stone on which it is in-
scribed is a soft, greyish limestone, measuring
at present 17X 12 - 13 cms. but the lower right
hand corner is broken away as is also the right
side of the stone. The back has been dressed
down to a thickness of 3 - 4 cms., and all edges
have been trimmed and smoothed; this suggests
that it was at some time used as a floor tile.

This text is a good example of the danger
of trying to read these graffiti from photographs

Fig. 1

alone; I was first shown three photographs of
the stone taken in full sunlight but with the light
from a different angle in each case. One of the
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photos suggested that the three strokes at the
end of the text were joined, whereas the other
two showed clearly (?) that they were not. On




the basis of this I considered three strokes to
be part of a group of seven as is often found
at the end of Safaitic texts. However, when
much later I saw the original it was immediately
apparent that the strokes were joined, and that it
was in fact the upper part of a 3 of the same form
as that in the first line. Furthermore, traces of
a letter were indicated between the 3 and the g
which had not been apparent on any of the
photographs. The present drawing is made
from the original and a squeeze, and a new
photograph is used.

3G vpa el BE ot
son of Ghathth of the tribe of Khamid,
and he dh ----

The first letter of the personal name looks
like a i upside down, but there are two good
comparisons for this form of & in HCH 50
and 154, where the value of the sign is in no
doubt. The name & (& is unknown, whereas
& & isferqunet in C. HCH, ISB, LP and SIT
The name is sometimes voealised Ghauth, but
the root & & £ is found in Qatabanian (J. 310),
and the root & ¢& in Safaitic ( C 5163, 5319),
Thamudic (WTI 19), Minaean (Gl 985/1) and
Qatabanian (R 3870).

The tribal name is new; Ar. Khdmid means
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calm, silent. The next letter could be another
form of £ but 3 (so, and) would be more in
place as the beginning of some further remark
or comment. There are not many verbs in
Safaitic beginning with 3 the most frequent be-
ing au 4 he sacrificed, and 3¢ 3 he remem-
bered; in the absence of any indication, specula-
tion seems pointless.

-

The position of the & of uaa lying partly
on its side, is peculiar, and there seems no rea-
son for this; there is plenty of room and no
flaw in the stone at this point. The attenuated
form of the & (if such it is) is unusual, but the
stone is rather worn here and the shape not
really clear. The remainder of the letters are
well formed and cut.

Inscription No II (pl. II)

On a large irregular stone there are iso-
lated letters one _<zand threeis | sand one group
of three letters which could read sa J this 1s
not known as a personal name though gad
occurs once in Saf., LP 1267. Ryckmans (RNP
I, p. 2) considers it a form of & J# though
the Saf. reference he quotes (LSI 3 = C 3873)
is now read as (s.a ¢+ The isolated letters and
signs could well be tribal marks.

G. Lankester Harding
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