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Interest in the Baptism site started in 1996
when the Jordanian team with direct support of the
General Director of Antiquities started archaeolog-
ical survey on the eastern side of Jordan River, so
as to protect the archaeological sites along Wadi
al-Kharrar from direct and indirect threats of de-
struction caused by human and natural factors.
Limited excavations conducted in selected loca-
tions during 1997 revealed the presence of more
than 10 archaeological sites scattered in the area.
The significance of the finds was properly under-
stood by the team and early schemes were sub-
mitted to develop the site as tourist a destination
(Waheeb 1997).

The Discovered Architectural Remains
The following architectural remains were dis-
covered during the systematic excavations between
1996-2002:-
- Tall Mar Ilyas: Churches with mosaic floors, wa-
ter cisterns, pools caves of the monks etc. (Wa-
heeb 1998, 1999) (Figs. 1, 2).

1. General view of Tall al-Kharrar with its churches.

- The Zur Area (Eastern Bank of Jordan River):
Churches with mosaic floors, staircase, caves of
the monks, large pool etc. (Waheeb 2001, 2002)
(Figs. 3, 4).
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2. Plan of the Tall al-Kharrar.
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3. Remains of mosaic floor found in John the Baptist church —
Jordan River.

4. Fallen stones rested directly on the mosaic floor of the John
the Baptist church.
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Churches and Mosaics (Tall Mar Ilyas)

The Northern Church

The church consists of two sections: the chancel
screen, which measures 4.20m N-S x 4.15m E-W,
and the nave which measures 8.85m E-W x 4.15m
N-S. The chapel has two entrances, one located in
the northern wall, measuring (70cm wide) and the
other located on the western side. What dis-
tinguishes this church is the Greek inscription
found inside.

The floor of the church was covered with a col-
ored mosaic floor composed of a frame and crosses
depicted with geometrical designs. Pillars along the
northern wall of the church were designed to sup-
port the roof. No roof tiles were recovered from the
excavations, and possibly the roof comprised of
wooden beams which were washed away. The in-
ternal walls of the church were covered with a
smooth white plaster layer. Other buildings as-
sociated with the church near the northern wall
were severely damaged by natural factors during
later periods. The available recovered material sug-
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gests a late Byzantine date.

The Western Church

After cutting the western Lisan marl slope of the
hill, a retaining wall was built, and afterwards the
church which measures 13m x 13m was con-
structed, consisting of two parts. The apse (old
cave) was cut in the natural rock and located under
the northwestern pool. The apse was well prepared.
and a lamp niche was dug in its southern side. The
remains of the door of the chancel screen are still
visible. The other part of the church consisted of
four bases built of well-dressed sandstone ashlars
creating a nave and two aisles (Basilica type). The
roof and the arch system were demolished, where
only remains of arch springs were found.

The floor was covered with colored mosaics
that were unfortunately totally destroyed. Only
fragments with remains of gray lime mortar were
found during the excavation. Some of these frag-
ments show cross signs which decorated the floor
(Fig. 5). It is vital to understand the reasons behind
this destruction, since the nearby mosaic floor of
the northern church was still preserved. Pottery
sherds indicate a late Byzantine date.

The Mosaic Floor

The excavations uncovered a small building,
which measures approximately 6m x 6m located
north of the second church and west of the northern
church. What remains from the site is the colored
mosaic floor, decorated with floral designs, but in a
poor state of preservation due to natural factors and
erosion. The walls of the structure were built of
fieldstone. Unfortunately, only the foundations are
still in situ. The function of this structure should
probably be interpreted in association with the
nearby churches.

5. Fragments of mosaic floor (Church of the Cave).
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