PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
HERITAGE IN JORDAN: LEGAL DOCUMENTS

Mariusz Drzewiecki and Beata Drzewiecka

A complete list of legal documentation
concerning archaeological heritage in Jordan
has never been published. This article aims to fill
this gap. Mariusz Drzewiecki searched through
Jordanian legislation announced in the Official
Gazette (4 )l 33 5all), while Beata Drzewiecka
translated it from Arabic to English. The results
are presented in chronological order in Table 1.

The first legal document was published in 1923,
being a decision to establish the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan (Official Gazette no 16
dated 10 September 1923). The last one included
in the table is a law concerning the protection
and management of Petra Archaeological Park,
issued on 1 September 2014 (Official Gazette no
5299).

The list includes 145 documents covering
legislation that makes direct reference to
material predating 1750 AD (i.e. that defined in
Jordan as ‘Antiquities’) as well as more recent
material (i.e. that commonly defined in Jordan
as ‘heritage’). Legislation that indirectly affects
archaeological heritage (e.g. environmental
laws, agriculture laws, building laws, laws
concerning religion etc.) is not included. Some
of the legal documents dealing with tourism
are on the list, but only those that focus on
archaeological heritage management.

The most important legal documents are
laws (02! $8), indicated in bold font in Table 1.
The first Law of Antiquities (<bala) 5 518) was
published on 15 September 1925 in Official
Gazette no 113.The next to be announced were
in 1935, 1953, 1966 (which was a provisional
law [1976 ,1968 ,([ <83« 54 (also a provisional
law) and, most recently, in 1988. In the case of
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heritage, the first law was published in 2003 (as
a provisional law); this was replaced in 2005 by
a law that is still valid at the time of writing.

In addition to laws, other legislation such as
regulations, amendments, decrees, statements
etc. have also been announced. Most of them
aim to solve practical problems, e.g. setting entry
fees or specifying organisational structures. One
can also find lists of archaeological sites known
in Jordan at the time of announcement, changes
in laws dictated by new circumstances and much
more.

Atthe time of writing, all original legal documents
are available via an online database created by
the Department of the National Library of
Jordan (http://opac.nl.gov.jo/adlibweb/default.
aspx). The documents are in Arabic. (Table
1) gives the original title of the document in
Arabic and an English translation, as well as
the date of publication and the number of the
Official Gazette in which the document was first
published.
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