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Jabal Humrat Fidan / Faynan
Project Name: Jabal Humrat Fidan Project (JHF) (Excavauons & Survey)
Duration: September 12th - December 6th 2002
Cost: 30,225 JD.
No of Workers: Each year 20 - 30 workers, and 40 to 80 students participate on the
Project.

Sponsor : University of California,San Diego /USA; with the cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan.
Directors : Professor Thomas E. Levy (Senior Principal Investigator); Dr. Russell B.

Adams (Co-Principal Investigator), Dr. Mohammed Najjar (Co-Director)

The Jabal Humrat Fidan (JHF) is part of the greater
ii Faynan district: which includes the spectacular Dana
nature reserve administered by the Royal Society for the
Conservation of Nature in Jordan. The study area is Ca.
50 km southeast of the Dead Sea. The major wadis in the
research area include: Wadi Fidan, Wadi al-Guwayb and
Wadi al-Jariya. Over 200 sites have been recorded to
date.

Tourism potential and Significant sites: The JHF is
also rich in archaeological resources that are of
international heritage significance. The most significant
monuments or sites include: Wadi Fidan 001 and Wadi
Fidan 061 from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period, Wadi
Fidan 4 from the Early Bronze I (ca. 3600-3300 BC)
Khirbat Hamra Ifdan (WFD 120) from the Early Bronze
III - IV periods (ca. 2700-2000 BC) and Wadi Fidan 40
and Khirbat en- Nahas both from the Iron Age (Ca.
1200-500 BC.). These sites are each rich in architecture and material culture and provide wonderful
'snap-shots' of each major period of occupation associated with the exploitation of copper ore in the Faynan district.

Results: The recent excavations at Khirbat Hamrat Ifdan demonstrated that this site is the largest Early
Bronze Age metal factory found to date in the Middle East. A recent article published in the journal
ANTIQUITY gained international interest and to the point that this Jordanian site was featured on the front

Area of Survey and Excavations of JHF

page of the Los Angeles Times, in Der Spiegel, and many newspapers and new services around the world.
The recent 2002 excavations at Khirbat an Nahas demonstrate the rich potential of this site for tourism.
Numerous articles have been published concerning the archaeological research in the JHF.

Tourism Potential: To facilitate ecotourism in this part of Jordan following each excavation season, our
team has constructed presentation walls around the excavations, built hiking trails to each site and put signs
in Arabic and English to help explain the nature of each site to the public.

Recommendations: Taken together, the excavations in the Jabal Hamrat Fidan can add an additional
half-day to the tourist itinerary of visitors to this part of Jordan. Efforts should be made to insure that all the
sites in Jabal Hamrat Fidan are protected from development. In addition, coordination of ecotourism plans
should be made between the Departments of Antiquities, the RSCN and the Jabal Hamrat Fidan team to
help develop ecotourism in this economically depressed region. Efforts should be made to include the JHF
region as part of the UNESCO World Heritage.
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" Name of Project: Gcophys1cal Studles of Roman Hu:rnayma P B
~Duration: June 22nd Julyllth 2002 R
No of Workers: None
Cost: Approximately USD 22,000 $
Sponsor: University of Victoria / Canada, University of Buffalo / USA, with the cooperation of
the DoA/ Jordan.
Director: Prof. John Oleson, Gregory S. Baker
Representative: Sate Masadeh

No local workers Participated in 2002, but the staff of 7 included a Department of Antiquities
Representative and a Department observer who was trained in geophysical procedures.

The site of Humayma, ancient Hawara, is located 12km West of New Humayma, on the Desert Highway
80 km N of Agaba. Hawara was founded by the Nabataecan King Aretas III or Aretas I'V as a trade center on
the King’s Highway. The site flourished and there is evidence for the construction of a complex water-supply
system, houses, and public buildings. Because of its importance as the only major Nabataean site in the Hisma,
Hawara was occupied by a large Roman fort immediately after Trajan's conquest of the Nabataean kingdom in
106 AD. This fort, staffed by units of the Legio III Cyrenaica, is one of the very few well-preserved principia
period forts in the Middle East. The military and civilian components of Hawra, as it were on a 2.5 x 2.5m
erid. The resulting maps of walls still concealed by the soil, have supplemented the information available from
excavations. We have also managed to document the presence of a trench around the outside of the fort, and
earthen barrier mounds outside the gates. Further excavation is planned for 2003 and 2004.

Recommendations: The Department of Antiquities should make every effort to purchase the portion of
the site that is still in private hands, and to provide a permanent guard over the archaeological remains.

Qasr Tilah / Wadi ‘Araba
Project Name: Excavations and Mapping (Earthquakes on the ‘Araba Fault)
Duration: December 30th 2002 - January 16th 2003
Sponsor: University of Missouri/ USA , with the cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan
Director: Dr. Tina Niemi
Representative: Manal Basyuni

A team of geologists and archaeologists from three
U.S. universities and Yarmouk University completed
excavations and mapping at Qasr Tilah in Wadi ‘Araba
on January 14, 2003. Dr. Tina Niemi of the University of
Missouri-Kansas City directed the project. Excavations in
seven trenches revealed portions of an ancient aqueduct
system pierced by the fault and providing evidence for
two or more earthquake events. Excavation of an
installation attached to the 7 century birkeh at the site
revealed a four-meter square water cistern drained
through a portion of the aqueduct system. Additional
work included mapping sections of the aqueduct system
leading to the birkeh, drawing a section through a portion
of the Qasr Tilalh fortifications exposed in Wadi Tilah,
and verification of the relationship between the aqueduct system and possible ancient field walls.
Geological data related to the direction of earthquake ruptures were also collected. Data will be analyzed to
assist in defending the timing and magnitude of earthquake events in the Wadi ‘Araba region.

Drainage from Qasr Tilah Excavation
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predominantly of animals, are mainly to be found on the surfaces of relanvely small rocks -

The dangers archaeological sites are exposed to even in the remote areas of the ‘Aqaba region ‘may. be
exemplified by the Late Byzantine/Umayyad site of ‘Ain ash-Sharia near Titin. Since our first visit in 2000
numerous disturbances by robbers have appeared at this settlement in the midst of a wadi.

Another example for the threats archaeological sites in the region are exposed to is Umm Nselah. This
site is located in a wadi of the same name directly to the east of ‘Agaba and contains the remains of more
than fifty buildings, most of them of almost circular shape. According to elderly inhabitants of Aqaba,
Umm Nselah was the place of retreat of the townspeople at the time of the bombardment of the Turkish
garrison by British warships during World War I, Thus Umm Nselah is directly connected to the Great.
Arab Revolt and as such part of the national heritage, but nowadays endangered by various building
activities and a quarry south of the site.

al-Humayma

Project Name: Excavations Project of Abbasid Qasr at al-Humayma
Duration: April 19th - June 1st 2002

Sponsor: The Islamic Art Society/ Britain and the DoA/Jordan
Director: Dr. Rebecca Foote

Representative: 'Adnan Rafay'ah

The 2002 campaign of the al-Humayma Excavation
Project yielded great results. Concentrating on the
Abbasid family gasr (in Field F103), where the Abbasids
lived during the Umayyad period before assuming the
caliphate, a mix of broad excavation and deep probing
revealed more architectural features of the original gasr.
This season's work also clarified further phases of use of
the building during the many centuries after the Abbasids
left Jordan for Iraq in 749/50 AD. Excavation within the
gasr also provided some interesting metal, stone and
ceramic finds, both of the Islamic period and earlier, and
architectural evidence of earlier building activity on the site.

The qasr is a large and rectangular structure
(approximately 61m x 50m) with a central courtyard. During this sixth field season since 1992, excavation
was carried out in the north and west sectors. Seven more rooms were found to have had ceilings supported
by either one or two arches and one room was fitted with a high quality plastered floor and plastered walls.
The finding of what appears to be an original north-south wall in the western part of the courtyard suggests
that the original courtyard was smaller than previously assumed. A stone press and stone grinding vessels
were discovered in context, three likely used during the original eighth-century occupation and one at a
later time. Other finds included bronze implements, probably for domestic use, a large fragment of a finely
decorated early Islamic lamp, an Iron dagger still in its sheath, and an intriguing fragment of a carved stone
frieze depicting an arcade with vegetation in the void of the arches.

Discovery of two (possibly three) pre-Islamic walls and a water channel running under and outside of
the northwest quadrant of the qasr appear to have been ruinous yet partially visible when the gasr was built,
while nonetheless not used directly in the Abbasid construction. A pottery cache associated with one of the
earlier walls yielded an intact ceramic oil lamp and the lid of a possibly Nabataean bronze oil lamp.

In addition to excavation, further restoration of the elaborately carved ivory veneer panels, recovered
from excavation of Room 02 (the Fresco Room) between 1992-2000, was carried out, as well as on site
conservation of revealed walls.

A View of an Inner wall of the Qasr
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Project Name: ASEYM- -Project, Thu'd survey season in the ‘Aqaba ch:on Southem J ordan

Duration: 20.3.2002 -23.4.2002
Cost of project: 3000 JD
No of workers: None

Sponsor: The German Institute of Archaeology (Orient Department)/ Germany, with the

Cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan
Director: Lothar Herling
Representative: Sate* Massa‘deh

One of the rocks representing petroglyph and inscription

The German Institute of Archaeology (Orient
Department) carried out a third season of field research in
April 2002 in the region east and south of ‘Agaba. This
region is limited to the west by the coastline of the Gulf
of ‘Agaba between ‘Aqaba itself and the Saudi Arabian
border to the south. The northern boundary, also
following topographical conditions - approximately in the
latitude of ‘Agaba- is marked by Wadi al-Yutm. Wadi
Rum was not included in the area of investigation. The
easternmost border .is Wadi Umm Harrag, stretching
southwards from Disi, and its surroundings.

The systematic survey in the region outlined above
aims at the completion of the mapping of sites from the
Paleolithic up to modern times based on a map prepared
during the last campaigns. A further aim of this year's
campaign was again the systematic recording of any
features and also of the lithic, pottery, and other finds as
well as of Petroglyphs and inscriptions.

One of the central objects of this final campaign, the
conclusion of the Wadi Umm Harraq survey, was
successfuly achieved. Again a considerable number of
hitherto unknown Epipalaeolithic and/or Pre-Pottery
Neolithic sites was found and numerous lithic
implements were collected. Other sites, which had been
discovered during the preceding campaigns, were
revisited in order to record any changes which may have
had occurred since. The discovery of seasonal bunting

camps augments our image of this wadi which runs into the Disi mud pan - a wadi which has been, in
archaeological terms, as yet almost unknown. The numerous Petroglyphs and inscriptions in the wadi and
its surroundings, confirm that this is one of the trade routes to Southern Arabia.

Besides, the exploration of Wadi Umm Harraq, this year's activities centered on the completion of
information gathered at other sites of varying date which had been discovered during the preceding

campaigns.

Also, the site of Khirbat Rizqah was revisited and some of the "sandstone slabs blocked out in human
form", found by D. Kirkbride, were recovered and documented in the ‘Agaba area as well as in ‘Amman.

Moreover, we revisited the Petroglyphs site of Al-Jaredieh close to the Saudi Arabian border, which had
been discovered by our team in 2000. The enlargement of the survey area resulted in the discovery and
recording of further Thamudic inscriptions as well as numerous annual representations.

The same applies to another Petroglyphs site near Aqgaba first explored in 2001; the Petroglyphs,
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Dionysos head

The imperial exedra (area C): G

Clearings and excavations reached the southern part
of the fallen monument. As expected, the thick
destruction level brought forth a considerable amount of
architectural material from the sandstone and marble
decoration of the exedra, which were mixed with pieces
fallen from the upper parts of the Qasr al-Bint itself. All
of them were carefully drawn in their fallen position,
before being removed and displayed in a levelled area,
east of the main altar. Among the elements belonging to
the exedra, we may point out two beautiful sandstone
blocks carved with busts of deities and a number of
fragments of marble statues, some of them being
obviously oversize. The bad condition of some sandstone blocks needed a
special treatment on the spot, before removal, especially for a sandstone
pediment showing a Dionysos head in high relief.

The study of the destruction level in the southern part could not be
completed during the late season, due to the discovery at an upper level of
ten burials belonging to later periods, Ayyubid to Ottoman: each of them
imposed a careful and lengthy excavation.

The extensive Nabataean building (area B):

Activity was especially concentrated on the clearing of this building,
located next to Qasr al-Bint on the East and opening on the sacred area
through a monumental gate. Excavations have cleared out its large
entrance hall, furnished with a side stone bench, and the row of front
rooms belonging to its North wing, which probably opened on a spacious
central yard. New results were reached on the chronology of the building,
which may have been planned and devoted to some official use in the
Nabataean period (i.e. at the turning-point or very beginning of our era)
and was later on re-occupied in the Late Roman times (3rd-4th centuries
AD). The next campaigns should delimitate the perimeter of the building,
and lead to the study of its East wing, which seems well preserved with
an upper storey.

The northern limit of the temenos: .

In order to study the monumental planning of the temenos, it is
important to verify the various assumptions of former excavators about its
disposition between the main altar and the bank of the wadi: did a bridge
and a monumental gate exist there? Moreover, retaining walls were
probably built at different times for protection against the floods. In order
to answer those questions, three soundings were dug during the season.
Elements of such a wall were finally unearthed, after the clearing of the
north-western corner near the modern bridge. '

In the next campaigns, we plan to focus on the clearing of the fallen
exedra and to open new soundings in that area in order to prepare a

preliminary publication of the whole western temenos, while going on with the excavation of the

‘Nabataean building”.
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'Lamla - I{houn Yarmouk Umverslty, Asmstant Dl.rector Dr Cynthxa leayson Bnoham Yountr G

University, Field A:chaeolomst, Mrs Diane Robison, Recorder and Computer Spec:alzst, with Mr Hussein
Mahmud Al-Jarrah as the representative of the Department of Antiquities.

The Department of Anthropology, Department of Ancient Studies and Department of Art History at
Brigham Young University; and the foundation funded the Expedition for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies.

Excavation was completed of a small Nabatacan tomb with a non-decorated facade and four rock- cut
loculi in the floor. Cist Loculi 3 in the tomb is 21 0x60
cm. in horizontal dimensions and to north. ABC; 60x50
cm size , and d is, 60x60cm in size with each area
excavated down to bedrock by stratigraphy level.

Significant art factual material from Cist 3 consisted
of a number of lumpish bits of plaster molded and carved
with multiple faces of deities and probable demons
including the Egyptian gods Bes, Harpocrates and Isis,
human bone fragments with similar carving, a bronze
finger ring with a slash design, shell jasper, fossilized
wood and seashell, quartz, limestone, sandstone and

Rock - cut loculi in the floor of the Nabataean Tomb basalt with carved, scratched, or plain faces.

Other significant materials recovered were a number
of pottery sherds with small letters in red paint mainly shin with one containing the word slm and a name.
These were probably placed in the grave in recognition or greeting for the dead.

At the bottom of the loculi, careful brushing uncovered a previously unknown form of Nabataean
funerary practice consisting of a pattern of faces chiseled in the bedrock and formed of hardened mud
including a horned goat figure, a female face with hair locks, and a series of other grotesque faces.

Another significant find was a new five line inscription on sandstone recovered from the bed of Wadi
Mataha written in Nabataean script mentioning a dedication or gifts to Malichus and Dhushara which will
be publish by Dr. Lamia el-Khouri. A total of 332 registered objects were turned over to the Department of
Antiquities.

Qasr al -Bint/ Petra Archaeologicel Park

Name of Project: Excavations in the Qasr al-Bint Area

Duration: 23rd March - 12th May, 2002

No of Workers:30

Cost: 10,000 JD

Sponsor: French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the French Embassy and IFAPO at Amman,
CNRS, Generous private donators, with the Cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan

Director : Mr Christian Augé,

Representative : Mrs Samia Falahat.

Responsible for the excavations in the Qasr al-Bint area : Mr. Francois Renel; the team also included the
two architects of the Mission, Mr. Laurent Borel and Mrs. Chrystelle March, Mrs. Jacqueline
Dentzer-Feydy (CNRS Nanterre,study of architectural mouldings), Mrs. Héléne Morel-Renel
(draughtsperson), Mr. Mehdi Belarbi and Mr. Xavier Peixoto (archaeologists) and Mr. Antonio Lira
(management), Workmen were from the Wadi Mousa and Umm Sayhun area.

During this fifth season of fieldwork, excavations were mainly conducted in the two areas already
investigated in the previous campaigns: the imperial exedra on the western limit of the sacred precinct, and
the " Nabataean building " east of the temple.




Fig, 1: The early Neolithic site of Bayda.

Fig. 2: Aerial view showing experimental
reconstruction in the foreground and the Neolithic
remains behind, with pathways guiding visitors
around the site.

1086b: 1967: 1968; Byrd 1994). This revealed a Series of

- complex occupation horizons from the Natufian and early
- Neolithic (Pre-Pottery Neolithic B). Unfortunately, no
‘conservation measures were taken during or after

excavation and therefore the site, including standing
walls and fragile plaster, is collapsing under the strain
from livestock, tourists and weather. The Bayda Project
was initiated in 2001 to conserve the site and present the
complex remains to the public. The project is a joint
collaboration between Council for British Research in the
Levant and the Department of Antiquities in Jordan with
a strong emphasis community involvement. Two local
Bedouin tribes, the ‘Ammarin and the Bdoul are involved
at many levels, from providing laborers to skilled
craftsmen, accommodation and site guards. Both have an
interest in the long-term future of the site as a tourist
attraction.

In addition to the routine conservation and
presentation, a series of experimental reconstructions of
Neolithic structures, based on evidence from the
excavation, is being made. The first will also serve as a
visitor centre.The project will examine the problems of
conflicting interpretations made by archaeologists and of
adapting these interpretations for a wider audience. These
structures can help provide insights regarding the
continuing debates concerning structure size and

organization, function of individual buildings, site location, organization of interior space and inter-site
variability over time. They will consequently help our understanding of significant patterns of social
organization of settlement types, domestic activities and storage space and settlement population,

The first of a series of reconstructions is based on one of the earliest PPNB structures at Bayda. The
semi-subterranean structure is 5m in diameter with walls 1.20m high and 0-50m thick. The wall, built of
stones from the wadi bed, consists of three main parts: inner wall, mud and stone fill and the outer wall, all
built simultaneously to allow the mud and stone to bond. The timber roof, yet to be constructed, will be
lashed to the upright timbers that have been placed within the stone wall .

Acknowledgements. We are grateful to the British Embassy in ‘Amman for their support. We would
also like to thank the many volunteers that helped carry hundreds of stones and a thank you to the
'Ammarine and Bdul for all their efforts and hospitality.

Wadi Mataha/ Petra Archaeological Park
Project Name: Brigham Young University Wadi Mataha Expedition (Excavations)

Duration: 30/6-18/7/2002

Sponsor: Brigham Young University, Yarmouk University, The Foundation for Ancient

Research and Mormon Studies.

Directors: - Dr. David Johnson /Brigham Young University (USA)
- Dr. Lamia al-Khouri/Yarmouk University (Jordan)
Representative: Hussein Mahmud al - Jarrah/ Department of Antiquities

The Brigham Young University Wadi Mataha Expedition began work on June 30th ,2002 and finished
on July 18, 2002. Expedition members were Dr. David Johnson, Brigham Young University, Director; Dr.




consisted above all a complete survey and 3D restitution
~of the main cistern of the Crusader castle, UT 19, by
means of orthophotogrammetric restitutions of standing
structures, concerning either the southern wall of the
medieval water basin, then the underground staircase
corridor allowing access to the structure (during the first
phase of Crusader occupation, before the big cistern
UT19 was built, the same corridor lead to a small postern
gate on the northern side of the second wall enceinte).
Total station survey was coupled by a small
excavation (ca.14 square meters) beside the entrance of
the underground corridor. The purpose of the dig was
mainly diagnostic, to better understand the stratigraphy of
the built structures, and involved only the removal of
topsoil beside the southern wall of UTI9, and the removal of collapsed debris from the staircase. Another
small sampling area was excavated around the circular well of the cistern itself (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2: Al-Habis : A view of the Crusader cistern’s

well uncovered during 2002 sample-excavation.

Castle of Shawbak

The 2002 campaign at Shawbak intended to be a diagnostic one providing scientific data to help future
planning of archaeological research. On the other hand, it has been a test collaboration between the
Department of Antiquities, the Natural Resources Authority and the Italian mission for a possible
‘contribution to the restoration of the site in terms of scientific knowledge.

The stratigraphy reading of masonry progressively extended the already started ones in the area between
the entrance gate and the third one, where a first atlas of the chrono-typology of masonry and stone dressing
techniques has been accomplished. The archaeological research included a detailed survey of the same area
using a total station which, in the case of the entrance area and the lower church, also aimed at producing a
3D model on which rectified photographs will be assembled. This is the basis on which all the stratigraphy
data will be graphically documented, progressively leading to a complete stratigraphic documentation of
the whole site. On such a complex document should rely any detailed restoration plans and also
scientifically based virtual reconstruction of the different phases of the castle. on the bar hand it represents
a good and innovative didactic tool improving future tourism exploitation of the site, in accordance to the
planned visitors center.

Bayda / Petra Archaeological Park

Project Name: Conservation and Presentation of Neolithic Bayda, Southerm Jordan

Duration: May 7th - December 31st 2002

Sponsor: The Council of British Research in the Levant/ Jordan, with the cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan
Director: Samantha Dennis, Bill Finlayson, Mohammad Najjar

The early Neolithic in the Levant, and specifically within Jordan, is critical to our understanding of the
transition from hunter gatherers to farmers, the beginnings of agriculture, the birth of religion and the
emergence of community life. One of the most important changes directly documented in the material
evidence is the rapid development of architecture associated with increasing sedantism and community
size, both central to most models of the transition. Despite remarkably good preservation on some sites,
construction techniques, overall form and function of the buildings remain poorly understood, severely
limiting our understanding of important social developments.

One of the key early Neolithic sites in southern Jordan is Bayda, just Skm north of Petra (Fig 1). It was
excavated in the 1950s, '60s and '80s by British archaeologist Diana Halbae Kirkbride (Kirkbride 1966 a;
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' number of ws;tort: However the state of preservatlon is extraordmary and the locatlon of the vﬂlage
extremely picturesque. Therefore, the site will have a high potential for tourism. In order to ‘mark and
protect the site from the tracks, which runs through the area, a stone wall was constructed during the 2002
season of fieldwork.

The excavation has provided us with important information on a little known period in the prehistory of
Jordan. Its state of preservation would make it an ideal site for showing the complete plan of an early
village in the region. The houses are also highly informative for reconstruction experiments.

Al-Habis, Al-Wu‘ayra /Petra;Al-Shawbak

Project Name: Petra Medieval(Archaeology of Crusader and Ayyubid Settlements in Transjordan)
(Excavations & Survey)

Duration: April 13th- April 21st, and October 19th- November 7th 2002

Number of Workers: 20

Cost: 4000JD.

Sponsor: Universita Degli Di Firenze, Departimento Storici e Geografici/ Italy and the DoA.

Director: Guido Vannini

Representative: Suleiman al-Farajat and Tahani al-Salihi

The 2002 fall campaign aimed at checking and accomplishing the documentation of the castles of
al-Wu‘ayra and al-Habis for the planned first volume on the mission. At al-Wu‘ayra the GPS survey was
accomplished in order to produce a georeferred orthophotomosaic and test geo-electric analyses of the
subsoil have been carried on, followed by check excavations. A tourist exploitation of the site also started,
along the medieval itinerary touching Crusader installations. At al-Habis the completion of already started
archaeological surveys has been carried out on the second wall area, as well as the total station survey of
the water supply of the site (cisterns and rock-cut channels). Most efforts have been on the castle of
Shawbak, in collaboration with the restoration project under the technical direction of the Natural Resources
Authority (Eng. Sudgy Abdullah el-Ahmad). On the basis of such test experience, it shall be possible to set
up a project of archaeological intervention for the whole castle also including methodology, tasks and
fallout (training of professionals, technicians and researchers), archaeological guidelines for restoration
(planning, materials and techniques), didactic tools (museum, on site panels, training of tourist guides,
computer techniques).

Al-Wu‘ayra

Further check surveys have been carried out using a total station and mainly concerning the external
defence line of the castle (south and north towers and
walls). Test geo-electric analyses of the sub-soil of
al-Wu‘ayra have been then accomplished in those open
areas out of the keep where no building remains are
visible, trying to get data about the possible use of the
surface during the Crusader and post-Crusader time.
Such analyses pointed out an electric anomaly whose
area was then been submitted to excavation which brought
to light a post-Crusaders cemetery, possibly Late Islamic
and connected to the late village south of the keep (Fig 1).

Fig. 1: Al-Wu‘ayra Ortho-photo rectification of the ~ Castle of al-Habis
excavation area of the post-crusader cemetery

Completion was done of the stratigraphy analysis on
identified by geophysics-remote sening.

the second wall enceinted area (AF: Functional area 5). It




space for addltlonal bullchng in the Mcdleval penod_ A sma]l cistern nearby ‘was. re-used as such in. the :
same Medieval period and yielded a big amom'lt of Medieval pottery, including some lavishly painted
specimens. Within other finds from the cisterns there are some architectural members like column bases,
indicating that the area in front of the Garden Triclinium once was constructed as a peristyle courtyard
including a upper story.

Still on the upper terrace the first rock cut room of the Garden Triclinium was cleaned from the dump
that sheep and goats produced over many years.

With continuing excavation in the Wadi Farasa East it becomes clear that the major party of the
structures covered by sand and dump still are in a rather good condition. As we originally proposed, this
area could be much stronger developed in order to preserve and restore these structures but also in order to
offer a better understanding to the visitor.

For further information see the preliminary reports published in the Annual of the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan as well as the projects home page: www.tiscalinet. ch/iwfp.

Ishkarat Musay‘id / Petra Archaeological Park

Project name: Excavations at Ishkarat Musay‘id

Duration: August 6-20,2002

No of workers: 6

Cost of project: C. 3000 JD

Sponsor: Carsten Niebuhr Institute, University of Copenhagen/ Denmark, and the DoA/Jordan
Directors: Ingolf Thuesen, Charlott Hoffmann Jensen, and Bo Dahl Hermansen
Representative: Sabah Abu Hdeib

A group of archaeologists from the Carsten Niebuhr
Institute, University of Copenhagen, has carried out
excavations at the Neolithic site of Ishkarat Musay‘id, located
in the Petra region about 20 kilometers north of Petra on the
road to Wadi ‘Araba.

The site contains the remains of one of the oldest villages
in Jordan, dated to the 8th millennium BC. The excavations
have so far revealed stone-built circular houses, which are
remarkably well preserved. At least 10 buildings have been
identified and excavated. The buildings are characteristic for a
building technique using a combination of wooden posts and
stones set in clay mortar. The floors were covered with a thick
layer of a reddish plaster. Inside the houses were found stone
structures whose function yet has to be identified. The areas
outside the houses are sometimes paved with large flagstones.

Small finds include a high number of chipped stone (flint),
for instance arrowheads. Ground stone tools indicate grinding
of cereals and food production. Only small beads so far:
represent personal ornaments.

The village seems to belong to a small group of early
farmers who were hunting along the nearby Wadis. The
1 s village is contemporary to Bayda, located ca. 10 kilometers to
Food production tools the south and having related finds and architecture.

4-WD vehicles can only reach the site, which limits the

Stone - built houses covered with a layer of
reddish plaster
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nsor: AUA Wi an
Director: Stephan G. Schmi niv.

Representative: Khaled Hawawrah

Wadi Farasa East, lower terrace, entrance to the
Soldier Tomb (Schmid)

Wadi Farasa East, upper terrace, cistern in front
of Garden Triclinium (Schmid)
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The field season 2002 of the International Wadi
Farasa Project (IWFP) at Petra lasted from September 1
to September 26. The IWFP 2002 was carried out by the
Association for the Understanding of Ancient Cultures
(AUAC), based in Basel (Switzerland) and the Palestine
Exploration Fund (PEF, London; www.pef.org.uk). We
would like to thank the director general of the
Department of Antiquities, Dr. Fawwaz Al-Khraysheh,
for his support and for granting the working permit as

_well as Dr. Fawzi Zayadine (Amman) and Prof. David

Graf (Miami) for their continuous interest in the project.
The IWFP is grateful to Cyprus Airways (Larnaca) for
assisting in transport.

- The following persons participated in the 2002 season
of the IWFP: Caroline Huguenot, MA (Lausanne),

- Isabelle Sachet, MA (Paris), Dr. Konstantinos Politis

(PEF, London), Khaled Ahmed Hawawrah, MA
(representative of the Department of Antiquities) whose
help and advice were much appreciated, and Stephan G.
Schmid (Director, University of Montpellier III). Sixteen
workmen from the Bdul and Sa‘aydeen tribes were
employed.

During the 2002 season, the main entrance gate to the
entire complex as well as the adjacent rooms were exposed,
revealing a huge main hall, measuring about 9m x 10m,
that forms a kind of propylon to the lower terrace. In a
second trench, the doorway of the Soldier Tomb was
exposed. Apparently the Soldier Tomb was re-used
during the Medieval period and, therefore, a massif wall
was constructed in front of the doorway, built from
re-used architectural members and even fragments of
sculptures. To these belong several parts of legs that were
broken away from the three statues in the Attica zone of
the Soldier Tomb. )

On the upper terrace, the big cistern in front of the
so-called Garden Triclinium was cleaned. This cistern
was built - together with the rest of the complex - in the
mid 1st century AD and apparently was not re-used in
later periods but consequently filled up in order to gain
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 hotels. However, it suffers from a one-day destination problem. Efforts i 1 this project and other projects of
the American Center of Oriental Research, such as the Petra Church, have attempted to create attractions
that will kcép_'visirors at Petra for more time. The blue columns are now visible from a great distance and
are attracting visitors to the hillside, an area that also has the Ridge Church and the Petra Church.

Temple of the Winged Lions / Pétra Archaeologicel Park

Name of Project : The American Expedition to Petra at the Winged Lions Temple (Excavations,
Consolidation, Reconstruction)

Duration: June 14th - July 26th 2002

Sponsor: Arizona State University / USA, with the cooperation of the DoA / Jordan

Director: Dr. Philip Hammond, May shaer

Representative: Suleiman al- Farajat

Excavations were conducted in two areas on the site in
order to clarify the unique paved plaza (24) encountered
during the 2001 season. The plaza continued in the area,
followed, at higher level with further paving to the west
side of the site. ’

Two skeletons were recovered from beneath the
earthquake fall: an infant and apparently one adult. They
were smashed by the rock fall. Animal Bones (goat?) were
also found beneath the fall debris. The human specimens
have been deposited with the Department of Antiquities
until analysis may be arranged.

Artifacts recovered from the site included: a copper
finger ring, two game counters, and fragment of a bronze

Consolidation and reconstruction work of the Temple ~ Bracelet, shell fragment, molded lamp, a bead, child's

Necklace belonging to the infant casualty, black basalt
grinder, stone spindle whorl, fragment of a zoomorphic jug, a strange carved object, a coin of Constantinus II,
and a coin of Herod Agrippa A.D. 32-44.

A "podium" discovered in the last excavations, was found to represent the base of a massive, roughly
Square entrance doorway. The northern end of the doorway has a threshold at its base and holes for locking
in its face.

Artifacts from the entrance included a molded lamp, a counter, a copper plastering tack, a malachite
tool, a star fish ornament, a textile fragment, a stone bowl fragment, a shell pendant, an iron plastering nail
and a fragment of terra sigillata showing a rampant lion.

Continuation was made of the clarification of the SE corner of the Temple complex and for furtherance
of visibility of the Temple from the Paved street for touristic enhancement, as well as to increase safety
aspects around the massive walls of the area.

Artifacts from this site included a molded lamp, a snail shell. a white marble male bust statuette and a
red basalt grinder. The cella floor of the temple was cleared of drift debris and sand bags, previously placed
there against the walls. Consultation was held with the Director of the Conservation and Reconstruction
Center in Petra in regard to necessary conservation of the cella interior. Extensive survey of the cella
interior was conducted in regard to necessary consolidation, reconstruction of columns and vegetation
removal. The conservation team erected scaffolding and began consolidation and reconstruction work.

- In the course of cleaning the cella floor, a fossil was recovered. This is perhaps the first fossil specimen
that had been recovered at Petra. The total area excavated this season was 150 square meters, and the total )
of registered artifacts were 32.
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: Nabataean—Roman penod were. docum:em:cd In Area P a small hamle like :
length and about 30m in width, was found. Soundings revealed carefu]]y built comers,‘_" md a watcr channel
there. The ceramics were mainly of the Nabataean-Roman: date. Nearby, another small bmldmg was found
probably of the same date. One small Eplpalaeohtlnc lithic scatter site was found on the bedrock, close to
the hamlet.

The FJHP 2002 fieldwork season has provided a substantial amount of information concerning the site
and its environs. It is already apparent that the basic phasing of the history of the church is again confirmed
through the results of the excavations in Trench T. The result of the complete excavation of the fish midden
remains, and the general disposal place preceding the midden in time is particularly interesting. It appears
that this area of the monastery had some industrial or economic use before it was abandoned. The largest
deposits of the general disposal place could represent the debris and demolition material related to the
destruction of the church at the end of Phase 1. It is hoped that well-stratified ceramic deposits will not
only provide some chronological clues as for dating of the church phases but will also allow for further
refinement of the ceramic chronology for the Byzantine-Early Islamic Petra and southern Jordan. It is
apparent that the fish (Scaridae and other species) were consumed throughout the history of the monastery.
However, the midden of the fish bones and scales seems to belong to the later periods in the history of the
site, probably continuing in use when the monastery/pilgrimage center were much reduced in size or even
abandoned. This should indicate that the pilgrimage traffic would have continued nevertheless, and
together with it the tradition of consuming particular fish types at the sacred site. Finally, it is possible that
the 2002 season provided the structural evidence for the very late periods in the history of the site. The
stone scalp or slope (glacis) exposed on the western side of the western edge bears close resemblance to the
medieval military architecture displayed in the structures built during the Crusader and the
Ayyubid-Mamluk period (e.g. in Shawbak, Karak or ‘Ajlun). Possibly during the Crusader period, the parts
of the monastery/pilgrimage center, which still were in use, were provided with an additional fortification.

Blue Chapel/ Petra Archaeologicel Park

Project Name: North Ridge Church Project (Excavations & Restorations)
Duration: March 11-April 4,2002

Number of Workers: 30

Cost of project: JD 20,000

Sponsor: ACOR and the DoA/Jordan

Director; Patricia M. Bikai,

Representative : Tahani as-Salihi

Petra city center

Excavation and restoration in 2002 focused on the Blue Chapel Complex in the Petra City center. This
is thought to be a private residence, perhaps of the bishop of Petra. It was built in the late Sth century,
abandoned at the end of the 6th century or the beginning of the 7th century, and destroyed in the
earthquake of AD 748. Petra was, of course, part of a major trade route, but in the period under study here
was no longer important as a trade center.

The focus of the 2002 season was restoration of the monument. The Blue Chapel is called that because
it has four Egyptian blue granite columns, a very unusual thing in Petra. A study by Eng. Hassan Safarini in
2001 determined that the columns could be restored and work proceeded in the 2002 season. Tarmeen
international with the use of a crane implemented actual reconstruction. Restoration works in the rest of the
monument were also completed.

Petra is Jordan's premier tourism destination and can now accommodate more than 2000 tourists in




" Jabal an-Nabi Hariin/ Petra Archaeological Park S
Project Name: The Finnish Jabal Hariin Project (Excavations, Conservation & Survey)

~Duration : August 3 September 35,2002
Number of workmen: 20 local
Cost of the Project: 21,275 JD
Sponsor: University of Helsinki, Academy of Finland / Finland, and the DoA
Director: Prof. Jaakko Frozen
Representative: Abdullah al- Bawarid and Abd al- Raouf Tubeishat

THE FINNISH JABAL HARUN PROJECT 2002,
(FTHP) team included archaeologists, cartographers,
conservators, and students from Finland, Sweden, and
Italy and the USA - 29 persons in total. The focus of
investigations of the FJHP is the Byzantine (5-7th century
AD) monastic/pilgrimage center, most probably
dedicated to St. Aaron. The site is located on a high
plateau below the summit of the Mountain of Aaron
(Jabal Harun) near Petra in southern Jordan. According to
the Jewish, Christian and Islamic tradition, the mountain
is believed to be the burial place of Aaron, Moses'
brother.

The 2002 activities included excavations, conservation and survey. The excavation work was conducted in
four trenches (N, R, S, and T). Trench N yielded well, reserved remains of a large room located in the
northern part of the complex (pilgrims' hostel?), as well-stratified occupational deposits. The excavations
in Trench R located in the SW comer of the complex, continued the removal of a fish bore and scale
midden, a part of which was exposed in 2001. Initially, this area contained a water channel and a large
masonry basin (olive grape treading floor?). Later, these installations went out of use, and the entire area
became a general disposal place for debris and demolition material. The fish midden was seemingly created
during the latest phase of dumping. Trench S located on the western edge of the site, contained a room
being a structural continuation of a large Nabataean-Roman building excavated in 2000-2001, although of
somewhat inferior construction, and separated from it by a stairway. This room had three NE-SW arches
spanning the interior, and three benches along the walls. During the later phases of occupation the interior
contained a series of large fireplaces, probably for cooking. Trench T located in the central-southern part of
the basilica church, covered the southern aisle, and a part of the nave, from the bema on the east down to
the wall on the west, which divided the original church into two parts. The remains found in this area
represent several phases in the history of the church, marked by major modifications of the interior.
Original column supports were first replaced by freestanding pillars and then by N-S arches. Massive stone
tumble of the surrounding walls marked the latest occupation in all trenches.

Major consolidation and conservation work was performed in Trench S where all three arch springers
and pilasters required immediate intervention of the conservators. Furthermore, the exceedingly poorly
preserved eastern wall of the church, which basically totally collapsed behind the apse was expertly
reconstituted. The same was done with the northern wall in the room excavated in Trench N. Additionally,
work continued on the consolidation of wall and bench plaster in other areas of the site.

The survey of the Finnish Jabal Harun Project season continued on the southern and southeastern side of
the mountain, divided into five areas: G, N, F, P and O. The survey documented barrages and terrace walls
in the area by using digital photographs already interpreted in the field. in Area O, one Middle Paleolithic
site, the material of which was found In Area N (the top of Jabal Farasha), building remains, probably of
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S Khlrbat Mn‘ammanyya [Wadi al-Mujlb } L »
- Project Name: First Soundmgs at the Cltadel of K]:m:bat al Mu a.manyya
Duration: 11/8/2002 -4/9/2002

Cost: 2500JD

No. of Workers : 7

Sponsor: Theologische Hochschule Friedensau/ Germany, and the DoA. / Jordan
Director: Friedbert Ninow

Representative: Zuheir al- Zoa‘bi

From Sunday, August 11, 2002 to Wednesday,
September 4, 2002, a team from the Theologische
Hochschule Friedensau, Germany, under the direction of
Friedbert Ninow, did first soundings at the site of Khirbat
Mu‘mmariyya in the Wadi al-Mujib area. This site was
first investigated during a survey in 2001. Khirbat
Mu‘mmariyya is situated at the summit plateau of Jabal
Mu‘mmariyya (472m above sea level) downward along
the eastern slopes. This year's soundings concentrated on
the citadel. The excavated pottery indicates that Khirbat
Mu‘mmariyya is probably contemporary with sites such
as khribat al-‘Aliya, ie. late IR I Collected surface
pottery indicates that the site may have been occupied in the LB period and also in the later IR periods.

General View of the Foundtion of the Citadel from the §/W

Khirbat al-Minsahlat / Karak Plateau
Name of Project: Excavations at Khirbat al- Minsahlat
Duration: May 15th- June 22nd 2002
Sponsor: University of Notre Dame / USA, with the cooperation of the DoA / Jordan
Director: Dr. Meredith S. Chesson
Representative: Jihad Darwish

During May and June, 2002, a team of archaeologists and
students conducted excavations at the Early Bronze Age IV
settlement of Khirbat al-Minsahlat on the Karak Plateau with
financial and logistical support from the Jordanian Department of
Antiquities, the Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts at the
University of Notre Dame (USA), and the Council for British
Research in the Levant (Jordan). The team, led by Dr. Meredith S.
Chesson (University of Notre Dame, USA), excavated residential
and non-residential areas across the site in order to assess the state of
preservation and nature of settlement at Minsahlat. Minsahlat is one
of the few excavated settlements that span the Early Bronze Age III
to Early Bronze Age IV transition, a pivotal time when the first cities
in Jordan were abandoned and people adopted a more nomadic,
pastorals lifestyle. Very little is understood about this important
period on the Karak Plateau, and the investigation of Minsahlat
whose settlement spans this transitional period will provide crucial
information in understanding the collapse of Jordan's initial period of
urbanization.
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assoéiﬁt'ed with Wall 1 in 2001 was found-to continue over a broad area. Three oval fo oblong circular stone
installations were p‘ositiohed toward the northern margin of the excavations. The middle one (F.2) consisted
of limestone cobbles and fragments fixed with mortar, forming an enclosed circle.

During the current season a comprehensive series of oriented sediment samples were taken from the
baulk section of Structures 1, 2 and 3 for micro morphological analysis by Emily House, an Honors student
in the La Trobe University Department of Earth Sciences. Ms. House also completed a detailed geological
map of the Dhahrat adh-Dhira* region with the guidance of Dr. Christopher Day and her supervisor, Dr
John Webb of the Earth Sciences Department.

A number of architectural complexes, agricultural installations and surface material located at Qasr
al-Bulayda reveal a strong Nabataean and Roman presence. Qasr al-Bulayda (QB) includes a small hamlet
comprising the remains of three fortified architectural
complexes that have not been previously investigated in
detail. The first of these is Site 45, a square building
measuring 26.7 x 26.3m, which features a tower (6.1 x 5.9m
in the southeast corner which stands five to six courses
high, the lintel of the doorway still visible above the
rubble from the tower's collapsed upper section. Site 46 is
situated approximately 1-1.5km to the south. Site 46,
measuring 26 x 24m, is not well preserved. The perimeter
walls comprise medium and large sized blocks of
undressed limestone, chert and pink that stand two to

General View of Qasr al- Bulayda three courses high. Sondages conducted at sites 45 and 46
this season yielded many examples of Roman and
Nabatacan plain wares, glass, and a number of small
bronze coins.

Site 47 is located about 400m to the southeast of Site 46 and 150m to the north of Wadi al-Karak on a
slightly raised artificial mound. It features solidly-built encasement walls (75 - 87cm in width) in regular
alignment which stand three to four courses high in some places, as well as a northeast tower two courses
high and measuring 5.5 x 5.3m in diameter.

A number of other archaeological features and sites have been surveyed and documented in the QB
locality . These include the remains of an aqueduct built with large, dressed limestone and sandstone
blocks, and retaining traces of plaster visible on its upper exterior surface in sections. This aqueduct can be
followed, in parts, from a narrow wadi to the west and south of Site 45 and along the bottom of a ridge to
the east of Sites 46 and 47 where it runs in a north-south direction. It terminates at the edge of Wadi
al-Karak next to the remains of a possible Roman-period dam. Along the north and south ridges of Wadi
al-Karak to the east of Site 47 are a number of complexes which may be broadly dated to the Roman period
and which can be assigned a defensive or military function on the basis of their location, architectural form
and surface scatter material.

The 2002 La Trobe University season staff extend their grateful thanks to Dr. Fawwaz al-Khraysheh and
the staff of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, including Departmental representative Mr. Adeeb Abu
Shmeis. We are also grateful to Mr. Zafir al-Alam and the Jordan Valley Authority for housing us in their
compound at Ghawr al-Mazra‘a.




" had occasional Byzantine sherds but the main usé in those days must have been: the courtyard since hardly
.any Byzantme sherds were picked up during surveys at the site and i in the vxcxmty it is remarkable to find
pieces of that period in such concentration. It suggests also that some Byzantine families lived outside
Byzantine Rabba (Areopolis) using the installations at al-Balu® for their abodes.

Dhahrat adh-Dhira‘ and Qasr al-Bulayda

-Project Name: ‘Archaeology and Environment of the Dead Sea Plain Project (Survey and

Excavations) at (PPNA Site: Dhahrat adh-Dhira‘2) and Roman /Nabatean Period (Qasr Al-Bulayda).

Duration: : November 15 - December 15, 2002

Cost of project 4,895]JD

No.of workers: 11

Sponsor:The La Trobe University, Arizona State University/USA, with the cooperation of the
DoA/JORDAN

Directors: Phillip C. Edwards, Steven E. Falconer.

Representative: Adeeb Abu Shmeis

Dhahrat adh-Dhira‘ 2 (ZAD 2) is located in a remote
locality and is backfilled. Qasr al-Bulayda is situated on
private land.

State of preservation: Though shallow, ZAD contains
extremely well preserved architectural complexes. Qasr
al-Bulayda is largely in ruins, but some of its
architectural details are well preserved (especially in site
46). Both sites are protected by their remote locations,
although (ZAD 2) has suffered significantly from
clandestine excavations.

The third season of the Archaeology and Environment

General View of Dhahrat adh-Dhira‘ 2 of the Dead Sea Plain Project completed the third seasons
of excavation at the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A (PPNA) site
of Dhahrat adh-Dhira‘2 (ZAD2), and carried out

surveyed and small test excavations at the nearby Roman/ Nabataean site of Qasr al-Bulayda.

The first two seasons of excavations at (ZAD 2) in 1991 and 2001 revealed a small, low occupation
mound distributed over an area of about 2,000 square meters and reaching a maximum depth of 1.5 meters.
The site contains a single phase of curvilinear huts, containing a maximum of four successive floor layers.
Nine radiocarbon dates demonstrate a relatively short-lived settlement dating to 9,600-9,300 BP, or 9,250
Cal BC to 8,330 Cal BC. The season concentrated on horizontal exposure of the uppermost floors in
Structure 2 and Structure 4 . Excavation in Structure 2 revealed an oval cup hole mortar (F. 8) set into the
uppermost floor, framed by a surround of cobbles and pebbles. To the south of the mortar was a pestle
fragment, and a fragmentary incised limestone plaque was discovered just above it. From here the floor
gently dipped in an easterly direction, giving way to a clay surface strewn with stone pebbles and
fragments, where an area of burning yielded a rich trove of objects. These included a complete pebble
incised with a crosshatched, geometric design on one face, two blank but shaped limestone plaques, a
fragmentary ceramic figurine incised with a design of parallel short strokes, a fragment of a large bone haft,
bone needles, pestles, hammer stones, edge-ground axes, large and small flaked tranchet axes, picks and
cores.

Excavation of the much shallower deposits in Structure 4 continued this season. The cobblestone floor




modern wllage stﬂl occupxed the site. ' The earher Ayyubui Mamluk (12111 15u1 centunes) phase ‘was
stnk:mgly dlfferent with ashlars masonry (one wa]l was 1.5m wide and preserved over 3 m high), evidence
for very active pottery kilns and imported pottery from Syria and Egypt. This reflected the bustling
commercial center of Zughar described by medieval Arab historians. Furthermore, residual Nabataean,
Roman and Byzantine finds corroborate the site as the city of Zoara depicted on the Madaba mosaic floor
map.

Khirbat al- Bali¢

Name of Project: Excavating an Iron Age Town in Ard al-Karak
Duration: July 11th August 3rd 2002

Sponsor: Friedensau University / Germany

Director: Udo Worschech

Representative: Arwa Masadeh

When approaching al-Balu* from the south, one passes a sizable tower and a four chamber gate of which
only two chambers remained and a third one with serious changes. To examine and understand the access
to the Iron Age town (ca. 1000400 BC) and its defense system was the goal of this year's excavation at
al-Balu‘. Especially the inner wall system close to qasr al-Balu® dating to the Iron Age with alterations
during the Nabataean period, was the interest of the archaeologists. From the wall system surrounding the
gasr in the south a number of rooms extend to the north towards the gasr. During the excavation a so-called
four-room house was unearthed. Its size is about 10x8 m. In the large court yard (ca. 7x4m) a tabun, ashy
soil, and a large grinding stone was discovered and as usual a number of sherds were collected for
diagnostic purposes. They belong mainly to storage jars used in the house. There are three rooms
surrounding the courtyard, hence the identification of this building as four-room-house which is typical of
the Iron Age periods. The room to the east of the courtyard contained a smaller grinding stone another
tabun, and ca. 0.80m high installation of unknown use. It may have been a pit since the wall consists of a
thin layer of plaster. Large
fragments of a storage jar
supported the walls of the
tabun. The pottery from this
room was more delicate in

character and suggests a
different use of this room from
the others, which are more of
the domestic type.

Finally, one astonishing
observation was made. The
floor above the Iron Age floor
in the courtyard contained
primarily Byzantine sherds
which indicate that the
courtyard was also in use
General View of khirbat al-Balu'* during the early Christian era.
However, also the other rooms




: Tawahm as-Sukkal: and Khlrbat ash-Shaykh ‘Isa / Ghawr as-Saf' G

Project Name: ‘Tawahin as- Sukkar and Khirbat ash- Shaykh Isa Excavatxons ik

Duration: January 12th - February 1st 2002

Sponsor: Hellenic Society for Near Eastern Studies/ Greece, Glasgow University/ Bntam in
collaboration with the DoA / Jordan

Director: K. D. Politis

Representative: Husam Hijazin

Excavations were conducted in January 2002 at
Tawahin as-Sukkar and Khirbat ash-Shayikh ‘Isa in the
Ghawr as-Safi. They were sponsored by the Hellenic
Society for Near Eastern Studies and Glasgow
University, in collaboration with the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan.

Following the successful topographic and geophysical
surveys conducted in 1999 and 2000, trial trenches were
miade in both Tawahin as-Sukkar and Khirbat ash-Shaykh
‘Isa. In 2002, the main objective was to test the results of
the non-intrusive surveys, which indicated interesting
anomalies below the surface. Since resources for this
were limited, only seven small trenches could be opened

Two trenches were made at Tawahin as-Sukkar. The
first trench followed the northerly flowing chute of the
eastern water channel revealing that it continued below
the floor of a room with a large in situ millstone. Two
other smaller circular stones were also found in the area.
One apparently stood upright inside the larger one and
was used for crushing, and a second possibly acted as a
counter-balance. Underneath the large millstone, the top
of a silted-up vaulted chamber was discovered which was
connected to the northerly-flowing water channel. This

Bastion at khirbat Shaykh ‘Isa was mirrored immediately to the west by a similar water
channel and most probably by a second mill. In addition,
there is a third steeper vertical chute to the south. These

three constitute one of the largest known early milling complexes. On the basis of pottery and other finds,
these can be dated from the Abbasid (8th-10th centuries) to the Ayyubid-Mamluk (12th-15th centuries)
periods.

A second trench was opened to the north of the mills where huge heaps of industrial waste were visible
from the surface. This area was rich in carbonized material and sugar pot fragments both apparently related
to a boiling and refining process (a large copper cauldron used for boiling sugar cane which was found at
the site is now in the Karak Museum). This evidence along with the mills indicates that the site was indeed
a major sugar factory complex as its Arabic name suggests.

At Khirbat ash-Shaykh ‘Tsa five trenches were made focusing on geophysical anomalies. One trench on
the western section of the fine ashlars-built perimeter wall, revealed a bastion, perhaps part of a gateway
(another bastion had been exposed during bulldozing in 1995). The other four trenches were opened within
the perimeter wall, exposing two main phases of occupation. The late Ottoman (18th-19th centuries) was
characterized by roughly built stone architecture, which may have been visible in the 1970s.when the




uncovered by our excavations, and the completion of a project initiated in 2001 t6- restore. mosaic
pavémeﬁts'lifted from the site in the 1980s. This restoration project, which has been supervised by the
Italian conservator Franco Sciorilli, has involved the removal of concrete bedding from the pavement
sections, and their reinstallation on the site.

Madaba is already a popular stop for tourists. The Church of the Map, the Archaeological Park, the
Church of the Apostles, and the Madaba Museum form the core of the tourist attractions in the city. Plans
are underway to develop the tourism potential of the west acropolis, and incorporate it into the larger
framework of the city of Madaba.

Wadi al- Kawm

Name of Project: Wadi al-kawm Survey Project

Duration: October 10th- October 30th 2002

Sponsor: University of Victoria, McGill University/Canada and Oklahoma State University/
USA, with the Cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan

Director: Dr. April Nowell, Dr. Michael Bisson and Dr. Carlos Cardova

Representative: Huda Kilani

The team had just completed an archaeological survey of and Wadi al-Kawm, a branch of Wadi al-Wala
southeast of Madaba. In the course of eight days of reconnaissance the team discovered eight sites dating to
the Levantine Mousterian period that are at least 45,000 years old and may even date back to 160,000 years
ago.

The sites are located on the tops of terraces and on the edge of the plateau overlooking the wadi. They
consist of widespread scatters of flint cores and flakes that resulted from the manufacture of tools, probably
by Neanderthals. Very few finished tools were found at these sites suggesting that the spear points, knives
and scraping tools being made there were taken elsewhere for use. These sites are unusual in that the style
of flaking being employed was different from that found at almost all other Mousterian sites in Jordan and
is more similar to the technologies used by Neanderthals along the Levantine coast.

The team has also produced a predictive model of Neanderthal land-use in the area that will help
archaeologists to locate Mousterian sites in the future. They plan to return to Jordan in order to find the
habitation sites of the toolmakers.
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In‘an effort to unearth more of the Iron Age levels in
Field B, two 5 X Sm units were reopened to the east of
the large pre-classical fortification wall. Excavation in
the easternmost unit exposed the remains of a poorly
built rectilinear structure, constructed of medium sized,
hewn stones The upper course of a wall made of
considerably larger stones had begun to appear beneath
this structure toward the end of the season. In the western

unit, the remains of a north-south wall with a possible
Late Byzantine / Early Islamic residence paved doorway were uncovered. The size and shape of the

with Mosaic Floor stones in this wall suggest that it should be associated
with the earlier phase wall in the first unit. Excavations to
the east of the wall encountered a substantial amount of destruction debris, which sealed the remains of
three tabuns and a debris-strewn surface. The ceramics associated with the two separate architectural
phases uncovered in Field B date to the Iron IIB period (ca 9th- 7 / 8th Century BC).

Christianity gained an early foothold in the Madaba region, and by the mid-fifth century, the Christian
community had grown large enough to warrant the services of a bishop, a development revealed in the Acts
of the Council of Chalcedony (451 AD) Although the town goes unmentioned in the literary sources for the
remainder of the period, it clearly continued to prosper, and the succeeding two centuries (ca. 6-7th
Centuries AD) witnessed the construction of numerous churches and other public structures. Following the
Islamic conquest and the establishment of the Umayyad Caliphate in the mid-7th century, Madaba
continued to flourish. Renovations were carried out on a number of Byzantine churches, and the town
remained the seat of a bishopric. It is during this important transitional period that the Field C complex,
with its impressive architecture and artistic embellishments, was built and occupied.

Excavations in Field C focused on two sections of the partially excavated complex: a bedrock ledge to
the west of previously exposed rooms. that back against the fortification wall, and an undisturbed area to
the north of these rooms Although heavily damaged by bulldozing activity in the early 1980s, excavations
on the bedrock ledge produced a series of interconnecting walls. More of the flagstone floor and water
channels system, first exposed in 2000, were also uncovered. To the north of this area, a substantial portion
of the superstructure of the building was still intact, including the second floor paved with a white mosaic.
This second floor was supported by three arches located in the ground floor room below. The floor of this
room was carved directly out of bedrock and was equipped with a channel running down the center toward
a shallow oval depression set against the room's north wall. Excavations to the west uncovered a second
well-preserved room paved with a polychrome mosaic. The room underwent substantial renovation,
including a mortar patch and repairs along the western edge of the mosaic, and the installation of a painted
plaster niche in the southeast corner of the room, directly on top of the mosaic pavement. The pottery and
associated small finds from the remains of the Field C complex date consistently to the 6/7th through 8th
and 9th Centuries AD.

The ongoing effort to preserve the architecture in Field C continued during the 2002 field season This
restoration and consolidation work included the stabilization of the walls and standing architecture

&

D008



Name of Pro;ect Tall Madaba Archaeolog;cal PrOJect TMAP (Excavat:rons Restoratxon and
- 7 Consolidation).

Duratlon July15th - August 31st 2002
Cost: 13,600 JD.
Sponsor : University of Toronto / Canada, with the cooperation of the DoA /Jordan
Director : Timothy P. Harrison, Debra Foran
Representative : Zakariya al-Qdah

The Tall Madaba Archaeological
Project (TMAP) undertook its
fourth season of full-scale
excavations on the western
slope of Tall Madaba from
July 15 to August 31, 2002.
Our goals for this season

were to expose more of the
Iron II levels encountered
during previous seasons in
Field B, and to complete the
excavation of a large Late

Foundtion of late Ottoman buildings Byzantine Early/Islamic
complex in Field C. In

addition, time and resources were devoted to continuing the consolidation and restoration work on the Field
C building.

The city of Madaba is located 30km southwest of ‘Amman amidst the fertile rolling plains of the
Central Jordanian Plateau. The principal architectural remains uncovered on the western acropolis thus
include (1) a monumental 5-7 m thick Iron Age fortification wall preserved to a height of 4-6 m, and for
more than 25 m encircling the upper mound, (2) a series of superimposed buildings dating to the Late
Hellenistic-Early Roman /Nabataean Periods, (3) a large Late Byzantine/ Early Islamic residence paved
with mosaic floors; and (4) the foundations of a series of late Ottoman buildings.

Textual sources are unequivocal about the importance of Iron Age Madaba and the surrounding
tableland, which became the scene of a succession of power struggles for control of the strategic
north-south transit corridor, the so-called King's Highway, during the Iron II period. According to the
Mesha® Inscription, Madaba was under Israelite control when Mesha‘ captured and rebuilt the town along
with a series of other cities on the tableland in the mid to late 9th Century BC (either during or shortly after
the reign of Ahab, the son of Omri). The surface survey conducted in 1993 supported this view of a
flourishing settlement during the Iron IIB period, with surface sherd distribution indicating a site between
13 and 16 ha in size, easily making Madaba one of the largest Iron Age sites in Jordan and the entire
southern Levant The archaeological evidence we have uncovered thus further suggests that Madaba was
destroyed and abandoned toward the end of the Iron IIB or early in the Iron IIC period (ca. mid- to late7th
Century BC) This destruction was apparently so devastating that the site remained uninhabited for about
500 years until it was reoccupied in the Late Hellenistic period.




3 close]y exa}:mue the structural morphelogy of numerous small hllltop monumcnts that are Wldcly and
variously called 'tombs', ‘cairns’ or '‘towers', in order to differentiate between the functlon and to determme
their chronologies.

The early Islamic take-over is manifested in the ceramics evidence, indicating a substantial continuity,
probably pertaining to the period of Umayyad agricultural innovation. Significantly, within our sample is
the extensive ruined hilltop village of Khirbat al-Makhul (examined in previous seasons), south of the
township of es-Sukhna, which is a testimony to a prolonged period of social unease in the middle Islamic
period.

Following the submission of the project's report in ADAJ in 2003, work is scheduled to commence on a
monograph which will fully set out the known history of the landscape from the Paleolithic to the present.

Azraq Wetlands Reserve

Project Name : Excavations in the Azraq Wetlands

Duration : 18th - 22nd June 2002

Sponsor : Whitman College, Walla Walla; Washington/ USA and the DoA.
Director : Gary Rollefson

Representative : Salem al-Dhyab

Azraq Wetlands Reserve is located at about 80kms, east of ‘Amman, where a brief excavation project
was completed in late June, 2002, by a team of archaeologists from Whitman College, Walla Walla,
Washington (USA) and the Department of Antiquities. The project lasted from 18-22 June and was
intended to recover two burials eroding from a sand dune at a Neolithic (ca. 10,000 years ago) camp just
east of the South Azraq marsh. Although it was hoped that the burials would shed additional light on
Neolithic populations in the desert, the burials turned out to be Bedouin, probably dating to within the
period from 1850-1950 AD. The burials turned out to be 7 in number, and they appear to represent a
mother and six of her children who died suddenly, perhaps of some contagious disease.

One of the excavated burials

-




'began in. 1993 attampts to reconstruct cu]tural /
{r landscapes ﬂm:mohout the different eplsodes of human
‘occupation in a defined region of northern J ordan,
precisely between coordinates 243E 164N and 255E
176N of the Palestine Grid covering an area of 144km.
Along the course of the great arterial route, and once
well-watered vale, of the Sayla az-Zarqa, tangible
images of the ancient landscapes are usually being
unveiled that will enable a better understanding of the
basic mechanism of social, economy, cultural and
religious aspects Prior to the project, the archaeological
knowledge of this locality was indeed limited a handful
of sites that had only been briefly described by Nelson
Glueck in the 1930s. now we may present our findings
of in excess of 560 sites. And by no means a definite
Survey Area survey!

The main task of the 2002 season was to thoroughly
examine some 22.5 square kilometers of the west-central zone, immediately west of the Zarqa-Jarash road.
Equally important is the re-assessment of earlier findings in the light of improved academic knowledge
database update in step with a rapidly changing modern landscape, and analysis of the entire ceramics
archive from the prehistoric to the Islamic periods (the Bronze Age and Classical periods achieving
narrow-term dating, which will be fine-tuned throughout the coming year).

In the course of the survey, significant settlements of the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age periods
were added to the database and three of the larger Bronze Age settlements were re-assessed. Two of the
latter are Talls overlooking the Sayl az-Zarga, situated on either side, and just within the present northern
urban limits of az-Zarqa. One of these is clearly fortified, whilst the other, apparently open, unless obscured
by later periods The third site, above the village of Dauqara at Umm al-Hajar, exhibits a well-preserved
complex of interconnected habitation areas and substantial tombs, many of the latter, relatively undisturbed
with visible inhumations.

The story unfolding for the classical periods is that of a landscape with an extensive network of
farmsteads and smallholdings exploiting the cultivable lower slopes and terraces of the well-watered
valleys. Several farmsteads were more closely examined. Their economies gravitate towards two high
status village complexes - Khirbat al-Wad‘ah and Khirbat al-Birah, situated, respectively, immediately
north and south of the ancient Jabbok River, itself demarcating the administrative limits of Jarash and
Philadelphia(At each site we witness the strength and Influence of state religion, intertwined with Arab
cultural tradition or eclecticism) Occasionally, we glimpse evidence of processing food produce on a large
scale, but the morphology of these pivotal places is far from similar - one with defenses the other without.
Moreover, at al-Wad'a, the quantity and range of archaeological finds to date - inscriptions, monumental
carvings, mosaic pavements - and the symbolism these exhibit, leads to the hypothesis that this particular
site may have been a small ecclesiastical settlement.

The season produced the first measured plan of Khirbat al-Wad‘a (by electronic theodolite) thus
enabling a baseline interpretation of its layout which includes zones of habitation, monumental architecture.
cemetery, and open areas. Concentrations of ceramics also contribute to the development of the working
hypothesis.

Khirbat az-Zighan, although with Roman origins, now emerges as a small Byzantine military complex
believed to have been a series of watchtowers. Indeed, an important aspect of the season's work was to




| exact format of the next publication volume, which will include the
. architeeture and the archaeological soundings results.

The previous excavations were almost exclusively devoted to
Byzantine studies. It appears clearly now that the early Roman
settlement at Khirbat as- Samra has definitively to be cleared.

Twelve years ago, a rectangular building was surveyed and partly
excavated, 600m east of the khirba. This field excavation was
initiated in 1986 and partly worked in 1991. It was reopened in 2002
in order to save the site from a future building up along the new road.

This original building, more or less 33 x 24m was definitively
interpreted as a Roman mansion (a stay on the way-inn and horses
station) on the right location were the Via Nova crossed abroad from
Khirbat as-Samra, the ancient Hatita. The building has a specific,

rectangular distribution of chambers around a courtyard. The mission aims to pinpoint the chronological
interest of this installation. The military movement and the trade implication of the Via Nova were founded
shortly after the time when the Romans established the Provincia Arabia, after 110. The exceptional
collection of coins found at the site, provided evidence that the Roman station has been dismantled and
definitively abandoned before the mid-3rd century AD. Most of the collected coins were minted in Petra or
Bostra between 110 and 244 AD: Samra was on the halfway between Philadelphia and Bostra. A good
sample of coins of the Mediterranean coast from Antioch to Tyre shows that the best trade connection was
made through the coastal harbors.

A substantial quantity of pottery was collected without any later intrusion. The short range of the
occupation, a little bit more than a century, will provide an excellent occasion to establish a clean corpus of
the ceramic documentation for the second century in Northern Jordan.

Three carved fine stones belong to rings, one of them in gold and the second in silver. Their design
comes from classical mythology with the god Mercury and the Roman eagle. The most interesting comes
from the gold ring with three Latin emblema of a military legion, despite the attached Greek text.

These discoveries help us to increase our knowledge of the Roman installation in the area. Another
building excavated on the western edge of the khirbah, overlooking the wadi, has to be connected with the
earliest occupation of the site. Well built with large limestone ashlars, it could be part of a gate or of
another administrative installation. These specific ashlars also have been discovered in an adjacent room of
the largest Byzantine church of as-Samra. We could make the hypothesis that limestone was the specific
way of building on the rise of the military stategy. The use of basalt ashlars should be connected with the
second Roman military involvement in the Levant all along the 3rd and 4 century.

The enclosure wall was found in several soundings on the western and southern slope. The extension of
the site is larger than was proposed in the previous publications.

Gold Ring with latin emblema

Wadi az- Zarqa’/ Wadi ad-Dulayl

Project Name: The Wadi az-Zarqa’/ Wadi ad-Dulayl Archaeological Survey
Duration; 15th August- 5th September 2002

Sponsor: University of Rome ' La Sapienza' and the DoA

Director : Massimiliano Munzi and Martin Wilson

Representative : Ahmad Tawahyeh

The fifth and final season of Phase 1, non-intrusive, investigative fieldwork was completed between
August 15th and September 5th, 2002. This Geographic Information System (GIS)- based project, which




Tutelage, them is now fnll rccogmtxon for what had becn achaeved in Usaykﬁun 7 R fan g

The third archaeologlcal mission was camed out with an intense research s.nd study actmty, and an
extraordinary conservation intervention carried out on one of the most ancient ‘dams ever be found.

In particular, the topmost area of the Qasr Usaykhim hill was investigated. In the area taken into
account, results comprised the first and second boundary walls already located in the preceding
archaeological mission. They have been possibly incorporated as fortifications of the Roman castle, even
though the construction technique was not the chosen one by the roman military genius.

The survey of the hill concentrated on the presence of 105 structures built from un-worked basaltic
rocks using dry-stone technique, and on an ample structure whose walls been pulled down with military
efficiency to improve the view from the castle, which had superimposed itself for strategic reasons in this
area of the limes arabicus at the end of the 3rd century, when Rome wanted to manage and directly control
the trades and routes towards the Orient. Thus the mission at last was able to put the archaeological remains
into context, assigning them to two different historical periods, one the prehistoric, and the other to the 3rd
century AD with the coming of the Roman army.

The ISAD, together with the DoA, at this point carried a series of archaeological excavations at one of
the structure. There, domestic tools were found such as pestles, grinding stones, and flint knapping and
cornel tools. And the ceramic finds studied tend to date the site on the Usaykhim hill to the Bronze Age up
to the Iron Age.

These discoveries allow corroborating the presence of a large urban settlement surrounded by two
imposing boundary walls. The urban settlements had been partly destroyed by Roman use, and by the later
use of the hill that overlooks the wadi.

As well some small settlements were noticed near Qasr Usaykhim, which were considered small
villages composed of some 15 odd habitable structures. Archaeological research carried out on three of
these, permitted them to be considered contemporary to the principal settlement on the hilltop and strongly
related to form a perfectly linked urban system.

Furthermore, a Large dam was located in the foothill area of the Usaykhim hill, it canalized water in an
artificial stemming built with great skill by the prehistoric population inhabiting the site. When
investigated,they are thought to belong to the same period as the urban settlement of Usaykhim. The
conservation of the collapsed section of the dam was carried out during its excavation, preparing it at the
same time to be functional for the future rainy seasons. The dam is certainly one of the oldest artificial
stemming built by man, it has been compared to both the other coeval dam in Jawa, and the better
renowned dam of Sadd el-Kafara, or dam of the Pagans, south of Cairo near Helwan, discovered in 1885, and
dated to about 2700 BC.

The conservation intervention was directed by Prof. Giuseppe Claudio Infranca and his team
constituted by Pasquale Russo, Mariangela Niglio, Romina Pennisi and Serena Marino.

Khirbat as- Samra

Name of Project: Khirbat as- Samra Excavations Project

Duration: July 20th - August 28th 2002

Sponsor; Biblical School of Semitic Studies/ Jerusalem,, CNRS/ Paris, with the Cooperation of the DoA
Director: Alan Desreumaux, Gerard Thebault, J ean-Baptiste Humbert

Repesentative: Aktham al- ‘Abbadi

The community of scholars involved in the Middle East studies warmly welcomed the first volume of
the final report of the Samra Excavations Project.

The Ecole biblique of Jerusalem and the Laboratoire des etudes semitiques anciennes of the CNRS
(Paris) accepted the proposition to reassess the project of limited excavations in order to decide on the
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Project Name : Archeological Campa:gns at Qa.sr Usaykh:m (Excavatlons & Conservatlon)
- Duration : January 4 - January 30/2002, September 20 -October 12/ 2002

No of Workmen : 7

Cost: 500 JD. (Workmen wages)

Sponsor : Antonio de Stephano Institute (ISAD)/ Italy, and the Department of

Antiquities/Jordan

Director : Dr. Fawwaz al-Khraysheh and Dr. Maysoun al- Khouri

Representative : Romel Gharib

The second archaeological campaign at Qasr
Usaykhim holds a particular significance for the tight
links between the Instituto of Superiore " A De Stephano”
and the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, both for the
archaeological research and the continuous comparison
of experience and collaboration between the two
institutions, such as the training of the Jordanian staff by
the Italian archaeologists and architects who performed
some fundamental conservations tests on the Roman
castle. Furthermore, it was possible to study some aspects
of great importance both for the conservation and use of
the archaeological site such as climate, vegetation,
geology and the flow of the meteoric waters during the
rainy season such as the purposefully-chosen one of December-January, when the catchment rate is high.

The excavations were undertaken in order to understand the numerous basaltic rock structures that are
found on the southern slope on top of which the roman castle of Usaykhim rises.

A trench opened near the castle's quarry; carcasses of large animals, and ceramic fragments and
everyday objects belonging to the Roman period were found.

A survey carried out within the first boundary walls and the castle, a great amount of ceramics
belonging to the Roman and Byzantine periods were found which date the settlement.

Along the northern side at a close distance from the boundary wall, some alignments of probable
presence of prehistoric stone structures were found. The investigation of these structures has been
postponed until the next excavation campaign.

Some conservation tests have been carried out which are of extreme importance for the future
conservation project and construction of the Roman castle of Usaykhim. These tests with the collaboration
of the Jordanian personnel under the guidance of the Italian conservators from the ISAD permitted
proceeding and establishing the methodology might be used in a future conservation intervention. For this
purpose a brief intense course was given to the local workers to show the procedure of the archaeological
conservation. From this experience some useful considerations were made that will be used to reach further
results in the realization of the final conservation, which will be a joint Italian-Jordanian venture using
équal means and personnel.

Lastly, upon request of the Jordanian Department of Antiquities, the Instituto Superiore "A De
Stephano” (ISAD) carried out a survey of the Roman-Byzantine castle at Jawa with annexed city. The
function of this survey was to permit an excavation to be started at Jawa during the next archaeoogical
mission. Jawa together with the castle of Usaykhim, presents a large number of archaeological and
architectural similarities of great scientific and cultural value, which the ISAD cannot ignore. Thus with

Qasr Usaykhim

further extension of the archaeological mission to the castle of Jawa required by the Jordanian Organ .




'lravehng to ﬂ'.l& Byzantme promce of Arabm wn:h hlS uncle encountered the mcmk Buhayra who foretold ‘
his fumre rmssmn as; Messenger of God. Sy

The main ruins of Umm ar-Rasas consist of a walled area forming a fomﬁcd camp, a.nd an open quarter
of roughly the same size to the north, covering an area of about 10 hectares. The outstanding monument of
Umm ar-Rasas is a tall tower, which is still standing 1.5km north of the ruins.

The first modern explorer of Jordan, Ulrich Seetzen in 1807, recorded the Arabic name of the ruins
Umm ar-Rasas. J. S. Buckingham first visited it in 1816.

Modern excavations started in summer 1986 by a Joint Expedition of the Franciscan Archaeological
Institute on Mount Nebo in collaboration with the Department of Antiquities of Jordan directed by Michele
Piccirillo.

Work started on the northeast edge of the ruins, where a large and interconnected liturgical complex
with four churches was identified and explored. The two mosaiced churches compose the St. Stephen
Complex, the Bishop Sergius church on the north (586 AD) and the Saint Stephen church on the east (8
Cent. AD), with a paved courtyard between them which was later converted into a church by the addition
of an apse on its western wall (the Church of the Courtyard), and a fourth paved church on the south west
sector (the church of the Niche). The complex was closed inside a continuous wall.

In the seventh and eighth campaigns we helped a team of the Department of Antiquities in excavating
the church of the Priest Wa'il outside the north west corner of the castrum. The small church paved with
mosaics (586 AD) had been added to a previous existing church (The Church of the Tabula Ansata).

The Umm al-Rasas 2001-2002 Archaeological campaigns focused on the area to the south of the Tabula
Ansata Church to clarify the existence of an entrance to the city in that sector. More precisely work was
carried out in the area adjacent to the southern wall of the Tabula Ansata Church between the western and
central doors. The excavations were extended to the south towards the north west corner of the castrurm
where a small passage has been identified, which can be used by visitors in the future management of the
site.

The discovery of churches and mosaic floors dated to the Umayyad period shows the continuity of an
uninterrupted tradition of mosaic making in the region of Madaba. This evidence constitutes strong
historical evidence for the prevailing attitude of tolerance and conciliation toward the Christian community
on the part of the Islamic authorities in the first period of Islam.

With a fund by US aid to ACOR, the team on Mount Nebo has already prepared a project for the
creation of the Umm al-Rasas Archaeological Park that has been submitted to the Government of Jordan
together with restoration and conservation projects for the main excavated monuments.




shrine models were stone benches placed in a line and a wooden awning or shelter lining one side of the
courtyard perhaps to shelter a particularly holy place. Pictures of one of the shrine models may be viewed
at www.wwc.edu/mpp (click on Photos).

In fact, two courtyards existed, one on top of the other. The lower floor dates to the 11th century and the
upper one comes from the 10-9th centuries BC. Only the lower one, however, contained the shrine models.
Very few sites in Jordan contain actual buildings from this time period that have been excavated. "Many
sites,” stated Clark, "contain pottery from these centuries, but only a handful of them have preserved walls
and floors like this, especially in the highlands."

The third time period is the Hellenistic one, dating to about 300-100 BC. At the southern edge of the
site were the walls of a farmstead from this period. "Although the walls, floors, and pottery from the
building are crude and poor," said Herr, "there were two nicely made coins minted by the Ptolemaic rulers
in Egypt." A third coin was found in a previous season.

A long storeroom contained many finds on the floor, including several lamps, six or seven hand-made
juglets, a few store jars, and other domestic objects, such as grinding stones, loom weights, and spindle
whorls. "The rooms were obviously used for the daily life of the people living there," stated Field
Supervisor David Hopkins, who has specialized in the economy of ancient rural life in the Hellenistic
period.

The early Hellenistic period in Jordan does not include very many cities and towns. "However," said
Hopkins, who -has excavated four similar sites, "several small rural sites exist in the ‘Umayri region. We
can only hope that we will find more."

Umm ar-Rasas

Project Name : Umm ar-Rasas Archaeological Campaign (Excavations & Restoration)

Duration : August 1™ - August 28172002

No of workers : 12

Cost of the Project : 10.000 US$

Sponsor : Franciscan Archaeological Institute at Mt. Nebo and ACOR, with the cooperation of
the DoA/ Jordan

Director : Michele Piccirillo

Representative : ‘Ali al-Khayyat

Umm ar-Rasas lies in the steppe of Jordan, 30km southeast of
Madaba (map reference 237.101). The site is identified with Kastron
Mefa‘a by a mosaic Greek inscription from the Umayyad period.

Kastron Mefaa, is a toponym known to the Roman and Arabic
sources and to the Bible. Eusebius knows a unit of the Roman army
stationed on the edge of the desert at Mepha‘at (Onomasticon 128, 21), a
locality which the historian identifies With the Levitical city of refuge of
Mepha“‘at in the territory of the tribe of Reuben on the mishor Moab
(Joshua 13; 21; 21; 37; Jeremiah 48, 21). The Notitia Dignitaturn
records that equites promoti indigenae, auxiliary troops of the Roman
army, were stationed in the camp of Mefaa, under the command of the
Dux Arabiae. The Arabic historian al-Bakry knows Maypha‘ah as a
village of the Baiqa‘ of Syria a locality known to the Early Islamic
Tradition, where the hanif Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl met with a
Christian monk who foretold him of the mission of the Prophet of Islam,
and where, according to a later tradition the young Muhammad,




~ *Amman District

Tall al- “Umayri

Project Name : Rare Archaeological Remains Unearthed at Tall al- ‘Umayn (Excavanons)

Duration : July 19th- August 31st 2002

Sponsor : La Sierra University in Riverside, Walla Walla College / USA, Canadian University College/
Canada, with the cooperation of the DoA / Jordan

Director : Larry O. Herr, Douglas R. Clark

Representative : Hanan ‘Azar

Finds from three rare time periods in Jordan's
history have been discovered at Tall al-‘Umayri,
located about 12km south of ‘Amman's 7th Circle on
the Airport Highway. All three periods date prior to
the Romans who built such famous sites as Jarash
and Umm Qays or the Nabataeans at Petra. Instead
they date to the Bronze and Iron Ages, between
1500 and 500 BC and the Hellenistic period around
300 BC.

The team of 37 archaeologists from La Sierra
University in Riverside, (CA,USA), Canadian University
College in Alberta (Canada), and Walla Walla
College in Walla Walla, WA (USA) worked six
weeks at the site where they have been working
since 1984 with a crew of workers from the nearby
village of Bunayat. The site is easily visible from
‘Amman National Park.

The excavations were supported by the
Department of Antiquities of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, under its Director-General, Dr.
Fawwaz al-Khraysheh.

A palace almost 3500 years old was discovered
with walls preserved over 3.5 meters high. Parts of
four rooms of this Late Bronze Age building have
been discovered along with pottery vessels and figurines dating to the time just prior to its construction.
The remarkable state of preservation is all the more spectacular because of the rarity of other buildings
from this time period in all of Jordan. "Although other buildings of this date exist at sites in the Jordan
Valley," stated Co-Director Larry Herr, "none are nearly as well preserved as this one and only two or three
others exist in the highlands."

Excavators reached the floor in two of the rooms, but will need another season to do so in the other two.
Portions of a large perimeter wall were discovered surrounding the building. An earthquake distorted many
of the north-south walls from this period at the site, including some of those in the palace.

The palace probably reused a strong perimeter wall and rampart constructed at the end of the Middle
Bronze Age about 1600 BC. "This palace,” said co-Director Douglas Clark, "is now the best preserved
building from this period in all of the Holy Land."

Another rare period has been the 11th to 9th centuries BC, a time when the first Ammonites probably
occupied the site. "We have found thousands of pieces of pottery from these periods in the past, but have
never found buildings and floors from that time," said Herr. "This year," he continued, "we found a whole
cobbled courtyard, perhaps a religious area because of the several shrine models we found." Along with the

late Bronz Age Palace




8 Ta]l al-Kafrayanordan valley
PmJect Name : Archaeologlcal IuveSUganons at the Slte of Tall al- Kafrayn (Excavanon & Survey)
* Duration : May 12th- 26th/2002; November 4th- 17th/ 2002
Cost: 20,000 Euros
No of Workers : 15-17 for each season
Sponsor : University of Ioannina, Faculty of Philosophy Dept.of History- Archaeology, Archaeology
Section / GREECE; with the cooperation of the DoA/Jordan.
Director : A.J. Papadopoulos, Kontorli Papadopoulou
Representative : Yazid ‘Alyan

The project was conducted, with the kind permission
of the Dept. of Antiquities, by a team of Greek
archaeologists and students of the University of Ioannina
in two seasons: a) 12-26.05.2002 and b) 4-17.11.2002,
assisted by local workers ranging in numbers between
7-15 in each season.

The cost of the project for each season was 10,000 Euros
(Total: 20,000 for both seasons). Professor A.J. Papadopoulos
and Assist. Professor L. Kontorli-Papadopoulou directed the
project.

The cone-shaped Tall al-Kafrayn lies nearly lkm

General View of Tall Al-Kafrayn north of Wadi Kafrayn, rising 35 meters above the valley

floor. The small flat summit of this natural hill has been

used during the past century as a cemetery. During the Iron Age, it was the site of a fortress or fortified

village commanding a strategic location astride an established communication route that linked the valley

floor with the hills to the east. Glueck saw it as one of a series of Iron Age towers protecting pivotal points

at the confluences of the valley floor and the eastern hills. Glueck, Melaart and the 1975/76 valley survey

team identified predominantly Iron Age pottery on the site, along with some Roman / Byzantine, Umayyad,
Medieval Arab and possibly some Persian and early Hellenistic sherds.

It seems that Tall al-Kafrayn was a strategic site, controlling the routes of communications and
international trade between the regions of Prehistoric Aegean, Cyprus, SyroPalestine and the areas of the
west bank of Jordan and the inland sites to the east, such as Madaba and ‘Amman.

Tall al-Kafrayn, judging by its position in the central Jordan valley, the so far unearthed important finds
and the visible ancient architectural remains, is offered as a most promising place for tourist exploitation.
Supportive to this view is the fact that the site lies on one of the main routes towards the Jordan Valley,
easily accessed and visited.

During 2002 work has been devoted partly to prepare a topographical plan of the Tall and make a
detailed surface survey (May 2002) and start excavation work in three squares near the top of the Tall
(November 2002).

So far the results of the two seasons work at Tall al-Kafrayn are sufficiently productive, mcludmg
various surface finds (pottery, stone objects, bronze small finds etc.) and important architectural remains
(foundations of an apsidal building, paved floor of another rectangular building) pottery, small finds and
artifacts. Suggested date is Iron Age I-I1.

We strongly recommend that:a, excavation has to be continued at this important tall, which must be
protected from illicit intruders by appointing an archaeological guard and constructing a fence around it
and,b) work must be done to facilitate access and visit of the site.




he Danish- Jordanian Islamic Jarash Project (Excavations)

~ Duration : 11 August to 12 September 2002
Cost of Project (in-field) JD 10,750
Number of workers : 25 workmen
Sponsor : Carsten Niebuhr Institute/ Denmark, with the cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan
Directors : Professor Alan Walmsley, field director Dr Alex Wasse
Representative : Samia Khouri
Jarash on wadi Jarash, a tributary of wadi az-Zarqa, is
one of Jordan's major archaeological and tourist sites.
Founded in the Hellenistic period, probably on the site of
an earlier Iron Age settlement, the city was transformed
in the Roman period by the construction of a grid of
paved and colonnaded streets and major monuments.
Included among these are huge temples, theatres, and
open public spaces, especially the famous ‘Oval Plaza’ in
front of the Zeus temple. In the Byzantine period Jarash
was endowed with many churches, often decorated with
brilliantly colored mosaics. It was placed on roads
Umayyad Mosque with two Mihrabs on the northwest to Pella (Tabaqat Fahl), northeast to Bostra
Qiblah side (Busra), and south to Philadelphia (‘Amman). At the time
of the Islamic Conquest of Bilad al-Sham (635-640 AD),
Jarash surrendered without destruction to the city. Social and economic life continued, and a large mosque
was built in the center of the city, as discovered this season by our project. The eventual abandonment of
west Jarash is not understood, and this is a major research goal of the Islamic Jarash Project of the Carsten
Niebuhr Institute of Near Eastern Studies.

Tourism potential
Jarash is a well-known tourist site, but not for the Umayyad period. The Islamic Jarash Project plans to change that.

The area explored this season was located to the southwest of the south tetrapylon plaza, north of the
‘macellum’. Two long stone-built walls and a corner tower, were partially exposed here by the Yale/British
School/American School mission, in the late 1920s.

Most significant monuments in the area: A close inspection of an aerial photograph dating to around
1928, followed by ground inspection in May 2002 identified a sizeable rectangular courtyard building. I
concluded that this was the main Umayyad mosque of Jarash, and the 2002 field season aimed to
investigate this hypothesis.

Results

The excavations have confirmed the presence of a sizable mosque datable to the early Islamic period at
Jarash, probably built in the reign of the active Umayyad caliph Hisham b. Abd al-Malik (r. 724-43 AD),
under whom other towns in the region were renovated. The main enclosure wall of the mosque is
constructed from stone blocks and measures 38.9 meters E-W by 44.5 meters N-S. The tower in the
northeast corner is an early minaret. A prayer hall 13.8 meters deep and with two mihrab(ayn) was
discovered on the giblah side. The mosque was constructed over a demolished Byzantine bathhouse, which
had a long history that is only just beginning to be discovered. Apart from pre-modern field walls, the
mosque represents the last major period of occupation in the area southwest of the tetrapylon.

Recommendations
Further excavation and recording of the mosque is required before planned restoration, which will
establish a positive visual record of early Islamic settlement at Jarash.
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3 Ziglab andupstream froma once-flourishing natural spring. Excavations of 40m? to a depth of over 1m of

c_ulﬁually rich deposits indicate substantial occupation at the site. Analysis of the lithic material indicates
that a broad range of activities occurred on-site, including the widespread production and use of
microlithics (stone tools less than Scm in length, that were hafted into bone or wood handles to form

- composite hunting tools). The faunal remains suggest the use of a wide variety of animal species, with a

particular emphasis on gazelle, deer, and hartebeest.

The Late Neolithic site of al-Basatin shows distinct affinities with other sites belonging to the
pottery-using Wadi Rabba culture (ca. 5800-5200 BC), near the transition from the Neolithic to the
Chalcolithic. It is located on a broad, sloping terrace close to several springs and waterfalls, and adjacent to
the perennial wadi. 42m? of the terrace was exposed in 2002, revealing a cobble-paved floor, and a number
of superimposed outdoor surfaces containing large basalt grinding stones, flakes, tools, pottery, and the
remains of cattle, pigs, sheep or goats, deer, and gazelles. The pottery includes crudely constructed and
poorly fired cups, bowls, and small jars, some with combed decoration, red slip, or black burnish. Tools
include parts of flint sickles, axes, adzes, scrapers and two possible arrowheads. The nature of the site and
its remains, along with its relationship to other Late Neolithic sites in the wadi supports the hypothesis of
an extensive settlement system with several interacting farmsteads distributed throughout the wadi and into
the Jordan Valley.

Excavation of these and other sites demonstrates continuous occupation of the river valley system for
over 20,000 years. Settlement type and land use has changed significantly over time, particularly with the
development and intensification of agricultural and pastoral activities. However, the depth of time covered
by these sites points to the importance of the wadi and its resources for local inhabitants. Furthermore, both
the Epipalaeolithic and Neolithic sites exhibit marked similarities to other culturally contemporaneous sites
in the Levant, demonstrating their participation in a larger interaction network.

Occupation of Wadi Ziglab extended well beyond prehistoric times, so that many other sites and
monuments can be easily visited. Towards the east are dolmen fields and many places in the wadi exhibit
Roman and later agricultural installments, such as aqueducts, olive presses, and mills. The village of Tubna
has an 18t century mosque and castle and its surrounding hills include watchtowers of the ottoman period
and some of the oldest olive trees in the country. Ashrafiya has portions of a large, Hellenistic public
building, which may be a temple. Many Roman- and Byzantine-era structures are also found in the wadi,
such as the impressive Byzantine shrine at Bayt Idis.
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WZ 135 East section with rodent hole and Neolithic Surface
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trench, underneath four terrace walls dating between the Late Antique and Modern Times, the remains of
two cultural periods are found: a floor with two bread ovens of the Byzantine period and a sequence of four
Early Iron Age houses. Underneath, the remains of mud-brick walls are discovered, which may belong to
the Late Bronze Age.

Other characteristics are: an artesian well and pool on top of the mound: small stalactite caves in the
slopes.

The site has a potential for individuals and small groups of archaeological and geological/ hydrological
interested tourists.

Ya‘mun

Project Name : Excavations at Ya‘mun

Duration : 20th June-10th August 2002

Sponsor : Yarmouk University/ Jordan, University of Arkansas/ USA, and the DoA.
Directors : Prof. Mahmud En-Najjar, Prof. Jerome Rose , Dr.Nizar Turshan
Representative : Salameh Fayyad, Worood Samarah

Under the directorship of Professor Mahmud En-Najjar
of the Department of Anthropology and professor Jerome
Rose of the University of Arkansas, USA and the
cooperation of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan,
excavations continued at Ya‘mun. The site is located
about 25kms south of the city of Irbid in northern Jordan;
dates back to the early bronze until the Islamic period.

The most important finding of this season was the
discovery of two new rooms south of the church with
well preserved Mosaic floors. There is also evidence that
the church was reused during the Ayyubid-Mamluk
period. Twelve graves were also recovered with human
remains including a large amount of teeth, and few stamps.
All Materials recovered are now under study, and we hope to continue further excavations in the year 2004.

Mosaic floor of room south of the church

‘Uyun al-Hammam, al-Basatin

Project Name : Wadi Ziglab Project (Excavations)

Sites : ‘Uyun al-Hammam (WZ148) and al-Basatin (WZ135/140)

Duration: 4 May -9 June, 2003

Cost: JD 6500.00 (in-field costs)

No. Of Workers : 12

Sponsor : University of Toronto/ Canada, with the cooperation of the DoA / Jordan
Directors : Dr. E.B. Banning and Lisa Maher

Representative : Dr. Isma il Melhem

In the summer of 2002, the Wadi Ziglab Project with field crew of 13 University of Toronto graduate
students conducted archaeological excavations at two prehistoric sites near the village of Dayr Abu Sa'id:
the Late Neolithic site of al-Basatin and the Epipalaeolithic site of Uyun al-Hammam.

15000 years ago, during a period of climatic amelioration in the Terminal Pleistocene, hunter-gatherers
occupied the site of Uyun al-Hammam as they moved throughout the wadi system following game and
other resources in a series of transitory encampments. The site is located on the ancient floodplain of Wadi




' Be}ow ﬂlIS settlement anether settlement ﬁom the Early Bronze Age was fouud mostly destroyed, but Rl

one house did snIl exist. This settlement was also built with heavy terrace walls whlch, “however, had
another chrectlon than the later ones and was much destroyed.

Finally at bedrock we found an installation, which might be from the Early Bronze I B period, a closer
analysis of the pottery from the excavation will however be necessary to determine this with certainty.

A lot of pottery and other artifacts were found all of which will have to be studied more closely.

As the main result we have found evidence of the development of the lower tall, not least interesting
because of the evidence of many hundred years of erosion between the EB and the LB and after.

Tall Zar‘a

Project Name :"The Region of Gadara/Umm Qays Project": Excavations at Tall Zara
Duration : 19th- 31st October 2002

No of Workmen: 2 and a Team of 7 Archaeologists

Sponsor : Universiteit Utrecht/ Netherlands, with the Cooperation of the DoA
Director : Dr. Karel J.H.Vriezen

Representative : [brahim al- Zoa bi

Tall Zar'a (coord. 211/ 225) is located in the center of the Wadi al-‘Arab and 4.5km SW of Umm Qays.
On the tall traces of continuous habitation since the
Bronze Ages are found. Therefore, the tall and its
surroundings are explored as a focal point in the regional
archaeology of the Gadara/Umm Qays area in a joint
project. In 2001 a large scale survey of the site was
undertaken by a team of the Biblical Archaeological
Institute, University of Wuppertal/Germany (director:
Prof Dieter Vieweger), followed by the excavation of a
test trench by a team of the Theological Faculty,
University of Utrecht Netherlands (director: Dr. Karel
Vriezen). In 2002 the team from Utrecht continued the
excavation of the test trench.

The trench is situated on the western edge of the tall’s
top and measures 6.00 x 7.00m. On the surface three
parallel terrace walls are visible, that may have been constructed in mediaeval or more recent times. At a
lower level an older terrace wall was found retaining soil with finds dating from the Iron Age until the
Early Islamic Period. Two of these walls had been built over the remains of two bread ovens from Early
Byzantine times situated on a loamy floor that was connected to a wall of undressed stones.

Underneath the terrace walls and the Byzantine floor, an accumulation of layers was found containing
only Iron Age finds, the far larger majority dating from the Early Iron Age. This accumulation of soil
covered walls together with connecting floors wich belong to a sequence of four Early Iron Age houses
Each of these walls is built of undressed stone blocks, their width is between 0.65m and 0.85m. and the
floors are 24cm thick.

The lower floor covered a large pit that cuts into a thick layer of yellow loam. In and underneath this
layer of loam dark brown and bright yellow bricks were discerned, that might be interpreted as the
tumbling of mud brick walls. The structure of these brick walls could not yet be established. As finds from
the Late Bronze Age increase in these lower levels, it may not be surprising when future excavations will
reveal these brick walls to be of Late Bronze Age date.

At the end of this second campaign, provisionally, the following conclusions may be drawn. In this test

Mud-brick wall in south section of the test trench

&
(=) "




 In order o get this sequence of Tron Age pottery for =

the first time on the plateau and to get more insights into
the architectural and material remains of the Iron Age II
(and T ?) periods the investigation of the site should be
continued in 2003.

The project is, as already said, planned again as a
cooperation between the German Protestant Institute of
Archaeology in Amman (DEI) represented by Dr. Roland
Lamprichs and the Institute of Archaeology and
Anthropology (Yarmouk University-Irbid) represented by

An Iron Age Grinding Stone and Pestle Dr. Ziad al-Sa ad. According to a first estimation, 8.000

Euro are available for the excavation in late spring 2003.

The amount is guaranteed by the German Protestant

Institute DEI), Amman. The infield expenses are estimated to an amount of 4,500 Euro. Besides Dr. Ziad

al Sa ad and myself up to eight more people from Germany and about six to ten local workers will take part
in the second campaign. Scholars and students from Yarmouk University will also take part .

Tall al- Fukhkhar

Name of Project: Excavations at Tall al- Fukhkhar

Duration: July 14th - August 21st 2002

Sponsor: University of Copenhagen/ Denmark, with the Cooperation of the DoA/ Jordan
Director: John Strange

Representative: Adnan an- Nugrosh, Asma az- Zebdeh

Tall al- Fukhkhar is located about Skms. N/W ar- Ramtha north of Jordan, with elevation ranging from
375-45Tm above sea level, on Wadi ash- Shallala. To the
southwest nearby, lies Ayn ash- Shallala.

The aim of the excavations was to follow up on the
excavations of 1990-93 where a sequence of settlements
were found on the eastern, higher part of the tall ranging
from the Early Bronze II period until the Hellenistic
period; especially we wanted to find an Early Bronze I B
village which was indicated by pottery finds from the
fills and on the surface.

At the beginning, 9 squares measuring 5 m by 5 m
were opened on the lower, western part of the tell, later
supplemented by two smaller squares 10 m by 1.5m and
1.5m by 1.5m to establish a section from the highest
point on the saddle of the tall to the crest where the steep
slope began, the area where a settlement could be
assumed.

At once, we found a Late Bronze Age settlement built
with heavy terrace-walls following the contours of the
tall. The building formed two or three "insulae" with a
street running between them, separating the lower part of
the settlement from a higher one. At the lowest point of the excavation the buildings were resting on huge
fills from the Late Bronze Age, further up on, a house from the Early Bronze Age and highest up directly
on bedrock, kitchen installations and pottery were found.

Late bronz age terrace - walls
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Tall Juhfiyya ! _

Project Name: An Iron Age Site in Northern Jordan (Excavations)

Duration : May 5th - May 26th 2002 :

Cost : 4,500 Euro

No of Workmen: 6-10

Sponsor : German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in ‘“Amman, and the Institute of
Archaeology and Anthropology / Jordan.

Director : Dr. Ziad al- Sa“ad, and Dr. Roland Lamprichs

Representative : Diya' ad- Din Tawalbeh

Under the joint directorship of Dr. Roland Lamprichs
(DEl- Amman) and Dr. Ziad al Saad (IAA-Irbid) the
German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in Amman
(DEI) and the Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
in Irbid (IAA) conducted a first season of archaeological
excavations at Tall Juhfiyya from May 5th to May 26th
2002. The project aimed at studying the archaeology of
Tall Juhfiyya, documenting its remains and increasing
our general knowledge and understanding of the Iron
Age and its material culture on the northern plateau. In a
first step some basic information about the architecture,

Aerial photo of Tall Juhfiyya structure, stratigraphy and pottery-sequence of the tall, as
well as some materials for a reconstruction of an Iron
Age (fortified) "farmstead" should be obtained.

The excavation was carried out with the constant support of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan
(DoA) and we would like to express our gratitude to its Director General, Dr. Fawwaz al Khraysheh. We
are also thankful for the help of Mr. Nasser Khassawneh, head of the Department of Antiquities, Irbid-
office, and our representative Diya Tawalbeh who did an excellent job in the field. Strong logistic support
was given to us by Dr. Ziad Talafha (Juhfiyya), the inhabitants of the modern village of Juhfiyya and our
local workmen,

After only three weeks in the field we were able to determine the following: Tall Juhfiyya is most
probably the first excavated site on the north Jordanian plateau where undisturbed Iron Age layers of more
than 3.5m could be expected. Apart from the slopes and a small area on top of the mound reused as a water
reservoir during Late Byzantine/Early Islamic times, the (settlement) debris within the encircled wall
belongs most probably to the Iron Age. Tall Juhfiyya might be a fortified farmstead of Iron Age II. The
architecture excavated so far within the inner circle-wall consists mainly of small rooms reusing huge Iron
Age walls of an earlier level by adding simple structures made of smaller stones. Some of the huge walls
are extant up to 3.5m. Installations and finds like fire places, tabuns, storage jars, grinding stones, pestles,
looms, etc. are found in great numbers.

Whereas similar surface structures in Tall Bayt Yafa, Tall esh-Shiqaq and Dhahrat Soqa ah, are already
destroyed or in a very poor condition, the state of preservation in Tall Juhfiyya is still very good. As shown
by our successful work in 2002 the joint excavation at Tell Juhfiyya will increase our general knowledge
and understanding of the Iron Age and its material culture in northern Jordan. The expected results will
give us well-founded ideas of the material culture in this area. Materials for a reconstruction of an Iron Age
"farmstead" situated on the north-Jordanian plateau will be obtained. Furthermore insights in the
organization of farming during the Iron Age in northern Jordan are possible. Above all the excavation will
provide us most probably with an Iron Age pottery sequence.
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