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Message from
His Majesty King Abdullah I Tbn Al Hussein

To the friendly People of Japan

All Jordanians join me in greeting our Japanese friends, on this occasion of
50 years of successful, happy Japanese-Jordanian relations.

Jordan, in the Middle East, is a land of about ninety thousand square
kilometers, with a population of six million. But, like Japan, Jordan is a country big
in values, hope, and vision. Our good-hearted people are committed to peace and
co-existence. We have a special appreciation for creative and earnest people, and
for this, the Japanese hold a special status amongst Jordanians, We study and
honor the Japanese experience — its history and struggle; its steadfastness and
heroism. We respect Japanese culture and the special traditions of your society.

Taday, as we mark fifty vears of Jordanian-Japanese relations, we remember
the spirit of His Late Majesty King Hussein, God rest His soul, who initiated these
relations and wisited Japan twice. We have also been privileged to welcome to
Jordan the Royal Japanese Family, as well as many Japanese officials and visitors,
Jordan and Japan have a fruitful, brotherly and sincere relationship, witnessed by
Jordanians through the many joint ventures in our country with our Japanese
friends. y

Our warm friendship reflects the deep values our countries share. We aspire
to excel in performance and build a strong economy that benefits every person. We
are committed to democracy, tolerance, and human rights, in a climate of security
and freedom. And we share a vision of a world and a region free from conflict and
destruction. As we have worked together for 50 years, so I hope we will work
together many more, to secure a future of opportunity and peace for all.

Queen Rania and [ salute you. We are honored to send our best wishes for
prosperity and welfare to His Majesty Emperor Akihito, and the Royal Family in
Japan, and to all the dear people of Japan.

With the respect and love of all Jordanians.

Abdullah IT Ton Al Hussein
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Dr. Al-Khraysheh, Director General of the Department of Antiquities at a press conference
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sibly represent the oldest human figures in the world.
The bust from Ain Ghazal was displayed in Japan for
the first time.Various devices were used to make the
exhibition as interesting as possible to visitors.
Jordan’s most famous ancient site at Petra was repro-
duced as a wooden model and by a large-size-photo-
graph at the entrance. Diverse footage that NHK pre-
pared specially for the exhibition was shown at a num-
ber of places inside the museum to show visitors the
magnificence of the historical remains, natural land-
scapes, and the many other attractions of Jordan. One
section also displayed ethnic items, including contem-
porary costumes and a tent of the Bedouin desert

nomads. Another special section introduced Jordan’s
royal family, with photographs and exhibits from the
Imperial collection, to impart the spirit of the royal
household to the Japanese visitors.

The exhibition provided a rare opportunity for
Japanese people to obtain a profound introduction to
the ancient culture of Jordan and earned widespread
praise. There also was extensive media coverage of the
event. NHK showed the opening ceremony and imperi-
al visits on its news bulletins and disseminated infor-
mation about the exhibition and what was happening
there in many special programs. It received good cov-
erage in newspapers and magazines.

Jordan remains an unfamiliar country to most Japanese, and probably the reverse is true as
well. The exhibition provided a timely opportunity to show Japanese the very distinctiveness
of Jordanian culture. Undoubtedly the exhibition will contribute to the development of friend-
ly relations between Japan and Jordan and support further mutual understanding®.

Catalogue®

The Ancient History and Culture of Jordan. September 18 - November 7, 2004. Setagaya Art Museum. Organized
by Setagaya Art Museum, NHK, NHK Promotions Co., Ltd., Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities/Department of
Antiquities of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Tokyo: NHK, NHK Promotions Co., Ltd.

3) I'wish on this occasion to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Fawwaz Al-Khraysheh, Director General of the Department of Antiguities at the
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities; Dr. Abu Dayyeh, Director of the Department of Antiquities: Dr. Huda; Dr. Rafay’ah; Dr. Aida; Dr. Arwa;
Dr. Baker of the Royal Hashemite Court; His Excellency Mr. Samir Naouri, Jordanian Ambassador to Japan; Mr. Musa Ayesh, our coordi-
nator for the exhibition; and all concerned for their generous cooperation in mounting the exhibition.

4) For a review see the Arabic Section of this volume.
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Exhibition in Tokyo: The Opening

The Exhibition was organized by Japan Broadcasting
Corporation (NHK), NHK Promotions, and Setagaya
Art Museum, with the generous cooperation of the
Jordanian Government and the Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between
Japan and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. More
than 120 artifacts unearthed in Jordan were exhibited to
represent the entire sweep of ancient Jordanian history
and its distinctive cultural forms from the very begin-
nings of agriculture in around 8000 BC. All artifacts
borrowed from the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan had
been returned safely by the end of November.

The utmost effort was made to give a full description
of the cultures of ancient Jordan from Paleolithic times
until the Umayyad Dynasty of around the 6th Century
AD through the exhibition of a large number of artifacts
and documents(®). The outstanding exhibits borrowed
through the kind assistance of various bodies in Jordan
included the twin-headed bust of Ain Ghazal. The stat
ues of Ain Ghazal are 8,000 years old and hence pos-

1) NHK Promotions, Co. Lid.

2) Professor Sumio Fujii (Kanazawa University) supervised the struc-
ture and contents of the exhibition. Prof. Fujii is one of Japan's lead-
ing archaeologists and scholars of ancient Jordan, who devoted
nearly a decade to Jordanian excavations and studies.
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semi-popular lectures on each Saturday during the exhi-
bition period. This program turned out to be particular-
ly popular and well-attended by the inhabitants of
Helsinki and other visitors(®). The presented topics
included the history of Petra and the FJHP, modern
technology utilized by the FJHP, the Petra Papyri,
Islamic history and culture, the Arab world, nomadic
and settled life in the Near East, and the presentations
of certain types of ancient artifacts.

Additionally, the exhibition resulted in three lavish-
ly illustrated publications. A semi-popular yet compre-
hensive book in English(®) featured the genesis, meth-
ods and results of the FIHP, as viewed in the perspec-
tive of the history of the Nabataean-through Early

Islamic Petra. This book had its shorter more popular
version in Finnish/Swedish(7). Finally, the fictional
play “Theodoros” was reflected in an outstandingly
beautiful volume(®). This book received “The Award of
Selected Books 2002 and many other awards, espe-
cially for the artistic planning and technical presenta-
tion. The exhibition and its publications were featured
in at least 40 different reviews in Finnish newspapers,
magazines and Internet websites. The organizers and
participants were on many occasions interviewed by the
Finnish TV and radio. Additionally, the organizers
served as guides in more than 200 tours of the exhibi-
tion for special groups of interest or other visitors.

The Petra exhibition in Helsinki was certainly a great success. Through its exhibits, lectures and
publications, it not only amply illustrated the contribution of the Finnish scholars to the studies in
archeology and history of Petra. More importantly, this exhibition outlined and emphasized the cul-
tural achievements of the populations of ancient Jordan and their significance in the modern world.

References
Frosen, J. and Fiema, Z. T., eds.

2002 Petra: A City Forgotten and Rediscovered. Helsinki: Amos Anderson Art Museum.

5) The speakers included the members of the FIHP (Prof. Jaako Frosen, Prof. Henrik Haggren, Prof. Mika Lavento, Dr. Zbigniew Fiema, Jan
Vikonen, Erko Mikkola, Jeanette Lindblom, Henrik Jansson, and Katri Koistinen), Prof. Jaakko Hameen-Anttila, Marjo Lehtinen, H. Palva,

K .Ohrberg, S. Kangas, and Muhammed Abdel Aziz Marahneh.

6) Frosen and Fiema 2002. See the Arabic Section for a review article.

7) E. Mikkola, Petra: Antiikin kadonnut kaupunki/Antikens forsvunna stadt.
8) A. Lakaniemi, S. Rumpu, J. Frosen, and P. Lindroos, Theodoros. Henkays hiileen.
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to its monastic function, had most probably also served

as a pilgrimage center dedicated to the veneration of St.
Aaron, between the late 5th and the 8th century A. D, if
not later.

The FIHP received much interest among scholarly
and lay audience in Finland and throughout the world.
This interest largely stimulated organizing an exhibi-
tion presenting the results of the project in conjunction
with the exposition of the Finnish contribution in stud-
ies of the Petra Papyri, and a general presentation of
Petra as a major world heritage site. The Amos
Anderson Art Museum in Helsinki, under the direction
of Bengt von Bonsdorff and Kai Kartio, has graciously
agreed to house the exhibition(!), The exhibition was
organized under the patronage of HRH Prince Ra’ad
bin Zeid and in cooperation with the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan(?). In addition to the objects exca-
vated by the FJHP, currently in Helsinki for further
studies and conservation, the Department of Antiquities
of Jordan has graciously agreed to loan some most rep-
resentative objects from its collections to better illus-
trate the culture of ancient Petra and the FTHP excava-
tion site(®). Although the Byzantine period was particu-
larly well-reflected by these artifacts, other periods,
such as the Nabataean and Roman periods in Petra were
also exhibited@,

The exhibition opened on February 14, 2002 in the
presence of HE Minister of Tourism and Antiquities
Dr. Talib Al-Rifa’i. Over 1000 persons were present at
the opening ceremony. Prof. Jaakko Fr?sEn presented
an opening speech which outlined the Finnish contribu-
tion to the studies on the history and archaeology of
Petra. The representatives of HRH Prince Ra’ad bin
Zeid, the Patron of the exhibition, HRH Prince Mired
bin Ra’ad and his wife, HRH Princess Dina al-Mired
visited the exhibition on May 24 through 26. The exhi-
bition lasted between February 15 and May 26, 2002,
and was visited by more than 30, 000 visitors.

The exhibition was conveniently housed in three
large halls of the Amos Anderson Art Museum, which
also reflected the three major themes of the exhibition.
The entrance hall featured outstanding color photo-
graphs of Petra, its environs and antiquities, by the
well-known  Finnish artist, Mr. Simo Rista.
Additionally, one of the Petra papyri was exhibited
there.

The largest hall housed (on two levels) the exhibi-
tion related the FJHP, its methods and achievements, in

Athar

terms of its archaeological excavations, survey, archi-
tectural studies, geoenvironmental exploration, conser-
vation technology. paleoethnobotanical and paleozoo-
logical research, and ethnoarchaeological survey.
These subjects were illustrated through the photo and
descriptive panels and objects. The artifacts included
samples of the stone tools, pottery, glass, metalwork,
mosaics, inscriptions, architectural fragments, and
stonework, either excavated by the FJHP or loaned
from the Department of Antiquities. Additionally, some
panels described and illustrated the history of Petra. All
panels and artifact displays were designed and prepared
by the team members of the Finnish Jabal Haroun
Project in association with the experts from the Amos
Anderson Art Museum.

The third hall featured a computerized display of a
fictional story called “Theodoros” and based on the nar-
rative of the Petra Papyri. This artistic exhibition was
prepared by Mr. Ari Lakaniemi, Ms. Susanna Rumpu
(both from the University of Art and Design) and Ms.
Pia Lindroos (University of Tampere) with the assis-
tance of Prof. Jaakko Frosen and with the technical sup-
port of Raimo Uunila, Epa Tamminen and Pro-AV
Saarikko.

In addition to the conventional exhibition of infor-
mation and artifacts, it was decided to expand the scope
of the presentation by the organization of a series of

1) The Exhibition Committee included persons representing the three
centers. In Amman, the Committee included Dr. Fawwaz Al-
Khraysheh, Director-General of Antiguities, Dr. Rabiha Dabbas,
Director of Cultural and Public Relations of the Department of
Antiquities, Dr. Aida Naghawy, Director, Jordan Archaeological
Museum, Ammen, and Dr. Pierre Bikai, Director, American Center
of Oriental Research. In Petra, the Commirttee members were: Dr.
Suleiman Farajat, Director, Department of Antiguities in Petra and
Mr. Muhammad Abdel Aziz Marahneh, Director, Petra Museum. In
Helsinki, the Commirtee members included Prof. Jaakke Frosen,
Director, FJHP, Dr. Zbigniew T. Fiema, Chief Archaeologist, FIHP,
Prof. Bengt von Bonsdorff, Former Director, Amos Anderson Art
Museum, Dr. Kai Kartio, Director, Amos Anderson Art Muset tm, and
Dr. Kari Raivio, Rector, University of Helsinki. Among individuals
who actively participated in the organization of exhibition were:
Jorma Huttunen (exhibition secretary). Simo Rista (photographer),
Ilkka-Antti Hyvarinen (exhibition architect), the staff members of the
FJHP and the Amos Anderson Art Museum and many others.

2) The main sponsors of the exhibition included Amerpap, Pro-AV
Saarikko, and Helsinki University Press, and further support was
received from Dialab, Epson, Leeviprint and Apus-Art Oy.

3) The shipping and forwarding of these objects were in the expert care
of Amin Kawar & Sons Co., Amman, and Nurminen Prima, Helsinki.

4 ) Representatives of the Department of Antiquities at the Exhibition
were Mr. Muhammad Abdel Aziz Marahneh (Petra) and Mrs. Alia
al-Khasawneh (Irbid), who accompanied the loaned objects to
Finland and remained in Helsinki during the period of the exhibi-
tion.
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explorations in the area suggested the existence of a
Byzantine monastery at Jabal an-Nabi Haroun
(Mountain of the Prophet Aaron) about 5 km away
from Petra. This place is particularly important in the
social and religious history of the Near East. According
to the Jewish, Christian and Muslim traditions, the

University of Helsinki and the Academy of Finland.
Additionally, between 1997 and 1999, the FIJHP was
sponsored by E. Aaltonen Foundation. Other sponsor-
ing institutions and individuals included the Peltonen &
Kuusakoski-Peltonen Family. The continuous assis-
tance of the Department of Antiquities in Jordan, espe-

The Exhibition

mountain is considered to be the place of burial of
Moses’ brother Aaron. The peak of the mountain is
occupied by the 14th century Muslim shrine (weli) with
a sarcophagus believed to contain Aaron’s remains.
However, it is an extensive, ruined architectural com-
plex located at about 1270 m above sea level, on a
plateau of the mountain, believed to have been a
Byzantine monastery, which is the focus of the Finnish
investigations carried out as the Finnish Jabal Haroun
Project (FJHP). This interdisciplinary project was
launched in 1997 with Prof. Jaakko Frosen as its direc-
tor.

The FJHP is carried out within the framework of the
Research Centre “Ancient and Medieval Greek
Documents, Archives and Libraries” at the University
of Helsinki, which is part of the “Centres of Excellence
in Research” program of the Academy of Finland
(2000-2005). The main sponsors of the FJHP are the
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cially its office in Petra, is particularly instrumental in
securing the success of the project.

The FJHP is designed as a multi-season and interdis-
ciplinary investigation. The most important activity of
the Project is the archaeological excavation of the site
recognized as a Byzantine monastery. Furthermore, the
Project investigates patterns of human adaptation in the
area, the palaecoenvironmental variations, aspects of
land-use, ancient agriculture and resource exploitation,
through the archaeological survey of the environs of the
mountain. Among the participants are the scholars and
students from Finland, Sweden, USA, Italy, Jordan and
Switzerland. So far, the FJHP has completed six major
field seasons, which resulted in the uncovering of a
Byzantine monastic complex including a large basili-
can church and a chapel, and some auxiliary structures
and rooms. The research on the data and finds provided
by the fieldwork indicates that the complex, in addition
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Ptra : A City Forgotten and Rediscovered

Jaakko Frosen and Zbigniew T. Fiema

Helsinki Exhibition: HE Talib Al-Rifa’i, former Minister of Tourism and Antiquities at the
Opening; to the right: Dr. Rabiha Dabbas, Ministry Advisor, and Prof. Jaakko Frosen, Director
of the Finnish Jabal Haroun Project
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The origins of Finnish involvement in this research
can be dated back to 1993 when an archive of the 6th
century Greek-Byzantine papyri was found in the
Byzantine church excavated by the American Center of
Oriental Research in Petra. Up to 150 papyrus scrolls or
fragments, all completely carbonized, were found.
Finnish papyrologists and conservators, under the
direction of Prof. Jaakko Frosen, University of
Helsinki, were asked to undertake the difficult task of
conservation and protection of these fragile documents.
Having successfully completed that task, they have
been taking an active part in the decipherment and pub-

[Story and arcnaeology of Jordan.

lication of these important ancient documents, together
with their colleagues from the University of Michigan,
USA. The first volume of the Petra Papyri publication,
prepared by the Finnish team, has already appeared in
2002.

The direct involvement in these studies has addition-
ally stirred interest among Finnish scholars and stu-
dents in the Byzantine period in Jordan, especially in
terms of archaeological fieldwork. Notably, one of the
Petra documents mentioned “the House of our Lord the
Saint High-Priest Aaron” outside the city of Petra.
Scarce historical information and the results of early
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The exhibition “Petra: Lost City of Stone” is accompanied by a related exhibition,\
“The Bedouin of Petra,” a companion book, Petra Rediscovered: Lost City of the
Nabataean Kingdom), and an interactive web site. “The Bedouin of Petra” is an exhi-
bition of 49 photographs documenting the sedentary Bedouin tribes living around the
archaeological site of Petra today. These photographs, taken between 1986 and 2003 by
Washington photojournalist Vivian Ronay, focus on the Bedoul tribal group now based
in the small, neighboring village of Um Sayhun.(5)

L A L

The Companion Book

Markoe, G., ed.

2003 Petra Rediscovered: Lost City of the Nabataean Kingdom. Cincinnati: Cincinnati Art Museum and
Harry N. Abrams, Inc.

mnh.orglexhibition rrqf,' specifically developed by the Americe
ion tour, interviews with curators, behind-the-scenes information a
n closes, with updates as new findings about Petra become available.
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The Exhibition

in 363 AD. Other highlights include the monumental
2,100-pound sandstone bust of Dushara that was
removed, with the approval of the Department of
Antiquities, Jordan, from above the Old Petra Museum
as part of a rescue operation aimed at saving this impor-
tant sculpture from further wear due to exposure to the
elements.

Section 9 (Under Roman Rule) examines the influ-
ence of Rome on Petra, which came under the control
of the Emperor Trajan in 106 AD and remained under
Roman rule for the next three centuries. A major high-
light in this section is a nearly life-size bronze statue of
the Greco-Roman goddess, Artemis/Diana, the only
surviving statue of its type from Petra.

Section 10 (The Great Earthquake) describes the vio-
lent earthquake that rocked Petra in 363 AD and dealt it
a crushing blow from which the city never fully recov-
ered.

Section 11 (The Byzantine Era) explores the history
of Petra in the fifth and sixth centuries CE, when Petra
became an important center of Christianity within the
Byzantine realm. Highlights in this section include a
sixth-century AD marble pulpit from the Blue Chapel
and a papyrus scroll fragment that is part of an exten-
sive will of a wealthy man named Obodianus.

Section 12 (Conclusion: Petra Today) details ongoing
archaeological research and conservation projects.
Featured is a short video that graphically depicts the
damage caused by flash flooding and The exhibition
“Petra: Lost City of Stone” is accompanied by a related
exhibition, “The Bedouin of Petra”, a companion book.

The exhibition witnessed an extensive press coverage
that included correspondents from as far away as Korea
and Brazil. After a successful run in New York where
over 280,000 visitors saw the exhibition, Petra: Lost
City of Stone travels to the Cincinnati Art Museum,
Calvin College (Grand Rapids, Michigan); Glenbow
Museum (Calgary, Alberta); and The Canadian
Museum of Civilization (Ottawa). In Cincinnati the
exhibition was visited by over 62,000, in Calvin
College about 12,000 after one month of its launching
in April, 20053),

3) In Calvin College the exhibition was on display from April 4 to
August 15, 2005. The Cincinnati Art Museum would like to express
its appreciation toward Director General Dr. Fawwaz Al-
Khraysheh of the Department of Antiquities, Mr. Samir Majali,
President and CEO of Royval Jordanian, and Drs. Pierre and
Patricia Bikai of the American Center for Oriental Research,
Amman, and their respective staffs. This exhibition project would
not have been possible without their generous support and wise
counsel.
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days under Byzantine rule in the 6th century AD.

In 1999, the Cincinnati Art Museum approached the
American Museum of Natural History as a potential
partner in the organization and production of the exhi-
bition. The American Museum of Natural History
brought to the partnership a strong tradition of present-
ing compelling and comprehensive exhibitions. In
2001, under the generous patronage of Her Majesty
Queen Rania Al-Abdullah and with the support of His
Excellency A. Biltaji, Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities and Director General Dr. Fawwaz Al-
Khraysheh, the two museums embarked on the devel-
opment of the exhibition.

With their combined expertise, the two organizing
museums united varied scholarly approaches and study
of the world’s art, ancient civilizations, geology, and
technology to present a comprehensive and dynamic
view of Petra and the Nabataeans. On October 18,
2003, Petra: Lost City of Stone opened at the American
Museum of Natural History.

“Petra: Lost City of Stone” features approximately
200 exceptional objects on loan from collections in
Jordan, Europe, and the United States. To most effec-
tively convey the story of Petra and the people who
built this monumental city, the exhibition was organ-
ized chronologically into 12 sections (described below)
and layered with contextualizing themes. These themes
highlight the critical combination of entrepreneurial
and technical skill that enabled the creation of a vibrant
city in a location that although inhospitable, was a piv-
otal center of the ancient world’s major land trade
routes.

Exhibition Sections

Section 1 (Introduction) offers visitors a view of the
Treasury seen through the Siq that is conveyed by a re-
creation of the Siq and a 10-foot high color image of the
facade of the Treasury, or Khazneh, the Nabataean
royal tomb that is Petra’s beacon and most famous
monument.

Section 2 (Petra Rediscovered) illustrates the city
“rediscovery” in 1812 by the Swiss explorer, Johann
Ludwig Burckhardt, an event that reawakened
European knowledge of the site existence after more
than 1000 years. A selection of 19th century paintings,
drawings, and prints depicting the site of Petra features
work by artists including David Roberts, Lady Louisa
Tenison, and Frederic Church.

Section 3 (People of Petra) examines the origins of
the Nabataeans, a group of Arabian nomads who began
settling in Petra sometime in the third century BC and
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had acquired control of the ancient incense and spice
trade throughout the Arabian Peninsula by the first cen-
tury BC. This section features a gravestone with a styl-
ized male head whose style provides evidence that the
Nabataeans interacted with the kingdoms of southern
Arabia. Several inscribed plaques with Nabataean ded-
ications found throughout the ancient Near East testify
to the widespread cultural presence of this people.

Section 4 (Caravans and Commerce) explores how
the Nabataeans built a commercial empire, as Petra
evolved into a bustling hub of international commerce
and culture. Objects in this section include a recently
discovered column capital with elephant heads, demon-
strating the growth of trade with Asia.

Section 5 (Petra: Crossroads of the Ancient World),
is an eight-minute-long film created especially for the
exhibition. In addition to providing a brief cultural his-
tory of the city and its far-flung trade, the film examines
how the ancient tombs were cut into the rock cliff faces
and highlights how the Nabataeans built an elaborate
system of damming, terracing, and irrigation to manage
and store water.

Section 6 (City of Stone) examines the architecture,
engineering, and artistry of the Nabataeans, who creat-
ed a spectacular city of elaborately carved freestanding
temples, tombs and other buildings. In order to convey
a sense of the actual scale and grandeur of Petra’s rock-
cut monuments to the visitor, a 26-foot-wide moving
montage of panoramic views of the city is projected
onto three six-foot-high screens.

Section 7 (Daily Life) offers visitors a glimpse into
what day-to-day life was like for Petra’s inhabitants.
Among the pieces on view in this section is an elabo-
rately carved Roman marble vase with panther-shaped
handles. Other highlights include a Nabataean painted
stucco fragment, an elaborate architectural niche frame,
and a collection of finely painted Nabatacan ceramics
noted for their exceptional thin-walled delicacy.

Section 8 (Icons of the Gods) focuses on the religious
world of the Nabataeans. Worship of the heavenly bod-
ies was central to Nabataean religion and figures of the
zodiac became popular in Nabataean architecture.
Highlights in this section include the two halves of an
important Nabataean statue that have been reunited for
the first time in more than 1,500 years. The sculpture, a
statue of Nike holds atop her head a disk with the bust
of the goddess Tyche in its center, surrounded by the 12
symbols of the zodiac. Originally built into a wall in
the temple of Khirbet Tannur, this statue broke when
the building collapsed, probably during the earthquake
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Petra: Lost City of Stone @

Exhibition Entrance

ibition Petra: Lost City of Stone, represents a unique cultural
collaboration between two museums in the United States: the Cincinnati Art Museum and the
American Museum of Natural History (New York) and the Department of Antiquities of Jordan(?).
The exhibition was first conceived by Dr. Glenn Markoe, curator of Classical, Near Eastern and
African Art ar the Cincinnati Art Museum, in 1994 when Her Majesty Queen Noor visited
Cincinnati to celebrate the reinstallation of the museum’s significant holdings of Nabataean art
from Khirbet Tannur. Discussions soon began with then Director General Dr. Ghazi Bisheh of
the Departm ] to explore the feasibility of a major exhibition that would for the
first time rell the compel v of Petra and the ancient Nabataeans and reunite the Khirbet

Tannur materials from the Cincinne

vears in ine maxKing, inée éexi

it of 4 1\.1." Lguliies

iti Art Museum with those from Jordan.

With the expert assistance of Drs. Pierre and Patricia 1) This article is based on information developed by Dr. Glenn

Bikai of the American Center for Oriental Research, Mf?rkloe. (;uraror of Classical, Near Eas.fem, and African Art,
Cincinnati  Art  Museum; Steve Reichl, Department of

Amman, Dr Markoe developed an ambitious exhibition Communications, American Museum of Natural History; and
proposal that focused on how the current understandin g Natalie Hastings, Assistant Director of Communications, Cincinnati

: Art Museum, Stephen D. Bonadies (Cincinnati Art Museum, Deputy
of the Nabataeans has been dramatically transformed Director) provided the information on the number of visitors to the

by recent archaeological investigations carried out over  museums in Cincinnati and Grand Rapids.
the past two decades. A significant goal of the exhibi- 2) The exhibition “Petra: Lost City of Stone” was co-produced by the

. p ; Cincinnati Art Museum and the American Museum of Natural
tion was to Incorporate new SChOlaIShlp and archaeo- History. The exhibition and its design components were developed
logical discoveries in an exciting and immersive format under the direction of David Harvey, Vice President of Exhibitions
that illustrated Petra through time - a period Spﬂ.l‘ll‘lil‘lg at the American Museum of Natural History in consultation with Dr.

. . s 3 Glenn Markoe. Air transportation was generously provided by Royal
from its emergence in the 4th century BC to its final Jordanian.
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AT THE
NICHOLSON MUSE

News relcase supplicd by Dir Jamie Lovell

From Pella to Petra:
Australian Archaeologists
in Jordan

N CONJUNCTION WITH THE EIGHATH

Intcmational Conference on the History and

Archacology of Jordan to al the

University of S:ll-,-.c_\ n July. the Nicholson
Muscum is mounting a special exhibition to honour
Australia’s contribution o the excavation and study of
ancient Jordan.

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is home lo sonse
of the most exiraordinary archacological sites in the world.
Over the decades. Australian archacologists and
intemational collcagues have forged a special and
enduring relationship with the country. its henitage and
its peaple

Australian scholars ficst formal involvement with
Jordan dates w0 J. Basil Hennessy's permit 10 excanate
the Amman Temple in 1966 and Teleilat Ghassul in 1967,
and was comolidated with the granting of the Tabaga
Fahl ( Pellay excavation permut in 1978

Under the leadership of J. Baxil Hennessy and
Anthony McNicoll (1943 1955} the Pella Project
fostered a generaton of Ausstralian arc
have since made significant contributions in archacology,

acologists who

muscums, government and many other disciplines
McNicoll’s interest in the kter Hellenistic, Roman amnd
Byzantine periods complemented Hennessy s own focus
on the Bronze Age. and together they cultivated students
in all periods of Jordanian archacolozy. The range of
Ausira

an rescarch mto Jordan’s pust spans all periods
from the ecarliest human activity to modern times
Morcover, this rescarch is now conducted at many other
institutions around Australia.

The generous policies of the Jordanian Government
have allowed sponsoring institutions to return home with
some of the objects found during excnvations, For further
study and exhibition. Many of these objects, some never
before exhibited, will be on display in the Nicholson
Museum. The exhibition runs from 9 July — 21 December,
2001. j

*The Muscum is open from Monday—Friday.
10:30-4:30. Admission is [ree. Inquiries please
tclephone (02) 9351 2812,

Right: The entrance to the siq frames the beautiful
and lamous temple of El Khazneh, Petra
Photogrmaph supplicd by Ncholson Musoum

Announcing the Exhibition in Sydney



Amman especially for the show. Found at Pella in
1984, only the ivories remained, but their findspot
allowed the construction of the wooden box, long since
deteriorated, to be re-constructed. This outstanding
piece had many hardened archaeologists and museum
curators gasping in wonder at its quality and beauty.

The opening was a great occasion, with many
friends of Jordan in attendance. Importantly, we were
graced with the presence of HRH Princess Sumaya and
HE Professor Marie Bashir AC, Governor of New
South Wales, along with many senior officials of the
Jordanian Department of Antiquities, including the
Director, Dr. Fawwaz Al-Khraysheh. The exhibition
was an outstanding success. Many people visited the
show during the 18 months of its installation, including
large numbers of ordinary Australians who knew little
about the region. More than 30,000 viewed the exhibi-
tion.

While planning, creating, building and presenting
the exhibition we surprised even ourselves with the
scope and impact of Australian discoveries in Jordan.
Given Jordan’s rich heritage and its position within the
‘fertile crescent’ this is perhaps not surprising, but it
does serve to underline the solid base laid down by
Hennessy and others in those early days. That base has

Athar

generated new research questions and new and evolv-
ing research programmes in Jordan today. The exhibi-
tion not only highlighted the important relationship
between Australia and Jordan but played its part in
helping strengthen those ties. Australian archaeologists
look forward to another forty years of fruitful coopera-
tion(®).
References

Amr, K., Taher, H. and Khouri, S., eds.

2004 Studies in the History and Archaeology of
Jordan VIII. Amman:Department of Anti-
quities.

Potts, D. T. and Sowada, K. N., eds.

2004 Treasures of the Nicholson Museum. Sydney:

The Nicholson Museum.
Walmsley, A.G., ed.

2001 Australians Uncovering Ancient Jordan: Fifty
Years of Middle Eastern Archaeology.
Sydney: The Research Institute for Humanities
and Social Sciences(®).

3) Photographs for this contribution were taken by Russell Workman,
Nicholson Museum.
6) For a review cf. the Arabic section.

Chocolate-on-white ceramics from Tomb 62, Pella
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become the Edwin Cuthbert Hall Professor of Middle
Eastern Archaeology. He retired from this post in 1990.

Under the leadership of Basil Hennessy and
Anthony McNicoll (1943-1985) the Pella Project fos-
tered a generation of Australian archaeologists who
have since made significant contributions in archaeolo-
gy, museums, government and many other disciplines.
McNicoll’s interest in the later Hellenistic, Roman and
Byzantine periods complemented Hennessy’s own
focus on the Bronze Age, and together they cultivated
students in all periods of Jordanian archaeology. The
range of Australian research into Jordan’s past spans all
periods from the earliest human activity to modern
times. Moreover this research is now conducted at
many other institutions around Australia®.

The Jordanian royal family, headed by King
Abdullah II, take an active interest in archaeological
work, and help promote scholarly research worldwide.
Australian work, and that of any other international
project, would be impossible without the constant sup-
port, interest and enthusiasm of the Department of
Antiquities, Jordan. In particular the generous policies
of the Jordanian government have allowed sponsoring
institutions to return home with some of the objects
found during excavations, for further study and exhibi-
tion.

The last forty years of cooperation between
Australian scholars and the Jordanian community has
been fulfilling at both a scholarly and personal level. Of
course, all scholarship is international and strong links
have also been forged with institutions in the United
Kingdom, the United States, Germany, France and
many other countries that maintain active research pro-
grammes in Jordan. This exhibition allowed us to high-
light particular results of Australian work and the coop-
eration and friendship between the Department of
Antiquities, other international academics and our-
selves.

The University of Sydney holds a significant quanti-
ty of objects from Jordan, thanks to the generous divi-
sion policies of the Jordanin Department of Antiquities
over the years. The material spans the Epipalaeolithic
(ca 10,000 BC) to Islamic times, with most of the
objects coming from the University’s own excavations
from sites such as Pella, Wadi Hammeh, the “Amman
Airport Temple” and Tuleilat Al-Ghassul. This was
supplemented by a generous donation of coins made by
HRH Prince Hassan in 1977.
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This rich repertoire of material formed the basis of
the exhibition’s content. In addition, the National
Gallery of Australia in Canberra also lent many impor-
tant pieces from their collection for the show, acquired
through the support of the University’s work at Pella in
the early 1980s. Expedition Directors, such as Dr
Phillip Edwards, Dr Stephen Bourke and many other
specialists contributed to the exhibition in many differ-
ent ways. The exhibition focused on a number of key
sites and periods, which best represented the University
of Sydney’s contribution to the wider understanding of
Jordan’s ancient history. Finds from Wadi Hammeh,

The Jordanian and Australian flags fly over the
University of Sydney

Tuleilat Al-Ghassul and Pella highlighted the
Epipaleolithic, Chalcolithic and Bronze Age, along
with the Roman and Byzantine Periods. In addition, the
coins donated by HRH Prince Hassan provided an
important insight into the Islamic Period. Overall about
180 objects were on display.

Of particular interest to the public were cultic
objects from the Bronze/Iron Age Fortress Temple at
Pella, discovered by Dr Stephen Bourke’s team in
1994-7. These included a bull-decorated incense box
and a unique painted ceramic cult stand. Another much
admired object was the basalt mortar and pestle from
Wadi Hammeh: given that it was close to 12,000 years
old, visitors marvelled at how little the design of such a
functional object had changed over the millennia.

A highlight of the exhibition was the famous Ivory
Box (ca 1600 BC), lent by the National Museum in

4) See Walmsley 2001 .
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From Pella to Petra

An Australian Perspective on Jordan®

K . _N_. § owada and J. L. Love{l_

Her Highness Princess Sumaya opens the exhibition

. a1 I ey e I B e e > E e iozp) P oo r s i | PR, Joh. Y BEC N
When the 8th International Conference on the History and Archaeology of Jordan(2) was held in

Sydney in 2001 it provided a perfect opportunity for the Nicholson Museum to showcase Australian

archaeological work in Jordan. The Nicholson is Australia’s premier archaeological museum, and

houses, amongst its wide-ranging collection'?), a number of antiguities from Jordan. This select col-

tion is very much a result of a long ﬁ‘i‘.f..s:m_'u rg.r’ association petween Australian archaeologists and

' ’ } . "o iy _— g
Jordan’s Department of Antiguities.

The first formal involvement of Australian archaeol-
ogists with Jordan dates to Basil Hennessy’s permit to
excavate the “Amman Airport Temple” in 1966 and
Tuleilat Al-Ghassul in 1967. It was then consolidated
with the granting of the Tabaqat Fahl (Pella) excavation
permit in 1978. Hennessy, whose interests in western
Asia began in Cyprus and Turkey, was originally edu-
cated at the University of Sydney. He completed his
doctorate at Magdalen College, Oxford under Kathleen
Kenyon. Hennessy was director of the British School of
Archaeology in Jerusalem (now the Kenyon Institute)
from 1964-70 before returning to Sydney in 1973 to

1) The exhibition “From Petra to Pella: Australian Archaeologists in
Jordan" took place at the Nicholson Museum, University if Sydney,
Sfrom July 9, 2001 to March 15, 2003 and at the St. George Regional
Museum, Sydney, from May 6 1o June 30, 2003. In mounting the
exhibition, we were indebted to the support of not only the Jordanian
Department of Antiguities, but also the Arab Bank, Noble
Numismatics Pty Lid in Sydney, and the Friends of the Nicholson
Museum, who provided sponsorship. In particular, the support of
Professor Judith Kinnear, then Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic
and International) at the University of Sydney, helped make many
aspects of the exhibition possible, including financial support for
bringing the Ivory Box to Australia.

2) The conference proceedings were published in the series Studies in
the History and Archaeology of Jordan. Cf. Amr et al. 2004.

3) See Ports and Sowada 2004.
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Royal Museum of Art and History, Brussels (14/2 -
26/4/1987).

1988  Organization of the exhibition “The Belgian
Excavation in Jordan: Lehun. Opendeurdag”, in the
Royal Museum of Art and History, Brussels.

1989  Organization of the exhibition “The Belgian
Excavation in Jordan: Lehun. Opendeurdag”, in the
Royal Museum of Art and History, Brussels.

1990 Participation in an exhibition in Oudenburg, Stadhuis:
“Vlaamse archeologie. Opgravingen in binnen- en
buitenland: Lehun”, (exhibition about the Belgian
Excavations at Lehun, in Jordan).

Participation to the exhibition “Shadow and light on the
Pottery of the Near East”, with special interest to Lehun
(Jordan). * (18-20/05/1990).

1995 - 1996 Organization of the exhibition “Belgian
Excavations in Jordan. Geomorphologic prospecting of
the Lehun region 1995”, in the Royal Museum of Art
and History, Brussels.

1997  Organization of the exhibition “Geomorphologic

prospection at Lehun, during the 1997 excavations, in
the M.R.AH. (1/10-11/11/1997).

1997 to 2001 Organization of the exhibition “Discover
Lehun and the King’s Highway. The Belgian
Excavations in Jordan / Ontdek Lehun en de
Koningsweg. De Belgische Opgravingen in Jordanie /
Découvrez Lehun et la Voie Royale. Les fouilles belges
en Jordanie”, in the Royal Museum of Art and History,
Brussels (25/11/1997- till 31/12/2001).

In Europe

1985 Responsible for the traveling exhibition “Topfer, Ton
und Tradition. 7000 Jahre Keramik in Jordanien™, in the
University of Tubingen (Germany).

1986 - Responsible for the traveling exhibition * “Topfer,
Ton und Tradition. 7000 Jahre keramik in Jordanien™, in
the Museum of Ettlingen (Germany).

1992 “Lehun. Die Belgische Ausgrabungen in Jordanien™,
in Kongresshaus Stadthalle, Heidelberg (Germany).

/i/lany private and governmental schools visited thh

Girls, C.M.S. School.

\th\e place”.

exhibition. To mention only some of them, who signed
in our two guest book at the entrance of the Exhibition:
the Mashrek International School, the Jowharat al-
Oruba School, students of the Jordan University and
Yarmuk Univeristy, Ahliya School for Girls, El-
Madrasa El-Ahliya Lelban,t, different classes of the
Amman Baccalaureate School, I’Ecole franAaise
d’Amman, I’Ecole Alqaser (Kerak), Princess Eman
School of Madaba, 1’'Ecole Baptiste, I’Ecole FranAaise
de Damas, Amman Academy School, Ahlia School for

In the guest book children signed their “dig” functions:
archaeologists, draftswomen, photographer, restorer,
Jjournalist, astronaut, banker, doctor or nurse, inventor,
reflecting the jobs they wanted to do later.

A teacher of Jawharat Al-Oruba school wrote: ““49 chil-
dren (7 years old) started painting and drawings and
refused to leave when asked by the teachers”. Other
comments are: “We are glad to have come here and
learn all this. It’s great that our country is full of treas-
ures and you help us to find them. Thank you so much
for delighting our students™; “The kids enjoyed visting

o’

18




Athar

The population of Al-Lahun, a nice and open-minded community, is proud of their past and
eager to guide the visitors or hike with them in the region. This project will surely increase
employment opportunities for the villagers in the future (site guards, local guides, women hand-
icraft). Visitors will discover the prestigious overview on Wadi Al-Mujib and the excavated
remains. The exhibition presented a pioneer attempt in showing the national and cultural heritage
of Jordan.

Excavation House and future Archaeological Museum

List of Exhibitions about Jordan organized
by Prof. Dr. Denise Homes-Fredericq

1976 Organization of a new exhibition room “Syria,
Phoenicia and Palestine (Jordan)” in the M.R.A H.
(1/6/1976). Jordanie”, in the Royal Museum of Art and History,

1980 Organization of the exhibition “Wonderful Petra. A Brussels.” (22/11/1984 - 29/1/1985).

Caravan City at the Confines of the Desert/Wonderbaar 1985 Organization of the exhibition “Potters and pottery.

leven. 7000 jaar pottenbakkerskunst in Jordanie/Argile,
source de vie. Sept millénaires de céramique en

Petra, het Nabatees koninkrijk aan de rand van de
woestijn/Inoubliable Petra, une cité caravaniere aux
confins du désert”, in the Royal Museum of Art and
History. Brussels. (1/3 - 1/6/1980).

1981 Participation on an exhibition in the Free University

Brussels (V.U.B): “Tien jaar Kunstgeschiedenis en
archeologie aan de V.U.B., Lehun (Jordan)/Ten Years
History of Art and Archaeology at the Free University
Brussels, Lehun (Jordan)” (19/02-3/03/1991).

1984 Organization of the exhibition “Potters and pottery.

7000 Years of Ceramic Art in Jordan/Klei, bron van

7000 Years of Ceramic Art in Jordan/Klei, bron van
leven. 7000 jaar pottenbakkerskunst in Jordanie/Argile,
source de vie. Sept millénaires de céramique en
Jordanie™, in the Gallo-Romeins Museum at Tongeren.
Responsible for the traveling exhibition in Germany (at
the University of Tubingen and in the Museum of
Ettlingen, see below).

1987 Organization of the exhibition “Udhruh, a Caravan

City and oasis in the desert of Jordan/Udhruh, een kar-
avaanstad en oase in de Jordaanse woestijn/Udhruh, cité
caravaniere et oasis dans le désert de Jordanie”, in the

1
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had to choose between local stone,
wood or clay.

Under the Saite dynasty (7th -
6th centuries BC), Jordan was in
contact with Egypt, as is shown by
the discovery of a fragmentary New
Year’s bottle at the site. The chil-
dren’s Program stressed the paral-
lels between modern times (post-
cards and E-mail at the end of the
year) and ancient Egyptian custom
(offering bottles containing per-
fumes, ointments, or expensive oils,
as New Year's gifts).

In the Nabataean Period, Al-
Lahun was an agricultural, com-
mercial and a religious centre.
Caravans, coming from Petra,
stopped at the site. A cast of the
temple (1st century AD), where vil-
lagers, nomads and caravaneers
could worship their gods, illustrated
the local architecture of the country, so different to that in
Petra. Leaflets to colour and questions to be solved, drew
the attention of younger visitors to the international trade
and the architectural techniques of their monuments.

The Byzantine period is sparsely represented by some
pottery sherds. The site had been resettled in the Mamluk
period (end of the 15th century AD). An agricultural com-
plex in the north and a hamlet in the south, with a rural
mosque situated on the west bank of Wadi Al-Lahun,
opposite the Nabataean temple, as if this part of the site
was more spiritual. The mihrab, the paved floor and the
entrance on the northern wall are well preserved.
Restoration works were undertaken by the Department of
Antiquities to consolidate this rare example dating from
the 15th century in Central Jordan. The modern restora-
tion techniques and the importance of conservation of the
ancient remains were explained to visitors.

In modern times Al-Lahun was settled again at the end
of Ottoman period by Suleiman Al-Kteifan, a Saleitha of
the Beni Sakher tribe, coming from South Arabia with his
family. Their houses give an excellent idea of the village
architecture of the 19th century. Thanks to the European
Union and the kindness of Mrs Widad Kawar, one of these
houses will be rebuilt as an Ethnographic museum, where
the nomadic lifestyle will be presented.

Every year, the school children of the village visit the
excavations with their master and are very interested in
the progress of the dig. Thanks to this new museum, they
will have a better understanding of the daily life of their
ancestors.
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The exhibition panels

Room II explains the archaeological and human back-
ground of the excavations. It is devoted to the daily life in
Al-Lahun (archaeologists and villagers); the scientific
aspects of the research (archaeology, biology, restoration
techniques, photography, architecture, topography, geolo-
gy)-

Parallels of ancient and modern daily life are present-
ed in some panels: natural basins versus modern water
tanks on the roof of the dig house or flint instruments ver-
sus modern tools. Photographs of the daily life of the vil-
lage during those twenty years show the impressive mod-
ernisation of this hamlet with four isolated houses when
the dig started, growing into a village of more than forty
dwellings, including two schools, one for boys and one for
girls.

The Future of Al-Lahun

The transformation of the site, financed by the
European Union, will be launched this year, involving the
local population in the restoration works. Different panels
shown in the exhibition illustrated the contribution of the
European Union, showing the location of the work area,
the renovation of the Archaeological and Folklore
Museum and the Geo-Archaeo-Park. The future Museums
of Al-Lahun are conceived for the blind and other handi-
capped people, with objects to be touched, relief maps,
special boxes and tables, music, explanatory video. A
children corner with a small library and workshop will be
available for children and schools.




Iron Age I village and Iron Age II fortressn the back

himself with a member of the team such as the director.
assistant director, archaeologist, architect, draftsman,
geologist, zoologist, photographer or worker. Practical
work was also done. They discovered in the sand layers
fragments of walls and broken pottery. They had to do the
inventory of those finds, to draw sketches of interesting
objects, as if they were on a real excavation. This gave
them a better understanding of the whole story of an “art
object”, from its discovery till its display in a Museum.
The success of this method was recognised by the com-
ments of several teachers in the guest book at the entrance
of the exhibition.

Another puzzle-game offered to test the youngsters’
understanding of the work done in the field. A set of pho-
tographs illustrating the different stages of the work of an
archaeologist was exposed on a board. The children had to
arrange these pictures in the right order in which an
archaeologist operates (Fig. 4). Closed boxes (“Mystery
Boxes™), with objects to be touched or smelt without
being seen, gave the children the possibility to become
detectives.

Four tables with coloured pencils and paper attracted
the children to draw their impressions. Often, adults and
children of the neighbourhood came after school to amuse
themselves with this activity and made beautiful illustra-
tions, which were exposed on large panels along the walls
of the room.

Exhibition Themes
The main concept of the exhibition is to take the vis-
itor team and Emuze Foundation guided the visitors
through for a walk, discovering the different aspects of
Al-Lahun through 48 panels. Room I illustrated the histor-
ical periods represented in the excavations. Room II was
devoted to the environment, the archaeological tech-

Athar

niques, the village life, films and video and a specific
drawing corner for the young. In both rooms the chil-
dren’s program was largely represented.

Room I concentrated on the cultural and historical her-
itage of Jordan. A cast and photographs suggested the
geography and geomorphology of the region with the
stunning beauty of Wadi Al-Mujib and the amazing
panorama of the Kerak plateau seen from the cliffs. They
give an idea of the contrast between the friendly fertile
valleys and the unfriendly cliffs, the desert and the steep
Al-Mujib canyon.

Several remains are of utmost interest to the history of
Jordan. For the Early Bronze Age (3200-2200 BC) plans,
maps and photographs show the fortified town, overlook-
ing the impressive canyon of Wadi Al-Mujib (Arnon of
the Bible). It was surrounded by an imposing 6 m thick
wall. The region was surely more fertile in antiquity, as is
suggested by the numerous grinding stones (for wheat and
cereals), by the loom weights (for weaving wool) and the
large olive presses, some of them are of more than one m
wide. The inhabitants of this period were resourceful as
they took advantage of two natural depressions in the
precinct wall. They transformed them into water sinks to
collect rainwater for their cattle and their fields by consol-
idating and plastering these natural basins with fine clay
to avoid the infiltrations of the water. In one of the “mys-
tery box” the children had to guess the content of a small
hidden bottle by smelling it to find that it was full of olive
oil (reminding them of olive presses and fertility of the
country in previous times).

An Early Bronze Age I tomb (3 women and a child)
contained more than 130 handmade ceramics, such as
large jars with ledge handles, medium-sized jars, jugs
with high vertical handles (some with stamp seal impres-
sions), cups and miniature “thumb bowls”. A “mystery
box™ allowed the children to feel and discover pottery
fragments. They had to write their suggestions on the
“questionnaire”,

Late Bonze/Iron Age

The strategic location of Al-Lahun, along the ancient
“King’s Highway™ linking Arabia with Syria, was chosen
to build a fortified town with about 60 to 100 houses
(1300/1200 BC). Loom weights, bread ovens, millstones,
mortars, basalt pestles, storage jars demonstrate the agri-
cultural function of Al-Lahun. The settlement was later
partially reused as a fortress in the period of the Moabite
King Mesha (9th Century BC). This station had not only
a military but also an important economic purpose. It was
used to store the crops for the king’s troops. The military
and economic fortress of Al-Lahun seems unique in
Moab. In a third “mystery box”, the children had to quess
the construction material of those ancient fortresses. They
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ods. The history of the site reflects the history of Jordan
and more particularly of Central Jordan, known as the bib-
lical “Land of Moab”, mentioned several times in
Assyrian sources, Egyptian texts and the Old Testament.

Al-Lahun can be reached from Dhiban, a small urban
centre on the “Kings’ Road”, or from the Desert Highway
(direction Dhiban) by the paved road passing near Umm
Ar-Rassas. At Mesheirfeh, one can turn south in the direc-
tion of Al-Lahun.

The Exhibition

The aim of the Belgian excavations in Jordan in organ-
izing this exhibition was to introduce the archaeological
and historical diversity of a site on Wadi Al-Mujib. This
has been achieved through a selection of more than two
hundred fifty photographs, reconstruction drawings,
plans, maps, and two casts, one of the archaeological site
and another of the Nabataean temple. Two additional
showcases with small objects found during the excava-
tion, illustrate the results of the Belgian excavations in
Central Jordan, and the successful cooperation between
the Department of Antiquities of Jordan and the Belgian
archaeologists during seventeen excavation seasons. It
shows the fascinating beauty of the region. Most members
of the archaeological team came to work on the dig as vol-
unteers.

Different aspects of an archaeological excavation were
illustrated, starting with the survey to locate an interesting
historical site. The archaeological, topographical and
architectural investigations at Al-Lahun allowed the dis-
covery of important testimonies of daily life in antiquity.

The exhibition has first been organised in the Royal
Museums of Art and History, Brussels. It was so success-
ful that instead of two months it was exhibited for two
years, from 1999-2001! It attracted many visitors, who
often visited the site in Jordan after viewing the photo-
graphs and the video-film. In the meantime, Al-Lahun
became a pilot project. It was chosen to illustrate the
“Protection and Promotion of the Cultural Heritage in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan™. Financed by the
European Union, it was decided to transform the dig
house into an archaeological Museum, an Ottoman house
into a Folklore Museum and the archaeological site into a
Geo-Archaeo-Park.

The Set-up

The exhibition was set in two separate rooms, having
each a surface of ca 160 m*. Large windows opened on
one side, on one of the main streets of downtown Amman
and on the other on a central patio, where the school chil-
dren could gather without trouble before entering the
exhibition. The rooms themselves could easily be trans-

2) www.lehun-excavations.be.
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formed into separate units by wooden panels of 1,20 by
2,40 m. Metal grids were hung on both sides of the pan-
els. Special designed aluminium pieces, glued on the
backside of the photographs, text cards and drawings,
helped to fix them on the grids in a flexible way .

A multimedia corner was made possible thanks to the
generosity of H. R. H. Princess Sumaya who offered a
computer with a program allowing to visit the website of
Al-Lahun® and give more technical information about
the site. Another video set, supplied by the City Hall, pro-
jected films visualising the excitement of discovering
archaeological finds during the dig; they picture the inter-
est and participation of the workers or the villagers, and
give a good view of the atmosphere, dialogues and collab-
oration between the excavation team, the Department of
Antiquities and the workers.

A map of the site and a summary of the archaeological
work were available for the visitors who desired to visit
the site. A special school program was conceived to
explain the multiple aspects of archaeological research to
children. Through a questionnaire such as “Are you a
good archaeologist?”, provided in Arabic and English,
the children were invited to practice their sense of obser-
vation and learn about excavations and objects discovered
during the work. Members of the Educational Service of
the Department of Antiquities, the Belgian excavation the
exhibition and were always ready to answer their ques-
tions.

Playing ‘““Archaeology”!

The children were involved in the archaeological work
by digging a “square” of sand provided by the Department
of Antiquities. To understand the excavation techniques,
an imaginary game was set up. Each kid had to identify

View on Wadi Al-Mujib from the dig house of Al-Lahun
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Al-Lahun and the King’s Highway
Twenty Years of Belgian Excavations in Jordan

Denyse Homes - Fredericq

Her M. Queen Rania, H. R. H. Princess Sumaya and Denyse Homes - Fredericq,
Director of the Belgian Excavations at the inauguration of the Exhibition

The exhibition entitled “Al-Lahun and the King’s Highway: Twenty Years of Belgian Excavations
in Jordan” took place October 13 - 30, 2002 in the City Hall, Municipality of Greater Amman, a cen-
tral and well chosen setting in the city centre. It was inaugurated by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al-
Abdullah on October 13, 2002, in the presence of different personalities from the Ministry of
Tourism, the Department of Antiquities, the authorities of Greater Amman, the European Union, the
Belgian Embassy and many colleagues and friends of archaeology(1)-

Al-Lahun is one of the most attractive sites of central Wadi Al-Lahun, the main brook that runs from north to
Jordan, about 82 km south-east of Amman and 30 km south. It is one of the most representative sites of Jordan
from Madaba, on the border of the cliffs of Wadi Al- through its history from the geological period to present
Mujib. The archaeological site is 66 ha large (1100 m NS days, with its important remains from Palaeolithic, Early
by 600 m EW). The village of Al-Lahun is divided by the and Late Bronze/Iron Age, Nabataean and Islamic peri-

1) This display was organised by the Belgian Committee of Excavations in Jordan, directed by Prof. Denyse Homes-Fredericq, with the financial and
logistic support of the Department of Antiguities in Jordan, the Municipality of Greater Amman, the European Union, the Jordanian Embassy in
Belgium, the Belgian Embassy in Jordan, Royal Jordanian Airlines, the Jordan Tourism Board. the E-Muze Foundation, the Firm Beeckaert, the Firm
Datcom, the Firm Vink, the Royal Museums of Art and History, Bel gium. We want to express our warmest thanks to each of those bodies and for many
persons, friends and colleagues who have contributed to the elaboration of the exhibition in various ways. A press conference was held ar the Residence
of the Belgian Ambassador, H.E. Marc de Schoutheete on October 9, 2002. The event was announiced in the radio, the TV and the newspapers. A spe-
cial TV-film was produced about Al-Lahun together on the site and in the Ciry Hall during the exhibition period. Several evening receptions took place
on the premises, allowing a friendly visit to the exhibition.
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vations in Hujayrat al-Ghuzlan near the coastal city of
Aqaba. These were financed to a great extent by the
German Research Foundation. Thanks to the support
from the German Foreign Office a small museum was
set up in a late Ottoman complex in Umm Qais
(Gadara). Furthermore, a German-Jordanian initiative
led to the installation of a museum within the (then)

Warrior’s rest. Sahar Al-Nsour
of the Department of Antiquities
at the Exhibition in Bonn
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Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology (Yarmouk
University, Irbid). Through the cooperative efforts of
the German Society for Technical Cooperation togeth-
er with the Jordan Department of Antiquities a center
for conservation and restoration work was established
in Petra in 1993-2002.
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Archaeology: From Adventure to Study ®

Gustaf Dalman,
German archaeologist and ethnographer

During the first half of the nineteenth century reports
and descriptions by European visitors of the ruins and
antiquities east of the Jordan River began to appear. In
1806 Ulrich Jasper Seetzen travelled through Syria to
northeastern Jordan by contract to Duke Ernst of
Sachsen-Gotha. At that time Seetzen was able to iden-
tify two of the ancient cities of the Decapolis: Gadara
(Umm Qais) and Gerasa (Jerash). Six years later in
1812 the Swiss Johann Ludwig Burckardt (1784-1817).
disguised as a Bedouin, was the first European to enter
the Nabataean city of Petra.

The lithographs and wood engravings of Count Léon
de Laborde (published in 1830) as well as the drawings
and aquarelles of the Englishman David Roberts (who
arrived in Jordan in 1839) contributed greatly to mak-
ing the Nabataean city known in Europe, befitting at
that time for the romantic search for the ruins of the
ancient past. Likewise in 1839 Heinrich Kiepert, car-
tographer from Berlin, produced the first topographic
map of Palestine and countries bordering to the south.
His later study travels through eastern Jordan in 1870
can be followed quite well with the aid of his annotat-
ed sketch book and maps.

Research on antiquities in Jordan of today received
great impetus through the foundation of the German
Protestant Institute of the Ancient History of the Holy
Land (@ in 1900. The establishment was initiated by
travels of the German Kaiser Wilhelm II, an enthusiast
for archaeology and the Orient, in the Near East in
1898. In 1903 Gustaf Dalman was appointed as the first
director of the Institute, which was then located in
Jerusalem.

As early as 1886 the German engineer Gottlieb
Schumacher had visited the ancient city Gadara, while
surveying for the planned railroad route from Der’a
(southern Syria) to Haifa. The results of his topograph-
ic investigations formed the basis for the presence of
German research in the ancient city, a presence that still
continues today.

S S 4 \ X
i —— 4 G ; ) ¥ 4

e\ 4 Bro S 0 R . & L
10000 Jahre Kunst und
Kultur aus Jordanien

23. April bis 21. August 2005 in Bonn

lii Hunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutsehland

A drastic interruption in the history of research in
eastern Jordan came with the Israeli occupation of east
Jerusalem and west Jordan in 1967 during the so-called
“Six-Days’ War”. Like many other research institu-
tions, the German Protestant Institute founded an affil-
iated center in Amman, made possible by the generous
contribution from the Volkswagen Foundation.

Among the excavations and research that have been
conducted since 1967, many in cooperation with
Jordanian colleagues, are recent investigations in the
Early Bronze Age city Khirbet Az-Zeiraqun and exca

1) This is one of the exhibition themes (panels). It focuses mostly on the
history of German archaeological research in Jordan. The exhibi-
tion was on display in the Art and Exhibition Hall of the Federal
Republic of Germany, and was organized in cooperation with the
Museum of the Ancient Near East (Vorderasiatisches Museum) in
Berlin. The project was directed by Dr. Angelica Charlotte Francke.
Till May 9, 2005 the exhibition was visited by more than 9500 per-
sons with an average of 879 visitors per day.

2) Deutsches Evangelisches Institut fur Altertumswissenschaft des

Heiligen Landes.
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Der Herr der Alterttiimer

Fawwaz Khraysheh schwirmt von Deutschland

Mitten in cinem modernen und ruhigen
Villenviertel Ammans steht man plétz-
lich vor einem Ausgrabungsgeliinde. Das
markanteste Bauwerk ist ein Wachturm
aus der Zeit des Ammonitischen Kdnig-
reiches aus dem ersten Jahrtausend vor
Christus. Wohl nicht zufillig ist die jorda-
nische Altertumsverwaltung in das mehr-
stockige Gebdude daneben cingezogen.
Der Blick aus dem Biiro von Fawwaz
Khraysheh, dem Leiter der Alterrumsver-
waltung, geht allerdings zur anderen
Seite hinaus. er blickt auf die moderne
Architektur Ammans. Im Inneren jedoch
drehe sich alles um Altertiimer, die in
deni kleinen Land reichlich vorhanden
sind. Ihnen gilt die Leidenschaft des
48-jihrigen Jordaniers.

Dass ein Teil der herausragenden anti-
ken Schitze seines Landes nun in Berlin
und Bonn gezeigt wird, erfiillt Khraysheh
mit grofer Freude. Denn er selbst ist
Deutschland durch seine Studienzeit in
Marburg eng verbunden. .Ich habe in
Kairo semitische Sprachen studiert und
war dann an der Yarmouk-Universitit in
Jordanien, aber sehr gepriigt haben mich
die Jahre in Marburg”, sagt er selbst in
gutem Deutsch. Von 1980 bis 1986
lernte er mit einem Daad-Stipendium
Deutsch und promovierte in biblischer

a ie. .In all den Jahren bin ich
nur ein einziges Mal zuriick nach Jorda-
nien gefahren. ich habe mich in Deutsch-
land sehr wohl gefiihlt*. schwirmt er von
seinen Studententagen.

Danach kehrte Khraysheh., der aus
dem Dorf Mafrag stammt und zu der
michtigen Stammesféderation der Bani
Sahr gehért, deren Oberhaupt ein Cousin
seines Vaters ist. an die Yarmouk-Univer-
sitit als Assistenzprofessor zuriick. Seit
1999 ist er Leiter der Antikenabteilung,
die dem Tourismusministerium angeglic-
dert ist.

Auch die deutsche Archiologie bringt
den drahtigen schlanken Mann ins
Schwirmen. Seit dem 18. Jahrhundert
seien grofe Namen in der Region des heu-

B4

tigen Jordanien tiitig gewesen. Sie hitten
wvicle gute Biicher herausgebracht. die
cine kleine Bibliothek fiillen wiirden®,

sagt er.
Auch beim Aufbau der jordanischen Al-
tertumswissenschaft sei Deutschland

durch eine enge Kooperation sehr hilf-
reich gewesen. ,Wir waren in den fiinfzi-
ger und sechziger Jahren ein Entwick-
lungsland. da interessierte sich niemand
fir Altertimer. Hier wurden Strafen
und Universititen gebaut”, blickt Khrays-
heh auf die Geschichte seines Landes zu-
riick. Ausgrabungen und Konservierung
von Altertiimern habe ausschlieflich in
den Hinden von Auslindern gelegen.
Erst seit den siebziger Jahren habe sich
dafiir langsam cin Inte-
resse im Lande entwi-
ckelt.

Der Durchbruch sei
dann die Unterzeich-
nung des Friedensver-
trages mit Israel im
s Jahre 1994 gewesen.
= Mit der Hoffnung, nun

Fawwaz grofe Touristenstrome
Khraysheh, ins Land zu locken, be-
Antikenleiter in  kam auch die Konservie-
Amman rung und Prisentation

der Altertiimer cinen
neuen Stellenwert. Die Ausgrabungen an
der Taufstitte Jesus' am Jordan-Fluss,
der die Grenze zu Isracl und den besetz-
ten palistinensischen Gebieten bildet,
konnten beispielsweise erst nach 1994
beginnen, weil das Gelinde bis dahin mili-
tirisches Sperrgebiet und vermint war.

Die Zusammenarbeit mit den Deut-
schen schiitzt der jordanische Archiio-
loge. .Die Deutschen machen vieles im
Wasser, Kultur- oder Landwirtschafts-
sektor, ohne es an die grofie Glocke zu

n.*

Wenn die Deutschen nun mit den Aus-
stellungen in Berlin und Bonn die ge-
samte jordanische Archiologie grof he-
rausbringen, sei das nur .gut* fir Jorda-
nien. ANDREA NUssE
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Gesichter des Orients
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This exhibition was also accompa-
nied by a number of associated activi-
ties. Both exhibitions complemented
each other wonderfully. Furthermore,
visitors could marvel at sections of the
Mshatta palace facade in the Museum
of Islamic Art, displayed in the south
wing of Pergamon Museum. The
Museum of the Ancient Near East
holds a wealth of exhibits, indeed, that
pertain to the Near Eastern cultures
whose influences on Jordan were so
marked. The exhibitions found favor-
able response in the press, a many-
sided and positive echo (see Press
Coverage below). Likewise, “Faces of
the Orient” received great attention in
Jordan and the Jordanian media.

Press Conference in Berlin

On February 25, 2005, the Museum of the Ancient Near East was bestowed with the Grand
Cordon of the Order of Al-Istiglal, the highest honor in Jordan, conferred in person by H. E.
Akel Biltaji, personal advisor to the King, in the name of His Majesty King Abdullah II. H.
E. Akel Biltaji emphasized that His Majesty was very impressed by the exhibition during his
visit at the time of the opening. It was a gratifying experience, indeed, for His Majesty to see
the cultural history of Jordan shown in such a comprehensive, elucidative presentation.

Catalogue

Gesichter des Orients. 10 000 Jahre Kunst und Kultur aus Jordanien. Eine Ausstellung der Kunst- und
Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Bonn, in Kooperation mi: dem Vorderasiatiscchen Museum,
Staatliche Museen zu Berlin - Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz 8. Oktober 2004 bis 9. Januar 2005 Berlin, 8.
April 2005 bis 21. August 2005 Bonn. Bonn/Berlin: Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland/Vorderasiatiscches Museum, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin - Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz, 2005.



gions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The conver-
gence of peoples of different political, ethnic, cultural
and religious origins determined the image of Jordan in
the past. And this still applies today, reflected last but
not least in the faces of its inhabitants The following
three samples are meant to convey an impression of the
themes presented in the displays.

Faces of ‘Ain Ghazal

Cultural interaction through the ages is based on
activities by women and men: they are the creators of
history. This is strikingly manifested for the first time
in the nearly ten thousand year old, life-sized plaster
figures from ‘Ain Ghazal. At this site a total of 33 stat-
ues made of plaster were discovered, that evidently had
been intentionally buried within abandoned houses.
They represent the oldest models of human figures in
the world. Six of the restored figures formed the sensa-
tional opening of the exhibition in Berlin. Captivating
the viewer with their realistic form and especially their
expressive eyes set in fine facial features, the figures
introduced us to the people of the 8th millennium BC,
while providing an insight into art and religion at that
time. It is not only the perfect handling of the plaster
technology that is fascinating, but also the burial of life-
size plaster figures in different caches as a sign of some
cultic interaction during that time.

The Nabataeans: Wealth through Trade

The unique culture of the Nabataeans represented the
center of the exhibition. Originally a nomadic people,
the Nabatacans later settled in the area of Petra in
southern Jordan, where they were intensively engaged
in caravan trade and attained great wealth. The location
of Petra on the 3000 km long incense route contributed
immensely to cultural exchange between the Orient and
the Occident: Nabataean traditions commingled with
influences from the Hellenistic world.

Petra was the major royal city as well as most impor-
tant trade center of the Nabataeans in Hellenistic and
Roman times. The grave facades hewn out of the red
sandstone still fascinate us today. Around the turn of
the millennia an urban center arose in Petra, marked by
Hellenistic stone architecture of monumental dimen-
sions. Buildings that have been uncovered reveal a
unique mixture of structural and decorative elements in
Hellenistic-Alexandrinian and ancient Oriental style.
Aside from impressive grave facades, magnificent tem-
ples and buildings were erected in Petra at the end of
the Ist century BC. The figural capital with elephant
protomes in the so-called Great Temple as well as the
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stucco ceiling count among the extraordinary remains
of the Nabataeans. Recent archaeological investigations
in Petra have revealed that the city was not only a place
for burial, as hitherto assumed, but a thrivin g, multifac-
eted metropolis as well.

The Legacy of the Rocks

A multitude of inscriptions as well as graffiti with
scenes from the lives of the desert inhabitants found in
the Jordanian desert have provided valuable informa-
tion about the cultures of the Bedouins and others well
into late antiquity. Besides depictions from daily life in
the desert, such as scenes showing musicians, combat-
ants and hunters, there are also petroglyphs that are
engraved exclusively with script. Numerous such
stones with graffiti are found north of Jordan as well as
in the magnificent desert landscape of Wadi Rum, a
region well-known for Lawrence of Arabia and the
Arab struggle for freedom against the Ottoman Empire.

As with these themes, the exhibition themes have
offered the German public a broad spectrum of
Jordanian history and culture. “Faces of the Orient:
10,000 Years of Art and Culture from Jordan™ has been
the most comprehensive exhibition on the extraordi-
nary art and culture of Jordan ever presented in
Germany.

The exhibition “Faces of the Orient: 10.000 Years of
Art and Culture from Jordan™ was viewed by more than
55,000 visitors, and won much acclaim in the media.
Guided tours through the displays were conducted by
volunteers and staff members of the Museum of the
Ancient Near East, accompanying over 500 interested
persons in small groups or individually through the
exhibits. With the sale of over 4000 copies, the beauti-
fully illustrated exhibition catalogue proved to be a
favored item. Furthermore, approximately 4000 per-
sons took part in the activities offered in the program
accompanying the exhibition. These included a series
of lectures on archaeology and cultural history of
Jordan, readings and literary forums. various concerts,
discussions on specific topics and workshops. On the
occasion of the opening, the German Research
Foundation sponsored a two-day conference, in which
scholars from Germany, Jordan, France and the United
States participated. A program of activities was organ-
ized by the German Technical Cooperation® and the
German Foreign Ministry. In addition, a second, paral-
lel exhibition, “The Baghdad and Hedjaz Railroads”
was presented by the German Railroad Museum
(Nurnberg) in the north wing of Pergamon Museum.
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These developments also had their effects upon the
roots of Western culture and, thus, symbolize the strong
ties between Europe and the Orient.

The idea and concept of the exhibition emerged in the
year 2000, incepted by Dr. Fawwaz Al-Khraysheh,
Director General of the Department of Antiquities,
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Amman, Dr.
Hans-Dieter Bienert, at that time Director of the
German Protestant Institute of Archaeology in Amman
and today Program Director in Studies of Ancient
Cultures and Theology at the German Research
Foundation®® in Bonn, Prof. Dr. Beate Salje, Director
of the Museum of the Ancient Near East (4) in Berlin
and Prof. Dr. Gunther Schauerte, Deputy Director
General of the State Museums of Berlin(3).

The idea was received with immediate enthusiasm
from the former Minister of Tourism and Antiquities H.
E. Dr. Akel Biltaji, the Jordanian ambassador H. E.
Farouk Kasrawi and the German ambassador H. E. Dr.
Martin Schneller. Official visits to Berlin by H. E. Dr.
Akel Biltaji and the Minister of Finance H. E. Dr.
Michel Marto in the spring of 2001 deepened the con-
tact even more. Ultimately, I was responsible for pre-
senting the project to His Majesty King Abdullah II on
October 11,2001, on the occasion of an economic con-
ference in the German Chamber of Industry and
Commerce in Berlin, and at the same time for seeking
patronage for the project. This was pledged without
hesitance.

In the spring of 2002, I was able to visit museums in
Jordan with the generous support of the Department of
Antiquities. A comprehensive expose in the German
and English languages was prepared for potential con-
tributors. The major application was submitted to the
Foundation of German Lottery in Berlin, and by the end
of 2002 the Foundation reacted positively. The “Art
and Exhibition Hall of the Federal Republic of
Germany”(®) in Bonn was named partner as well as sec-
ond location of the exhibition project.

Public awareness in Germany of the significance of
Jordan throughout the millennia first arose with the
exhibition “The King’s Highway”, which was present-
ed in Cologne in 1988. Since then archaeological
research has produced manifold important, indeed, pio-
neer results that have changed the picture of cultural
history in this region decisively. These discoveries have
been shown to the public for the first time in a compre-

hensive presentation. In addition to numerous interna-
tional researchers, many specialists from Germany
have participated in recent studies on Jordan, including
archaeologists, historians and natural scientists. Many
of their results have formed a bridge to modern ecolog-
ical and demographic demands of Near Eastern states
by demonstrating how problems of today were met in
antiquity.

The exhibition presented various aspects of the cul-
tural history of the greater Jordanian area to the gener-
al public. Over 700 objects - comprising almost exclu-
sively cultural treasures from the museums of the
Department of Antiquities and the university museums
of Jordan - documented major chapters in the history of
humankind. The exhibition also marked the memorable
encounter of two members of the World Cultural
Heritage: the Nabataean city of Petra and the Museums’
Island in Berlin.

The exhibition title, “Faces of the Orient”, summa-
rizes its central theme: man as the creator of history. It
covers a time span of about 10,000 years, thereby pre-
senting subjects of everyday life in eleven thematic
complexes. It commences with the Neolithic and
extends to the early Islamic period:

® Faces from ‘Ain Ghazal

@ The First Large Settlements

® Masters of Technologies

® The Emergence of Cities

® From City-States to Kingdoms

® The Nabataeans: Wealth through Trade
® The Cities of the Decapolis

® The Legacy of the Rocks

® Christianity in the Orient

® The Muslim Lords of the Desert

® Research History and Cultural Heritage

Since earliest times the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and adjoining areas have been a central turntable
for innovative ideas, material goods and peoples.
Located between the great civilizations of Egypt and
Mesopotamia, this region developed into a mediator
between different cultures, radiating momentous and
far-reaching effects. Important trade routes traversed
this area as well, starting with obsidian during the
Neolithic period, and later with metal ores and products
thereof, ivory and frankincense. One only need to recall
that this area was the origin of three great world reli-
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Faces of the Orient
10,000 Years of Art and Culture from Jordan

Beate Salje
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H. E. The German Federal President Dr. Horst Kohler, His Majesty King Abdullah II,
Her Majesty Queen Rania and Mrs. Eva Kohler at the Opening

The grand opening took place in the Rotunda of the Old Museum and was followed by a walk through the exhi-
bition with their Majesties. Afterwards, the guests attended a gala dinner in the “Bears Hall” in the “Old City
House” in Berlin, at the invitation of H. E. Dr. Alia Bouran, Minister of Environment, Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities, and Chairman of Jordan Tourism Board.

Modern Jordan situated at the crossroads of the oldest and greatest cultures of the world. a region which has
been the scene of fundamental developments in the history of civilization and, furthermore. a region which had
already achieved impressive engineering and artistic skills 10.000 years ago.
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in the country, thus constituting a source of national income and minimizing underemployment.
Foreign archaeological activities also present an occasion to meet friends and colleagues, thus contribut-
ing to cultural diffusion and dialogue.

We, the editorial team of “Athar”, are delighted, on this occasion of the Birthday of His Majesty King
Abdullah II, to review the exhibitions which attracted about half a million visitors, not to mention mil-
lions who followed them in the foreign media.

In conclusion, I am delighted to express my gratitude to His Majesty King Abdullah II and Her
Majesty Queen Rania and members of the Royal Family. I would also like to thank all colleagues in the
Department, in Jordanian and Arab universities, and in foreign institutions and museums for their noble
efforts. Last, but not least, thanks are due to the editorial board of “Athar” who worked assiduously to
bring to light this issue.

We pledge to the Jordanian people the continuation of our efforts in developing what is best for our
beloved country under the courageous patronage of King Abdullah II.
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From the Editor

Dr. Fawwaz Hamad Al-Khraysheh
Director General
Department of Antiquities

The editorial team is delighted to present this special issue to His Majesty King Abdullah II on the occa-
sion of His Birthday and in recognition of his constant efforts towards the advancement of the country
and its citizens.

In the last five years the Department has organized a number of local and international exhibitions and
developed professional expertise in this respect. Many factors were behind this major achievement, the
most important of which was the continuous support of His Majesty, our beloved King, to our fieldwork
and research activities, which motivated our staff to exert their utmost possible efforts. His Majesty,
accompanied by Her Majesty Queen Rania, was kind enough to find the time to open the exhibition
“Faces of the Orient”; Her Majesty also sponsored two exhibitions of the archaeological activities in Al-
Lahoun and Adh-Dharieh in Amman. She also took the trouble to inaugurate, in the United States, the
exhibition “Petra: Lost City of Stone”. Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya sponsored the Sydney exhi-
bition “From Pella to Petra”. His Royal Highness Prince Ra’ed was patron of the Helsinki exhibition
“Petra: City Forgotten and Rediscovered”.

All this confirms the keenness of the Royal Family to preserve antiquities and the national heritage,
as well as to encourage those involved therein. This Royal encouragement contributed substantially to
the marketing of our heritage abroad. The Royal presence in Berlin was an important factor in promot-
ing Jordan and its antiquities in Germany and Europe. It was expected that sales of the exhibition cata-
logue would not exceed 2000 copies in the first year. However, it was a pleasant surprise for us and our
German colleagues to hear that the first edition with its 5000 copies was sold out in the first eight months,
and that visitors to the exhibition in Berlin and Bonn had doubled during this period.

Our plans would not have been achieved without the sincere efforts of those who managed the
Department in the past decades and the vast field and research work of our staff and colleagues in our
national universities. Colleagues and friends from international scientific and academic institutions also
had a great impact on bringing the exhibitions to light.

The Department of Antiquities believes that national, regional and international exhibitions play a
vital role in introducing to the public the ancient cultures of Jordan that unfolded 10,000 years ago. We
also believe that such activities will help in increasing the number of tourists visiting archaeological sites
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