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Since 1988, a team of archaeologists from the Ar-
chaeological Institute of the University of Basel, Swit-
zerland, has been working under the direction of Prof.
Dr. R. A. Stucky on the terrace beneath az-Zantur in Pe-
tra. The main purpose of the project is to study Nab-
ataean private architecture in the city of Petra. On our
site we discovered remains of a Nabataean house that
was destroyed in the early second century AD and over-
built almost completely at the beginning of the fourth cen-
tury by the two Late Roman houses H1 and H2 (FIG. 1) .
House 1 includes rooms 2, 3, 4 and 6. Room 2, which
originally had an upper storey, opens onto court 3. The
staircase of house 1 lies on the right of the front door, in
an annexe of corridor 6 and led to the upper floor of
room 2. Room 4 seems to have been some kind of a ves-
tibule which connected house 1 to the free standing util-
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ity rooms 26 and 29. Room 26 with its two tawabin was
the bakehouse that was used as common property by the
inhabitants of both houses. Northeast of court 3 lies
room I. Room 1 was not part of house 1 but a separate
one-room dwelling with its doorway on its northwest
side. House 2 consists of the rooms 7, 9, 27, 28 and court
8, where a well preserved staircase led to the upper floor
of rooms 9 and 27 .

Within the Late Roman structures three coin hoards
were recovered in association with pottery (FIG. 1): The
first hoard was found in room 1, the second in room 29
and a third hoard southwest of house 2, in room 23. The
coins allow us to date the associated pottery to the mid-
dle of the fourth century AD and give us a good idea of
the cooking ware of that time. This is important because
of the still tenuous ceramic chronology of Late Roman

1. Petra, az-Zantir: Late Roman houses H1 and H2, with the locations of coin hoards 1 (1988), 2 (1989) and 3 (1991).

* In the present report we can discuss only small part of the commonware pot-
tery found in the excavations of az-Zanttr, Petra. We plan to publish the Nab-
ataean and Roman commonware pottery in the near future. See for the Late

649

Roman pottery R. Fellmann Brogli, ‘Die Keramik aus den spiitrémischen
héusern von Ez Zantur, Petra’, in the forthcoming publication PerraVol. 1, of
the Swiss-Liechtenstein excavations at az-Zantir .
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and Early Byzantine commonware pottery.

During our first campaign in 1988,! we discovered the
skeletons of a woman and a child in room 1. Between the
woman’s ankles we collected 65 bronze coins, the contents
of a purse that had been hanging from her belt. The analy-
sis of the coins revealed that there were mainly two types,?
one issued after AD 351 and the other after AD 358.

We know from a letter attributed to Bishop Cyrillus
that on May 19th, AD 363 a shattering earthquake had
destroyed Jerusalem and Petra as well as other cities in
this area.? It is beyond all doubt that the finds from room
1 must be linked with the earthquake destruction of AD
363. The woman and the child must have been surprised
by the violent seismic shocks and were buried together
with the domestic articles stored in room 1 by the col-
lapsing walls.

Pottery from Room 1: A Selection of Forms (FIGS.
2-8)

The pottery has generally rather thick walls, is of a
roughly tempered ware, unpolished on the exterior,
sometimes with a whitish-grey slip. Representative
forms include two-handled cooking pots with almost
globular bodies and vertical rims bearing a simple ridge
(FIG. 2:1) or vertical rims ending in a bevelled lip (FIG.
2:2, 3). Cooking pots of the latter type were already
known in Nabataean times but differ from the Late Ro-
man examples by their thinner and finer ware. The pro-

duction of cooking pots of the first type starts only in the
course of the Roman ceramic manufacture.

Also characteristic are jars with large, elongated
ovoid bodies and vertical rims bearing a horizontal
groove (FIG. 3). At least one almost completely pre-
served jar of this type has only one handle. It is safe to
assume that the jars were used as storage vessels.

The inventary of room [ also included jugs with
slightly flaring or vertical rims and cylindrical bodies
(FIG. 4:1, 2) or with globular bodies and profiled rims
(FIG. 4:3-5) as well as bottles, small jugs, lids and small
bowls (FIG. 5).

Large bowls with almost horizontal moulded rims
(FIG. 6:1) are only known from Late Roman common-
ware pottery. A small bowl with high and profiled foot
(FIGS. 6:2; 7) has no parallels. It is decorated with
notched moldings and an incised wavy line.

Some of the cooking pots and storage vessels are dec-
orated as well: they show incised wavy lines on their
necks and shoulders (FIG. 8:1). Incised wavy lines com-
bined with notched mouldings embellish the neck and
shoulder of a large jar (FIG. 8:2). Comparable decora-
tions consisting of notched mouldings, at times com-
bined with incised wavy lines, can be found in the Late
Roman/Byzantine material from Mount Nebo.* Very
similar decoration can also be found on vessels from
Busra’® but with the difference that the bands of notched
mouldings are used there mainly as decoration of basins
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2. Petra, az-Zantur: 1. cooking pot with vertical rim bearing a simple ridge; 2, 3. cooking pots with vertical rims ending in a bevelled lip (scale 1:3).

I See R. A. Stucky und Mitarbeiter, ‘Schweizer Ausgrabungen in Ez Zantur,
Petra. Vorbericht der Kampagne 1988°, ADAJ 34 (1990), pp. 258-283.

2 For details see R. A. Stucky und Mitarbeiter, ADAJ 34 (1990), pp. 270-271.

3 For further and detailed information, refer to K. Russell, “The Earthquake of
May, 19th A.D. 363", BASOR 238 (1980), pp. 47-64.

4 S. Saller, The Memorial of Moses on Mount Nebo, Part II. The Plates. Je-
rusalem, 1941, PLS. 152; 155,10.11; H; Schneider, The Memorial of Moses
on Mount Nebo, Part Ill. The Pottery. Jerusalem, 1950, p. 75 FIG. 7,1.

J. Wilson and M. Sa‘d, ‘The Domestic Material of Busra from the Nabataean
to the Umayyad Periods’, Berytus 32 (1984), pp. 69ft. FIGS. 231, 270, 271,
273, 477-485.
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3. Petra, az-Zantar: large jars with vertical rims bearing a horizontal groove (scale 1:3).

and rarely occur on the shoulders and necks of vessels.

Pottery from Rooms 23 and 29 (FIGS. 9 - 11)

To the important pottery ensemble of room 1, we should
add a few other vessels which were found associated with
the coin hoards 2 and 3 in rooms 23 and 29. Northeast of
the Late Roman House 1, in the eastern corner of room 23
(FIG. 1), we discovered in 1989 three large storage vessels
and a mortar made of a column drum.® Between the stor-
age vessels there was a small pot which was apparantly
used as a deposit for saving and was not recovered after
the earthquake of AD 363. It contained 180 bronze coins
and — regarding their dates of issue — they cor-
responded perfectly with the hoard found in room 1. The
same was true for the 26 coins recovered in 1991, which
were associated with Late Roman pottery in room 29
(FIG. 1).” Consequently the pottery found together with
the hoards in rooms 23 and 29 must have been in use in

the seventh decade of the fourth century AD.

The shapes and decoration of the vessels found in
room 23 are very similar to those found in room 1. This is
especially true for the globular two-handled cooking pots
with a vertical rim bearing a simple ridge (FIG. 9:1) as
well as for the large bowl with an almost horizontal
moulded rim (FIG. 9:2, 3). Already well known is the in-
cised wavy decoration on the neck and shoulder (FIG.
9:4). The small cooking pot (FIGS. 9:5; 10) which con-
tained the coin hoard, is, compared to other Late Roman
commonware pottery, of remarkably fine ware and small
size. In contrast to these specimens, two completely pre-
served vessels found together with the third coin hoard in
room 29 are of yet unknown forms. One is a completely
preserved small bottle with a globular body, a narrow
neck and a profiled rim (FIG. 11:1). The other is a small
one-handled pan with a small spout (FIG. 11:2). Since the
vessel has no signs of having been used on fire, it may

6 See R. A. Stucky er al., ‘Swiss-Liechtenstein Excavations at ez-Zantur in
Petra 1989. The Second Campaign’, ADAJ 35 (1991), pp. 251-258.
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7 See R. A. Stucky er al., ‘Swiss-Liechtenstein Excavations at ez-Zantur in
Petra 1991. The Third Campaign’, ADAJ 36 (1992), pp. 175-181.
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12
5. Petra, az-Zantar: 1-6. bottles and small jugs;
7, 8. lids; 9-12. small bowls (scale 1:3).
have served as a ladle rather than as a cooking pot. 363. Proceeding on the assumption of a rather short time
The association of the pottery with coin hoards al- of use, the commonware pottery can be dated to the mid-
lowed us to relate it with the terminus ad quem of AD

dle of the fourth century. On other sites in the Palestinian
652
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6. Petra, az-Zantor: 1. large bowl with an almost horizontal moulded
rim; 2. small bow! with a high profiled foot (scale 1:3; see FIG. 7).

7. Petra, az-Zantar: small bowl.

8. Petra, az-Zantir: 1. cooking pot with incised
wavy lines; 2. large jar with incised wavy

area, the dating of strata with comparable pottery is often
problematic and ranges within a span of more than one
hundred years, from the mid fourth to the sixth century.
There are a few other sites mentioned in the letter attrib-
uted to Bishop Cyrillus which show evidence of the
earthquake destruction of 363, but as far as we know,
the pottery from these sites cannot be dated as safely as
at az-Zantar. An unpleasant fact, on the other hand, is

lines and notched mouldings (scale 1:3).

that the pottery of the relevant sites and the correlation
between coins and stratigraphy are too often left un-
published.

The closest parallels come from two excavations in
Petra: the first directed by F. Zayadine on the western
slope of al-Khubtha’ and the second, a trench opened
some ninety metres east of the monumental gate by P.
Parr.!® Comparable material was also found in the ex-

8 K. Russell, BASOR 238 (1980), pp. 54-60.

9 Compare FIG. 4:1, 2 with F. Zayadine, ‘Excavations at Petra (1973-1974)",
ADAJ 19 (1974), pp. 235f. PLS. LIX FIGS. 3,10: LX FIG. 10.

10 P. Parr, *A Sequence of Pottery from Petra’, in: J. A. Sanders (ed), Near

Eastern Archaeology in the Twentieth Century. Essays in Honor of Nelson
Glueck. New York, 1970, pp. 348-381. Compare FIG. 2:1 with Parr
(1970), p. 368 FIG. 7,104.105.116; and FIGS. 6:1; 9:3 with Parr (1970}, p.
371 FIG. 8,127.129.
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9. Petra, az-Zantir: pottery from room 23. 1. Cooking pot: 2, 3. large bowls; 4. cooking pot with incised wavy line decoration; 5. small cooking

pot (scale 1:3; see FIG. 10).

cavations of the “Temple of the Winged Lions” under

the direction of P. Hammond. In Area I they unearthed

pottery associated with a coin hoard from AD 363.11
Further comparable finds were made just outside Pe-

tra, in the potters’ kilns complex of Zurraba.'? Some of
the kilns were in use until AD 363 when they were de-
stroyed by the earthquake."” Consequently it is possible
that the commonware pottery found on az-Zantir was

11 Unfortunately the associated pottery has not yet been published, except for
P. Hammond, ‘Excavations at Petra 1975-1977", ADAJ 22 (1977-78), p.
232 PLS. XLVIFIG. 2.

12g Zayadine, ‘Recent Excavations at Petra (1979-81)", ADAJ 26 (1982), pp.
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564ft. PLS. CXL; CXLII FIG. 3.

I3 F. Zayadine, ADAJ 26 (1982), pp. 380-393 esp. pp. 382-386; see also K.
‘Amr, ‘Preliminary Report on the 1991 Season at Zurrabah’, ADAJ 35
(1991), pp. 313-323 esp. pp. 315, 320f.
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10. Petra, az-Zantr: the small cooking pot which contained the coin
hoard.
produced locally, i.e. at Zurraba.

Other parallels for the commonware pottery of the
middle of the fourth century from Petra are known from
Dhiban,'* Hisban,” ‘Iraq al-Amir, ‘Amman Citadel,'®
Bayt Sahir, Bethany,'” Busra and Khirbat Shama‘.'® Be-
ing aware that this geographical distribution reflects the
actual state of research and publication, it nevertheless
shows that all the sites, except Khirbat Shama‘, are situ-
ated in a rather restricted area east, north and west of the
Dead Sea. If we look for parallels for the commonware
pottery from Petra of the first to the third centuries, we
find them spread further north in Palestine to the area
around the Sea of Galilee. We may therefore suppose —

1. Petra, az-Zantar: pottery from room 29. 1. Small bottle: 2. small
pan with one handle and a spout (scale 1:3).

with the utmost caution — that the distribution area of
commonware pottery in the middle of the fourth century
was reduced compared to earlier times.

14 A D Tushingham, ‘The Excavations at Dibon (Dhiban) in Moab. The
Third Campaign 1952- 53", AASOR 40, 1972, FIGS. 9,35.42.44: 10,35-37.

13 5. A. Sauer, Heshbon Pottery 1971. Andrews University Monographs VII.
1973, FIGS. 2,46.49.50.53.61.84.91.92.

16 Zayadine, *Excavations on the Upper Citadel of Amman’, ADAJ 22
(1977-78), p. 48 FIG. 17,298.305; p.49 FIG. 18; p. 51 FIG. 22,255.311.

I7's, Saller, Excavations at Bethany (1949-1953). Publications of the Studium
Biblicum Franciscanum 12. 1957, p. 298 FIG. 61,1787.1788A; p. 271 FIG.
53,3451.

8E M. Meyers, A. T. Kraabel and J. F. Strange, Ancient Synagogue Excava-
tions at Khirbet Shema‘, Upper Galilee, Israel 1970-1992. AASOR 42,
1976, PLS. 7.14,9:7.17,15:7.22.6.,




