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Abstract

In June 1923 the government of Transjordan took the
decision to establish the Department of Antiquities to be
one of the first governmental departments in Transjordan.
The aim was to protect and preserve the archaeological
remains in Jordan. Since that time, many major things
changed—the British Mandate, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in 1946, unity with the West Bank in 1950 (thus
then the responsibility of the Department of Antiquities),
the loss of the West Bank in 1967, and more recently the
technological revolution. In these almost 95 years, many
archaeological field projects, research, and important dis-
coveries have taken place in Jordan, resulting in tens of
thousands of hard copies of reports and documents. In this
paper, we will highlight the main eras in the history of the
Department of Antiquities of Jordan through Roots project
which started in 2015 in order to sort, digitize, preserve
and study these documents.
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Fig.1 The Logo of Roots Project.
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