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Abstract

Since the beginning of human history, people have wanted to immortalize their names even
after their death. During different periods kings, leaders, and wealthy individuals have built
memovial structures and often placed their names on these buildings. For the non-elite their
way to immortalize their names was in writing them on these buildings usually after they have
been abandoned. Even people who cannot read and write tried to draw their family or tribal
signs on these monuments.

For the late Umayyad period complex of Qusayr Amra, a world heritage site 90 km south-
east of Amman, built in the middle of eighth century A.D, most of its interior walls are covered
with wall paintings. Recent vandalism includes graffiti on the paintings and represents a con-
siderable disturbance but these hundreds of graffiti are also a good opportunity to know the
history of this part of the desert. For example we can learn of tribal identity, types of names,
ways of writing, kinds of repeated words, sentences and the significance of the site in later
times, given that some graffiti date to the 13" and 14" century.

We believe that these graffiti are important elements in the monument. This research
will highlight the value of such graffiti as historical sources and link it with the political, so-
cial, economical and medical situation during that time.

In the last part of this research we will try to read the late Umayyad kufic inscription which
revealed in 2012.
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