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Abstract

The major GIS and Landscape Archaeology Project, “Fallahin and Nomads in the South-
ern Levant: Population Dynamics and Artistic Expression”, conducted in Jordan since 2008,
has demonstrated that three factors had a direct impact on site distribution: agrological po-
tential, water sources and road networks. Literary, archaeological and cartographic data
were collated, as well as constraints of the landscapes (relief, slopes and quality of soils) taken
into account in order to reconstruct the Mediaeval Darb al-Hajj al-Shami within its natural
environment, with twelve stop-overs, stretching from Damascus to Mecca and bisecting Jor-

dan longitudinally (7th-15th centuries).
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