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Abstract

Since the beginning of human history, people have wanted to immortalize their names even
after their death. During different periods kings, leaders, and wealthy individuals have built
memovial structures and often placed their names on these buildings. For the non-elite their
way to immortalize their names was in writing them on these buildings usually after they have
been abandoned. Even people who cannot read and write tried to draw their family or tribal
signs on these monuments.

For the late Umayyad period complex of Qusayr Amra, a world heritage site 90 km south-
east of Amman, built in the middle of eighth century A.D, most of its interior walls are covered
with wall paintings. Recent vandalism includes graffiti on the paintings and represents a con-
siderable disturbance but these hundreds of graffiti are also a good opportunity to know the
history of this part of the desert. For example we can learn of tribal identity, types of names,
ways of writing, kinds of repeated words, sentences and the significance of the site in later
times, given that some graffiti date to the 13" and 14" century.

We believe that these graffiti are important elements in the monument. This research
will highlight the value of such graffiti as historical sources and link it with the political, so-
cial, economical and medical situation during that time.

In the last part of this research we will try to read the late Umayyad kufic inscription which
revealed in 2012.
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Abstract

In June 1923 the government of Transjordan took the
decision to establish the Department of Antiquities to be
one of the first governmental departments in Transjordan.
The aim was to protect and preserve the archaeological
remains in Jordan. Since that time, many major things
changed—the British Mandate, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence in 1946, unity with the West Bank in 1950 (thus
then the responsibility of the Department of Antiquities),
the loss of the West Bank in 1967, and more recently the
technological revolution. In these almost 95 years, many
archaeological field projects, research, and important dis-
coveries have taken place in Jordan, resulting in tens of
thousands of hard copies of reports and documents. In this
paper, we will highlight the main eras in the history of the
Department of Antiquities of Jordan through Roots project
which started in 2015 in order to sort, digitize, preserve
and study these documents.

el Sl ddad 5 Lgia A5 S s Jae 5 gt 125

Fig.1 The Logo of Roots Project.
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Abstract

A Late Bronze, Age Tomb at Sahem AL-Kfarat, Excavations and Finds

A Late Bronze Age Tomb was discovered in 1992 at Sahem Al-kfarat situated north of Irbid
city, by a rescue excavation team of Department of Antiquities under direction of Ismaeel
Melhem. The Tomb was found in bad condition, the bulldozer had partially destroyed the roof
of the cave (Tomb) as a result of bulldozing activities for construction modern school.

The tomb finds than 200,items included a unique collection of locally made artifacts and
vessels like: pottery vessels, bronze knifes, figurins, scarbs, beads, earring of gold, silver,
bronze, buttons of bone, rings of silver bronze and hundreds of flint flake, blades, and skeletal
remains were scanty and in bad state of preservation.

Parallels of such these finds dated back to late Bronze Age.
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Abstract

The site located one km. to the west of the Jerash Archaeological site. No survey and docu-
mentation of the site before illicit digging that have taken place in the year 1996 and 2003.
due to the disturbed a Necessary measures have been taken by the Directorate of Jerash An-
tiquities to reveal and to understand the function of place .a seasonal investigation set up by
Jun 2003 and April 2004 resulted to demonstrate manifestations of worship to Christianity.
Most of the major architectural features exposed to light uncovered several structures whose
foundations mostly intact (in-situ) which composed the a semicircular Apse followed by the
chancel screen, long Nave flanked by Aisles, Apsidal transept, multi-use rooms, In addition
to colorful mosaic floor of decorative patterns of plant, animal ,geometric and human de-
formed icons. In addition to a Greek dedicating inscription which contributed to the date of

church(chapel) building in the year (605 AD).
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Abstract

The major GIS and Landscape Archaeology Project, “Fallahin and Nomads in the South-
ern Levant: Population Dynamics and Artistic Expression”, conducted in Jordan since 2008,
has demonstrated that three factors had a direct impact on site distribution: agrological po-
tential, water sources and road networks. Literary, archaeological and cartographic data
were collated, as well as constraints of the landscapes (relief, slopes and quality of soils) taken
into account in order to reconstruct the Mediaeval Darb al-Hajj al-Shami within its natural
environment, with twelve stop-overs, stretching from Damascus to Mecca and bisecting Jor-

dan longitudinally (7th-15th centuries).
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