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Abstract

Saruq al-Hadeed lies in sand dunes south-west of Seeh Hafeer in the United Arab Emirates, 3km. east
of Tawi Hafeer, 10km. west of al-Oshush and 70km. south-west of Dubai.

This year saw the seventh season of excavations at Saruq al-Hadeed, conducted as part of an ongoing
programme of research which has already made extraordinary discoveries related to the ancient
history of the Arabian Gulf, including the discovery of evidence for iron mining in the Iron Age II
period (1100 - 600BC). Before the discovery of Saruq al-Hadeed, archaeological metal objects were
thought to be scarce in the United Arab Emirates and Oman, and were typically thought to be of
foreign origin. For example, the metal artefacts from Muweilah and Rumeylah were thought to have
been imported from Iran. Others have attributed the use of iron to Macedonian influence following
the fourth century BC.

Archaeological data and artefacts which had been recovered during previous seasons indicate the
richness of the site. These include finds such as iron daggers and knives, bronze incense burners,
pottery bowls and jars of various sizes with snake decoration, beak-spouted jars, gold, beads, steatite
and jewelry, which provide evidence for a flourishing society of craftsmen working in metallurgy
and industry. Copper mining in the al-Hajar Mountains had flourished owing to convergence of the
skill and experience of the local inhabitants, suitable environmental conditions and trade. Saruq al-
Hadeed was located on the caravan route which traded goods between inland and coastal markets.
This provides evidence for a qualitative development in human activity in the United Arab Emirates
and Oman during the first millennium BC, for not only did the inhabitants mine ore and produce
metal objects to meet the needs of local consumers, they also engaged in the large-scale export of
these objects to foreign markets.
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