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The Dead Sea Scrolls After Fifty Years

Abstract

Fifty years after their discovery, the Dead Sea Scrolls continue to act as a major field of research
Jor the epigraphists of Oriental Languages, the Biblical scholars and the specialists of Judaism
and Early Christianity. After the discovery of the first cave in 1947 by Muhammad adh-Dhib of the
Ta‘amra tribe of Bethlehem, the Department of Antiquities of Jordan was entirely involved in the
new outstanding discovery: The first excavations of Khirbat Qumran were started in 1951 under the
supervision of G.L. Harding the earliest Director and Father de Vaux. But later, six campaigns were
conducted by de Vaux alone, because of Harding’s administrative duties. However, the Department
paid from his tight budget at the time 10,000 dinars for the purchase of the scrolls and the excavations
of the caves. The Department issued a law to declare illegal the purchase of the scrolls by any other
institution other than Jordan. When the Bedouins of the Ta‘amra discovered the caves, they refused to
indicate the place of the finds. An officer of the Arab Legion stationed in Ramallah, the late ‘Akkash
Pasha az-Zabn was commissioned to search for the place of the discovery. He revealed that he went
down, after the truce in 1949, to the Dead Sea and spent a week exploring the area, until he found
the first cave and took some sherds to the Palestinian Museum. De Vaux confirmed they were from the
same jars were the first scrolls were found. Harding and de Vaux started the excavations of the first
cave from February to March 1949 and collected the elements of about 50 jars and no less than 600
Jragments of inscribed parchments, belonging to about 70 manuscripts.
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