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Perhaps no early Islamic monument has been so thoroughly
discussed as the imposing ruins of the unfinished palace of
Mshatta which is situated some 48 kms to the southeast of
Amman, close by the new Queen Alya international airport.!
Nevertheless the palace, famous for its elaborately carved
stone facade, has not yet been placed in its proper historical
context; and despite K. A. C. Creswell’s detailed and cogent
arguments for an Umayyad date for the palace,® there are
a few prominent scholars, like Monneret de Villard and Dus-
saud, who still doubt the Umayyad attribution and argue for
a pre-Islamic date.> Therefore, there is still a ‘Mshatta pro-
blem’ and any evidence which sheds light on its date would
be of interest to both historians and archaeologists.

The purpose of the following note, which deals with an
inscribed brick found at Mshatta, is twofold: first, to argue
for a late Umayyad date for the building and place its construc-
tion in the last decade of Umayyad rule, which came to an
end in AH 132/AD 750.% Second, in view of the predominance

*This paper is an expanded version of a short article published in Arabic in ADA],
Vol. xxvi1 (1983), pp. 5—7. Thanks to a two month study visit to the Federal Republic
of Germany in April and May, 1985, provided by the Deutscher Akademischer Austausch
Dienst (DAAD), I was able to carry out my library research in the rich and congenial
atmosphere of the Orientalisches Seminar of the University of Tiibingen. I am most
grateful to Professor Heinz Gaube and his family who were not only helpful friends
but also marvellous hosts throughout my stay in Tiibingen.

! The fullest account of the palace is that of K. A. C. Creswell, Early Muslim Architecture:
Umayyads, AD622-750, Second edition (Oxford, 1969) Vol. 1, pt. ii, pp. 578-606;
614—41. A complete bibliography arranged chronologically is to be found on pp. 604—6.
All the references concerning this work that follow, refer to the same volume and division.

2 Ibid., pp. 623-41.

3U. Monneret de Villard, ‘Il taj di Imru1-Qais’, Rendiconti della Accademia Nazionale
dei Lincei, ser. 8, Vol. viir (1953), p. 229. R. Dussaud, La pénétration des Arabes
en Syrie avant I'Islam (Paris, 1955), pp. 64ff.

#Such a date has long been suggested by Lammens. Quoting a passage from a 10th-
century church history text, ‘The History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of
Alexandria’, by Severus ibn al-Muqaffa’, Lammens associates Mshatta with al-Walid
11 (AD743-44): cf. H. Lammens, Etudes sur la siécle Omayyade (Beirut, 1930), pp.
348-50 where a translation of the passage in question appears. The same passage has
also appeared in Creswell, op. cit., p. 631, who seems to support Lammens’ suggestion,
and in Sauvaget, ‘Remarques sur les monuments Omeyyades’, Journal Asiatique, CCXXX1
(1939), pp. 31-32, whose translation is slightly different from that of Lammens, and
in R. Hillenbrand ‘Islamic Art at the crossroads: east versus west at Mshatta’ in Islamic
Art and Architecture in honor of K. Otto-Dorn, ed. A. Daneshvari, p. 67.

As Hillenbrand points out there are serious arguments against the identification of
the city with Mshatta in Ibn al-Muqaffa’s passage. First, the term Medina (city) which
al-Walid 11 is alleged to have started to build in the desert does not fit al-Mshatta,

of Iraqi influences at Mshatta’ and the unique layout of its
plan (F1G. 1), an analysis of the inscription may help to provide
a better understanding of the circumstances of the construction
of the palace, the channels of transmission of the Iraqi features,
and why those features were adopted. It should be emphasised,
however, that the following discussion should be viewed not
as a decisive argument for a precise identification, but as a

where no settlement exists even if the term is understood in the narrow sense of its
usage. Second, the topography of Mshatta is hard to reconcile with the emphasis of
the text on the difficulty of providing water for the site, because a mere five miles from
Mshatta there still stands the reservoir of Zizya which was in use and repair in the
time of al-Walid 11 (Hillenbrand, ibid.). Also the dams, barrages, and cisterns near Qas-
tal—which is situated no more than five miles from Mshatta—could have been available
to provide water for the construction of the palace. For the dams and cisterns around
Qastal, cf. P. Carlier, Qastal, Chateau Umayyade, unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Provence
Aix-Marseille, 1984, p. 27; carte f.

To these arguments might be added a third one against the attribution of Mshatta
to al-Walid 11. It is a well-known fact that Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik wanted to exclude
al-Walid 11 from the succession in favour of his own son Maslama. He started by promis-
ing al-Walid huge financial compensation, and when this failed, Hisham began to snub
al-Walid at court and to treat him in a discourteous and even humiliating manner in
an effort to make him renounce his right. When this method also failed to produce
the desired result, Hisham started a smearing campaign against al-Walid, attributing
to him every vice in order to discredit him. As the pressure from Hishim mounted,
al-Walid finally detached himself from the court of Rusafa and struck out into the
Jordanian steppe, living between Azraq and Bayir. Hisham, still not satisfied with al-
Walid’s banishment, kept him short of money and cut off his financial allowances:
cf. al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-Ashraf, a photocopy in the Orientalisches Seminar der univ.
Tubingen of the MS. in the Suleymaniye Library, Istanbul (no. 598), p. 313; hereafter
referred to as Ansab: Tiibingen. cf. also al-Nuwayri, Nibayat al-Irab, ed. A. M. al-Bijawi
(Cairo, 1976), Vol. xx1, 464.

It is doubtful whether al-Walid 11, who was in exile and with funds cut off, could
have built such an unusually magnificent palace as Mshatta. This palace must
been built by someone who was in close contact with Iraq and had considerable
at his disposal. Moreover, the basilical hall which precedes the tri-apsidal
Mshatta does not necessarily imply that Mshatta belonged to a princely
the Umayyad house. Such a feature also appeared in the Dar al-Tmaira go
house) of Kufa and in the Umayyad palace on the Citadel in Amman wt
have served a similar function. M. A. Mustafa, ‘Taqrir Awwali an al-Tagit A
SUMER, Vol. x11 (1956), pp. 3—-32; FIG. 1. A. Almagro, El palacio omeva de Amman
(Madrid, 1983) F1G. 2. .

As Morony pointed out, the governors of the provinces, es
Iraq, combined military, fiscal, and religious responsibilities,
to the Sasanian concept of monarchy, and therefore it was «
a concept an architectural expression. M. G. Morony, Irag afte
(Princeton, 1984), p. 32.

The implication of this rather lengthy digression is that M
to a powerful tribal Chief or a wealthy governor who ac
his tenure.
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?Since the theme of Oriental influences is a fam
there is no need to cover the same ground here.
were reflected in the use and technique of brickwork. in the




GHAZI BISHEH

1. Plan of Qasr al-Mshatta.
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hint at the possible date of the construction of the palace which
could be corroborated by other archaeological evidence.

The inscription under discussion was discovered within the
palace in the course of clearance work carried out by the Dept.
of Antiquities in June, 1964.6 It consists of five lines of simple
Kufic script incised on a baked brick whose maximum dimen-
sions are 20 X 11.5 X 6 cm. Unfortunately the brick is broken
at the lower left and right edges and many letters are hardly
distinguishable because of weathering, as can be seen in the
accompanying photograph which is supplemented by a draw-
ing (FIGS 2—-3). The inscribed brick is now preserved and exhi-
bited in the Amman Archaeological Museum and bears the
number J 9883. The inscription reads as follows:

and in the lengthy axial layout of the central tract. Even the triconch which dominates
the plan of Mshatta was seen as an assimilation of the Sasanian square domed chamber
with flat niches and local building tradition. H. Stern, ‘Notes sur I"architecture des Chi-
teaux Omeyyades’, Ars Islamica, xi—x11 (1946), p. 89f. In the sphere of decoration,
oriental features appear in the adoption of animal and floral motifs like the griffin,
the senmurve, the winged palmettes and pinecones. Furthermore, the whole carved facade
in its sheer exuberance was thought to reflect surface stucco decoration of Sasanian
Iran and Mesopotamia. Creswell, op. cit., pp. 614ff. Hillenbrand, op. cit., pp. 71-72.
The markedly strong Mesopotamian features of Mshatta baffled several first-gene-
ration scholars who dealt with the palace, so that it has for long been regarded as
a pre-Islamic monument of Lakhmid or Ghassanid origin. Such bafflement is clearly
reflected in Briinnow’s explanation of the building: ‘Built with Byzantine gold under
Byzantine rule, designed by a Ghassanid after a Lakhmid model, and restored under
Persian rule.” R. E. Briinnow, *Zur neuesten Entwickelung der Meschatta-Frage®, Zeitsch.
fiir Assyriologie, xxv11 (1912), fp. 138. As translated by Creswell, op. cit., p. 630.
®The inscription was published in a preliminary form by Sulayman Dana in the publica-
tion of the fifth Congress of the Arab Departments of Antiquities (Cairo, April 19-24,
1969), pp. 473-77; pl. 2. For a modified reading with brief comments, see: G. Bisheh,
‘An Arabic inscription from Mshatta and its significance’ (in Arabic) ADAJ, xxvi (1983),
pp. 5—7; pls 1-2 (p. 135).
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2. Inscribed brick found at Mshatta (Amman Archaeological
Museum J. 9883).
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Translation

1) In the name of God, the compassionate, the merciful.
2) From Sulayman’ ibn Kaysan to (Khayla . ..?)
3) Ibn(...) peace and God’s mercy
4) and blessings be upon you. I praise God to you
)

5) ool the Muslims.

It is clear from the contents of the inscription that we are
dealing with the text of a letter similar to the one found at

3. Drawing of inscription on brick shown in F1G. 2.
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7 Admittedly the name could also read as Salman, The short vertical stroke which precedes
the letter mim, however, is more likely to be ya rather than lam. The vertical stroke
of the letter lam which appears in the words ‘Salam’ and ‘al-Musliman’ in the third
and fifth lines respectively are longer. Therefore the reading of the name as Sulayman
is preferable.
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Khirbet al-Mafjar which was written in black ink on a marble
fragment.® The letter was written by Sulayman ibn Kaysan
and addressed to a person whose name is no longer distinguish-
able. The question which arises is who was the person men-
tioned in the inscription? The following discussion will attempt
to identify the person in question and point out the role which
some members of the Kaysan family played in the Umayyad
administration.

The family of Kaysan was affiliated as mawalr (clients) to
Bana Kalb, one of the most powerful and influential tribes
in Syria during the early Umayyad period.? Its members occu-
pied important positions in the Umayyad administration, espe-
cially during and after the caliphate of al-Walid 1
(AH 86-96/AD 705—-15). For instance, Salih b. Kaysan super-
vised the demolition and reconstruction of the Mosque of the
Prophet at Medina during AH88-91/AD 707-10.1° He was
regarded as a sound and trustworthy transmitter of early Isla-
mic traditions, and was employed as tutor to the sons of Umar
b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz before he became caliph. Acknowledging his
wide knowledge and honesty, the caliph al-Walid 1 summoned
him to join the entourage of his son, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz who was
the governor of the military district (jund) of Damascus.!!
Another member of the Kaysan clan, ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Sulaym al-Kalbi, was a governor of Uman during the caliphate
of al-Walid 1.2 Later on, during the reign of Yazid b. ‘Abd
al-Malik (aH101-5/AD 720-24), he was in charge of the
security guards (Sahib al Shurtab) of Basra in Iraq, and led
the summer campaigns until Yazid’s death.’> One of the sons
of ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sulaym, Ya‘qab, appears in aH 126/
AD 743—44 as a leader of a contingent fighting against al-Walid
I

Yaab was also included in a delegation sent by Yazid 111
(AH 126/AD 743—4) to Marwan b. Muhammad, the governor
of the Jazira, in an attempt to win his support and allegiance.'’
Yet another member of the Kaysan clan, Sulayman b. Sulaym
b. Kaysan al-Kalbi, to give his full name, was entrusted by
the Caliph Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik (AH 105-25/AD 724—43)
to tutor one of his sons, Muhammad, with a monthly salary

'p. c. Barmaki, ‘The excavations at Khirbet al-Mafjar, ur’, QDAP, Vol. vii, no. 1
(1938), pp. 51-3; pl. xxx1V: 2.

® For Banii Kalb and their influence in the early Umayyad period cf. A. A. Dixon, The
Umayyad Caliphate: 65-86/684-705 (London, 1971), pp. 83ff. P. Crone, Slaves on
horses: the evoluation of the Islamic polity (Cambridge, 1980), pp. 34ff.

10 4]-Baladhuri. Futub al-Buldan (Beirut, 1957), p. 13; al-Tabari, Tarikh (Cairo,
1961-1968), Vol. vi, p. 435; al-Samhudi, Wafa’ al-Wafa bi-Akhbar Dar al-Mustafa
(Cairo, 1315 an), p. 370.

Wibn “Asikir, Tahdhib Tarikh Dimashq al-Kabir, ed. A. Badran (Beirut, 1970), pp.
380-81. Khahfa b. Khayyat, Tarikh (al-Najaf, 1967), Vol. 1, p. 315. al-Safadi (Salah

al-Din Khalil b. Aybak), Kitab al-Waft bi al-Wafiyyat, ed. W. al-Qadi (Wiesbaden, 1982),
Vol. vi, pt. 16, p. 286 where more references are given.

12 Khalifa b. Khayyat, ibid., Vol. 1, p- 315.

B Ibid., pp. 335; 338; 343. al-Baladhuri, however, mentions that the tenure of ‘Abd
al- Rahman b. Sulaym in Basra was of short duration, and that he was later appointed
to the governorship of Uman by the half-brother of Yazid 11, Maslama b. ‘Abd al-Malik,
the governor of Iraq in A 102-3/AD 720-22. Baladhuri, Ansab Tibingen, pp. 221-22.

1 Baladhuri, ibid., p. 331,
S Ibid., p. 349.

LIGHT OF A RECENTLY FOUND INSCRIPTION

of one thousand dinars.'® One of Sulayman’s sons, Da’ud,
was accused of having fatally wounded the Alid leader Zayd
b. “Ali b. al-Hussein during the uprising of A 122/AD 740,
an accusation denied by the descendants of Da’id.!” When
Sulayman b. Kaysan is next mentioned in the sources, he
appears in Iraq where he had apparently held an important
administrative or military position since the caliphate of Yazid
11. He is reported to have been ordered by the ‘Amil (adminis-
trator) of Kafa for Yazid 11 to look for and arrest Yazid. b.
al-Muhallab, who had escaped from the prison.!® Later on,
following the murder of al-Walid 11 in Jumada 11, 126/April
744 and the accession of Yazid 111, an army contingent of
five thousand men, under the leadership of Mansur b. Jumhir,
was despatched to take over Iraq. When Mansur reached ‘Ain
al-Tamr, he sent out messages to the Syrian leaders stationed
at al-Hira informing them of the death of al-Walid 11 and
instructing them in no uncertain terms to arrest Yasuf b. Umar
al-Thaqafi, the governor of Iraq.!” All the messages were sent
first to Sulayman b. Kaysan for delivery to the Syrian leaders.
Sulayman, however, withheld the letters and revealed their
contents to Yusuf b. Umar.? Moreover, Sulayman b. Kaysan
helped the demoralized governor find a temporary hiding place
in the house of a prominent member of the Sufyanid family,
‘Amr b. Muhammad b. Said b. al-‘As.2! After three days of
hiding, Yasuf b. Umar, together with sixty male and female
members of his family, slipped through the city of al-Hira
and escaped to al-Belqa,?* once again with the help of the
sympathetic Sulayman b. Kaysan, who also sent with Ibn
Umar, Sufyan b. Salama b. Sulaym b. Kaysan.?> However,
Ibn Umar’s stay in the Belqa turned out to be short. As soon
as word reached Damascus of his escape, Yazid b. Khalid
b. ‘Abd-Allah al-Qasri, the head of the security guards for

18 Ibn “Asakir, op. cit., Vol. v1, pp. 279-80.

V7 Baladhuri, Ansab al-Ashraf, ed. M. B. al-Mahmudi (Beirut, 1977), p. 250. For the
uprising of Zayd b. ‘Ali, cf. J. Wellhausen, The Arab Kingdom and its fall, trans. M.
G. Weir (Calcutta, 1927), pp. 337-38.

18 Baladhuri, Ansab: Tubingen, p. 203.

' Earlier in his career, Yasufb. Umar was the governor of Yemen. In Jumada 1, 120/ May
738, the caliph Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik appointed him to the governorship of Iraq,
a position which he retained until the murder of al-Walid 11 in AH126/AD 744. It is
interesting to note that Yasuf b. Umar seems to have moved the centre of local rule
from Wasit, the city which the redoubtable al-Hajjaj founded to accommodate the Syrian
troops stationed in Iraq, to al-Hira, the old Lakhmid centre in Iraq. Also, the two subse-
quent governors of Iraq: Mansar b. Jumhir and ‘Abd-Allah b. Umar b. ‘Abd al-'Aziz,
both established their residences at al-Hira. J. Lassner, The shaping of Abbasid rule
(Princeton, 1980), p. 148.

20 al-Tabar, op. cit., Vol. 11, pp. 272ff. al-Nuwayri, op. cit., xx1, pp. 4911f.
2 al-Nuwayri, ibid., Vol. xx1, p. 492.

22The large number of Umayyad sites and monuments concentrated in
reflects the close attachment of the Umayyads to that region. This atta
has its roots in the period preceding the Muslim conquest. Abt S
father, owned an agricultural estate named Biqinnis which was loc
Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mujam al- Buldan (Beirut, 1955), Vol. 1, p. 472. For the geographaca
boundaries of the Belqa cf. EI*, Vol. 1, pp. 997f.

In the aftermath of the second civil war, al-Husayn b. Numay
nent clan of Kinda) stipulated, as the pme for his su i3
at Marj Rabhit, that he should be granted the dis
by the Kinda of Syria and as a source of su
v, p. 544. al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-Ashraf, Vol

rrro— S2a -

23 a]-Tabari, ibid., Vol. vi1, p- 273.
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Yazid 11, sent fifty horsemen under the leadership of Muham-
mad b. Said al-Kalbi to search for Yusuf b. Umar and arrest
him.?* Ibn Umar was soon found in a farm (mazra‘a) which
he possessed, and was hurriedly packed off to imprisonment
in al-Khadra?’ in Damascus. For Yazid al-Qasr1 it was time
to settle old scores with Yasuf b. Umar, who was responsible
for the ignominious murder of Khalid b. “Abd-Allah al-Qasri,
the haughty and energetic governor of Iraq from an 106-20/
AD 724-38.2¢ [t was not long before Yusuf b. Umar was mur-
dered, together with the two young sons of al-Walid 11, by
amawla (client) of Khalid al-Qasri. Sulayman b. Kaysan, how-
ever, lived until the overthrow of the Umayyad dynasty in
AH 132/AD 750. He seems to have returned to Damascus after
his tenure in Iraq came to an end. When the Abbasid army
under the command of ‘Abd-Allah b. ‘Ali triumphantly entered
Damascus, Sulayman b. Kaysan was put to death together
with several of his brothers.?”

The choice of al-Belqa as the place to which Yasuf b. Umar
escaped should not surprise us. He not only had relatives and
family connections there, but also his abode was in the Belqa,
where he owned a house and an agricultural estate. Al-Balad-
huri explicitly states that Ibn ‘Umar escaped to his abode (ila
Manzilibi) in the Belqa.?® The connection of the Bant Thaqif
with the Belqa region apparently dates back to the time of
al-Hajjaj b. Yasuf al-Thaqafi, the governor of Iraq from
AH75-95/AD 694-713. It is reported that al-Hajjaj kept his
family and treasuries (khaza’in) in the Belqa. When Yazid b.
al-Muhallab was appointed as governor of Iraq by Sulayman
b. ‘Abd al-Malik (AH 96-99/AD 715-17), he ordered the arrest
of al-Hajjaj’s family who were in the Belqa, and the confisca-
tion of their property. They were all brought to Yazid and
subjected to humiliation and torture.?” During the caliphate
of ‘Abd al-Malik (AH65-86/AD 685-705), the governor of
al-Belqa was Muhammad b. Umar al-Thagqafi, a brother of
Yasuf b. Umar.?" It is not surprising, therefore, that the latter

24 al-Baladhuri, Ansab: Tubingen, p. 334. al-Nuwayri, op. cit., Vol. xxi, pp. 492ff. This
episode incidentally indicates that adminstratively the Belga region was under the jurisdic-
tion of Jund Dimashg.

% al-Khadra (the palace with a green dome) is the palace built by Mu‘awiya b. Abi
Sufyan. It was situated behind the Great Mosque of Damascus to the south. When
‘Abd al-Malik became Caliph, he bought it from Khalid b. Yazid b. Mu‘awiya for forty
thousand dinars, in addition to four agricultural estates situated in different localities.
Ibn “Asakir, Tartkh Madinat Dimashgq, ed. S. al-Munajjid (Damascus, 1951), pp. 133-34.

26 The wealth of Yasuf b. Umar might be judged from the large sum of money, amounting
to fifty million dirhams, which he paid to al-Walid 11 just to have Khalid al-Qasri handed
over to him. The old but proud Khalid was taken to al-Hira where he was tortured
to death by Ibn Umar. al-Azdi, Tarikh al-Musil (Cairo, 1967), pp. 52-53.

27 Baladhuri, Ansab: Tubingen, p. 392, where the names of Sulayman’s brothers are
enumerated.

2 Ibid., p. 339.

2 Ibid., p. 199. Among those who were brought to Yazid b. al-Muhallab was a niece
of al-Hajjij who was married to the future caliph Yazid 11 (aH101-105/AD 720-24)
whose residence was at al-Muwagqgar. She bore to him al-Walid 11, who succeeded
Hishamb. ‘Abd al-Malik to the caliphate. Prof. Bosworth erroneously states thatal-Walid 11
was the first Umayyad caliph to be born of a slave mother. C. E. Bosworth, ‘Raja
Ibn Haywa and the Islamic Caliphs’, The Islamic Quarterly (January—June, 1972), p.
49, note 4.

30Khalifa b. Khayyat, Tarikh, Vol. 1, p. 301. The Bana Thagif, who lived in the city
of al-Taif, had long been tied to the Quraysh of Mecca through kinship and commerce.
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should have chosen al-Belqa as the place to which to escape
from Iraq.

Two conclusions might be drawn from the preceding discus-
sion: first, it is evident that the inscription bears no precise
evidence as to the specific date of Mshatta or its owner. But
if our identification of the person mentioned in the inscription
as Sulayman b. Kaysan is correct, there might be some justifica-
tion for placing the date of construction of the palace towards
the end of the Umayyad period. Such dating might be sup-
ported by the discovery of two bronze coins (fulits) of the
post-reform period of ‘Abd al-Malik (F1Gs 4-5).>! They were
both found in one of the rooms along the south wall to the
west of the gateway block in the course of clearance work
carried out by the Dept. of Antiquities in April, 1984. The
larger of the two coins was minted at al-Ramla in Palestine
(F1Gs. 4 and §). Since the earliest coins of that mint are dated
to the year AH 101 (AD 719-20),%? that year may provide a
terminus post quem for the construction of the unfinished
building of Mshatta.’? Second, the analysis of the inscription
sheds light on the close relations between the Belga region
and Iraq which may explain the strong Mesopotamian features
of al-Mshatta. [t might be instructive at this point to remember
cided with the introduction of a large Syrian garrison into
Iraq, and as it happened, this garrison was largely recruited
from the southern districts of Syria.** Most of the soldiers
stayed in Iraq for a relatively long time and later returned
to their native lands, thus providing an important channel
of transmission. The importance of this fact emerges more
fully in the light of Professor Grabar’s suggestion that Mshatta
reflects the largely vanished Umayyad architecture of Iraq,

For instance two daughters of Abi Sufyan, the father of the founder of the Umayyad
dynasty, were married to al-Mughira b. Shuba al-Thagafi and ‘Abd-Allah b. Uthman
al-Thaqafi. al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-Ashraf, Vol. 1v, pt. 1. (Jerusalem, 1971), p. 5.

In the Umayyad period the Thaqif continued to maintain close ties with the Umayyad
family and to serve them as holders of important political offices, especially in the restless
province of Irag. These close ties between Bani Umayya and Thaqif are indicated by
several examples. For instance, ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan named one of his sons after
al-Hajjaj; al-Baladhuri, Ansab al-Ashraf, ed. Ahlwardt (Greifswald, 1883), p. 155.
Another son of ‘Abd al-Malik married a daughter of al-Hajjaj, while a grandson of
the same caliph married another daughter. A niece of al-Hajjaj was married to Yazid 11
of. al-Baladhuri, Ansab: Tiibingen, pp. 190; 199; 228. For the offices which members
of Thagqif held in the Umayyad administration especially in the short reign of al-Walid 11,
cf. Ibn Hazm, Jamharat Ansab al-"Arab (Cairo, 1963), pp. 262—68.

31 The larger of the two coins, which was minted at Ramla in Palestine, bears the following
legends:

Obverse
Field: oung alll ¥) af ¥y Field: il Jgu, saae
Margin (between two circles) Margin (two circles enclosing legend)

Sy pals el all Aoyl Cpd
321 Walker, A catalogue of the Arab-Byzantine and post-Reform Umaiyad coins (Lon-
don, 1956), p. 255, note 2.

3 The late Umayyad date of Mshatta can also be supported by its developed plan,
which Creswell terms as ‘the symmetrical subdivision into three’ (Creswell, op. cit.,
pp. 581-82). Set against other Umayyad buildings in Syria, where we find the rooms
arranged in one or two storeys around a central courtyard, Mshatta with its axial planning
exhibits a more developed form, and anticipates the large-scale Abbasid palaces of Ukhai-
dir and Samarra.

3 al-Tabari, op. cit., Vol. vi, pp. 258-9; 332-347. al-Baladhuri, Ansab (Ahlwardt),
pp. 338-39. P. Crone, Slaves on horses; the evolution of the Islamic polity (Cambridge,
1980), pp. 47; 235 N, note 333.

Reverse



QASR AL-MSHATTA

4. Bronze coins of the post-reform period, found at Mshatta.
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numerous Umayyad and early Abbasid buildings like Mshatta,
the Umayyad palace on the citadel in Amman, Ukhaidir, and
al-Mansiir’s palace in Baghdad, exhibited similar features in
their plan, indicates the strong interrelations between Iraq and
and especially the palace of al-Hajjaj in Wasit.*® Thus al-

350. Grabar, ‘al-Mushatta, Baghdad, and Wasit’, in The World of Islam: Studies in
honour of P. K. Hitti, ed. ]. Winde (London, 1959), pp. 99-108.

IN THE LIGHT OF A RECENTLY FOUND INSCRIPTION

5. Reverse of coin (shown on left in F1G. 4), minted at Al-Ramla,
Palestine, and found at Mshatta.
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Ukhaidir and Baghdad—especially the palace of Abu Jafar
al-Mansur there—appear not as imitations of the Umayyad
buildings in Syria as exemplified by al-Mshatta, but as a con-
tinuation of Umayyad architecture in Iraq.’® The fact that
the southern districts of Syria, especially the Belqa region
where the largest number of Umayyad buildings and sites are
concentrated.

3 Ibid., pp. 101ff; 107.
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