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Introduction

The 1996 excavation season at ‘Ayn
Ghazal aimed to expand our information
concerning the East Field opened in the 1995
season (Rollefson and Kafafi 1996) as well
as to continue examination of Yarmoukian
architecture and courtyards in the Central
Field and the LPPNB and PPNC domestic,
ritual and industrial complexes in the North
Field.

In addition to completing the clearing of a
temple/sanctuary in the East Field, 75 m?
were sampled just downhill of the ritual
structure, and a Step Trench 40 m long and 2
m wide was planned near the center of the

East Field (Fig. 1). In the Central Field, 100
m? of newly investigated area were opened
in the vicinity of a well-preserved Yarmouk-
ian house first found in the 1994 season (Ka-
fafi and Rollefson 1995). In addition, three
excavation trenches (75 m?) were dug to the
south and east of a curved lime plaster floor
discovered in the North Field in the 1995
season (Rollefson and Kafafi 1996); finally,
25 m? begun in 1993 around the circular cult
building (Rollefson and Kafafi 1994) were
peeled back in careful detail to understand
better the details surrounding the use and
transformation of the apsidal and circular
four-phase building.
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1. Site map of ‘Ayn Ghazal showing the location of the North, Central, South and East Field excavation areas.
(Drawing by ‘Ali Omari and Muwafaq Bataineh).
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THE EAST FIELD

Concentrated work was undertaken in
two areas of the East Field during the 1996
season. Continued work in Area I, the south-
ern-most part of the enclave, intended to ob-
tain a better idea of the stratigraphy, chro-
nology and local use of the vicinity,
particularly in regards to the temple/
sanctuary incompletely uncovered in 1995.
The second area (Area II) was located nearer
to the center of the East Field, approximately
70 m north of Area L.

East Field, Area I
The PPNC Temple/Sanctuary

The temple/sanctuary discovered in 1995
was not completely exposed principally due
to the presence of two enormous retaining
walls; one (Terrace Wall III, hereafter TW
III) had been placed immediately over the al-
tar and the other (TW II) ran just outside of
the eastern wall of the structure (cf. Rollef-
son and Kafafi 1996: 21, Figs. 9 and 13).
The stones in both walls were relatively
huge, some more than a meter in maximum
dimension. It was not possible to get a crane
into this part of the site, so the stones had to
be broken with sledge hammers.

The dismantling of both TW II and TW
II (both of which exceeded 15 m in length
N-S, converging with TI and T IV in the NE
corner of Square E 14) revealed that the tem-
ple/sanctuary was built after earlier LPPNB
layers had been removed to a depth of at
least 2.5 m and after the construction of Ter-
race Wall I. TW I truncated all of the earlier
LPPNB deposits running along a North-
South line for more than 20 m (cf. Rollefson
and Kafafi 1996: Figs. 9 and 10). After
reaching sterile clay, the builders of the tem-
ple/sanctuary excavated a relatively small
semisubterranean chamber (F1) about 4 x
1.25 m to a depth of more than a meter (Figs.
2 and 3). The yellowish clay from this cham-
ber appears to have been used to cover the
floor of the Eastern Room of the temple/
sanctuary (cf. Rollefson and Kafafi 1996:
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2. Top plan of the PPNC temple with the Western
and Eastern rooms and the F1 storage feature.
(Drawing: M. Bataineh).

3. View to the south of the F1 storage room east
(“behind”) the PPNC temple. (Photo: Belal De-
gedeh).
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21); the volume of sediments (ca. 5 m3) cor-
responds well with the circumstances that
were encountered in this section of the
building. The function of this small room is
not clear, but it may have served as a storage
facility for materials and objects used in the
ritual structure.

On an artificial terrace created by the
clearance of earlier LPPNB deposits, a small
rectangular trough-like structure ca. 1.0 x
0.4 m was built against TW I east of the
semisubterranean F1 storage chamber; ev-
idence of burning occurred inside and
around this feature, although its exact func-
tion remains obscure.

The interior arrangement of the Eastern
Room became clear once removal of TW III
was underway (Fig. 4). It was guessed in
1995 that the three standing stones visible
under TW III were in the center of the room,
following a “symmetry” rule that had oper-
ated at ‘Ayn Ghazal since the MPPNB; this
was only half correct: the standing stones
were situated at the middle of the N-S axis,
but they were also placed directly against the
eastern wall, not in the middle of the E-W
axis of the room (cf. Rollefson and Kafafi
1996: 21-22). It also turned out that there
were not just three standing stones aligned
along the eastern wall, but three pairs of or-
thostats that supported a split-level altar of
two large limestone slabs that rested more

4. The PPNC temple in upper half of the photo, the
earlier LPPNB house in the foreground. To the
left is the deep 2.8 m LPPNB retaining wall.
(Photo: B. Degedeh and Yousef Zu‘bi).
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than a meter above the clay floor. The central
pair of orthostats, the floor hearth (sur-
rounded by seven limestone slabs), and the
doorway in the wall separating the Eastern
and Western Rooms formed a straight line,
as predicted in 1995 (Figs. 4 and 5).

Clearance of the doorway and the sedi-
ments (mostly destroyed by bulldozers and
ancient erosion) remaining in the Western
Room exposed the lowermost remnants of a
screen wall at the western side of the open-
ing. Leaving the Eastern Room, one was
forced after ca. 60 cm to make an abrupt turn
to the north; this means that someone in the
Western Room could not see what was hap-
pening in the Eastern Room, particularly in
regards to the altar and the floor hearth. In ef-
fect, this is the oldest version we know of re-
garding a temple “holy of holies”, which was
cut off from public view (cf. Fig. 4).

We were not able to remove all of the
stones from TW III that had crossed the
raised altar: the eastern wall (preserved to 1.8
m high and only about 35 cm thick) of the
temple/sanctuary had begun to collapse in-
ward in the SE corner of the structure, which
may have been the reason for the abandon-
ment and “ritual burial” of the temple.

In reflection, there is a considerable
amount of labor involved in the preparation
and construction of the temple/sanctuary.
The original floor area of the temple is not

5. A closer view of the altar area, built against the
eastern wall of the PPNC temple. (Photo: B. De-
gedeh).



known due to later damage, but there was a
ground plan of at least 8 x 20 m involved in
the clearance of LPPNB deposits, reaching a
depth of 2.5 m, which translates into a mini-
mum of ca. 200 m> of excavated dirt under-
taken in the construction effort.

The LPPNB/PPNC House

Three contiguous excavation trenches (D-
12,1 D-13 and D-14, totaling 75 m2) were
opened in 1996 to the west (downhill) of the
temple/sanctuary. Square D-12 contained
ouly badly eroded or otherwise disturbed
outdoor sediment deposits (the hillslope was
35% in this part of ‘Ayn Ghazal), but to the
north, squares D-13 and D-14 exposed the re-
mains of a badly damaged LPPNB house.
The dimensions of the structure, which was
not completely uncovered to the west, were
minimally 5 x 6.5 m (EW x NS) and included
all or parts of eight rooms that ranged in size
fromca.1x 1mto1x2.4m (cf. Fig. 4).

The initial size of the larger rooms in the
western part of the house may have been
much greater, but remains of abutting stud
walls show that the space was reduced in the
rooms sometime during the LPPNB period.
(Unfortunately, the exact arrangement of the
rooms will not be possible to reconstruct
since the laying of a sewer line in the 1980s
created a 2 m wide trench through the center
of the rooms). These rooms all contained
remnants of red-painted lime plaster floors,
and the stones used in the walls were shaped
into rectangular slabs, a typical LPPNB
practice. The smaller rooms were con-
structed in a row along the eastern side of the
house, and the absence of lime plaster floors
and the use of undressed limestone blocks
suggest that this area may have been an early
PPNC modification of the original LPPNB
building. This range of rooms also runs un-
der the temple/sanctuary, providing us with
a PPNC age for the ritual building.

The LPPNB Retaining Wall

The bottom of the large, battered retaining
wall partly unearthed in 1995 (TW IV, Rol-
lefson and Kafafi 1996: Fig. 11; compare
with Fig. 4 in this report) was reached in
1996, 2.85 m beneath the top of its up-
permost course. TW IV appears to have been
built in two phases: the earliest phase, ap-
proximately half of the overall height, has an
angle of batter of approximately 75°, but
above this is a section of nearly vertical wall
that may have been added at a later time. The
earliest phase remains unknown in terms of
its construction date: the earliest surfaces
that lie against the face of the wall may be
late MPPNB in time (based on some aspects
of the lithics), but it is safest for now to as-
sign an M/LPPNB age to the first phase. The
latter part of the structure certainly dates to
the LPPNB period, and one can trace the dis-
appearance of the retaining wall under the
walls of the PPNC temple/sanctuary.

The purpose of the TW IV is apparent:
throughout almost its entire height is a series
of alternating colluvial and alluvial deposits
that interfinger as the result of slope wash
and river flooding. Just over a meter to the
west of the lower portion of TW IV, and par-
allel to it, is a series of rebuilt walls whose
function is not clear; probably they were, at
times at least, parts of structures, but they
also may have served to prevent damage to
other nearby structures from river flooding
and from subsequent undercutting of the
steep slope. The purpose of these walls can
be better understood with additional excava-
tion, although this is also near recent damage
associated with the burying of a sewer line.

The LPPNB Apsidal Building

In Sgs. F-12 and F-11 an LPPNB apsidal
building was partially uncovered in the 1995
season, and this building was targeted for
complete exposure in 1996. The building

1. In the East Field, excavation trenches follow a
grid pattern whereby 5m rows of alphabetical let-
ters march uphill (from west to east) from A to Z,
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crossed by rows of numbers increasing from 1 to x
from south to north.



