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This paper is a reflection and a proposal for
operational lines — setting origin, developments
and perspectives — for the Mission ‘Medieval
Petra. Archaeology of the Crusader-Ayyubid
settlement in Transjordan’ began experimenta-
tion on how to overcome the classical structure
of international archaeological missions, with
their its cumbersome legacy of a colonial ori-
gin.

1. These brief considerations want to be a
contribution to a necessary reflection on the so-
cial role of international archaeological activi-
ties and on the close relationship that should be
maintained between an urgent, deep, structural
review of the missions as a civil project and sci-
entific program, for a renewed cultural setting.
Among the many possible points of view, our
intends to be placed between the challenges of
historical dimension of archaeological research
and the Italian and Furopean experience. An
approach that take inspiration from the Euro-

pean diffusion of a specific field of the disci-
pline — the Public Archaeology (Schadla-Hall
1999; Bonacchi 2009; Brogiolo 2012; Vannini
2011; G. Vannini, C. Bonacchi, M. Nucciotti
2014) — and moving from the thirty-years ex-
perience of the University of Florence Mission
‘Medieval’ Petra!, also in terms of methodol-
ogy, to propose some reflections in order to
face the situation on a new basis, that needs a
new cultural rethinking. Archaeology in time of
‘crisis’, then, but in the greek meaning of the
word, between present difficulties and potential
opportunities.

A crisis — Euro-Mediterranean and struc-
tural (not cyclical) — that demands courageous
choices both cultural and ethical (do not seem
arbitrary the combination); the same efficiency
— if not feasibility — of this traditional form of
scientific research (‘Mission’), relevant also as
eminently interdisciplinary is at stake and will
be even more in the coming decades. A crisis

1. ‘Medieval’ Petra is the largest ltalian medievalist archaeological
mission operating abroad and, in collaboration with the DoA since
1986, is the oldest among international missions currently operated
in Petra. Thirty years of research have brought fo the attention of
the international scientific community the key role played by Petra
region in the Crusader-Ayyubid re-founding of Jordan, between the
12t and 13% century. Also a crucial period in the formation of todays
settlement (and geopolitical) structures. A ‘gym’ that played an im-

portant role in the formation of four generations of young archaeolo-
gists, some of whom are still the backbone of the Florentine mission;
but also a crossroads for international working groups and related
Institutions that have produced a ‘network’ from which they have also
arisen (at least five) or new missions have been formed in the Region,
among the most recent of which I can willingly mention the first Pol-
ish archaeological mission (Jagiellonian University of Krakow, 2013)
operating in Jordan (Petra region), directed by Piotr Kolodzicjezyk
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that precisely in its most violent outcomes (as
in Syria, but not only), has highlighted the cen-
tral role even of the Heritage archaeological in
political struggle, showing all the relevance — in
our societies do not always recognized properly
— for fundamental aspects of the reference com-
munities.

2. The recent European medieval archaeolo-
gy —which represents the cultural context of our
mission — it can be said that finds its scientific
roots on a renewed relationship with historical
research and, essentially, attempts to electively
produce or reinterpret historical models, also
classical ones. For example: historical struc-
tures — in ‘braudelian’ sense — continuity and
discontinuities of settlement dynamics, incas-
tellamento, history and environment) by means
of specific methodological ‘tools’; archeology
of production, stratigraphic analysis of upstand-

ing buildings, landscape archaeology, archaco-
matics (FIG. 1). Our ‘case-study’ presented
here has been the first application — certainly in
the work of an Italian mission — of this scien-
tific point of view, in Near Eastern archeology
(7.e.: archaecology without excavations?). It in-
cludes contributions of archacological research,
even surprising sometimes, to historiographical
themes, focal, in recent years, especially for
historians concerned with medieval Mediterra-
nean settlement® . In that regard, the strategic
role of ‘light archeology’ was central — already
“tested’ in the Florence University’s Strategic
Plan in several Tuscan3, Tyrrhenian (Vannini
et al 2003) and Mediterranean areas (FIG. 2),
and now in Armenia (Nucciotti, Petrosyan et al
2015)—a system that integrates the various non-
invasive archaeologies: environment, building,
archeomatic and focused essays. A very effi-

Stratigraphy
as a lheoretical model of time
In archeology

The time as parallel series of timelines
«Les Annales» (sx) e the Matrix ofHarris (dx)

1. Harris’ Matrix and Temporal
Model of “Les Annales”, the-
oretical modeling of the rela-
tionship belween space and
time in archeology (time as
parallel series of timelines).

2. A historicist approach that is not dissimilar — although moving,
with marked traits of originality, also from an anthropological ap-
proach — characterizes methodology and practice of the mission di-
rected by Sten La Bianca and Bethany Walker in Tall Hisban (i.e.
see the lecture given in this Congress).

3, Like experimental territorial projects between light and public
archeology, recently in Amiata areas (Nucciotti 2010) and of Casen-
tino (Molducci, Rossi 2015). On this archaeological approach, see
now Vanni Desideri, Vannini 2016; Vannini, Nucciotti 2017. This
approach, ‘territorial and light’, has characterized the Mission from
the beginning when, for example, it was necessary to explain in
detail to the DoA General Director of that period (Dr. Adnan al-
Hadidi) all our operational practices to obtain the necessary permis-

sions, He seemed to be almost amused and asked me cordially what
appeared to be an ‘occupation’ever seen (Petra, ash-Shawbak, al-
Karak, all and togheter!) because our operational practices (exten-
sive stratigraphic surveys on territory and on the buildings) and our
objectives (on historiographic themes) were be requested for ‘re-
gions’ and archacological-monumental areas and not, as usual, for a
single site. “Research” permits, | specified also, and not “digging™:
the first essays were in fact included in the ‘light’ programme only
in 1989, with the 4% campaign, 3 * official, after the 1986 survey.
However, in the first decade of activity (1987-1996) this method
was applied essentially in the area of Petra, after which it was sys-
tematized and progressively extended mainly to ash-Shawbak and
more recently to al-Karak (since 2012).
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Strategic Research Program of Florence University

Archata'lug; of the Mditerranean Feudal Society

Falenands P

K¢ pevale

2. Strategic Research Program
of Florence Universityfor
medieval archaeology, ‘The
Lordship of feudal Mediter-
ranean origin. Archaeologi-
cal profiles, at the origins of
modern Europe’: survey ded-
icated to the study of mate-
rial and territorial structures
for cultural comparative ar-
eas.

cient approach, when the aim is to investigate
deductively historical ‘phenomena’ (and not,
inductively, from the analysis of ‘episodes’, as
more often happens in archacological tradition)
on a large territorial scale (FIG. 3).

So, in Transjordan, archeology can pick up
some materials “caractéres originaux”, struc-

tural of the first Crusader occupation in the
Holy Land, where they are better stratigraphi-
cally readable, for the new situation of Ayyu-
bid settlement established after the day of Hittin
(1187); essentially adopting — on subregional
scale — an update, here experimental, of the
classic procedures of the archeology of the *vil-
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5o o sis of upstanding buildings,
5.2 Y 1 ) in this case) without (almost)
21513 4 1500 ‘ . =
5.1 i ! f Jsm excavation (Archive of Lab-
. — , o oratory of Medieval Archae-
il Zm
4 - ology of Un. Of Florence,
LAM).

4. Smith 1992; Pruno, Drap 2012; Francovich (a ¢.) 1987; Mana-
corda 2007. To represent the numerous contributions offered by the
Mission in terms of methodological advancement, through often
experimental archaeomatic procedures, starting from surveys to the
elaboration of data in the laboratory that constitute the technological

side of this ‘light’ archaeological approach, actually oriented to pre-
establish a objective documentary grid on which to support salidly
founded historical interpretations, see Niccolueei 2000; Drap, Van-
nini 2012; Drap, Pruno, Nucciotti 2012; Drap, Vannini et al. 2017,
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lage désérte’. The Lordship of Transjordan and
its material structures as ‘observatory’ on the
Crusader-Muslim frontier of the Holy LandS .
In this context, the excavation is used on targets
identified on different territorial scales and at
variable intensity — from large scale (the Mus-
lim-Crusader frontier between Syria and Jor-
dan), to medium scale (the region between the
Dead Sea and the Red Sea) and to the smaller
scale (the valley of Petra) — qualified as ‘strati-
graphic observatories’: al-Wu‘ayra castle, tac-
tical, in relation to Petra and its control (FIG. 4);
strategic, for the control of the entire Crusader
territory (the old King’s Highway, between
Syria and Egypt, in south Transjordan); the ash-
Shawbak monumental site, about the poleoge-
netical function that the reactivation of the fron-
tier in the region has produced in Crusader and
Ayyubid age (FIG. 5)° .In addition, a specific

contribution (in progress), but which presents
the typical features of the material ‘structure’,
is constituted by the precise pottery and ma-
sonry structures (FIG. 6) series, documented
with high chronostratigraphic precision, for
the first time ever for the twelfth century pro-
ductions in the region; this is the ‘product’ of
the methodological choice of the project as a
whole. In fact the archeology of ‘lost villages’,
in this case an entire region and a historic sea-
son (FIG. 7)7. These series, in fact, made it pos-
sible the identification of the settlement on the
bottom-valley in the Crusader age; the main site
is Wadi Farasa, thanks to the excellent analy-
sis of the Berliner Mission direct by Stephan
Schmid (Schmidt 2006; Schmidt 2012). Inter
alia confirming the interpretation model of the
Crusader scttlement proposed by us few years
carlier (Vanni Desideri, Vannini 1995).

Al-Wu'ayra: the structural evolution of the site,
on a topostratigraphic basis

4. al-Wu'ayra . The medieval
key to Petra and stratigraphic
observatory on medieval
settlement of the Valley. The
structural evolution of the
site, on a topostratigraphic
basis (1994).

5. Exemplary essays of the historical results achievable with the
different applications of the ‘light archeology’, are shown in these
same proceedings in the other speeches referring to the our Mis-
sion: stratigraphic analysis of the of upstanding buildings ones in
the context of the “urban’ type (and with a specific role entrusted to
‘targeted’ essays) see the of Michele Nucciotti and Lorenzo Fragai
on the walls of ash-Shawbak and al-Karak; for a topostratigraphic
analysis, see the essay by Andrea Vanni Desideri it will bring impor-
tant updates on al-Wu'ayra site with targeted interventions of “light
archeology’on large areas, without building remains. About some of
this topic see now Brown 2016: 543-560.

6. This territorial and light approach — which is substantially a vari-
ant of the “global archeology” infroduced by Tiziano Mannoni from

the middle of the 1970s (exemplar remains the case of the ‘Zigna-
go": Mannoni et af 1978:. 273-374) — was applied for the first time
(mid-80s) in consciously systematic terms on the historical theme of
the “conquest of the contado’of medieval Florence in the Faldarno
stperiore with the Poggio alla Regina as “stratigraphic observatory’
of the territories of reference (Vannini 2004; Cimarri, Sahlin, Van-
nini 2010).

7. Tonghini, Vanni Desideri 1995; Pruno 2012; Pruno 2016; on this
theme, in this volume Elisa Pruno and Raffacle Ranieri (Mission
‘Petra Medievale’) have communicated some of the latest results
about the ash-Shawbak stratigrafies. About the archaeology of “lost
villages (in the “longue durée” perspective, see Mannoni 1995).
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5. The regal Transjordan and the making of a Lordship
(1100 — 1142). al-Habis, with al-Wu*ayra, the fulcrum
of Petra Valley Incastellamento in the Middle Ages:
elevation; reconstructed medieval skyline; plan and
topografic analysis. Rebirth of a frontier.

3. Among the scientific contributions to the
history of the region, produced by the archaeo-
logical project so set (on a territorial basis), we
could mention, to limit ourselves to historical
phenomena in ‘structural’ sense (Vannini, Van-
ni Desideri 1991; Marino ef a/. 1991; Vannini,
Nucciotti (eds.) 2012; Vannini 2011):

- the Crusader incastellamento (‘castle settle-
ment’) of Petra valley as a logistics hub of
Royal Transjordan and its renewed typically
‘Mediterranean border’ (FIG. 8)% ;

- in ash-Shawbal, the discovery in the excava-
tion of the ‘princely’ palace of Crac de Mon-
tréal and the structures of the ‘feudal capi-

Building technigues and history of the setliemeant

. il — it .
6. Cronotipological Atlas: Building techniques and his-
tory of the settlement (A. Vanni Desideri).

o I Pattary: lotal produsctions and mpars ﬂ

7. Pottery: local productions and imports (A. Vanni De-
sideri).
tal” of the crusader Lordship of Transjordan,
based on the imposing ruins of a monumental
fort of the ancient Romano-Byzantine Limes
Arabicus, so far unknown (FIG. 9)%;

- the ‘discovery’ of a new Islamic town, ash-
Shawbak (as part of the Islamic empire re-
founded by Saladin), risen to the rank of re-
gional capital in Ayyubid and early Mamluk
age (between the end of 12" and of 14'h cen-
turies, at least), with the identification of a
real planned urban generator axis (FIG. 10),
the splendid Palace of government and a large
production plant, part of a real ‘industrial’
system (Vannini 2007; Rugiadi 2012; Mar-

8. Between break and continuity. The re-emergence in the 12 cen-
tury of a historic feature of the entire region culture: the Frontier,
which was significantly reinterpreted according io iis medieval
Mediterranean connotations; with the unsuspected role of the Valley
of Petra, classically incastellata, that since more than five centuries,
becomes again the keystone of a new (Frankish/Latin) seltlement
system (Vannini 2013; in general on the topic see Abulafia, Berend

2002).

9. A situation that made the re-foundation of ash-Shawbak by king
Baldwin 15 possible in only 18 days, like a latin chronicler — Alber-
to di Aix (Rhe-Hoee, 111, 431) — writes; the remains identified both
in the elevated and in the excavation, can be referred to the foriress
mentioned by an Arab chronicler, always regarding the foundation
of the Crac de Montréal (Marmadji 112): Vannini 2011,
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Petra (1100-1189) the /ncastellamento of a valley

8. Petra (1100-1189) the Incastellamento of a valley. A
classic feudal settlement ‘system,” planned in all likeli-
hood starting from the residence in Wadi Misa of the
first King of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem, Baldwin
I — just a few months after the conquest of Jerusalem —
and definitively collapsed with the fall of ash-Shawbak,
followed by the outcome of the battle at the ‘Horns’ of
Hittin (1187) (by “Archeologia Viva™, 1991).

Shawbak D aera-photogmmmetric model

. g
Eifape of the Haspital of St John fouNdAAS
Iz cavation [2007)

9. Crac de Montréal: ash-Shawbak 3D aero-photogram-
metric model (CNR-ITABC); St. Mary’s church; Cha-
pel of the Hospital of St. John founded in excavation
(Photo M. Foli, 2007).

cotulli, Ruschi, Vannini 2013) (FIG. 11).

In particular, two essential elements of the
long term, have emerged from research in the
field, whose connection provides a model for
interpreting an archaeological history of south-
ern Transjordan, as part of ‘Mediterranean Mid-
dle Ages’. Thus, on the basis of recent Europe-
an research of medieval landscape archeology,
is enlightening the mode of reactivation — as we
will see historically anything but ephemeral —
by the Crusaders, of the central role of the Petra
valley in the land management of a vast area

e
ty of Florence .
P
R
i Abh

10. ash-Shawbak from a crusader castle to an Islamic
city: stratigraphy of a site, reflections of a historical
territory. Archacological-monumental area and ‘corpi
di fabbrica’ with investigated arcas (‘light’ analysis;
‘open areas’ excavations); ancient (Severian-Byzan-
tine), crusade, Ayyubids, Mamluk structures. The ur-
banistic road axis, documented by function, structure
and chronology through ‘light” analysis (topostratig-
raphy, both horizontal and vertical).

1. Archaeological analysis of the Mamluk laboratory.
The monumental character of the plant (probably
for the production of soap on a large scale) reflects
an economic structure (of which there are traces of
other sectors of similar importance) typical of an ur-
ban center, well carresponding to the quality of the
government Palace, referred to the political-adminis-
trative dimension,

between the Dead Sca and the Red Sea, after

a loss of such function of nearly half a millen-

nium. Such a ‘rural’ modality — according to the

typical crusader-feudal culture — which repro-
duced, albeit reinterpreted, the territorial and
social directional function held for centuries
by the ancient Nabatacan-Roman-Byzantine
Petra-city (Vannini, Tonghini 1997). Pelra, of
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course, suffered a new crisis, as a regional po-
litical center: the archaeological traces, with the
de-functionalization of Petra castles, up until
now, show only modest local reoccupations, as
confirmed by extensive research by Patricia Bi-
kai exposed in Florence Conference (2008) in
spite of limited Mamluk settlement in Bayda,
al-Wu‘ayra and Petra (Bikai 2012) (FIG. 12).
But this time the legacy will be picked up by
the founder of the new Islamic empire (here
on the ruins of the Crusader political construc-
tion), Saladin and the Ayyubids, that researched
continuity with the Crusader season albeit, this
time with a urban key, returning a territorial
function to the old Crac de Montréal (F1G. 13).
Here it was in fact founded a new capital city,
ash-Shawbak, in this authentic medieval heir
of ancient Petra and of its political and admin-
istrative role, at least in southern Transjordan
(Vannini 2014). This is the foundation of a new
historical setting for the region and beyond, that
started with the coming back of urbanism in the
arca south of the Dead Sea — most likely on the
initiative of the same Saladin (the archaeosis-
mic readings put the foundation of the palace

Wiayra The metalarking Workshop In (he sauih moat.of e assen.
i

! | }_ T \
12. al-Wu‘ayra . Sondage I. The metalworking workshop
in the south moat of the cassero (keep), implanted im-
medialtely after the demolition of the crusader castle,
entails, with its own location in a crucial point of the
delensive system, the complete de-funzionalization
of the pivotal site of the system of incastellamento of
crusader Petra. A changing era (S. Bertocei).

ante 1212)1Y As new ‘capital” of this region —
after the ancient Roman imperial times; but
this, with a suggestive synchrony with what is
happening in those decades (late XII-half XIII
and below) also in the *Christian” Mediterra-
nean (FIG. 14). A rediscovered regional role,
after centuries, recognized as essential in po-
litical and territorial balance of the large region,
as evident from the negotiations relating to the
1218-1219 ‘Damietta war’!!

ash-Shawbak, then, a city that had lost its
memory (lost by history and refounded by ar-
chaeology, we can say), and whose next eclipse

Shawbak. Crusader Palace and Ayyubid staircase

13. Interior of the vaulted room identified as part of the
Crusader palace and monumental staircase built in the
Ayyubid age as connection with the new government
building. The staircase is been founded in excavation.

14, ash-Shawbak and the Ayyubid-Mamluk town (recog
nized as such from coeval Arab sources), view from
the west side (Photo M. Foli).

10, NUCCIOTTI In Vannini 2007: 46 and passim. For a specific
archeosismic approach — that have a very important role in our cro-
nological interpretation, in particular, for the walls stratigraphy in
ayyubid ash-Shawbak — in view of a ‘light’ territorial reading, see
Arrighetti 2015; Arrighetti 2013.

I 1. When the Caliph of Cairo offered — and the Crusaders refused it
—in exchange for the evacuation of Damictta a peace that provided
for the restitution of the entire territory of the Kingdom, including
Jerusalem, but not ash-Shawbak and al-Karak (Richard 2012, Cap:
o).
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(perhaps already in the late Mamluk age: but
this will be a goal of research in the coming
years, with colleagues from the PAN and Jagel-
lonic University of Krakow of our Polish team)
promises to be a possible archeological para-
digm of a wider crisis of Arabic Islam, until the
Great Arab Revolt, also archacologically docu-
mented in ash-Shawbak (Vannini, Nucciotti
2009) and still current. Thus in southern Trans-
jordan it appears a Middle Ages that determines
new territorial assets between mid-twelfth and
mid-thirteenth century, in a period we can also
define — with a look to longue durée historical
structure — ‘Crusader-Ayyubid age’; of course
beyond the contingent political intentions of its
different actors, Eastern and Western ones. It
is, we might comment, explicit material docu-
mentation on the continuity of function and
territorial role of the site and the entire region
of Transjordan, which reacquires, as ‘medi-
eval frontier’, a role and a identity since then
no more lost, until the Jordanian State of to-
day; to the origin of an authentic identitarian
element of the present community, regional and
national. But also an entire region belonging to
a common Mediterranean culture, among XII-
XIV centuries and beyond.

4. Tt is therefore clear that all these points
are connected not only with the history of the
region, but also with relevant aspects of pres-
ent identity of the Jordanian community: both
basis for our program of Public Archaeology.
Thus, this program, developed since 2006 as a
contribution to the research and enhancement
Agreement of the archaeological-monumental
area of ash-Shawbak with the DoA of Jordan,
through coordinated actions, including a series
of execulive restauration projects coordinated
in different areas of the site (FIG. 15)!2, a inte-
grated communication strategy and support for

forms of development and local services, with
positive results both in Italy and in Jordan; but
with a basic criterion: to use selections of re-
search products on archeological Heritage, and
not simply starting from this, In summary, and
only to exemplify our actions:

— a conservation program of the site and
also enhancement of Cultural Heritage of
the territory (including an experimental
touristic master plan), also connect to Petra,
(European project ENPI-CIUDAD), for a
public, sustainable, shared, identitarian use
of the archaeological Heritage, between
communication and governance (Nucciotti,
Segnini 2013; Vannini 2016) (FIG. 16);

— realization of the first exhibition in Italy with
Public Archeology criteria, with relevant
success of the international public, as well
as economic and scientific (FIG. 17)13

— Impact on site of the activities of the ‘public’
program (2008-2012): tourism increase of
26%; enlargement of the local camping, for
many years only accommodation provider;
opening of the Montréal Holel, originally
built by USAID but never operated
before 2011, through intense and targeted

15. A program of conservative restoration of the site on
an archaeological basis (P. Ruschi).

12. The main projects concern areas and structures coordinated in an
integrated conservation plan extended to the entire site; in particular
a safe path that includes also a suggestive re-profiling of the south
curtain of the castle, the monumental access portal to the second
circle of walls, the Mamluk factory, the reception hall of the Ayyu-
bid Palace, the basilica church of S. Maria (Ruschi In Vannini, Nuc-
ciotti 2012; Marcotulli, Ruschi, Vannini 2013); Andreini, De Falco,
Giresini, Sassu 2014, While a design idea for tourism enhancement,

that proposes the opening of an very suggestive tourist route dedi-
cated to the Petra valley on the traces of the Crusader settlement,
was proposed by Ruschi, Vannini 2001; Vanni Desideri, Sassu 2014,
13, Florence, Pitti Palace; impact: 200,000 visitors in three months;
liking measured and motivated; yield: cost € 650,000 ca; economic
supply ca € 2.8 million. (Vannini, Nucciotti 2009; Bonacchi In Van-
nini, Nueciotti 2012).
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TOURIST CONNECTION FROM SHAWBAK TO PETRA - Masterplan

16. Masterplan : Tourist Con-
nection from ash-Shawbak
to Petra (F. Candido).

Public archeology in practice

17. Public archeology in practice: The exhibition “Ar-
chaeology of a frontier’ in Florence, Pitti Palace, I8. The Crac de Montréal from the Moniréal hotel,
2009. opened from 2011 (Photo A. Marx).

networking and marketing actions (between
different institutions, in ash-Shawbak and ﬁ/eféaﬁm 74 f/ﬂamfaé

Amman), now also used as accomodation TR W 5 LY R —
= .. i A nv e !

for missions (FIG. 18); opening of a second
small hotel (‘Motel’ ...) by local investors b o,

3 . - - L .‘
(FIG. 19); increase of operators in the =
tourism sector from 4 to 52 employees under -
Shawbak Motel

contract in 2013 (Bonacchi in Vannini 2011).
In summary, central, in our experience (in
progress), is the relationship which must be
made explicit and perceivable, between a re-
search alien at each instrumentalism and a con- = M :
ibuti e I £ Jdenfitan 19, ash-Shawbak and the new illumination of the road
tribution to the lebtam‘ng va ‘u? Of identt a}lall between village and “castle’: the dawn of a tourist re-
elements of archaeological origin of the region- ceplion system .. to be monitored (Photo A. Marx).

-303 -




GUIDO VANNINI

al community, as the national society, read as
concrete and rooted in precise historical matrix:
ash-Shawbak and the region as a ‘product’ of a
‘mediterranean’ meeting, with a (‘archaeologi-
cal’) discovery of a important local role of Sala-
din on the one hand and in the same Crusader
experience on site to another.

And so that, for example, in recent years the
structures of the old Ayyubid palace was used
(after centuries ...) as a place of public ceremo-
nies (the first in 2008, on the occasion of Lucia-
no Pavarotti memorial concert held in Petra) or
for the first time, among the tourists appeared
in considerable numbers local families and vis-
iting schools (FIG. 20). Observed development

Receplion Hall of the Ayyubid Palace
by Saladin and Al-Adil {1190 - ante 1212)

20. ash-Shawbak. Reception Hall of the Ayyubid Palace
by Saladin and Al-Adil (1190 — ante 1212), Conti-
nuity and innovation of a political territorial power:
now, Jordan national monument? (P. Drap).

elements are involving local entities (ie: the
Montréal hotel also offers local dishes cooked
by local families'4, who as well, enjoy a small
income and everyone knows where it comes
from ...; in order: from a cultural heritage, sci-
entific work, attention to social context to the
owner): in short, a chain linking Crusaders-Sal-
adin-Residents and... shawarma (FIG. 21)!5,

Of course now promoting actions are to be
activated to support also these local initiatives;
and the first action, on the basis of already
planned projects (of international excellence),
would be the starting of a restoration plan of the
monumental-archaeological area of ash-Shaw-
bak, albeit step by step (FIG. 22)!6.

5. In a way, it’s time to conceive how ‘pub-
lic” — or if, in this regard, we can to better de-

21. ash-Shawbak: The Crac de Montréal and Saladin are
back!.

14, An occasional element that can give an idea of how specific
cultural approach and sensibility of a humanistic education can play
a impaortant role also for growth programs, of course set up with
the multidisciplinary skills of the case, and it can here constitute
an example for a circumstance that it has proved useful for setting
up consequential practical actions. When local administrators (mu-
nicipality of ash-Shawbak), in the face of our concerns about the
perspective, in case of growth of the area following the planned ac-
tions, of possible building speculations that (would be) fatal for a
landscape context of the nicety and fragility of the nearby area hilly,
they described the multi-ownership structure of the land, typical of
the Bedouin tribal tradition, which created a stratified and complex
network (for relationships not only economic and material) among
dozens of families on the same funds, often even of modest size. A
description (deepening the question) that finally appeared familiar
to a medievalist: it was something very similar to the “pro indiviso”
properties usual in the documentation of the central centuries of our
Middle Ages, in many areas entered into customary law, sometimes
up (in case in Tuscany) to the Leopoldine reforms of the *700 TI-
luminist. An observation that, for example, could also played a role
in the “pro indiviso meal for the customers of the Montréal hotel”,
realized by — a significant aspect — for the women of local families.

15. A sign of the effectiveness ol public archeology actions can
also be found over time. In the village of ash-Shawbak, at this point
the relationship between local growth (economy), management of
archaeological-monumental Heritage (the *castle’, at this point eru-
sader but also *of Saladin’) consequent sense of belonging (identity)
and work that is carried out on the archacological site (research),
is at all community evident, Well, since 2013, large nurales have
begun to appear on the main street of the village, representing the
castle that proudly dominates the village from its steep hill ..,

It is therefore possible to go beyond what was observed by Galanzeh
Hejazeen 2007: “the development of tourism is funded and agreed
upon by foreign “imagemakers/ investors” and state elites (Linton
1987, 6), and that, as a result, the local communities are not con-
sulted and do not take part in the tourism development process or
share the resulting benelfits, even in the more developed tourist sites
like Petra.” (P. 28), also observing that “tourism began in Jordan
after archaeological excavations, which highlighted the importance
of the cultural heritage, not only for western societies, but also for
the communities living near or around the tourist sites (Interview in
Sept. 2004). (P. 56).

16. See supran. 12,
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Shawbak: masterplan and visit paths

22. ash-Shawbak: masterplan and visit paths.

fine ‘civil’ — the same approach of the archaeo-
logical mission, in a more extensive, systematic
and conscious of a role that, in fact original,
involves all the responsibilities of a recog-
nized form of intercultural communication (and
practice). From this perspective archaeologists
working in the Near East are objectively cultur-
al mediators: mediators between the cultures of
the past and those of the present and mediators
between European culture (and Western), in our
case, and that of their host countries (FIG. 23)17
. The issue about archaeological missions is:
for a new cultural approach, beyond the crisis.

23, Petra, the Mose’s Valley (Wadi Miisa), the Li Vaux
Moises of frank sources: Bedouin village in 1986,
now Petra’s tourist ‘lung’. A. outside / B. inside of
the base and car of the Mission (Photo A. Marx).

With an oxymoron, the ‘future” experience of
our project. Finally, like a new beginning for
our mission (and, perhaps, not only for our...).

The recent consolidation of a structural cri-
sis that hit the Mediterranean societies of the
Near East, poses also the question of how to
perform more efficiently, but also in a cultural
context of higher ethics, the role of interna-
tional archaeological missions. The sector of
the archaeological Heritage, in particular, is
today at the center of an unprecedented attack
that, however, dramatically demonstrates the
powerful contemporary role of archaeological
science. Said Benedetto Croce: if authentic,
the history of any period, is always contempo-
rary!®, and the same can be applied to archeol-
ogy, as demonstrated by the martyrdom (“Wit-
ness’, a term which here recovers its ancient
dignity) of our colleague Khaled al-Asaad in
Palmira for a world, not only archaeological,
which it must be deeply reconsidered (FIG. 24).
Given the current structural crisis, albeit with
its Euro-Mediterranean specifics, to get out of
it together, we need to propose better cultural
models (more ethical-more efficient: between
the two aspects, we believe, there is a consistent
relationship) than those with which we entered
such crisis and which show, however, also in
different contexts, not to ‘run’ the most. In the
case of archaeological missions in the Middle
Easl (and not only), whose scientific produc-
tivity requires continuity, but in environmental
conditions now critically unstable, there is the
practical problem of how to redesign our ac-
tivities in order to act virtuously in a new, diffi-
cult, situation, but that might reveal interesting
points of view for both parties.

The same renewal of the archaeologies,
started some lustrums ago, allows the planning
of new programs that, in different ways, how-
ever, move the relationship between setting of

17. This is how Stefano Valentini, an orientalist archacologist co-
organizer of an interesting conference held in Florence on arche-
ology in times of erisis, recently expressed himself (Conferenza
Programmatica degli Archeologi del Vieino Oriente. Iraq e Siria. ‘1l
Patrimonio archeologico tra rischi e prospettive’, Firenze, Palagio
dei Capitani di Parte Guelfa, 16-17 Dicembre 2016); but there is still

a long way to go if the activity of the archaeologists still is “focused
on the elucidation of a particular time-period and the reinterpreta-
tion of that period. The cullure around us was not part of our frame
of reference.” (Galanzeh Hejazeen 2007: 136).

18. ... ogni vera storia é storia contemporanea ..." (Croce [938: 5).
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24. European day of righteous, 2016. Rimini, ‘Park of the
Righteous’: a tree for Khaled.

the research (including historicist methodology
and ‘public’ guidelines of the archeology) and
exploitation of results. A planning practice that
proposes, for the future, to deal with the current
Euro-Mediterranean crisis in terms conceptu-
ally reformulated; replanning the approach and
the assets of the Missions, giving new hierar-
chies to the goals and setting an external pro-
jectuality — attractive (cultural identity) and
income (socioeconomic development) — to be
shared with the different sections of local reali-
ties. The experience of our mission (its settings,
developments and prospects) — Florentine and
European; Territorial, Light and Public (Van-
nini, Nucciotti 2012) — constitutes for us an ex-
perimental basis for a new ‘civil’ configuration,
also favored by a convergent methodological
praxis: among remodeling of archaeological
readings, roles reformulation and relationships
with local institutional (and non institutional)
components, and the establishment of programs
centered on the relationship between selection
of scientific results and socially shared projects:

between communication, Heritage governance,
contributions to the identity of the local — and
not only — communities (FIG. 25).

It comes to interpreting the current crisis in
accordance with a planning that aims to over-
come some conditions no longer appropriate to
our times and to open perspectives, including
scientific issues and ‘public’ subjectivity, even
unexpected. So, if the collaboration will come
to be truly shared with local subjectivities, also
for renewed goals, also on local scientific needs
(especially in the sense of locally felt), we may
foresee — in the medium-long term — field re-
scarch on the ground also with reversed roles,
(from Jordan even in Italy, France, Poland,
Spain: our partners): initiatives then on impulse
also by Jordanian expertise integrated in the
mission (also with interuniversity agreements
and with the DoA), or alone; as it should be sci-
entifically rational and culturally right. In other
terms, the perspective of overcoming for good
the classical structure of international archaeo-
logical missions, with its cumbersome legacy
of a colonial origin.

Finally, what can we do, in the face of the
‘politics’ of Daesh on archaeological cultural
heritage of the Middle East? Meanwhile this: to
stay close to our local colleagues who, on this
front, are courageously fighting to defend their
cultural roots; which are also ours, as euro-

Archaeological evidence of an integration

25. Archaeological evidence of an integration. Lintel of
the Ayyubid palace and water jug bearing Islamic and
Christian symbols: from the government to daily life
(Photo A, Marx).
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Mediterranean (at least since the time of Hector
and Achilles...) and belonging to the humanity
itself.
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