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Abstract:

Jordon underwater survey in the seashore of the Islamic city of Ayla finds parts of sunken Marine
harbor back to Umayyad period Islamic period towards the end of Fatimid period (650-1116 AD).

The port consists of an underwater barrier (breakwater) with a L-shape (45%8m) (17%x8m). The
barrier is connected to a solid mud floor which extends outside the coast. The solid mud floor was
found to be interspersed with a two-lane corridor which connects the port and the sea gate to Islamic
city of ('Avlah) and its stores, it is suggested that the lane was used for the transport of the port’s
imports and exports. Probably in future we can find other port facilities in the site. Experts involved in
the survey expect that the marine harbor includes other components to be unveiled, such as a furnace
for the production of pottery and space for ship maintenance, shipbuilding, anchors and sails among
other maritime facilities. During the underwater survey, numerous stone anchors were found, these
anchors are of different size and shapes. The stone anchors are found at the site is likely to have been
produced there.

Through out fragments pottery, stone and metal artifacts, we are in the way to identify the extent
of the activity of the port of Ayla, which links the commercial road from the Levant, Hijaz, Egypt and
the Maghreb with the maritime navigational route that reaches India, East and South Asia and Africa.

The site was exposed to many of severe earthquakes. The layers shows debris of the wall collapsed
around the breakwater and harbor. In addition to, the site was also exposed to burn during Fatimid
time that show on the layers of ash and the burning traces on the mud floor of the .harbor.

This survey is part of many maritime construction have not been . discovered yet In future, the
excavations and survey may identify the extent of the activity of the harbor of Ayla and a new study
for Islamic harbors in Jordan.
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