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Introduction ;
The 1984-96 excavations of the Hippodrome headed by the
late architect-restorer Antoni Ostrasz, the excavations at
the Upper Temple of Zeus complex in 1999 and 2000 by
IFAPO and, in particular, the latest excavations of the City
Walls in 2000 and 2001! have brought to light Late Hel-
lenistic and Early Roman pottery hitherto unknown and
poorly represented in Gerasa. Whilst until recently one had
usually resource to limited material of mixed assemblages
from second century AD and later foundations or recycled
tombs, the latest finds come from homogeneous, well-
stratified and separated archaeological contexts of pre-
Roman and Early Roman Jarash. The distinct loci and con-
texts of the pottery assemblages are associated with single
period tombs, natural rock cavity fillings of which at least
one is probably related to sacrificial offerings, pre-second
century AD foundation trench levels and kiln waste dumps.
The variety, quality and, above all, quantity of the pottery
from each context permit a closer look at local man-
ufacture, also with regard to commercial compatibility on
an international market, offering archaeological evidence
for historical and cultural interpretations of this early pe-
riod in classical Gerasa.

The pottery forms (and wares) presented on FIGS. 1 and
22 fit securely, according to their stratified and homo-
geneous Gerasa contexts, within the first two centuries BC
and AD. Some forms are known elsewhere in northern Jor-
dan (e.g. Pella and Gadara) and in the neighbouring coun-

tries of the Levant (e.g. Beirut, Tall Anafa, Jerusalem, Cae-
sarea) from the end of the second century BC (FIG. 1: 8
and FIG. 2: 9-10; no. 18 is discussed with the painted
sherds in FIG. 2, see below). Some early or ‘BC’ fragments
and pots like those shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 were often
found mixed with later or ‘AD’ types in tombs or as part of
the dirt fill for second century Roman foundations in Ge-
rasa: in these cases, neither their ante nor their post quem of
local manufacture and thus commercial circulation can be
accurately determined without comparative contextual
studies.

The rocky terrain, Roman building activities disturbing
and dismantling earlier buildings down to their founda-
tions, later occupations and multiple use of earlier hypo-
gean tombs have often obliterated defined sequences of
second and first century BC deposits in Gerasa. It is for-
tunate, therefore, that the bulk of the archaeological con-
texts dealt with here have provided a solid base for the
chronological grouping of the assemblages as well as sin-
gle forms, some of whose earliest contextual evidence date
to the early first century BC, and before.3

The undisturbed stratigraphy and /or loci of the sites
listed below made it possible to establish major relative se-
quences of the pottery assemblages per site and their con-
texts. These deposits and/or contexts are:

- The hypogean tombs close to Hadrian’s Arch, sealed be-
fore its construction in AD 129 (Abu Dalu 1995; Kehr-
berg and Ostrasz 1997; Seigne and Morin 1995);

I The writer has collaborated with the hippodrome 1984-1996 excava-
tions, sponsored by the DoA, and the IFAPO 1997-2000 excavations
in the capacity of archaeologist and ceramicist. The final publications
of the hippodrome excavations are in preparation (volume 1 by An-
toni A. Ostrasz, p.h., with a contribution by I. Kehrberg, and volume
2 by I. Kehrberg, with contributions); it has been agreed by the editor
of BAMA that both volumes will be submitted to BAMA for publica-
tion. The Jarash City Walls Project (JCWP) is still ongoing and is co-
directed by the writer.

The illustrations of this article show a selection of more or less
known early Gerasene pottery and introduce painted pottery which is
as yet unknown on other contemporary sites in Jordan, whether in
contemporary contexts or scattered (see below notes 7 and 8). Photos

FIG. 2:11-17 were taken F. Bernel and J.-P. Braun, assisted by G.
Humbert. The pottery shown here is from the writer’s Jarash corpi of
the hippodrome 1984-1996, the upper temple of Zeus complex 1997-
2000 and the city wall 2000 and 2001 excavations.

3 The JCWP excavations of 2001 discovered the earliest classical-
period archaeological evidence so far of Gerasa, going back to the
late second century BC when the town was still called ‘Antioch on
the Chrysorhoas’, cf. Kehrberg and Manley 2002b; 2002¢; 2002d.
The Late Hellenistic or late second century BC tomb contents have
confirmed my suggestions in this paper delivered in Sydney prior to
the discovery about Gerasa’s early population and ceramics, esp. in
view of the lagynoi funerary cult at Gerasa.
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5 (JHB41) 6 (JZ21159)

8 (GZ1214)

7 (JCW1)

L. nos. 1 - 8: 1. Ist c. BC/AD miniature juglet-unguentarium, prov. context pre-hippodrome; 2. 1st c. BC/AD unguentarium, prov.
context pre-hippodrome; 3. 1st c. to 2nd c. AD libation cup, prov. context pre-upper Zeus temple; 4. 1st c. to 2nd c. AD libation
cup, prov. context pre-hippodrome; S. Ist c. to early 2nd c. AD rouletted carinated bowl, prov. context pre-hippodrome; 6. 1st c.
BC/AD splash-painted carinated bowl, prov. context pre-upper Zeus temple; 7. 1st c. BC to AD 2-handled basin, prov. context pre-
city wall; 8. late 2nd/1st c. BC cooking pot, prov. Context pre-upper Zeus temple.
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2. nos. 9 - 18: 9. Ist c. BC bowl, prov. context pre-upper Zeus temple; 10. 1st c. BC bowl frgt, prov. context pre-upper Zeus temple;
11. Ist c. BC bichrome and incised jug frgt, prov. context pre-city wall; 12. Ist c. BC trichrome neck jug frgt, prov. context pre-
hippodrome; 13. st c. BC, prov. context pre-city wall; 14. 1st c. BC bichrome dish frgt, prov. context pre-city wall; 15. 1st ¢. BC
trichrome 2-handled jar frgt, prov. context pre-hippodrome; 16. Ist c. BC bichrome jar or jug frgt, prov. context pre-upper Zeus
temple; 17. Ist c. BC bi-and trichrome jug, jar and bowl frgts, prov. contexts pre-upper Zeus temple; 18. late 2nd-early 1st c¢. BC
lagynos, prov. context Late Hellenistic tomb pre-city wall.

-191-



INA KEHRBERG

- Other nearby tombs and those sealed by the neighbouring
hippodrome and its arena, at the latest just after the arch
was built (Kehrberg and Ostrasz 1997: 167-68; see also
Mliffe 1945); (FIG. 1: 2, 4; FIG. 2:12, 15);

- Foundation fills of the cavea of the hippodrome, built af-
ter 129 but latest by mid-second century AD (Ostrasz
1989; Kehrberg 1989); (FIG. 1: 1, 5);

- The rock cemetery or ‘funerary gardens’ (for parallel see
Savvonidi 1994) immediately south of the upper temple
of Zeus and east underlying the foundation of the grand
staircase of the upper temple, latest sealing date being ca.
AD 161-3 for the upper temple construction (Welles
1938: 380-381, inscriptions nos. 11 and 12; cf. also Braun
1998) (FIG. 1: 3, 6; FIG. 2: 8-10, 16, 17). An earlier or at
latest a first century AD ‘closing date’ of the cemetery
space or ‘open-air sanctuary’ (for parallels see Dar 1993
and Kron 1999) in order to install the upper Zeus temple
complex, is borne out by artefactual evidence from the
stratified contexts under its foundations; an early closure
date for urban redevelopment plans is furthermore cor-
roborated by the neighbouring South Theatre whose con-
struction began in the 80s (Welles 1938: 398-399, in-
scriptions no 51-AD 81-83; no 52-AD 83-96), and by the
latest discoveries of an early second century AD city wall
(see below). The lower terrace of the Zeus sanctuary be-
longs to the first century (Seigne et al. 1986; Seigne
1993), additional indication of the whole area having
been closed off by the Roman-period city council for ur-
ban development before building was actually carried
out, or at least to allow for phased implementing.

- Last — and perhaps most importantly — is the discovery
of the foundation trench of the early second century AD
city wall northwest of the South Theatre (Braun, Kehr-
berg and Manley 2001; Kehrberg and Manley 2002a).
The trench was cut into a first century BC pottery kiln
waste dump which had ceased to be used by the end of
the first century AD (FIG. 1: 7; FIG. 2: 11, 13, 14). Apart
from a few forms which are known to have survived until
the early second century AD (or have been found in such
a dated context), there is no second century AD material
in this rich artefactual and undisturbed context with a sin-
gle coin of Obodas III.# The filling of the trench can be
securely dated to the early second century AD (Kehrberg
and Manley 2002a), perhaps to the same time as the first
use of the South Theatre where a later inscription sug-
gests that the theatre was not actually used or completed
until then (see Welles 1938: 399, inscription no 53-AD
119-120). The findings of three further sondages along

the northern city wall foundations in the JCWP 2001
season have confirmed the early second century AD
foundation date of the west wall (Kehrberg and Manley
2002b; 2002c; 2002d).

The above loci were sealed at the latest in the early to
mid-second century AD by what are now the remains of
building activities, and have not been disturbed since. In-
scriptions, coins and other finds have provided an upper
date of these Roman activities and ‘occupations’ suc-
ceeding the first century BC and AD contexts. Some of the
pottery and associated contextual finds, which also con-
tained coins at least providing a lower date limit, have
been corroborated in dated contexts at other sites of Jarash,
as for instance the remains of the so-called temple of Dio-
nysus under the Cathedral, last excavated in the 1990s by a
Swiss team and dated to the first century AD, with a sec-
ond building phase, much like the temples of the Zeus and
Artemis sanctuaries, in the second century AD (Jaggi et al.
1997: 313; 1998: 426).

The pottery is not shown, however, to discuss its dating,
nor each to be compared individually with pottery from ex-
cavations of other monumental sites in Jarash: the former
is already known and the latter needs more archaeological
investigation. Excepting the lagynos (see below), there are
no specific typological analogies drawn with parallels
from their Late Hellenistic and Early Roman cousins of the
Greek and Roman world (on specific form studies and
chronological markers see e.g. Hayes 1991: 18ff.; 2000;
Rotroff 1997a; 1997b). In spite of obvious con-
temporaneity, suggestions are by no means conclusive, my
study of the early Gerasa corpi (see above listed sites) be-
ing at an early stage where one cannot yet talk, for ex-
ample, of popularity of any type in a local historical con-
text.> The number of pots and sherds from the combined
contexts is sufficient, however, to look at the range of types
produced in Gerasa, at the standard of manufacture and cal-
culate quantitative estimates. The general adherence to or
ignorance of ‘international’ norms by potters may be in-
ferred, but the associated contexts are still too few, too spe-
cific and too similar to infer ipse dixit a wide range of use
or popularity for one specific type or another (and their
fluctuation) during the first two centuries BC and AD.

The pottery of FIGS. 1 and 2 are some examples of
forms and wares shared by above cited assemblages. What
one sees is not specifically representative, there are other
forms and many variations within each form category, not-
ably among the smaller vessels, the bowls or cups (FIG. 1).
It is important to note, however, that the different types

4 The coin had been tentatively identified before cleaning as Aretas
IV, it has since been cleaned and read by Christian Augé to represent
Obodas III; C. Augé will publish the coin. The dating of the context
JCWO00.55 is not effected as both kinds of Nabataean coinage were
in circulation until then.

5 The city wall excavations in September-October 2001 (JCWP2001,

cf. Kehrberg and Manley 2002b; 2002c; 2002d) has added valuable
stratified contexts and quantitative material for in-depth scrutiny and
will bring us closer to a balanced picture of early Gerasene pottery
manufacture. Another JCWP season of excavation along the east and
centre west city walls has been carried out in September-October 2002.
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