EXCAVATIONS ON THE CITADEL, AMMAN

HIS work was carried out to clear an area for the building of the Jordan Archaeo-

logical Museum during the months of October and November 1949. The area
cleared was merely that on which the building was to be erected, and was roughly cruci-
form in shape, the greatest lengths being 26 m. A courtyard and several rooms of a large
house, and beginnings of other houses, all of the Early Umayyad period, were revealed,
the walls of the main building still standing to a height of 24 m. in the highest part. The
houses were cleared to floor level, and pits sunk down to bedrock, the depth of which
varies tremendously, revealed only a jumbled, comparatively sterile layer.

The area is situated on the south side of the western, highest part of the citadel, and
it appears that during the Roman (or less probably the Hellenistic) period all early
remains were swept away to make room for a new town planning scheme. This is con-
firmed by deep excavations by builders on the slopes of the citadel which reveal jumbled
but inverted stratification. It is only on the lower, eastern section that there are any early
remains, and these appear to be mostly of the Iron Age. It is certain, however, from a
tomb group in the vicinity, that it was also occupied during the Hyksos period, and one
would expect so strongly defended a position, with such a fine water supply close by, to
have been occupied during all the historic periods.

The material is important inasmuch as it is one of the rare occasions when we have
Umayyad buildings and objects of the ordinary man. Most work in the period has been
done on palaces, and indeed there are not many sites where it is possible to find the com-
mon houses, most of them having been long since built over.! It would appear that
Amman was quite a flourishing Umayyad village, if not town, for the style of house and
the quality of objects found in it are not the style and quality associated with squatters.

The Buildings (see plan, Fig. 1). The main house consisted of a courtyard, the
entrance to which must be outside the area of excavation to the west, with rooms open-
ing off it on the west, north and east sides. One room on the north side had a door
considerably wider than any of the others: it was probably the open liwan or guest-room.
Walls are fairly thick and built of reused Roman blocks and rough flint rubble held
together by mud plaster. Only rooms C, D and F had traces of lime plaster on the walls.
Floors were of beaten earth, and door sills, except for the stone sill to room F (Pl I, 6),
were flush with the floors. In the courtyard was a kind of raised platform of very rough
construction, and from the north-east and north-west corners channels conducted water
from the roof to the cistern in room J. This cistern is cut in the rock (see section) and is
probably earlier than the building in which it was incorporated. There was an entrance
to another cistern against the north wall of F, but it had collapsed, and it was not possible
to clear it. The door between rooms D and E had been blocked up and used as a

1 In Syria, XX, 1939, pp. 239 ff., Sauvaget describes the Umayyad remains at Jebel Seis, but there was no
;xcavation, and only plans and photos of buildings are given: they are remarkably well squared up for Umayyad
uildings.
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cupboard (Pl I, 1), in which was found a selection of glass, pottery and lamps. A rect-
angular limestone trough was in the south-east corner of room N, and a circular one in
he same corner of J. A clay oven stood against the west wall of F, close by which were a
number of soapstone cooking pots (PL I, 7), and a water jar, No. 48.

The house on the east, of which only one complete room and parts of three others
were seen, was more ambitious architecturally. A great quantity of plain large white
tesserac in room K suggested that the upper storey at that point had a mosaic floor: in
this room was another large rectangular limestone trough (PL. I, 4). Rooms L and M
had what was probably a basement and a ground floor level both supported on arches
(see section, Fig. 1 and PL. I, g). The arches of the basement were intact, but those of the
ground floor had collapsed and fallen through into the basement. These rooms were
only cleared up to the limit required by the building.

There is little to say about the houses on the north and south, except that that on the
north was at a much higher level, and they were both of inferior workmanship to the
main house. The walls of rooms A and D are built on the remains of earlier walls.

The Objects. The only objects other than sherds from the houses on the north, west and
south were the bone inlay from rooms A and B (Pl II), the glass and glass mosaics
from room M (PL V, 24) and a few amorphous pieces of iron and iron nails from
various rooms.

From the main house, however, we recovered a good selection of objects of all kinds,
including a few coins. Only one of the latter, definitely Umayyad, was found in the
floor of room J: the rest were in the filling, and consist of two more early Umayyad, one
Byzantine-Arab transition and one of Claudius Gothicus. They have been identified by

Sir Alec Kirkbride, K.C.M.G.

INvENTORY OF OBJECTS

Room C

1. Crushed bronze bowl, just above floor level (not illustrated).
2. Spoon-like object, iron, leaning against north wall, on floor (P1. II). J1683.
3. Silver earring (?), high in filling (P II). J1691.

Room D

4. Bronze censer, found about 2§ cm. above floor level against the north wall, This unusual
piece is apparently of cast bronze, body, lid and handle being made separately. The body is
cylindrical with a disc base projecting beyond the cylinder and making a flange, to which three
legs are attached. There is another flange at the top with three ornamented projections pierced
with a small hole. The place of the fourth projection is taken by the hinge which holds the lid on.
The lid is in the form of a dome with a series of arched openings in the drum. Three rectangular
holes have been cut in the dome, which is surmounted by a knob. The handle is a tube of bronze
ending in a crude lion’s head, and is attached to the body by three rivets. It is placed between two
legs, which makes the whole piece unbalanced and prevents it from standing flat. The body and



