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The Other Side of the Jordan

by

Dr. H. J. Franken

The late professor Paul W. Lapp once
wrote that the land of the Bible was still
largely unknown to us, notwithstanding all the
past and present excavations in and around

Palestine.! He showed that by cooperation
between archaeologists problems could often be
solved that otherwise would remain problems
for a long time. Yet cooperation in planning
and programming the archaeological research
in an entire region or country seems to be one
of the most unlikely expectations anywhere in
the world. This is not only due to nationalistic
divisions and the nature of financial resources.
It is also due to the fact that often scholars
work on one particular period or problem,
which they try to solve by means of excava-
tions. This is not to say that such a scholarly
purpose is always strictly speaking the motive
for an excavation. But at least this ought to be
so, if the disconnected nature of so much ar-
chaeological research is to be justified. The
question is then whether there is not a more
general purpose behind these activities that
lead to excavations. And there is, or rather
there are some major trends which can be
broadly defined as follows:

1. The study of the great monuments
which date from classical times to the great
age of Muslim architecture.

2. The study of the biblical period which
is often taken to begin at least ca. 2000 B.C..
3. The study of the prehistoric periods.

This division also divides the archaeo-

(1) P. W. Lapp, “Palestine: Known but Mostly Un-
known,” in The Biblical Archaeologist, XXVI (1963,
no. 4, pp. 121-134.

(2) G. W. Dimbley, “Pollen Analysis,” in E. Pyddoke,

logists into categories of interest and to a
certain extent into different worlds. Scholars
of the Classical, early Christian and Islamic
tradition consider the Jordanian territory as
one of the important aspects of their field to
be studied in connection with the other geogra-
phical areas. Those of the prehistoric Near
Eastern cuitures find in Jordan some highly
important sites like Beiddha, Jericho, Teleilat
Ghassul, and prehistoric stone monuments.
However their world is also connected with
wide areas between the Atlantic and the In-
dian Ocean.

Archaeologists of the biblical field move
in a much more limited area: that of Pales-
tine and its immediate surroundings, with the
exception of those scholars who study the
earliest Christian epoch. The activities of this
group of biblical field archaeologists are our
primary concern for the moment. Do they
have an overall interest and how do they
choose their objectives? The archaeologist
whose main concern is the biblical period is
often also interested in the other ficlds of ex-
cavation. He may occasionally excavate an
Early Bronze Age site or even an earlier one.
He knows the pottery and probably some flint
industries of those earlier periods. Yet pre-
historic archaeology which is rapidly be-
coming a very specialised branch of Near
Eastern research can no longer be considered
a spare time occupation for the archaeologist
of historical periods. Whoever excavates a
Chalcolithic site today and does not bring
home a pollen diagram? has made a grave

The Scientist and Archaeology, (London-New York,
1963), pp. 56-79; id. in Science in Archaeology, (Bristol,
:,963),1;61.%.) 139-149; 1d., Plants and Archaeology, (Lon-
on, A



mistake, which a prehistorian would not make.
The earlier the period one is excavating, the
more urgent the need for ecological studies,
including analysis of soils, animal and vege-
table remains. This aspect is neglected to a
very large extent by archaeologists of the
historical periods. It does not belong yet to
the tradition of their excavation practices,
and so they tackle prehistoric sites with lack
of exnerience. One can however argue that
this ecological research ought to be part of the
routine work on later sites too. We often are
inclined to forget that an Iron Age site, which
belongs to the historical period is a prehistoric
site from the purely technical point of view.
There is no technical difference in the ar-
chaeological aprroach to the excavation of a
Chalcolithic, Early Bronze Age, or an Iron Age
site. Every animal bone that can be identified
should be kept on an excavation of an Iron Age
site. What is often kept are bones found in or
near a sanctuary. But this is done for the pur-
pose of the study of ritual. Do we not want to
know the diet of the population? Frequency
charts of pottery like the one published in Deir
cAlla VolI® show at which rate pottery was
used and what the ratio is between the dif-
ferent types. In the same way one could dis-
cover the ratio of different animals that were
bred or hunted for food.4

This is one example of neglect of an
aspect of the evidence which is available but
overlooked. This example serves the purpose
of our argument in that it illustrates that ex-
cavators of the so-called biblical rperiod in
Jordan have something in mind which narrows
and focuses their interest on select archaeological
information, resulting in neglect of other. Why
should bones from a sanctuary be kept and
those found in a courtyard of a house not?
The answer is simple. The ritual of the

(3) H. J. Franken and J. Kalsbeek, Excavations at
Tell Deilr ‘Alla, (Leiden, 1969), vol. I, p. 242,

(4) F. E. Zeuner, A History of Domesticated Animals,
London, 1963; D. Brothwell and E. Higgs, Science in
Archaeology, (Bristol, 1963), section II.

sanctuary seems more important than the
ways of life of the persons who performed
the ritual. It should be clear that one would
gain by a comparison of the animals that
were found in the sanctuary with those that
were present-in the community but not used
for sacrifice. In itself this is reason enough
for keeping all the “diagnostic” bones found
during excavation. If one only keeps the
bones from sacrifice one clearly does this for
comparison with facts known from literary
sources. The chances of missing other
evidence concerning the ritual, for instance
the offering of birds are serious enough. Ar-
chaeologists have found the lamb, known to
have been part of the Israelite rituals, but not
the animals that were used in the offering ritual
which they are actually trying to reconstruct.
Or are they? Are archaeologists seriously
attempting to study the ancient history, the
economy, the population of a site or in fact
only trying “to fit in” what is found in evidence
already known from existing literary sources,
like the Old Testament? Trying to identify sites
with places known from the Old Testament is a
reasonable enough procedure. But trying to use
the Old Testament as an index for the inter-
pretation of what one finds at a site is an
erroneous way of digging altogether. The fallacy
of this methodology has been very lucidly
demonstrated by H. J. Eggers® and others.
That it is a mistaken procedure can be
easily demonstrated from the excavations at’

tell Deir cAlla. I refer only to my own finds,
but other examples could be cited from both

the East and the West Bank. Tell Deir cAlla
is commonly identified with Succoth®, mention-
ed several times in the Old Testament. I have
suggested the possibility of another identifica-
tion, but I cannot find conclusive evidence
for it.7 But the identification with Succoth
becomes extremely difficult in the light of the
archaeological finds and their interpretation.

(5) H. J. Eggers, Einfiihrung in die Vorgeschichte,
(Miinchen, 19539), chapter IV.

(6) N. Glueck, “Explorations in Eastern Palestine,” in
AASOR, XXV-XXVIII (1951), no. IV, pp. 347-350,

(7) Franken-Kalsbeek, op. cit., p. 7.



Notwithstanding this situation one finds that
from a purely dogmatic type of reasoning
Aharoni has to state that Deir cAlla is Suc-
coth.®2 I admit that it is a wonderful site, but
I cannot see what was so wonderful about
biblical Succoth. Was it a town, a village,
a piece of land, a region, a camping place?
But no clear answer is given by Aharoni, or
by any other Old Testament scholar, as far
as I am aware of. Obviously the Bible is not
clear about it. In fact, Deir CAlla was a sanct-
uary in the Late Bronze Age. In the Iron Age
it was still a holy place and from the 7th
century we have again a large sanctuary. In
the Early Iron Age a village was attched to
it. The question of the archaeologist to the
biblical scholar is therefore: does this main
aspect agree with what is known about bib-
lical Succoth? Can one interpret the biblical
words: “Jacob made a booth for his sheep
at Succoth” (would anybody in his senses
build booth for sheep in the Valley?) as a
euphemism and read:Jacob built a large
sanctuary for his god(s)? If not, it seems
reasonable to . suppose that Deir °cAlla is
situated in the region of Succoth, but is not to
be identified with it. In stead of asking
whether the archaeological evidence fits in
with the biblical evidence about Succoth, the
archaeologist has to ask whether the biblical
evidence fits in with what he finds. This seems
to be one and the same question, but it is not.
The existence of a very large sanctuary at
Deir cAlla can no longer be denied. Does the
biblical evidence concerning Succoth “fit in”
with that? It is not the archaeological evidence
which is under discussion but the interpreta-
tion of the biblical text. Here is a problem
for the Old Testament scholars, not for the
excavator who has brought to light one im-
portant aspect of life in the Late Bronze and

Iron Age in Transjordan. These are in fact
two ways open. Either one follows closely the

(8) Y. Aharoni, The Land of the Bible, (London, 1967),
pp. 241-242,

evidence excavated from the tell, or one tries
to strengthen a myth. The example of identi-
fication of the unknown with the known and
the myth that is at stake is not an isolated one.

What is the crux of the matter? Largely
the fact that archaeology of the pre-christian
historical period is dominated by a myth. This
is the myth created in Old Testament Jeru-
salem about the countries surrounding ancient
Israel. The stories that were told about those
countries, about the journeys of tribes through
them, and the wars they fought. The places
they once conquered were gradually put in a
framework that was largely designed to serve
religious and  educational purposes. The
“verification” of the historical truth of these
traditions did not come so much from the past,
it came from the religious interpretation of the
history of the people, and it was shaped in the
royal and religious centres. It was true because
these traditions described the great deeds of
the god of Icrael. The view expressed by the
proghets of the Old Testament became the
textbook and educational outlook after the
Babylonian exile. And in a large measure
this view still serves as point of depariure for
the archaeologists who work on the East Bank
of the Jordan.

One has only to read Glueck’s “Explora-
tions in Trans Jordan™® to find how from ca.
2000 B.C. his whole interpretation of the
history of the country is based on biblical
data. It begins with the destruction of the
so-called M.B. I civilization, which he at-
tributes to the raid of Chedorlaomer, leader
of five kings.l0 After that Jordan lay waste

until shortly before the Israelite tribes crossed
Edom, Moab and some regions farther north

to reach Palestine. The kingdoms they met on
their way had just been established. Glueck
has accordingly dated his finds to these
biblical-historical events which in fact are

(9) Cf. fn. 6; also D. Winton Thomas, Archaeology
and Old Testament Study, (Oxford, 1967), p. 429ff,

(10) Genesis 14:5ff.



part of the religious tradition of ancient
Israel. One wonders which came first a
biblical date for Chedorlaomer or an archa-
eological date for the end of the M.B. I civili-
zation. Did Glueck find clear evidence for the
dates of two events; (a) the Chedorlaomer
raid, and (b) the destruction of the M.B. I
civilization so that he cou!d say that they
coincided? Or did he just guess that the M.B.
I stopped in Transjordan at the same time
that it stopped in Palestine and guess simul-
taneously that this coincided with the time
of Abraham and Chedorlaomer, and that this
king was able to destroy a whole country in
one raid?! All this even though we have no
fixed dates for these events and no idea of
how and when Transjordan became deser-
ted!12 Glueck suggested the identification like
he -suggested the beginning of the Moabite
kingdom—not on archaeological facts but on
biblical information from “Jerusalem”. How
wrong is the present day Israeli interpretation
of the Arabs? Is not their view largely
dominated by the present conflict and would
it have been so different in antiquity?
Glueck’s influence on biblical studies related
to “Eastern Palestine” is still very strong. His
view of the history of Transjordan is still
hailed as basic for further studies. G. Ernest
Wright says for example: *“. . . in the main
Glueck’s conclusions hold true because they
are based on a wide samgling from so many
hundreds of hitherto unknown sites. Various
skeptics still exist, but thus far the evidence
badducted has failed to change the overall pic-
ture materially.”’3 In fact much archaeolo-
gical evidence contradicts Glueck’s conclu-
sions. The criticism expressed above and
below is a genuine archaeological criticism
about his method of interpretation with the

(11) “Certainly they (that is ‘numerous settlements’)
do not seem to have been sufficiently confederated to
withstand the onslaught of the organized army which
moved against them, and which was able in one swiit
march through the land to lay waste all of them,”
cf, N. Glueck, The Other Side of the Jordan, (New
Haven, 1940), p. 125,

(12) K. M. Kenyon, Canaanites and Amorites, (Lon-
don, 1966), p. 64.

(13) G. E. Wright in J. Sanders, Near Eastern Archae-

aid of literary sources written from a biased
historical conception.

Turning back for a moment to the myth
of Aharoni about Succoth. Can Deir cAlla be
claimed as an Old Testament Israelite site
when it turns out that it was a large sanctuary
dating from Early Bronze Age to Persian
times which never cared for the religion of the
Israclites but went on in its own “pagan”
ways, while being cursed by Israelite priests
and prophets? But what do we know in fact?
We know of a religious, educational view of
responsible centres in Jerusalem. We know
hardly anything of the views of religious and
educational centres in Edom, Moab, Ammon
and these ancient kingdoms. What did they
think of Jerusalem? Our argument is this:
As long as finds in Jordan are interpreted in
the light of the Old Testament traditions
archaeology will not be able to reconstruct

_the past.

Basically the mistake is that archaeolo-
gists do not realise that evidence from the soil
is totally independent from any ideological
interpretation. A good example is the early
communist ideological correction of the Stone
Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age classification.
According to the ideologists in Russia it had
to be: 1. the forming of clans, 2. life in tribes,
3. the disintegration of the tribes, 4. the feudal
period. For educational purposes the exhibition
in the museums were arranged following this
theme, but did it reflect the true historical se-
quence? Behind it all is the idea that archaeo-
logy can be used to serve political purposes.

Another sad mistake made by Glueck is
that on the basis of his archaeological research
he dimly concluded that bedouin life was
totally destructive for civilization. In his view
it is again and again the savage tent-dweller

ologf' in the Twentieth Century, (New York, 1970),
p. 3l.

(14) An analysis of Glueck’s historical conclusions is
found in H. J. Franken, “Einiges uber die Methode
von archiologischen Oberflichenuntersuchungen,” in
A. Kuschke and E. Kutsch, Archiiologie und Altes
Testament, Tlibingen, 1970. Cf. also W. J. A. Power and
H. J. Franken in Vetus Testamentum, 1971 (forthcom-
ing) where a discrepancy is demonstrated between
what Glueck found and what he actually published.



who threatens to destroy the civilized centres.
Since his survey coincided with the veriod in
which world Zionism was prospecting the
country for its agricultural possibilities!® one
can easily understand that his interpretation
was influenced by the actualities of the day.
Is it so certain that the M.B. I civilization was

mainly based on agriculture and that this was-

the case for the Iron Age Kingdoms? It is
one thing to project a plan for the future into
the past as a fixed peg for interpretation of
antiquities, but it is quite a different thing
to apply meticulously the rules of prehistoric
research for each period under study. Each
period has its own problems and for each
period the archaeologist needs at least a good
deal of factual evidence from excavation, be-
fore he can be sure that the picture is reliable.
One has only to point to the difficulties of
tracing the settlement of Israelite tribes in
Palestine, how they adapted themselves to
sedentary life and how long it took them to
organize themselves to illustrate the fact that
no surface exploration can possibly solve
these problems. Glueck has brought to light a
great deal of wuseful information, but his
interpretation lacks both chronoligical and
historical precision. Thus it is useless for the
historian. Glueck definitely viewed the land
from “Jerusalem”. It is not his fault that he
was unaware of the possibilities of modern
precision in archaeological research. The mod-
ern archaeologist cannot follow his sweeping
generalizations. It is no longer possible to
jump to conclusions by equating biblical views
with archaeological finds, nor is it possible to
take a western interpretation of bedouin life
as an explanation for what happened in the
second millennium B.C.

The soil of Jordan is still full of secrets
concerning the history of the land. The temrle
mound of Deir ¢Alla is only one of the sur-

—

(15) Cf. N. H. Bein’s article in Jerusalem Post Week-
end Magazine, August 9, 1968, about negotiations in
Transjordan for the settlement of Jewish colonies there,

prises, indicating that the history of Jordan
has to be studied independently from foreign
sources. How would a history of Palestine
look if it were written and interpreted ex-
clusively from the ancient Egyptian sources.
The “Israel” of the Mernephta stele would
have been taken as one of the petty kingdoms
but there would hardly be any information at
all about the nature of the Israelite kingdom.
No doubt the Philistines would take up much
more space in such a history than the Israelite
tribes, of which most or all of the names would
have been forgotten. Glueck’s Other side of the
Jordan does not give us the “other side” of the
history of Jordan. And archaeology does not
give either side. It does not give opinions of
leaders of people, unless in the form of in-
scriptions. Otherwise it tells a tale about the
existence of cultures and the fate of those
cultures in broad outline. Before the archaeo-
logist can even begin to outline what ancient
Israel had to do with these cultures, he has to
know them. The archaeologist who claims that
the Bible provides the outline is wrong. The
Bible does not give anything like enough
archaeological information to trace such a cul-
tural history. Archaeology does not serve the
purpose of confirming what the historian thinks
he knows about a country. It serys§ the purpose
of finding fresh evidence, and it ‘it a means of
testing the reliability of written sources.

As an example of prejudiced archaeological
research one more conclusion of Glueck is
mentioned. According to Glueck Islam’s com-
ing to Jordan put an end to the Byzantine
civilization in this area. Comparatively speak-
ing extremely little archaeological work has
been done on the Arabic sites that are found
all over the country. Consequently there is a
black spot in the archaeological records, apart
from the few centres of Islamic administration.
For the Jordan Valley one can now show that



the end of intensive occupation on the East
side must have coincided with the beginning of
the Turkish administration. Up till those times
there was a very intensively cultivated valley

and countless ruins of sukar mills testify to the
flourishing farming culture in Medieval times.

Glueck either neglected or was unaware of this
influence of Islam when he drew his conclu-
sions. The study of the sedentary population
in Medieval times and its relation to the Arab
bedouin tribes by archaeological means is in-

10

dispensible for the understanding of the whole
history. Here we find the farmer and the herds-
man in comparatively recent times where they
can be studied more closely than in more
remote times. But it is not the biblical period.
Is it therefore less important? Jordan contains
in its soil a good deal of the other side of the
biblical historical narrative. When archaeolo-
gists concerned with the Old Testament want
to find evidence for further study of the rela-
tion of ancient Israel with this country, they
have to look for this “other side of the Jordan™.

H. J. Franken
Leiden University



The Pottery from the Roman Forum at Amman

by

Dr. Adnan Hadidi

Introduction ?

The insufficient stratified Hellenistic and
Roman pottery from East Jordan, including
Nabataean, which dates from the same period.
makes the sherds recovered in the Roman forum
at Amman particularly noteworthy.2 Indeed, no
stratified Hellenistic pottery has been publish-
ed yet, with the exception of two pots dis-
covered in a preliminary sounding at Pella in
the Jordan Valley and vaguely described as
“Hellenistic-Roman™”.3 When the stratified
pottery from Araq el-Emir is published, it
should hopefully fill considerable gaps in our
knowledge of the ceramic chronology of this
period.* The published stratified Roman pottery
is restricted to small amounts of Nabataean
sherds discovered in Petra during the course of
limited excavation and clearance of dump.®

(*) See plates pp. 43-45.

(1) The following abbreviations are used in this
article: AASOR—Annual of the American Schools
of Oriental Research, ADAJ—Annual of the Department
of Antiquities of Jordan, AJA—American Journal of
Archaeology, APEF—Annual of the Palestine Exp'ora-
tion Fund, BA—The Biblical Archaeologist, BASOR—
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research,
Pal. Cer. Chron.—Paul W. Lapp, Palestinian Ceramic
Chronology. New Haven, 1961, PEFQS—Palestine Ex-
ploration Fund Quarterly Statement, PEQ—Palestine
Exploration Quarterly, QDAP—Quarterly of the De-
partment of Antiquities of Palestine, RB___Revue
Biblique.

(2) These sherds were
of the Roman Forum
1967 as a joint project

recovered during the excavations
at Amman between 1964 and
of the Department of Antiquities
and the U.S. Agency for International Development
in Jordan. The writer was the archaeologist-in-
charge of these excavations and this article formed
chapter V of his dissertation, The Roman Forum at
Amman, which was submitted to the University of
Missouri in 1970 in partial fulfil!'ment of the require-
ments for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

(3) A. W. Funk & H. N. Richardson, “The 1958 Sound-
tizngf?t lzella", BA. Vol. XXI, 1958, p. 81, fig. 1 and p.
7, fig. 4.

{4) This material was recovered during the campai-
gns of 1960 & 1962 at this site and its publication has
been long overdue. It is hoped that the excavator
will be able to publish the finds very soon; see
Pal. Cer. Chron., p. v & BASOR, No. 171, 1963, pp. 19ff.

(5) These include, G. Horsfield & A. Conway, ‘“Histor-
ical & Toporaphical Notes on Edom with an Account
of the First Excavations at Petra” The Geographical
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These sherds are loosely dated to the period
between the first century B.C.and the sixth cen-
tury A.D. Other published pottery from East
Jordan comes exclusively from tombs. Each
one of these tombs was found disturbed either
by natural or human factors or both. The dat-
ing of this material within close limits is, there-
fore, extremely difficult.?

The lack of sufficient stratified material is a
serious handicap in the exact dating of Roman
pottery not only in East Jordan, but also in
Palestine and Syria. This state of affairs is
tersely summed up by G. L. Harding when he
remarks,

“It is a strange anomaly that pottery of
the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, can in Pal-
estine at any rate be dated by its contexts to

Journal, Vol. 76, 1930, pp. 369-390; A. Conway, in the
Illustrated London News, Nos. 1-2, 1930, pp. 160f and
182; J. H. Iliffe, “Nabataean Pottery from the Negeb'
QDAP., Vol. III, 1934, pp. 134ff., Pl. XLVII: M. A.
Murray and J. C. Ellis, A Street in Petra, 1940, Chapter
10, pp. 21ff.; G. and A. Horsfield, *“Sela-Petra, The
Rock, of Edom and Nabatene, IV. The Finds,” QDAP.,
Vol. IX, 1941, pp. 105-204, P!s. V A-XLIX B, Figs. 1-
55; Frank Garcia, “The Pottery of the Sealed Deposits:
Period I b-¢”, in Philip C. Hammond, The Excavation
of the Main Theater at Petra, 1961-1962, Chapter IX,
pp. 79-80, Pls. LI-LIX; Peter J. Parr, “Excavations at
Petra 1958-59,”" PEQ., July-December, 1960, pp. 124-135:
“The Capital of the Nabataeans,” Scientitic American,
Vol. 209, No. 4, October, 1963, pp. 94-102: for a typo-
logical study of Nabataean pottery from Petra, see
Philip C. Hammond, “A Classification of Nabataean
Fine Ware” AJA., Vol. 66, 1962, pp. 169-180; “Pattern
Families in Nabataean Painted Ware" AJA., Vol. 63,
1359, pp. 371-382; for a comprehensive summary of
the types, chronology and technique of Nabataean pot-
tery both in East Jordan and in Palestine, see Karl
Schmitt-Korte, *“Beitrag zur Nabatiischen Keramik'’
Archiiologischer Anzeiger, No. 3, 1968, pp. 497-519.

(6) 1Ibid., p. 502; it should be nated that in many
cases the sherds, lamps or pots are simpl!y described
“Late Hellenistic”, “Roman’”, “Byzantine’” or some-
times dated “lIst or 2nd”, “2nd or 3rd”, “3rd or 4th” and
S0 on, with a question mark very often added; see for
example G. and A. Horsfield, op. cit,, pp. 105ff. and
the remarks in Pal, Cer, Chron., p. 2, fn. 9.

(7) C. H. Kraeling, Gerasa, City of the Decapolis, 1938,
pp. 549-571, Plan XLVII; J. H. Liiffe, in QDAP., Vol.
XI, 1945, pp. 1-6; G. L. Harding, in QDAP., Vol. XIII,
1946, pp. 58-62; QDAP., Vol. XIV, 1950, pp. 81-94;
ADAJ., Vol. I, 1951, pp. 30-33.



within 25 or 50 years, with reasonable accuracy
whereas as soon as the historically far better-
known Roman period is reached, a couple of
centuries seems to be the closest limit one can
hope for.” 8

This situation has now substantially
improved, however, especially for the period
between the Late Hellenistic and Early Roman
times with the discovery of more clearly defined
levels of these cultures on Palestinian sites.9
The compilation and meticulous analysis of
siratified deposits and chronologically significant
pottery groups from Palesting by Paul W. Lapp
have now opened new vistas for students of
Palestinian ceramics.’® It is hoped that the
Zollowing presentation of the pottery from the
Roman forum at Amman, especially the Helle-
aistic and Roman sherds, will provide a signifi-
cant contribution to a better and more accurate
understanding of the ceramic chronology of
these periods in East Jordan.

Iron Age I-II Pottery

Pottery of these periods was discovered
at the level and beneath the foundation walls
of the stage-building of the odeum and of the
s:vlobates of the forum.!! Except in Loci 23-26
in the southwest quadrant of the forum, Iron
Age deposits were disturbed and leveled over
during the Roman constructional work.

There is no difference in the gritty ware
and the technique between Iron Age I and
Iron Age II sherds discovered in the forum.
The ware is mainly of three colors, brown,
lght red and grey. A few of the light red sher-
ds that belong to bowls, show traces of cither

QDAP,, Vol, XIII, 1946, p. 60.

> These include, Beth-zur, cf. R. W. Funk, in
BASOR., No. 150, 1958, pp. 8-20; Qumran, cf. R. De
Vzuix, in RB.,, Vol. LX, 1953, pp. 83-108, 540-561, Vol.
. 1954, pp. 206-236, and Vol. LXIII, 1956, pp. 533-
" _Alayiq, ef. J. B. Pritchard, in AASOR., Vols,
NXXII-XXXIII, 1952-54; J. L. Kelso and D, C. Baramki,
AASOR., Vols. XXIX-XXX, 1949-1951; Bethany, cf.
Szller, in Liber Annus, Vol. II, 1951-52, pp. 118-162;
maria, c¢f. J. W. Crowfoot et al, The Objects from
famaria (Samaria-Sebaste, Vol, 111), 1957, pp. 217ff.;
atah (Shechem), cf. G. E. Wright, in BASOR., No.
2-1957, pp. 11-28; Virginia Grace, in H. D, Colt,
Xcavatlons at Nessana, Vol, I, 1962, Pp. 106-130.

: _ Pal, Cer. Chron.; it should be noted that this
ication does not deal with material from East
an, cf. ibid., p. 99, fn. 1.

11+ The published Iron Age pattery from East Jordan
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hand-burnish or wheel-burnish  which is
characteristic of the red slip vases of Pales-
tine.? The types represented by the group are
cooking-pots, bowls and craters. Typical exam-
ples of this pottery are illustrated in Plate I
and Plate IIA. Since this study is primarily
concerned with the Hellenistic and Roman
Remains in the forum area, a detailed descrip-
tion of the individual sherds and parallels for
them will not be given here. A fuller study of
this group will be undertaken in the near
future.

Hellenistic Pottery

Only the sherds recovered in Locus 22 of
Square SW 5-1 will be described and illustra-
ted in this study; sherds of the same period
discovered in other parts of the forum display
the same types and ware found in this group.
This Locus, by a stroke of luck was the only
Hellenistic deposit in the forum that was not
disturbed or contaminated by the Roman
constructional work. The sherds recovered here,
constitute a homogenous group that can be
dated by coin evidence to ca. 200-50 B.C. The
fabric of these sherds is either light red, brown
or grey. The clay is well levigated, with very
small fine calcite grits and well fired. Most of
these sherds show traces of either a cream or
brown slip and a few have a black glaze either
lustrous or mat. There is only one decorated
sherd among this group. The shapes represented
are juglets, bowls and one cooking-pot.

Tuglets (Plate II1: 1, 2, 6-9, 14). Two dif-
ferent fabrics are distinguishable. One is a light
red in color and contains small fine calcite in-

comes almost totally from tombs discovered in the
course of bui'ding operations; cf. G. L. Harding, in
QDAP., Vols. XI, 1944, pp. 67-74, XIII, 1948, pp. 92-102,
and XIV, 1950, pp. 44-48; APEF., Vol VI, 1953, pp. 48-
35: 3W. F. Albright, in AJA., Vol XXXVI, 1932, pp.
95-306.

(12) Publications on Iron Age Palestine are legion;
the basic work being W. F. Albright, “The Excavations
of Tell Beit Mirsim, I", AASOR,, Vol. XII, 1930-31,
esp. p. 63ff. and 86ff.; IA, AASOR.,, Vol, XIIT, 1931-
1932, pp. 55-127 II, AASOR., XVII, 1936-37; III, AASOR.,
Vols, XXI-XXII, 1941-43; The Archaeology of Palestine,
1961, p. 112; see also R. W. Hamilton, “The Excava-
tions at Tell Abu Hawam” QDAP,, Vol, IV, 1936, pp.
19ff.; R, S. Lamon and G. M. Shipton, Megiddo, Vol. T,
1939, p. 45; J. W. Crowfoot et al, op. cit., p. 94; see
further, Hetty Goldman, Excavations at Goazlii Kule,
Tarsus, Vol. III, The Iron Age, 1963, p. 104.



clusions. The sherds are covered with a cream
slip (1, 2, 8, 9). The other is a grey fabric, also
with calcite inclusions. However, a light brown
slip is used on these sherds (6, 7, 14).

The square rim type of these examples
finds parallels in rims of the same period dis-
covered in Palestine and Syria, all dated ca.
200-100 B.C.13

Bowls (Plate III: 3, 4, 5, 9, 12, 13). The
fabric of the bowls is of three kinds. The first is
light red in color with black glaze (4, 5, 13).
The second is a grey fabric also with black
glaze (3, 9). The third fabric is brown in color
with a dark dull brown slip (Plate III: 12;
Plate II: 6). All three fabrics contain small
fine calcite inclusions.

The incurved rim of bowls 3, 4 and 9 is
similar to the rim of the small deep bowls of the
same period found in Palestine and dated ca.
200 B.C. - 68 A.D.M The everted rim of bowl 5
finds parallels in many examples also from Pal-
estine, dated first century B.C.15 The decora-
tion on the sherd of bowl 12, which consists of
small wedge-shaped knobs attached to the
surface in horizontal lines, may be compared
with examples from the Athenian Agora pro-
duced in the so-called “Thorn ware”.16

Cooking-por (Plate III: 10). The fabric
of the only cooking-pot among the group, is
brown in color and contains small fine calcite
inclusions. It has a dark dull brown slip and
shallow rippling.

This example is closely related to the
globular cooking-pot of the same period found

(13) Cf. Pal. Cer, Chron., Type 11.2, p. 146; O. R. Sel-
lers, The Citadel of Beth-zur, 1933, No. 394; S. J. Saller.
Excavations at Bethany (1949-1953), 1957, Fig. 40:2;
F. O, Waagé, Antloch-nn-the-Orontes, Vol. IV, Pt. I,
Ceramics and Islamic Coins, 1948, PJ. I1:H24,
(14) Cf. Pal. Cer, Chron., Type 511, p. 172; J. :
Crowfoot et al., op. cit., p. 223, Fig. 38; S. J. Saller,
op. cit., Pl. 47:4; R. De Vaux, RB., Vol. LXI, 1954, Fig.
3:2, 3; RB.,, Vol. LXIII, 1956, Fig. 1:7.

(15) Pal. Cer. Chron., Type 53, p. 178; S. J. Saller, op.
:(’:lg., Fig. 475, 6; R. De Vaux, RB., Vol. LXIII, Fig.

w

(I6) Cf. H. S. Robinson, The Athenian Agora, Vol. V,
Pottery of the Roman Period. Results of Excavations
Conducted by the American School of Classical Studies
at Athens, 1959, p. 13, No. F23, Pl 1.

(17) Pal. Cer. Chrom., Type 71.1, KK2, p. 186; S. J.
Saller, op, cit., Fig. 47:1, PL 118:5-7: R. De Vaux, RB.,
Vol. LXIII, Fig. 3:5, 9; for the history and technical
development of this type of cooking-pot, see P. Kahane,
“Pottery Types from the Jewish Ossuary-Tombs around
Jerusalem” "Israel Exploration Journal, Vol. 2, No. 2,
1952, Type A, pp. 128ff., Pl. 7:D.
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on many sites in Palestine, dated ca. 175-100

B.C17

Nabataean Pottery

Nabataean painted pottery is represented
by only one small plate fragment recovered in
SW 5-1, Locus 15 (Plate II: 5).18 The very small
portion of the painted design indicates that the
fragment originally belonged to one of the
popular Nabataean plates painted with three
dark red palmettes facing center, on a light
red ground, which belong to the finest period
of Nabataean painted pottery in the first cent-
ury B.C. and first century A.D.2® Similar
examples are found over a wide area in south-
ern Palestine, East Jordan and the Hauran in
Syria 20

Roman Pottery

The Roman pottery discovered in the
forum covers a wide range of sherds dating
from the second half of the first century B.C.
up to the Byzantine Age. Fortunately, the test
trench cut at right angle against the foundation
wall of the stage-building of the odeum yielded
an uncontaminated homogeneous group of
Early Roman sherds. This group of sherds can
be dated ca. 50 B.C.-70 A.D. by the presence
among the group of an Eastern sigillata bowl
fragment (Plate IV: 12; Plate II: 7). The fabric
of this sherd belongs to Miss Kenyon’s Eastern
sigillata A, Ware 1, sub-Type 1la, dated by

(18) It should be noted that apart from the Nabataean
painted pottery and lamps, we do not really know
the difference between Nabataean and Roman wares.
The plain wares are probably the same. The chron-
ology of the painied ware is still uncertain, However,
the recently discovered stratified Nabataean material
from Abdeh in the central Negev, has led the excavator
to suggest three periods of this ware namely, Early,
Middle and Late Nabataean, c¢f. A, Negev, in
Archaeology, Vol. 14, 1961, p. 124: Israel Exploration
Journal, Vol. 17, 1967, p. 48; PEQ., 1969, pp. 5-14; see
also Karl Schmitt-Korte, op. cit., pp. 500-502; Philip
C. Hammond, in AJA., Vols. 68, 1962, pp. 169ff. and
63, 1959, pp. 371ff.; A Study of Nabataean Pottery (Un-
published dissertation, Yale University, 1957); see also
fn. 5 of this study.

(19) Cf. G. and A. Horsfield, op. cit,, p.
PEQ., 1969, p. 8; Philip C. Hammond,
1962, pp. 170ff.

(20) Cf. Grace M. Crowfoot, “The Nabataean Ware of
Shaita", PEFQS., 1936, pp. 14-27, Pls, 1-5; G. and A.
Horsfield, op. clt.,, No. 295, Pls. XXXIII-XXXIV.

167; A. Negev,
AJA., Vol. 66,



stratigraphic evidence ca. 57-30 B.C.2! This is
characterized by its cream color and dark red
dull glaze. The fragment is decorated with a
band of V-shaped ornaments in relief around
the shoulder, and below are vestiges of a floral
design also in relief. The band of V-shaped
ornaments on this sherd bears a striking re-
semblance to the same ornaments on a beaker
made by the famous North Italian potter ACO
and discovered in a tomb at Ni'ilya, south of
Ascalon.22 This beaker is dated ca. 10 B.C.%
Although the fabric of this beaker is brown in
color with a buff slip, it would seem safe to
assume that the decoration on the Amman bowl
was produced in immitation of the type of motif
used on the beaker by the master potter, some-
time in the early part of the first century A.D.
The profile of the rim and shoulder of this
bowl is closely related to the profiles of
Megarian bowls of the Hellenistic period.?*
The fabric of the other sherds discovered
with this sigillata fragment, is light red in color
and contains small fine calcite inclusions. These
sherds are covered with a red slip. The shapes
represented by the group are cooking-pots
(Plate II: 8,9, 12) and flasks (Plate II: 10, 11).
The cooking-pots in this group are similar to
those discovered in stratified deposits in Pales-

(21) For a full, up-to-date discussion of the sigillata
fabrics in the Near East, see Kathleen M. Kenyon, in
J. W. Crowfoot et al., op. cit., pp. 281-306. Miss Kenyon
proves the invalidity of the earlier classification of
sigillata fabrics under the vague terms of “Pergamene”
and ‘“‘Samian”. She suggests a much safer method by
which the wares are divided into three classes: East-
ern sigillata A, B, and C, of which A is the latest and
commonest in Palestine and the Eastern Mediterranean
seaboard. On the basis of the evidence from sealed
deposits from Samaria, Miss Kenyon further sub-
divides Eastern sigil'ata A into two main types: Ware
1 is buff and consists of two sub-types, la is so pale
as to be true cream, with a ‘fairly dark red glaze,
sometimes lustrous with occasional brownish patches
or dark spots’” and sometimes just “dull”. The evidence
from Samaria indicates that Ware 1 was predominant
during the period between 57 and 30 B.C., after which
date Ware 2 became predominant. The latter is a'so
buff, but “Warmer in tone’ with either light or dull
glaze. The subsequent development of Eastern sigil-
lata A, is not yet clear, The evidence from Samaria,
however, shows that it has a comparative'y long history
after the Augustan period; ibid., pp. 284-288; see also
J. H. Iliffe, “Sigillata Wares in the Near East” I,
QDAP., Vol. 6, 1936, pp. 1ff.; II, QDAP., Vol. 9, 1939,
pp. 31ff.; cf. F. O. Waagé’s review of Iliffe’s Sigillata
Wares, in AJA. Vol. XLIII, 1939, pp. 539ff.; on the
problem of the origin and distribution of sigillata
wares in the Near East, see J. W, Crowfoot et al, op.
cit.,, pp. 355ff.; Pal. Cer. Chron. p. 224.

(22) Cf. J. H. lliffe, @QDAP., Vol. 6, 1936, p. 21, Fig.
2; on ACO, see Déchelette, Les Vases céramiques ornés
de la Gaule romaine, Vol. I, pp. 31ff.; F, Oswald and
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tine and dated ca. 50 B.C.-100 A.D.?5 Likewise
the flasks find parallels of the same period i1
Palestine and East Jordan.26

There are mainly three kinds of fabric
among the Roman sherds discovered in othe
parts of the forum. These are grey, buff anc
light red, in addition to Eastern sigillata crean
ware. The types represented are cooking-pots
juglets, plates and bowls. Many sherds are
covered with either red, brown or buff slip. We:
smoothing is applied to the sherds which have
no slip. All three fabrics contain small fine
calcite inclusions.

The cooking pots (Plate IV: 1-3) witl
their sharp angle at the shoulder and the wide-
ness of the mouth characteristic of the late
Roman period, find similar examples from
Samaria where they are dated early fourth cen-
tury A.D. , but this date is by no means cert.
ain.?” A date in the late second or early third
century A.D. seems to be more likely for this
type of cooking-pot.28

The shallow plate with off-set rim (Plate
IV: 9) finds close parallels from Qumran in the
Jordan Valley, dated 50-31 B.C.,2% from Petra,
dated first century A.D.,3® and from Samaria,
given a terminal date in the last quarter of the
first century B.C.3!

T. Davies Pryce, An Introduction to the Study of Terra
Sigillata, 1920, Pl. XXIII, 11 and 13.

(23) J. H, Iliffe, QDAP,, Vol. 6, 1936, p. 20.

(24) See Homer A. Thompson, “Two Centuries of Hel-
lenistic Pottery’’ Hesperia, Vol. 3, 1934, p. 328, Fig. 1la,
and pp. 378ff., Figs, 66a, etc.; J. W. Crowfoat et al,
op. cit., pp. 272ff., Figs, 61-63, Pl. XIXa.

(25) Parallels come from Samaria, cf. J. W. Crowfoot
et al., op. cit.,, p. 289, Fig. 69:6, 8, 9; dated to the turn
of the first century A.D.; Qumran, cf. R. De Vaux,
RB., Vol. IX, 1953, Fig. 3:7; RB., Vol. LXI, 1954, Fig.
2:22, dated 50 B.C.-68 A.D.; Alayiq, c¢f. J. B. Pritchard,
“Excavation at Herodian Jericho, 1951” AASOR., Vol.
XXXII-XXXIII, 1952-54, Pl. 59:4, dated first half of
first century A.D.

(26) Similar examples come from Jerusalem, cf, R. W.
Hamilton, in QDAP., Vol. I, 1931, p. 109:7; Qumran,
cf. R. De Vaux, RB., Vol. LXI, 1954, Fig. 4:9; Petra,
cf. Frank Garcia, op. cit.,, Pl. LIX:25,

%7{4 Cf. J. W. Crowfoot et al., op. cit., p. 290, Fig.
72:14.

(28) Similar examples from Jericho are vaguely dated
“Roman Herodian"”, cf. J. B. Pritchard, op. cit., p. 22,
Pls. 42:12, 48:3 and 58:35; similar examples from

Qumran are dated by stratigraphic evidence 50-68 A.D.,
cf. R. De Vaux, RB., Vol. LXI, 1954, Fig. 4:13,

(29) Cf. R. De Vaux, RB., Vol. LXI, 1954, Fig. 3:13;
RB., Vol. LXIII, 1956, Fig. 3:3. % Bl

(30)_Cf. G. and A. Horsfield, op. cit., p. 121, Fig.
Pl X:39. P p G

(81) Cf. J. W. Crowfoot, op. cft., Fig, 66:5 (sigillata).



The juglets (Plate IV: 10, 11, 13-15, 17-
20) should date second century A.D. on styl-
istic grounds.3?

The bowls (Plate IV: 4-8, 16) may be
dated to between the middle of the second to
the middle of the third century A.D., again on
the bases of stylistic grounds.33

Byzantine and Umaiyad Pottery

The amount of this pottery discovered in
the forum is large. Two typical groups of
sherds are selected for this study (Plate V;
Plate VI). Description of the individual pieces
is not given here, as a separate detailed study
of these sherds will be made in the future.

Two major characteristics distinguish this

(32) Cf. G. and A. Horsfield, op. ¢it., p. 192, Fig. 53;
Frank Garcia, op. cit.,, p. 79f,, Pl. LIX.

(83) Parallels come from Samaria, cf. J. W. Crowfoot
et al, op. cit., pp. 304-305, Fig. 72:1, dated by the
excavator fourth century A.D.; Jericho, ecf. J. B.
Pritchard, op. cit., p. 27, Pl 23:A20, A38, vaguely
dated “Roman”; Pal, Cer. Chron., Corpus 51.J, dated
first century A.D.; the carinated bowl 16 finds close
parallels from Samaria, cf. J. W. Crowfoot et al, op.
cit,, p. 558, Fig. 84:11, dated by the ggay‘ator third-
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group namely, the deep round ribbing and
the freely painted decoration on a slip, whitish
pink or buff, in red, brown, violet or purple.
The patterns are either floral or geometrical
with a preference for parallel lines, squares,
{riangles, rhomboids and lozenges. Incised
running wavy lines are also popular. The fabric
is now much coarser, sometimes with large
calcite inclusions and other impurities. The
Byzantine pottery has a range from the fifth to
the seventh century A.D., and Umaiyad pot-
tery starts in the early seventh and continues
till the middle of the nineth century A.D. The
green glazed sherd (Plate VI: 16) is typical of
Medieval Arab pottery. Similar examples of
both Byzantine and Arab pottery are found in
great quantities on many sites in the Near
East.3

Adnan Hadidi
University of Jordan

fourth century A.D.; Qumran, cf. Pal. Cer. Chron.,
Cospus 51-59, Type 54.B, D, E, F, G, H, J, dated 50-88
AD.

(34) For example, Samaria, cf. J. W. Crowifoot et al,
op. cit., pp. 361ff., Fig. 84a; Beth-shan, cf, G. M. Fitz-
gerald, Beth-shan Excavations 1921-23, Vol. III: The
Arab and Byzantine Levels, 1931; Jericho, cf. Kelso
and D. C. Baramki, Excavations at New Testament
Jericho and Khirbet En-Nitla AASOR. Vols. XXIX-
XXX, 1949-51; QDAP., Vol. X, Fig, 14; Jerusalem, cf,
Kathleen M. Kenyon, Jerusalem, 1968,






A Middle Bronze II Tomb from the Vicinity of Jerusalem

by

Dr. Robert H. Smith

In 1958 a Jordanian farmer discovered on his
land a rock-cut tomb containing pottery. Most
of the vessels had been shattered by the partial
collagse of the ceiling of the chamber. All of
the pottery was covered with a thick incrusta-
tion of calcium carbonate deposited over the
centuries by the interaction of soil and ground
water. Perhaps because of this coating, which
caused potsherds to resemble chunks of lime-
stone, the farmer failed to notice all of the
fragments of the broken vessels: he did, how-

ever, gather all of the pottery he saw and bring
it to Jerusalem. Because of the damaged con-
dition of most of the vessels, he was unable
to find a purchaser among the antiquities
dealers in the city, and eventually sold the
group to a clothing merchant on David Street
for a few piastres. It was there that I noticed
them, piled randomly in a cardboard box on
a dusty back shelf, in April, 1959. In co-
operation with the Department of Antiquities
I obtained the pottery for study. Since that
time the group has become a part of the
permanent archaeological collection of Ash-
land Seminary in Ashland, Ohijo.

Description of the Pottery

The tomb group consists of thirty-three
identifiable vessels, (wenty-five of which are
sufficiently intact to warrant illustration (see
Plates I and II). Color is indicated according
to the Munsell Soils Color Charts! and
hardness according to Mohs’ Scale.2

(*) See plates pp. 47-48,
(1) Published by the Munsell Color Company (Balti-
more, 1954).

(2) Concerning the use of both the Munsell color
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1. Platter. Ware 2.5 YR 6/6-8; burn-
ished slip 10 YR 8/3 on interior (including
rim). Hardness 2.25.

2. Bowl. Ware 5 YR 7/6; slip not pre-
served. Hardness 1.00.

3. Miniature bowl. Ware 10 YR 4/1
(irregular) on interior, 5§ YR 6/4 on exterior.
Hardness 1.25. Base is string-cut and has a
thin, irregular pad of clay attached to the base
prior to firing.

4. Miniature bowl. Ware N 3 on interior,
10 YR 7/3 on exterior. Hardness 1.75. Base
is string-cut.

5. Bowl. Ware 5 YR 7/6, one side fired
irregular gray; slip not preserved. Hardness
1.25.

6. Bowl. Ware 2.5 YR 6/8; slip 5 YR
7/6 on exterior. Hardness 1.50.

7. Pedestal bowl. Ware 7.5 YR 6/2;
slip 10 YR 8/2. Hardness 2.50.

8. Pedestal bowl. Ware 7.5 YR 6/2,
becoming 5 YR 6/2 on interior; white slip on
exterior. Hardness 2.00.

9. Pedestal bowl. Ware 2.5 YR 6/4-6;
slio 5 YR 7/6 on exterior, burnished horizon-
tally. Hardness 2.25.

10. Pedestal bowl. Ware 5 YR 5/4; slip
10 YR 8/3 on exterior, burnished horizontally.
Hardness 2.50. There are traces of cloth
impression like “combing”on part of the body
constituting a part of the slip which was left
unburnished.

charts and Mohs' Scale, see Robert Houston Smith,
“An approach to the drawing of pottery and small
finds for excavation reports,” World Archaeology, II
(1970-1971), pp. 212-228.



11. Pedestal bowl. Ware 5 YR 7/6; slip
10 YR 8/3 on exterior, burnished horizon-
tally. Hardness 2.00.

12. Pedestal bowl. Ware 7.5 YR 0/4:
slip 10 YR 8/2 on exterior. Hardness 2.25.

13. Jug. Ware 7.5 YR 7/4; slip 10 YR
8/4 on ex‘erior, burnished horizontally. Hard-
ness 2.50.

14. Jug. Ware 5 YR 6/3; slip 10 YR 8/3
on exterior, burnished horizontally. Hardness
2.50.

15. Small jug. Ware 10 YR 6/1 on
interior, N 4 on exterior; slip N 3 on extericr.
Hardness 2.25.

16. Small jug. Ware N 3; slip N 2 on
exterior, burnished horizontally on shoulder

and vertically on body below shoulder.
Hardness 1.50.

17. Small jug. Ware N 3; slip N2 on
ex.erior, burnished (direction not evident).

Hardness 2.50.

18. Small jug. Ware 10 YR 5/1; slip of
same color, perhaps burnished vertically.
Hardness 2.00.

19. Small jug. Ware 5 YR 6/4 on interior,
10 YR 4/1 on exterior; traces of slip, perhaps
originally 10 YR 7/2, on exterior. Hardness
2.00.

20. Small jug. Ware N 4 on interior, 10
YR 5/2 on exterior; slip 10 YR 4/1 on exte-
rior, burnished (direction not evident). Hard-
ness 1.00.

21. Small jug. Ware 10 YR 7/3; white

slip on exterior, burnished (direction not
evident). Hardness 2.75.

22. Small jug. Ware 10 YR 5/1; exterior
slip not preserved. Hardness 1.50.

23. Small jug. Ware 10 YR 7/2; traces of
slip in exterior, perhaps originally white.
Hardness 1.50.

24. Small jug. Ware 5 YR 6/4; exterior
slip not preserved. Hardness 1.00.

25. Small jug. Ware 7.5 YR 4/4; traces
of slip on exterior, perhaps originally 5 YR

(3) Kathleen M. Kenyon, Excavations at Jericho, II
(London, 1965), Fig. 168, no. 2.
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7/4, burnished horizontally on shoulder and
vertically on body below shoulder. Hardness
2.00

Not illustrated: .

26. Rim-fragment, similar in size, ware
and color to that of vessel 7.

27. Base, similar in size, ware and
color to that of vessel 6.

28. Base, similar in size, ware and color
to that of vessel 6.

29. Base, similar in isze, ware and color
to that of vessel 12, but slightly lower.

30. Base, similar in size, ware and color
to that of vessel 12, but slightly lower.

31. Base, similar in size, ware and color
to that of vessel 12, but slightly lower.

32. Base, similar in size, ware and color

to that of vessel 12, but slightly lower.

33. Two fragments of a small gray-ware
jug similar to vessel 16.

The absence of large vessels from this
tomb group is notable, particularly the lack of

storage jars. One might be tempted to suspect
that the farmer who discovered the tomb sold
any storage jars separately, were it not for the
fact that there are also no dipper jugs in the
tomb group. Although dipper jugs were not
used exclusively in connection with storage
jars, the absence of such jugs tends to support
the conclusion that storage jars were never a
part of the contents of the tomb.

The vessel types which appear in this
group are relatively few and are, for the most
part, common in the repertory of Palestinian
ceramics. Only vessel 14, with its beak spout
(damaged, but clearly indicated by the survi-
ving portion of the lip), footed base and thin
walls and handle, may be considered rare.
With it one may compare a jug from Tomb B
51 at Jericho.3 Although sufficiently like the



other pottery of the group in ware to indicate
Palestinian manufacture, the vessel seems to
display Syrian influence, probably mediated
through vessels such as that found in Tomb
5050 at Megiddo.t Syrian prototypes them-
selves are abundant at Ras Shamrah during
Middle Ugarit 2.5

Vessel 13 is less rare, but by no means

common in Palestinian ceramics of this period.
In contrast with vessel 14, it is characterized
by excessive thickness of vessel walls and
handle. Its shape is essentially that of a dipper
jug with an added ring base, a form which
also has prototypes in vessels of Middle
Ugarit 2 at Ras Shamrah.b

The two small, crudely-made bowls, 3
and 4, are of special interest. They are of
considerably coarser workmanship than any
other vessels in the group, both in turning and
in firing. Both bowls have string-cut bases.
There is no evidence of carbon deposits as
such on the vessels, but both display irregular
gray patches on the interior--presumably an
indication of casual firing procedures. Good
parallels for these miniature bowls come from
some Jerchio tombs, such as Tomb A 347;

the Jericho specimens show many of the same
distinctive features as these two bowls do, and
Miss Kenyon suggests that most of them
were made on a tournette rather than on a
potter’s wheel as such. One is reminded of the
still cruder--and earlier--cult vessels from the
temple at Nahariyah8 In view of the fact that

4) 1%}m‘don Loud, Megiddo II (Chicago, 1948), Pl. 34,
no. 16.

(5) See, for example, Claude F. A, Schaeffer, Ugaritica
11 (Paris, 1949), Pl. XL (Tomb LVII).

(6) See, for example, Schaeffer, op. cit.,, Pl. XLIV,
lsecond row from bottom, third and fourth vessel from
eft.

(7) Kathleen M. Kenyon, Excavations at Jericho, I

such vessels could have held only token
amounts, a ritualistic function seems plausible.
Closely related are some coarse miniature
bowls with uncarinated sides and incurved
rims, such as the specimen in Jericho Tomb A
349 and specimens in the MB stratum of Plot
A in the East Cemetery at Pella.l% Apparently
both the carinated and the uncarinated varie-

ties of these miniature vessels served the same
function.

Provenance

The find-spot of this tomb group was said
by the shopkeeper, on the basis of his recol-
lection of a stalement by the farmer who sold
the pottery to him, to have been “east of the
city wall of Jerusalem.” If this description is
accurate, the tomb would seem to have been
located on the eastern slopes of the Mount of
Olives, or perhans somewhat farther south on
the slopes occupied by the northern part of
the village of Silwan. In favor of this alleged
location is the fact that the powdery limestone
accretion on the pottery appeared to consist
of Senonian chalk, a variety of limestone
which is abundant east and south of Jerusalem
Furthermore, the ceramic affinities of this
group of vessels are with the pottery of central
Palestine rather than other regions. It seems
reasonable, therefore, to accept the statement
about the alleged location of the tomb as es-
sentially correct.

(London, 1960), Fig. 140, nos. 26-29.

(8) I. Ben-Dor. “A Middle Bronze-Age Temple at
Nahariya,” Quarterly of the Department of Antiquities
in Palestine, XIV (1950), pp. 1-41, especially Figs.

14-17.
(9) Kenyon, op. cit. (1960), Fig. 140, no. 30.

(10) Robert Houston Smith, Pella of the Decapolis
(forthcoming).



Date

This tomb group is relatively homogene-
ous. The small jugs—always an important
diagnostic feature in this period—are both
cylindrical and piriform, but the latter have
only button bases, ring bases clearly having
gone out of style by this time. The pedestal
vases are all of a somewhat advanced from,
and have cordons at both neck and base.
There is not a single vessel in the group which
is obviously out of phase with the rest. All of
the vessels date from the 17th century B.C,

(11) Kathleen M. Kenyon, “The Middle and Late
Bronze Age Strata at Megiddo,” Levant, I (1969), pp.
25-60.
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and most of them seem to cluster around the
middle of that century. The group is contem-
porary with Group IV tombs (and perhaps
middle to late Group III) at Jericho, and with
Group E tombs at Megiddo.!! It also corre-
sponds with deposits in Tombs 15, 19, 44 and
57 at Gibeon, and with still other tomb
groups which have been excavated in Palestine.
Because of its homogeneity, this
group of vessels has a typological value which
is greater than that of some larger tomb
groups which range more widely in date.

essential

Robert H. Smith
Wooster College, Ohio



Kilroy in the Desert*®

by

Dr. Willard G. Oxtoby

The Second World War has not yet
receded far enough into history for the legend
“Kilroy was here” to have faded completely
from memory, or from countless rocks and
walls throughout the world. James J. Kilroy,
a shipyard inspector in Quincy, Massachusetts,
who tired of climbing into tanks only to dis-
cover that he had already checked them,
began early in the war to chalk his name
on equipment he had inspected. It wasn’t long
before the slogan began appearing not only all
over the shipyard but wherever American men
and equipment went.

Kilroy was neither the first nor the last
to leave his name in a place, nor was his
motive the only one. From antiquity there
survives a corpus of graffiti I shall call “inscri-
ptions” because we possess no more substan-
tial record of their authors: the Safaitic in-
scriptions.

Large tracts of the landscape of southern
Syria, eastern Jordan, and northwestern Saudi
Arabia are littered with smooth, rather shiny,
purplish black basalt stones and boulders. In
that region of minimal rainfall and vegetation
these stones are about all one sees. The pre-
sent-day traveler speeding along the Amman-
Baghdad highway will notice the telephone
poles paralleling the road, and he may observe
the small ridge of earth covering the pipeline
which twenty years ago conveyed oil from
Iraq to the port of Haifa; but the rock-strewn
landscape is a monotonous and forbidding
one. It is only when one looks closely at some
of the stones that the desert proves not to be
as uncharted as it might at first seem.

Beneath one’s feet there are paths, criss-
crossing the gravel and small stones around
the mudflats but becoming difficult and losing
themselves among the large stones on the hills.

(t) See plate p. 49.
* First published in Ventures, Magazine of the Yale
Graduate School, June, 1967.
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The summits of many of these hills, however,
are marked by rounded cairns, seldom more

than six feet high but visible on the horizon
at a distance of several miles. The cairns are

particularly numerous along the eastern edge
of the rock-strewn region, almost like light-
houses along a coastline, as though they were
landmarks to caravan “navigation” on the
clearer terrain adjoining. A supposition of this
sort is confirmed by a close examination of the
cairns, where most of the Safaitic inscriptions
have been found.

The builders of the cairns used stones on
which they or others before them had inscrib-
ed their names. When one scratches through
the dark patina of the stone, the fresh stone
appears lighter, and even after nearly two
thousand years’ exposure to the elements the
inscriptions are usually legible. The stones
being too numerous and heavy to carry, and
the scratches too shallow for latex “squeeze”
impressions, the explorer’s technique is to copy
by hand what he sees, and to photograph the
text as well.

Individually, the texts seem unpromising.
A routine Safaitic inscription reads simply, “By
N, son of N.” In enough cases to sustain further
interest, however, an inscription will go on to
trace the author’s genealogy back several
generations (sometimes more than a dozen),
will name his tribe, or will state in a few
words what the author was doing. Frequently,
too, a divinity will be invoked or a drawing
or symbol will adjoin the text. Thus these
thousands of inscriptions, when studied in
quantity, provide us a fair amount of informa-
tion about the life and activities of the tribes
which produced them.

The Safaites were nomads. They write of
being in a vlace in a particular season or year,



of migrating, of fleeing or of finding good
pasture. The camel] is the animal most com-
mon in treir drawings. But from the drawings
we know that they also used the horse and
other domesticated animals, and that, moun.ed
on horseback, they hunted such wildlife as
gazelles and ostriches. The territory which they
roamed was on the fringes of the Roman
Emrgire, considerably to the east of the trans-
Jordanian cities of the Decapolis, and sou:h-
east of most of the frontier outposts which
the Romans established in the Syrian Desert
to provide a secure defense for their position
in the eastern Mediterranean. The inscriptions
provide evidence of Safaitic contact with the
Nabataeans, the Palmyrenes, and especially the
Romans, and it would appear that they were
written from about the first century B.C.
through the third century A.D.

Today the beduin of the region, and the
Arab frontier guards stationed there, do not
recognize the Safaitic scrint to be Arabic; they
describe it as “looking like English” (meaning
our capital leiters), for the characters are of
bold basic geometrical shapes and not joined
together. The script is related not to the
familiar Arabic cursive (a development from
the Aramaic family of alphabets, especially
Nabataean) but to the scrint of ancient South
Arabia, the land famed as Sheba. The scrift
lives on in Ethiopic, but Safaitic was its
northernmost historic extension.

Safaitic is one of a fair-sized family of
Arabic dialects which flourished between the
Indian Ocean and the Syrian Desert during
the millennjium before Muhammad. Historically
it is a dead end, because it was the spoken
language of Mecca which wag through the
Qur’an to become classical Arabic; but, allow-
ing for a few peculiarities, Safaitic is accessible
by way of the grammar and vocabulary of its
more literary cousin. For the activity of
scholarly reconstruction, this relationship is
both a blessing and a curse. On the one hand,
classical Arabic provided the key during the
last century for the first decipherments of the
texts; and the scholar continues to resort
profitably to known Arabic names for his
vocalization of the names of the Safaites and
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to the lexicon of literary Arabic for a clue to
their vocabulary. But on the other hand, this
clese kinship with later Arabic can detract
from an understanding of the Safaitic authors
in their own right. One is tempted to vroject
the later Arabic developments back into
Safaitic; and in the absence of substantial
earlier material, what alternative has one? The
other pre-Islamic dialects known through in-
scriptions might, to be sure, function as a
“control” in the process, were it not for the
fact that they, too, have been deciphered on
the basis of classical Arabic. We have,
ultimately, to work from the known to the
unknown, and convincing knowledge at this
stage of the study consists chiefly of the
resemblance of the two rather than their in-
dividuality.

It is, frankly, rather surorising that beduin
should write at all. Human literacy emerged in
the Near East, to be sure, but among sedentary
populations. One thinks of literacy as a luxury
which nomads on a marginal level of sub-
sistence can ill afford. Certainly the modemn-
day beduin have been illiterate, and embar-
rassed by the fact; to one explorer’s explana-
tion of what the inscriptions were, a beduin
reolied, “Since when could beduin read and
write? Were our ancestors better than we are?”
But nomadism, far from being crude, represents
the close adaptation of life to a certain set of
environmental conditions (indeed, perhaps the
optimum adaptation, as some unsuccessful
Point Four agricultural experiments in the
region lead one to think). The literacy of the
Safaitic nomads must stem from their close
contact with settled centers of literate civiliza-
tion, most plausibly through the caravan com-
merce which linked southern Arabia with the
Mediterranean.

The preservation of these texts for nearly
two millennia we owe primarily to the hard-
ness of the rock and the dryness of the climate,
but the inscribing of the texts was no accident.
Engraving such hard stone is an accomvlish-
ment, and in some cases it is clear from the
handwriting that the same scribe wrote the
names of different persons. What was the pur-
pose of such effort? As with all discussions of



graffiti and of symbols, scholarly opinion
ranges between two poles which have been
characterized as the idle-markings school and
the serious-nurpose school. A picture of a
camel, with the legend “By N. son of N. is the
camel,” may be a casual drawing, but it may
also express a desire for the abundance and
safety of the herd or even be thought efficacious
toward that end. The question of motive is
most acute and elusive when one comes to
religion. One modern interpreter claimed that
the making of each inscription was a votive act,
in which the stone became a token of the in-
dividual’s union with the deity whose sacred
precincts the lava district was. If one is going
to assume every act a profoundly religious act,
such a view may follow; but this assumption
requires a level of fervor, even fanaticism,
seldom sustained over the centuries. But that
some of the inscriptions were exrlicitly religious
cannot be denied: prayers for security, and
requests that the divinity blind anyone who
would efface the inscription.

The Safaites invoked a number of divini-
ties worshipped by their neighbors, thus attest-
ing to a degree a unity of culturs in the Syrian
desert. The goddesses Allat and Ruda are two
of the figures known in the South Arabian
pantheon, while the worship of Dhu-Shara and
Ba‘alasamin suggests the influence of the Naba-
taeans and Palmyrenes. Some tribes had their
own tyches of fortune divinities. Another god
is Yitha‘, the root of whose name, “to save,”
is cognate with Joshua and Jesus. Whether
Yitha' was “savior” in general or “Jesus” in
particular has been a subject of scholarly argu-
ment; but if Yitha® be a case of Christian
influence it must be seen as a transmission of
name only, for Yitha® appears in Safaitic with-
out the title Messiah (Christ) and without any
demonstrably Christian symbolism. The beduin
on the fringes of the Roman Empire before the
fourth century, in short, had little to do with
Christianity.

As with decipherment, so with interpreta-
tion: the scholar describing the beduin’s
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religion places his material in a conceptual
framework which affects what he observes.
How does one relate these texts to other know-
ledge? Classical Muslim writers on pre-Islamic
paganism described tribes and oases, but with-
out distinguishing between the practices of
their beduin and sedentary populations; thus
one may err in delineating the specific features
which comprise beduin religion. But once one
decides on a description, one faces the problem
of origins. Does beduin religion represent a
survival of the most primitive Semitic religion,
or did the beduin, far from being innovators,
borrow their divinities from the ancient
civilizations? To portray the beduin as pur-
veyors of “original” Semitic religion implies
a confidence as to what that religion was—a
confidence I cannot share. I am more con-
vinced by similarities and analogies with
religion elsewhere: again, one works from the
“known” of mneighboring civilizations to the
reconstruction of the Safaitic picture. Such a
method admits an allegation of borrowing as
acceptable documentation in matters religious,
and amounts to a begging of our question. But
in the absence of the data sufficient for a treat-
ment based on internal Safaitic documentation
alone, this is the only method by which one
can work.

One cannot expect new discoveries to
resolve the basic methodological problems of
scholarly reconstruction, but we can hope to
known more than the eight thousand Safaitic
inscriptions published during the past century.

Only a fraction of the edge of rock-strewn
region has been explored. From Damascus into
the “panhandle” of Jordan the trail of these
ancient Kilroys has been plotted; the course
which it takes into Saudi Arabia is a piece of
unfinished business. There are certainly more
cairns and more texts awaiting the hand and
lens of the copyist, and the patience and in-
genuity of the scholar.

Willard G. Oxtoby
Yale University

Editor’s Note: Dr. Oxtoby 1s the author of Some
Inscriptions of the Safaitic Beduin, New Haven, Ameri-
can Oriental Socigty, 1968.






The Byzantine Church at Swafieh

by

Dr. Bastian Van Elderen

Last winter while digging in his garden
in Swafieh, on the western edge of Amman, Mr.
Ali Erar uncovered a portion of a beautiful
mosaic floor. The portion uncovered, about two
by three meters in size, contained bird, animal
and human figures. The designs were well-
executed and the floor is in a good state of
preservation. It was decided to wait until
Spring for further excavations when the weather
conditions would be more favorable.

On April 27, 1970, the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan began excavating at the
site. The excavation was under the direction
of Dr. Bastiaan Van Elderen, the resident
director and annual professor of the American
School of Oriental Research in Amman, Jordan,
from March to August 1970. He was assisted
by members of the Department of Antiquities,
especially Mr. Yousof Alami and Mr. Hussein
Qandil, and received excellent cooperation and
encouragement from the Director-General.
Mr. Yacoub Oweis.

Swafieh is a low-lying tell less than a
kilometer south of the Wadi Seer Road be-
tween Amman and Wadi Seer. The remains of
ancient buildings can be seen on various parts
of the tell. Some wall of large undressed
field stones suggest that at one time it was one
of the many fortresses that were located on
the western side of ancient Amman. The 1970
excavation on the tell was the first intensive
investigation of the history of the ancient site.
The 1970 season of digging lasted for nine
weeks and produced the significant results
described below.

Archaeological History of the Site

Anvpproximately 185 square meters of the
tell were excavated in the 1970 season. Areas

(*) See plates pp. 51-52.
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to the north, east, and sou’h of the mosaic were
excavated to bedrock and a fairly clear picture
of the history of the area recovered.

.Arabic Period: After the removal of the
surface and top soil, evidence of a brief
occupation of the eastern portion of the site
during the late Arabic Period (aboutA.D.1200)
was uncovered. The wall fragments of this
period were not very extensive or impressive.
However, directly below a much more exten-

sive occupation of the entire area during the
early Arabic was identified . Not only was
this indicated by the large quantity of pottery
(painted ware with geometric designs),but also
by the various remains of walls, rooms, tabo-
ons, and floor levels. There is a strong possibi-
lity that this occupation extended over a great
part of the tells.

Byzantine Period: When the entire
preserved area of the mosaic floor was uncov-
ered, it was possible to identify the floor as
part of a Byzantine Church. In the eastern
edge of the mosaic was a Greek inscription of

two lines, a little more than half preserved.
The preserved text reads: “In the time of the
holy Thomas, bishop ... of the holy church,
with zeal and labors...” A comparison of the
designs and techniques in the mosaic Wwith
other dated mosaics in the Madaba area
would date this church in the sixth century
A.D. To the north and east of the mosaic
there was evidence of an earlier mosaic about
ten centimeters below. .

The north, east, and west borders of the
mosaic floor are preserved. Unfortunately, the

south portion of the mosaic has been destroy-
ed, possibly when the south wall of the
church tumbled down. Further extensive dam-



age occurred when in early Arabic period the
wall was rebuilt. the building stones having
been dug out of the debris. In fact, it seems
that at that time this south part of the church
was completely cleared away to bedrock since
early Arabic pottery was found on the bedrock
where the mosaic floor had been disrupted.
However, the bottom course of the south wall
of the church was identified when a portion
of the mosaic floor was found attached by
plaster to the stones of the wall. The wall was
constructed of large undressed field stones
which were covered with plaster to make a
smooth and straight face.

Roman Period: In the area north of the
mosaic floor some one-course walls built direct-
Iy upon the bedrock below the level of the
mosaic were found. Potsherds in the context of
these walls were from the Roman period.
Apparently, there was a brief Roman occupa-
this part of the tell directly on the
bedrock—possibly in the late Roman period,
possibly third century A.D.

uon in

Description of the Mosaic

The outside measurements of the mosaic floor
are almost 9% meters by 5 meters. The layout
consists of a large rectangular field of figures
(human, bird, and animal) surrounded by a
border about 80 centimeters wide. The outside
measurement of this border on the north side
is 7.61 meters and the east side has been
calculated to be Smeters. Outside this border
is a band ofabout 40 centimeters wide of white
mosaic with some geometric designs in it. On
the east end the inscription was placed in this
band just outside the border.

In the two vreserved corners of the bor-
der are found human faces and it appears that
the faces in the four corners of the border were

the personifications of the four seasons—simi-
lar to representations in one of the Madaba

churches. In the border on the north side were
pairs of birds or animals facing each other.
Apparently in the border on the east and west
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sides animals and birds were facing to the
middle .

As one enters from the west, he immedi-
ately sees a colorful amphora from which vines
extend in a symmetrical circular wattern to
enclose the various figures in the mosaic. To
the left of the amphora is a large animal with
remarkable blending of colors in its body, The
claws and teeth are very realistically represen-
ted. Above this animal is a human figure
leading a donkey with a basket of grapes.
Above this is another human figure leading a
camel. There are two other human figures
represented in the mosaic— a camelgirl leaning
on a staff with her right hand on her head and
a boy with shoes holding a bow. Other animals
represented area saddled horse, a robust buck,
an antelope, and a bird with outspread wings.
In this rich variety of figures there is a wide
range of color and the intricate designs and

detail reveal a high quality of artistic work-
manship.

All the designs in the mosaic floor are
enclosed within the border except one which
is oriented to the west on the western edge
of the mosaic outside the border. In this de-
sign there are two pheasants facing a tree. This
appears to have been in the entrance of the
church and a few stones of the threshold were
found at the edge of the mosaic. Further
excavating along this western side revealed two
rows of large stones laid on the bedrock.
These seem to be the foundation stones of the

west wall of the church.

The Architecture of the Church

This church does not seem to have been
the traditional basilical type of the Byzantine
period. No pillars, capitals, or bases were
found and the construction of the south wall
suggests that this was a major outside wall of
the church.The north wall is located 11 meters
from the south wall and a little more than 5
meters from the north edge of the mosaic.
Traces of installations along the north and



west walls suggest that perhaps there were
chambers for the clergy in this part of the
building. Since the apse area cannot be fully
defined at the present time, the eastern eleva-
tion of the church cannot be hypothesized at
this time.

The building does not seem to have been
a large church. However, the beautiful mosaic
floor would suggest that the church’s overall

appearance, at least inside, was very attractive
and magnificent.

Significance of the Discovery

The discovery of this mosaic and church
is very significant for a
It is the only clearly

number of reasons.
identified church struc-
ture in the vicinity of Amman, ancient Phila-
delphis, and isone of the best preserved mosaic
floors in the area. Furthermore, the varied
and revresentations demonstrate
interesting aspects of Christian art and crafts-
manship. There was an apparent attempt to
portray everyday life and activities in the art

patterns
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of the church, rather than ponderous theological
themes. Perhaps this reflects the close integra-
tion of the Christianity of these worshippers
with their everyday experiences. From the
standpoint of art, the mosaic displays the
creativity and originality of the artisans in the
vitality and expression of the figures. Further-
more, the total mosaic is very symmetrical,
balanced, and well - planned — no figures are
crowded or distorted because of lack of space
or poor planning. These artisanswere obvious-
ly master craftsmen.

This recently-discovered church near
Amman has provided interesting new light in
the study of the art, worship, architecture, his-
tory, and life of early Christianity. The 1970
excavations have made a small beginning in
the recovery of the history of this ancient site
on the outskirts of Amman. It is hoped that
future excavations on the tell may further
reveal the history, life and culture of the people
who lived, worked, and worshipped here in
the past.

Bastian Van Elderen
Resident Director
School of Oriental
Amman

American

Research,






A Late Bronze — Iron Age Tomb
Excavated at Sahab, 1968

by

Mr. Rafik W. Dajani

The village of Sahab lies 11 klm. south-
east of Amman. It is built on a historical
mound, rich in many archaeological remains.
Since 1929 at least five Iron Age tombs have
been discovered.

The discovery of the tomb under discus-
sion was reported to the Department of Antiqu-
ities of Jordan by the local police. As soon as
the information was received, the author of the
article examined the find spot. The tomb is
in the center of the village, close to the main
road which passes through Sahab from Amman
and el-Kahf to Muwaqqar and the desert places.
The tell of Sahab is a low tell represeniing the
site of an Iron Age town. There are many
other caves in existence that were formerly
tombs. They are used as storage places by the
villagers. A careful examinaton of the sherds
found on the tell indicates that no occupation
ever existed there before the late Bronze Age
or later than the Iron Age.

Other Published Sahab Tombs. The first
ancient tomb was discovered in 1929. It con-
tained an anthropoid coffin, and was dated
by W. F. Albright to the 9th cent. B.C.
(AJA, XXXVI, 1932, p. 296). This tomb has
generally been referred to as Sahab Tomb A.

The next tomb discovered was excavated
by the Department of Antiquities in 1949 and
published by Lankester Harding as Sahab
Tomb B. It was dated by Harding to the 8th
cent. B. C., but by Simon to the 7th cent.
(QDAP, XIII, pp. 92-96).

Description of the Tomb

The tomb is large rock-cut cave (Plate I)

(*) See plates pp. 53-64.
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approximately 8.20 m. long, 4.50 m. wide and
approximately 1.80 m. high. The entrance was
made from the west side by a flight of several
steps hewn in the rock. The walls are roughly
cut and no attempts were made of dressing
the rock surfaces. The most curious feature of
this tomb which it shares with Sahab Tomb B
is a chimney-like construction near the south
east corner, reaching up to the original surface
outside. (Plate I). This feature presumably
indicates that the cave was originally used as
a dwelling. However other Iron Age tombs

are known that have this feature, called in
Jewish literature nephesh, such as several tombs

recently discovered in the Old City of Jerus-
alem on the east slope of the Tyropoeon Vall-
ey. That the cave at one time was a dwelling
seems to be supported by the existence of a
stone pavement inside the cave (Plate I),
about 80 cm. wide and running from the entra-
nce eastward to a recess in which the chimney
is constructed, while another strip of pavement
runs from the low northern bench to the
higher southern bench.

Benches. Along the south side of the
cave was a rock-cut bench, some 50 cm. high.
The strata of debris that had entered the tomb
sloped fairly steeply toward the center of the
cave and then levelled off with the result that
many of the pots and skulls had rolled from
the bench to the floor.

The other bench on the northern side of
the cave was about 150 c¢m. wide and only
20 cm. high, and there is no indication that
burial remains were ever deposited on it
(Plate I).



Comparison and Parallels

This tomb in cutting, construction and
burial customs closely parallels Sahab Tomb
B. (QDAP, XIII, 3-4, pp. 92-96), as well as
the tomb and the Moon Temple of Hureidha
in the Hadramout excavated by Miss Caton
Thompson (G. Caton Thompson, The Tomb
and the Moon Temple of Hureidha, pp. 81 ff.
and 90 ff.).

Harding expressed the opinion that Sahab
Tomb B had been used as an ossuary, i.e. a
place of secondary burials. The same may be
true with regard to the newly discovered tomb
which we will label Sahab Tomb C to differen-
tiate it from the other two tombs discove-
red earlier at the same site.

This conclusion is strengthened by obser-
ving that the two
plan. In viewing the contents of the burial,
one obtains first the impression that the tomb
had been disturbed in ancient times. However,
the facts refute this first impression.The entra-
nce was found properly closed and there was
no sign of any ingress.

tombs are very similar in

The other fact is that the strata of debris
under the chimney were higher and thicker
than those of the surrounding areas and most
of the contents in this area were of a later
period. In this area, the earliest pottery, of the
Late Bronze Age, was found in the lowest
levels above which were Early Iron I contents

and above these were remains of the Early
Iron II period. Some of the contents of the

latest burial had rolled to the pavement in the
center of the cave.

The Burials. This tomb had a long his-
tory of use. The first burial dates to the 14th
cent. B.C,, primarily found in Area C near the
southeast corner. The 13th cent. contents were
found in an area marked C-D on the plan
(Plate I), located at the southwest corner. The
major area of the Early Iron I remains was D,
located at the southwest side.Area B contained
the major burial of the FEarly Iron II period
which could not have been earlier than the end
of the 8th cent. B. C.
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Conclusion

This tomb in plan and burial customs
resembles closely Sahab Tomb B (QDAP,XIII,
pp- 92-96) as well as the tomb and the Moon
Temple at Hureidha in the Hadramout, as
stated above. This resemblance strongly indic-
ates that Trans-Jordan was ethnologically
more closely connected with Arabia than was
Palestine.

The stone pavements inside the tomb
and the chimney-like hole in the roof being
similar to those of Sahab Tomb B (QDAP,
X1I1,p.92).provide evidence for the suggestion
that the cave was used first as a dwelling and
afterwards as a place of burial. This conclu-
sion is supported by the evidence that no
human skeleton was found intact. The bones
and skulls were found in fragments and some
pottery and other Iron II materials were found
as having rolled to the floor.

Two ostrich eggs (Plate II) were found in
very good condition in Area C-D in a LB II-
EI I context. It is, in my opinion, the first LB-
EI II age tomb, ever discovered in East Jor-
dan that contains ostrich eggs. However, ost-
rich eggs have been found in MB II Jericho
tombs excavated by Miss Kathleen Kenyon
in 1954.

Date of the Tomb

The discovery of this tomb, in addition
to other LB II - Iron Age tombs found
earlier in this village sheds more light on
the Late Bronze II and Iron Age cultures in
Transjordan.

The Late Bronze Age contents of the
tomb, all found in Area C, cannot be dated
earlier than the 14th cent. B.C. because many
of the earlier pottery types, such as milk
bowls and Bilbil juglets are absent. Late Bro-
nze Age pottery found in quantity in this
tomb consisted either of imported Mycenean
ware or of locally produced imitation of My-
cenean pottery, such as stirrup vases, pyxes
and flasks. They find close parallels among
the pottery found at the Amman Airport



Temple (ADAJ, XI, p. 105), Tell Abu
Hawam, Stratum IV (=LB II) (ODAP, 1V),
Tell Beit Mirsim, Stratum C (AASOR, XII),
Tell Duweir, Fosse Temple III (Lachish 1I),
Dhahret el-Humraiya (QDAP, XIII, p. 75).

The 13th cent. B.C. types are parallel to
those found in a Madeba tomb (APEF, VI,
1953), Nuzha Tombs A and B (4DAJ, XI,
p.- 48), Megiddo, Strata VII and VI, and in
Irbed Tomb D (4DAJ, VIII-IX, p. 99).

The Early Iron Age pottery found in this
burial is parallel to many types of pottery
from Tell Beit Mirsim, B , and B3, Megiddo
Stratum V, Irbed Tombs A, B and C (A4DAJ
XI, p. 88) and Sahab Tomb A (4/4, XXXVI,
1932, p. 296). :

The Iron Age types are parallel to those
of Sahab Tomb B (QDAP, XIII, 3-4, p. 92),
Amman Tombs AB and D (QDAP, XI, p.
67), Tell es-Saidiyeh, Level II, and Deir ‘Alla,
Stratum D.

Since many Iron Age types are absent
from this tomb, it cannot have been used for
burials later than the end of the 9th cent. B.C.
Such absent Iron Age types are; (1) Tripod
cups, that were found in quantities in a Jabal
Jofeh Tomb (ADAJ, XI, p. 42), in the Mega-
belein Tomb (QDAP, XIV, Plate XVII:9),
Sahab Tomb B (QDAP, X111, 3-4, pp. 92-96),
and in the Amman Tombs A, B, and D
QODAP, XI, p. 6). (2) Jugs, one-handled, deco-
rated or plain, with or without a spout, found
in the above-mentioned tombs. (3) Water de-
canters. (4) Pointed bottles. (5) Mugs. (6)
Chalices. (7) Deep bowls or kraters with
multiple handles. All these types of pottery,
absent from Sahab Tomb C, are common in
Iron Age II sites and tombs.

From these observations it can be conclu-
ded that the Sahab Tomb C was used from
the 14th cent. B.C. to the end of the 9th

century.B G

Catalogue of Pottery in
Chronological Order

The Late Bronze Age Types.

1. Jugs. Either decorated or plain; the
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decoration in black or dark red in geometric
designs. The handles are loop handles placed
on the pot horizontally or tilted as in SA
2 (P1. III) or vertically on the profile as in SA
76 and 205 (Pl. IV) or attached below the rim
as in SA 31 and 32 (PL IV). The bases are
either of the ring-, disc-. round-cut- or round-

base variety. The slip is either creamy or red;
the grits are very fine. See SA 2 (Pl. IIL), 49

(PL. V.), 76 (PL. IV.), 93 (PL IV.), 114, 185
(PL. VL), 203 (PLIV.), 243 (PL IV.), and
407 (PL. VIL).

Parallels: Tell Duweir (Lachish 1V. Pl
85:988); Amman Airport Temple (ADAJ,
XI, pp. 105-106); and Irbed Tomb D (4ADAJ,
VII-IX, p. 99).

2. Cooking Pots. They have either two
loop handles or no handles. The profile is
carinated, the base is of the disc-, ring-,
round-cut- or round-base variety. The slip is
creamy or dark red. See as examples SA 86
(PL. III) without handles, and SA 3 (Pl. VIII)
and 281 (PL. IX.) with two loop handles.

Parallels: Bethshemesh (A4S. IV, Pl. 61:
12); Madeba Tomb (APEF. VI. 1953, Fig.
14:60); Beth-zur (BZ, Pl 8:7); and Beth-
shemesh (A4S. II, Pl. 37:85).

3. Flasks.  Either imported Mycenaen
ware or locally made imiations with loop
handles under therim asinSA 31, 35 (Pl. X),39
(PL. X), 40 (P1. XI), 54 (PL. XI), 65 (Pl. X), 66
(Pl. XI). 67 (PL. X), 75, 77 (PL XI), 78, 81
(PL. X),83, 108, III (Pl X), 140. 147 (PL
XII). 157 (Pl. XII), 181 (Pl. XII), 208 (Pl. XI),
253 (PL. X), and 264 (Pl. XII). Some flasks have
loop handles on the shoulders as SA 154 (Pl. X)
and 156 (PL.XI) The decoration is in black
or dark red and consists of concentric circles,
Maltese crosses or spirals. The bulk is not
bulbus, the rim is everted.

Parallels: Jericho (Jer. Pl. 39E, 40); Tell
cl-Far'ah Tomb 613 (RB, pp. 85-95, XIXth
Dynasty); Madeba Tomb (4PEF, VI, 1953);
Amman Airport Tempe (ADAJ, XI, pp.
105-106).



4. Lamps. Saucer-type, with thickened
walls and deep bottom, upraised rim and lip,
with creamy slip or dark red. Examples: SA
7 (Pl. XIII), 8 (PL.XIV), 45 (Pl. XIV), 56, 57
61, 87 (PL. XIV), 95, 171 (PL. XV), 195, 218
(PL. XI), 219 (PL. XV), 235 (Pl XIII), 265
and 266.

Parallels: Megiddo, Strata VIII A and
B); Jabal Nuzha Tomb B (ADAJ, XI, p. 48);
Tell Abu Hawam (QDAP, 1V, Stratum 1V);
and other LB sites.

5. Bowls. Inverted rim, disc-, round-cut,
round-or trumpet-base, decorated on the
inside in circles in black or dark red, and has
a creamy or red slip. The profile is some
times carinated as in SA 69 (Pl. XIV). Examp-
les: SA 48 (Pl XVI), 68 (PL. V), 69 (Pl XIV),
144 (Pl VIII), 209 (Pl IX), 210 (Pl VIII),
216 (PL. XIV), 243 (PL. VI), 245 (PL. XIV), 246
(PL. XIV), 256, 284 (Pl. IX), 286 (Pl IX), 408
(PL. VII), and 409 (PL. VII).

Parallels: Irbed Tombs (ADAJ, XI, p.
108); Madeba Tombs (APEF, VI, 1953);
Megiddo, Strata VIII-VII; Tell Abu Hawam,
Stratum 1V (ODAP, 1V); and the Amman Air-
port Temple (ADAJ, XI pp. 105-106).

6. Juglets. The juglets have either one
handle or two handles. Their bases are either
pointed or round. Some are decorated, others
are plain; the slip is creamy. Examples: SA
51 (Pl. XVI), 207 (Pl 1V), 244 (Pl. IV), and
254 (PL 1V).

7. Zoomorphic figurines. Animal figurines
are common in the Bronze Age. but are also
found in other veriods. See SA 52 (P II).

8. Stirrup Vases. Late Bronze stirrup
Vases are either imported Mycenaean pots,
see SA 72 (PL. V), 82 (PL. V), and 204 (P1. V),
or local imitations.

Parallels: Amman  Airvort  Temple
(ADAJ, XI, pp. 105-106); Deir ‘Alla, Area
C;Tell es-Saidiyeh; Tell Abu Hawam, Stratum
IV; and Tell Tabagat Fahl Tombs.

9. Dippers. Late Bronze dippers have
usually one handle attached under the rim,
have pointed or round bases, and have
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a creamy or red slip. Examples: SA 94

(PLVI), 118 (PL. VI), and 123 (PL VI).

Parallels: Deir ‘Alla, Area C; Amman
Airport Temple; Tall Abu Hawam, Stratum
1v,

10. Pyxes. Late Bronze pyxes are either
of the squat or conical types. The 14th-centu-
ry types are usually squat. Those found in
Sahab Tomb C are locally made, see SA 117
(PL V),161 (P1. V), al62 (PL. V), and 278 (P1.X).

LB II - EI I Types of the
Transitional Period

The transitional period from the LB II
to the EI I covers the second half of the 13th
century. The LB II types continued to exist,
but with some development in type and ware.
The ware is usually coarser than that of the
regular LB II period, some having a red slip
and lime grits.

1. Jugs. The handles are attached to the
rim, the mouths are either pinched or round,
and the bases are usually disc- or round bases.
Examples: SA 148 (PL. VI), 155 (PL. VI), 205
(P1. IV), and 226 (Pl III).

Parallels: Madeba Tomb APEF. VI,
1953): Dolmen No. 6 (ADAJ, XII-XIII);
Irbed Tomb D (ADAJ, VIII-IX).

2. Cooking Pots. They have either two
handles or none; their carinated bodies have
a dark red slip. Examples: SA 280 (PLXIV).
285 (P1. VIII). and 287 (Pl. VIII).

Parallels: Madeba Tomb (APEF, VI,
1953); Dolmen No. 6 (ADAJ, XII-XIII, Pls.
XXX, Fig. 1:105; XXXI, Fig. 1:116); Tell
Duweir, LB II Fosse Tembvle.

3. Flasks. The LB 11 types continued
to survive with the same decoration as before.
The bulk is more bulbus but some examples
are globular as in SA 67 (PL. X). Examples:
SA 112, 177 (Pl XI), 182, 212, 213, 214
(P1.X). and 279.

Parallels: Madeba Tomb (APEF, VI,
1953);Tell Abu Hawam, Stratum III A; Tell
Duweir, LB II Fosse Temple.



4. Lamps. No absolute date can be
assigned for lamps of the different periods.
However, the lamps of this period are shal-
lower and have a thicker base than those of
the previous period. The rim and lip is also
more everted. Examples: SA 160 (Pl. XV),
188 (Pl. XV), 237 (Pl. XIII), 273, and 410
(P1. XVII).

Parallels: Madeba Tomb; Irbed Tombs
A, B and D (ADAJ IX); Megiddo Strata VII
A and VI A.

5. Bowls. Bowls in this period continued
to preserve the LB types. The rim started
to be everted, the sliv is usually dark red and
the ware is gritty. Examples: SA 46, 58, 68
(Pl. V), and 200 (P1. VI).

Parallels: Madeba Tomb (APEF, VI,
1953); Jabal Nuzha Tomb B (ADAJ, XI, p.
48); Tell Abu Hawam, Stratum III A
(ODAP, 1V).

6. Dippers. The mouth is usually pin-
ched, the base is either painted or round, the
handles are attached to the rim. A ridge is
usually round under the rim. Examples: SA
143 (Pl VI), 199 (Pl. VI), 200 (Pl VI),215
(Pl. VI). and 424.

Parallels: Irbed Tomb D (ADAJ, VIII-
1X); Tell Abu Hawam, Stratum III A; Dol-
men No. 6 (ADAJ, XU-XIII, P. XXX,
Fig. 1:6).

7. Pyxes. They are of the conical types.

The Early Iron Age I Types

The Early Iron I Age pottery is quite
different from the LB II types. The ware is
more gritty. the grits being lime stones; the
slip is of Haematite or dark red. Most of the
pots are plain and undecorated. They show
noor workmanship in comparison to those of
the LB I-II periods. New types began to
aprear.

1. Jugs. The rim is roled or thickened,
the base is of the ringdisc- or round variety,
the handle is attached to the rim. Some jugs
have a spout and strainer. Examples: SA 92
(PL. III) and 231 (PIL. III).
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Parallels: Madeba Tomb (APEF, VI,
1953}: Irbed Tombs A, B and C (4DAJ, XI);
Dolmen No. 6 (ADAJ, XII-XIII); Ain Shems
Tomb 2 (APEF, 1912).

2. Cooking Pots. Cooking pots are either
without a base or have ring or disc-bases, pos-
ses two or more handles, are gritty, dark red,
have triangular ridges, or ridges under the
rim. Examples: SA 146 (Pl. VI), 248
(Pl. VIII), which may be a bowl, and 422.

Parallels: Dolmen No. 6 (ADAJ, XlI-

XI11); Tell Beit Mirsim, Stratum B ; (4ASOR,

XII); Megiddo, Strata V and VI A; Tell
en-Nasbeh (7N, II, Pls. 46-43).

3. Lamps. The saucer lamps are flatter
at the bottom, have an everted rim and lip,
and are gritty. Examples: SA 9 (Pl. XIII), 11,
12, 15 (Pl. XIII), 16, 43 (Pl. XIII), 145, 149
(PL. XIV), 158, 159, 169, 171 (PL. XV), 178,183,
184, 186 (Pl. XIII), 223, 229, 230 (Pl. XIII),
and 234.

4. Bowls. Not many bowls of this
period are decorated. They have a slip on the
inside and ouside. They have either ring-
disc- or round bases. The rim is either everted,
or inverted. The handles are attached to the
rim. They are either loop-, bar- or botton-type
handles. Examgles: SA 84 (Pl XIV), 85
(PL. V), 165 (Pl XVI), 277 (Pl. XVI), 409
(Pl. VII), 411 (Pl. XVII), 430 and 431.

Parallels: Dolmen No. 6 (4DAJ, XII-
XIII, Pl XXXI, Fig. 2:23, 79); Tell Beit

- Mirsim, Strata B 5 and B 5 ; Tell en-Nasbeh;

Tell Abu Hawam, Stratum III A.

The Iron Age II Types

Pottery in this period shows a good work-
manship. It is represented by much pottery
that comes from many sites of East Jordan
and Palestine, such as the Amman Tombs A,
B and D (OQDAP, XI); Sahab Tomb B (QDAP,
XIII); the Megabelein Tomb (QDAP, XIV); the
Jabel El-Jofeh Tomb (ADAJ, XI); Deir ‘Alla,
Areas A and D; Tell Beit Mirsim,Stratum A
(AASSOR, XII).



1. Lamps. Lamps of this period have
flat bases or disc bases, and everted and
flanged rims. Examples: SA 47, 58, 59, 60, 63,
71, 79 (Pl. XIII), 99, 101, 106, 107 (Pl XV),
132 (Pl XIV), 150 (PL. XIV), 170 (Pl. XV),
172 (Pl XIID), 175 (Pl XIII), 220, 241, 260,
263, 267, 270, 412 (Pl. XVII), 414 (P1. XVII),
415 (Pl XVII), 416 (Pl XVII), and 418
(Pl. XVII).

2. Lamp with Stand. A small saucer-
type lamp with a high stand that is missing,
SA 308.

Parallel: Tell Beit Mirsim, Stratum A
(AASOR, XII, PL. 70:11).

3. Bowls. Bowls have two or more han-
dles or none, have ring- and round bases,
everted or triangulated rims, a slip on the
inside and a slip two-thirds on the outside
and are wheel-burnished. The examples are
the same as those listed already under the
Iron Age I types. since it is difficult to as-
sign them clearly to one or the other of the
two periods.

4. Juglets. Sahab Tomb C provided one
juglet with a basket loop handle. SA 97
(PL. IID).

Other Objects

1. Eggs. Two ostrich eggs, SA 151
(P II) and 152 (PL II) were found in good
condition. The shell is whitish-red. Ostrich
eggs were found in Jericho MB tombs.

2. Daggers and Knives. The material is
copper. They have barbed, tanged and ribbed
blades. Examples: SA 166 (Pl. XVIII), 202
(Pl. XVIII), 288 (Pl. XVIII), 290 (PLXVIID
292 (Pl XVIII), 298 (Pl. XVIII). and 303
(Pl. XIX).

Parallels: Irbed Tomb D (ADAJ, VII-
IX; Tell en-Nasbeh (TN, I, P1 104:3, 4).

3. Toggle Pins. They have a knob at the
end and are decorated with circular lines.
Examples: SA 289 (Pl XIX), 374 (Pl XX),
and 375 (Pl. XX).

Parallels: Tell en-Nasbeh (TN, 1, Pl. 108:
12, 13, 14).
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4. Arrow Heads. The arrow heads are
of the leaf type, have tangs and some are
barbed. Exampvles: SA 259, 300, 302, 323,
348, 349 350 (all depicted on Pl. XX).

Parallels: Tell en-Nasbeh (TN, I, Pl. 104:
14-16, 23-26); Tell Abu Hawam (QDAP, 1V,
Pl. XXXIII: 361).

5. Bracelets. All are of copper wire,
rolled. Examples: SA 293 (Pl. XXI). 294-296,
301 (P1. XVIII), 304 (Pl XXII), 309-311 (Pl
XXI), 312, 313 (Pl. XXI), 314-321, 324, 325,
326 (Pl. XXII), 327 (Pl. XXI), 328, 329, 330
(PL. XXI), 331, 332, 335-339, 340 (Pl. XXI),
and 368-369 (Pl. XXII). SA 337, 345 and 346
are of the flattened type, while SA 340 (Pl
XXI), 342, and 344 (Pl. XXI) belong to the
ribbed tyre.

6. Anklets. The anklets of Sahab Tomb
C are of the rolled type, SA 333 (Pl XXI),
334 (Pl. XXII), 341 (Pl. XXI), and 343 (Pl
XXD).

7. Earrings and  Fingerrings. = Some
earrings are of the wire-type, SA 357-361,
others of the hook-type, SA 370 (Pl. XX), and
360 (Pl. XX). The fingerrings are of the wire-
type, SA 356 (Pl XX), 365 (Pl XX), 372
(Pl. XX), and 373 (Pl. XX).

8. Kohl Sticks. They are of copper, SA
322, 354, and 355 (all depicted on Pl. XIX).

9. Pendants. They are made of copper
and are bell-shaped, SA 363 and 366.

10. Stone Objects. A basalt bowl with
three knob legs, SA 233 (PL. XVI); a flat base,

SA 138 (Pl XVI); a lamp, SA 139 (P1. XVI);
and a big, flat white stone plate, SA 282 (PL

1I).

11. Seals and Stamps. SA 179 (PL
XXIII) is an oval-shaped Egyptian stamp seal
of a faiénce; SA 180 (Pl. XXIII) is a fingerr-
ing signet stamp of copper; and SA 201 (Pl
XXIII) is a signet stamp of copper.

R. W. Dajani
Department of Antiquities



The Department of Antiquities:
Achievements in 1969—-1970

by

Mr. Yousef Alami

I. Archaeological Excavations.

A. Foreign Archaeological Excavations
Mrs. Crystal M. Bennett, Professor  of
Archaeology in London  University, has

concluded her excavation at Twailan near
Petra. She has also excavated two other tren-
ches located northeast of the previous site.
Many skeletons were found and the cross walls
opening was discovered.

Mrs. Bennett also visited Busira, in Tafi-
leh area, to study the site in preparation for
another excavation in the coming year.
B.  Archaeological of
Department  of

Most of the Department’s archaeological
excavations were conducted upon the reports
of citizens finding antiquities by chance in
different parts of the country.

Some of these excavations are:

Excavations the

Antiquities

I- Swafieh Excavation (Amman Area)

The Derpartment of Antiquities in co-
operation with Dr. Bastiaan Van Elderen,
Director of the ASOR in Amman, conducted
the excavation at Swafieh. (Refer to Dr. Van
Elderen’s article in this issue). A roof was
built to perserve the mosaic floor found in that
area. (Plate I ).

2- Masouh Excavation

Under the direction of Dr. Bastiaan Van
Elderen, the Department of Antiquities
concluded the excavation at Masouh, 10 km.
from Madaba. A beautiful mosaic floor of a
Byzantine church was discovered. (Plate II and
III) The Byzantine church, dating from the
fifth century A.D., was the traditional basilica

(*) See plates pp. 65-68.
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type of the Byzantine period. It is composed
of a central nave and side aisles. The size of
a piece of the mosaic floor is 9 meters by 14
meters. In this piece of the floor there are
intricate geometric designs and floral patterns.
Unfortunately, due to rerarations in a laer
period some of the designs were damaged.
In the center of the nave, some Greek inscrip-
tions were found. One inscription which is
complete reads:

“O Christ, our God help thy servant
Sabbatios, the archpresbyteros, Amen.”
(Plate II).

Another piece of the floor was discovered;
its size is about 7 meters by 2 meters. It
contains some figures, animals and birds,
similer to those found in Swafiyeh and
Madaba. The floor reveals excellent craftsman-
ship in its beautiful designs and figures. This
magnificent church was remodeled in the sixth
century.

II- Maintenance and Consolida-
tions.

A. Amman Area

1- The

Three years ago, the Department started
with this project. Meanwhile, the work has
stopped awaiting the removal of the Depart-

ment’s offices which will be in the year 1971.
2- The Citadel

Work has been going on to build the
retaining wall to the eastern side of the original
wall of the Ciadel. The purpose of such a
project is to preserve the Citadel and to
establish fixed boundaries. The project should
take about five years according to the sum of
money allocated yearly.

Forum



B. Jerash
Amman Arch)

The Triumphal Arch is composed of three
gateways. Wooden pillars were used as a
means of supporting the two side gateways.
The western arch, the columns and thzir bases
underwent a measure of consolidation. The
same old stones were restored in their places,
while the lost stones were renlaced by new
ones. In the meantime the eastern gateway is

Gateway (Triumphal

under restoration, and the work should
terminate in 1971. (Plate IV)
C. Ajlun

A retaining wall was built facing the

entrance of the Citadel to enlarge the parking
area. Some of the fallen roofs were restored
A long term plan of five years duration is
arranged with the British Technical Aid to
provide technical equipments and professional
advice, while the Department will finance and
carry out the work starting in 1971.
D. Madaba

In the Prophets Church, a roof was built
to preserve the mosaic floor. Some of the
mosaics found near Madaba were removed
and exhibited in the museum. (Plate V).
E. Karak

The vault entrance has been repaired and
cleared in preparation for using it as a popular

(1) Refer to of the

Department of

Vol, XIV of the
Antiquities.

Annual

36

museum. Other vaults to the west of the
Citadel were consolidated and organized.
Restorations are continued in that area.
Initial excavations were conducted at Mihai
village due to evidence from tombs and
inscriptions showing that it belongs to the
Byzantine period. The Deparment of Antiqui-

ties is vlanning to conduct other excavations
in that area during the year 1971.

F. Petra
1- Al-Hammam. (Bath)

During the Al - Hammam Excavation,
two rooms were cleared, and the walls and
dome were restored. Due to the importance of
this excavation, work should be continued to
uncover the entrances to all the rooms. This
name, Al - Hammam, (Bath) was attributed to
this place by Brunnow.

2- The Monumental Gateway

The side pillars of the gateway were
consolidated by replacing the lost stones with
new ones. (Plate VI & VII).

3- By the side of the wadi, a retaining wall,
extending from the Monumental Gateway to
Qasr al-Bint, was built to prevent the main
street from decaying. In the process of
constructing the wall, the original foundation
and the same kind of stones were used and in
the same method.

Yousef Alami
Department of Antiquities



Luweibdeh Roman Tomb !

by

Mr. Suleiman F. Dana

The Department of Antiquities was in-
formed, on July 9th, 1970, that while digging
new manholes at Ibrahim Tuqgan Street, in
Mount Luweibdeh in Amman, two tombs grotto
cut in soft limestone, in a rocky region were
found (Plate I).

The first tomb is simply a small cavern in
which bodies used to be placed. The accumula-
tion of debris was thin. No skeletons or human
bones were found. The cavern is roughly
rectangular measuring 3.65 x 1.90 cms. Each of
its sides (except the gateway side) ends with
an alcove. The roof is semi-domical, 190 cms
in height, starting from the center. The entrance
of the tomb is approached from the north-east
side, measuring 120 x 130 cms and closed with
rough stones. It leads to a small open yard cut
in the rock (Plate III). The floor of the cavern
has been levelled out by stone sherds cut out
from the roof (Plate I: 1).

The west alcove is separated with a line
of rough stones. A spindical shaped pottery
bottle (Plate II: 6) was found below these
stones on a thin layer of debris. Separating
this alcove indicates that this side of the tomb
was re-used for other purposes in later times.

While cleaning the debris of the gateway
a lamp (Plate II: 4) with a cross on its handle
was found. It shows no sign of having been
used.

The second tomb grotto,2 cut in limestone
is approximately four meters to the south of
the first. It is 205 x 205 cms, having two loculi
on each of the west and east sides and three
loculi on the south side. Each loculus measur-

———

(*) See plates pp. 69-72.

(1) Awni Dajani, “A Herodian Tomb at Wadi-el-
Badan,” A.D.A.J. Vol. II (1953), page 78.
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ing about 2.15x70 cms. The entrance of the
tomb is approached from the northern side
measuring 70 x 70 cms closed with rough stones
and was quite undisturbed until the present
excavation (Plate I: 2).

People living nearby said that they found
some caverns similar to these tombs in the
course of digging foundation trenches for their
buildings.

The open area around is full of single
tombs. It seems to have been an important
cemetery area. Thus, we can say that this
cemetery has three types of tombs:

1. Chamber tombs with alcoves,

2. Chamber tombs with loculi,

3. Single tombs in open area.

An inventory of finds is on the following page.

Most of the objects lay upon the floor of
the grotto as a single-layer deposit. A pottery
bottle (Plate II: 1) was found beside a human
skeleton laid in one loculus in tomb No. 2.
This object proves to be a parallel to two
others found in a Herodian tomb at Wadi-el-
Badan.?

Many pottery sherds and also Juglet (Plate
II: 2) are ribbed. No positive signs, such as
coins and inscriptions, were found to enable
us to assign exact dates. However, the objects
and sherds found are Roman and Byzantine
which proves that this cemetery is Roman and
was re-used in the Byzantine period.

Suleiman F. Dana
Department of Antiquities

(2) G. Lankester Harding, “A Roman Family Vault on
Jebel Jufeh,” Q.D.A.P. Vol. XIV (1953), fig. 1.

(3) Awni Dajani, “An Herodian Tomb at Wadi-el-
Badan,” A.D.A.J. Vol. II (1953), Plate XI, Nos. 80, 81.



Inventory of finds

(Plates IV and V)

3orAaM Description | Material | Fire Sli Remark
- N Inv. No. | £ f : P s
| 1 12457 Pottery bottle, | Greyish { Med. J Red Traces of brownish red paint
‘ - flaring rim, | | buff on rim and neck. A.D.AJ.
1 tall neck. ' Vol. II, PL. XI, Nos. 80, 81.

S | . i i

|
2 12458 Juglet, | Greyish 1 Soft | —
|

; Slightly ribbed body, wheel
. made.
|

cylindrical base. l |
[

3 12459  Lamp, | Slight  Hard | Buff
decorated, ' brown  ware
- pointed nozzle. '

|- TP

’ ] i
. Vertical handle, ring base, two
ridges mouth, smoked nozzle.

l
N |
4 12460  Lamp, l Light | Soft = —
| decorated. 1 [
|

Vertical handle, with cross.
Two ridges mouth, unsmoked
. nozzle.

Traces of brownished paint
on rim and neck. A.D.AJ.
Vol. II, Pl. XI, No. 79.

| 5 12461 | Pottery bottle, | Greyish | Hard | Buff
. flaring rim,  ware
‘ | tall neck, |
; almond shaped. ' |
i El ! ; -
| 6 12462  Spindle shape | Greyish | Hard | Buff
f  pottery bottle. : ware
1 = :
| | l

Heavy body and tapering at
| both ends, not practical for

use, missing mouth.
|

Suleiman F, Dana




An Announcement Published by

The Department of Antiquities of Jordan

and the archaeologists

Dr. William H. Brownlee and Dr. George E. Mendenhall

regarding the decipherment of

Carian Leather Manuscripts

found in 1966 in the Hebron area, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

The discovery of eight manuscripts several
centuries older than the Dead Sea Ssrolls was
announced today by the Director of the Depart-
ment of Antiquities of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan, jointly with Professor William H.
Brownlee of the Claremont Graduate School
and Professor George E. Mendenhall of the
University of Michigan. The new documents
have yielded a previously unknown writing sys-
tem, in a language which is undeciphered and
unidentified. Five are written in ink on leather
but three are incised with a sharp instrument
on a crude parchment. The writing system
which seems to be alphabethic consists of over
40 signs,and cannot be a Semitic language,
despite the similarity of many of the signs to
ancient Phoenician.

The relationships of the new documents,
to judge from the writing system, point toward
the poorly known languages of Southern Anato-
lia, Carian, Lycian, and Lydian, on the one
hand, but there are also striking similarities to
inscriptions which have been found in Crete,
Sicily, and Italy. The relation to the most ar-
chaic Etruscan is particularly striking, and
therefore they are also closely related to the
most archaic Greek.

The new documents were purchased for
the Department of Antiquities of Jordan by D.
William Brownlee at Jerusalem in June, 1966,
from a Jordanian citizen who believed them to
have come from an ancient site in the district
of Hebron. The documents were tightly rolled,

(*) See plates pp. 73-75.
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extremely dry, dirty, and brittle, and it took
four or five days of intensive humidification
before Dr. Brownlee was able to unroll them
for infra-red photography.

The similarity of the writing to ancient
Carian and Etruscan was first recognized by Dr.
George E. Mendenhall, then Director of the
American School of Oriental Research in Jeru-
salem. Having been taken into partnership by
Dr. Brownlee for their study, he has now nearly
completed a computor tabulation of the dis-
tribution and context of each character of the
alphabet as a first step toward the analysis of
the language and eventual decipherment. The
computer work was carried out by Mr. Stanley
Mendenhall.

In the absence of any knowledge of the
archaeological context of the finds, any attempt
at dating can only be tentative. However, on
the basis of similarities of the writing system
to inscriptions from other regions which seem
definitely related, it appears difficult to date
them later than the seventh century B.C. and
they could well be a century or two earlier.
Since it is known that Carian mercenary sold-
iers from southern Anatolia were serving in
various parts of the Eastern Mediterranean in
the 7th century B.C,, it is conceivable that the
documents stem from this people. Yet there are
impressive contrasts to the Carian inscriptions
from nearby Egypt, which suggests rather that
we may have an indigenous writing system,
recently borrowed from the Phoenician and



adapted to a foreign language with a radically
different phonetic structure.

The people which meets the requirements
is the Philistines, and it is entirely possible that
after several generations of archaeological work,
we finally have recovered some documents of
the Philistine language.

At present nothing can be said about the
content of the documents, though there is a
strong porbability that they are funerary inscrip-
tions of some sort. The documents have a strong
formulaic flavor, with a number of repetions of
the same sequences of signs. Lycian and Etru-
scan inscriptions known also deal with funerary
and burial concerns more than any other sub-
ject matter.
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Ancient manuscripts are nothing new to
Dr. Brownlee, who was associated with the
first discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, while
a Fellow at the American School of Oriental
Research in Jerusalem Palestine in 1947-48.
Dr. Mendenhall excavated the oldest known
North Arabic inscriptions in a cistern just
North of Amman in 1966, and is also prepar-
ing to publish a decipherment of a group of
very ancient Syllabic inscriptions from Byblos
which date probably to about 2000 B.C., and
are in a language which has definite connec-
tions with old South Arabic as well as with
later phoenician.

Amman, December 1st, 1970.



Book Review

Tell Shimshara: The Hassuna Period by Peder
Mortensen et al.,, (Copenhagen, The Royal
Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters,1970).

This first volume of the final Shimshara
Publication presents part of the results of the
Danish excavation at Tell Shimshara in 1957
as part of a salvage programme for archaeo-
logical sites and mounuments in the Dokan val-
ley in the north of Iraq, initiated by the
Directorate General of Antiquities of Iraq.!
Professor Harald Ingholt directed the excava-
tion which was sponsored jointly by the Carls-
berg Foundation and by the Danish Govern-
ment Foundation for the Promotion of Re-
search. This volume is written in its greater
part by Peder Mortensen, Assistant Keeper
in the Department of Oriental and Classical
Antiquities at the National Museum in Copen-
hagen. Mr. Mortensen himself was not a mem-
ber of the excavating team at Tell Shimshara,
but had the opportunity to study the material
keot in the Iraqi Museum and in the National
Museum in Copenhagen. He also had access
to the notes of the excavators in addition to
verbal information made available to him by
members of the expedition.

Tell Shimshara was selected for investiga-
tion because of its size and location. Enclos-
ed by mountains on all four sides with easy
access through natural trails to the Upper
Tigris valley and to the South, the site enjoyed
a strategic position “to watch over any hostile
or neaceful movements, especially those com-
ing from the North and the East”.

The mound was excavated for one season
only in 1957. The expedition was unable to
excavate for a second season—as is the case
with many salvage digs of this type where the
archaeologist’s efforts are limited by time and

(1) Most of the valley has now been transformed into
a water reservoir covering about 230 square kilometers.
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circumstances. Virgin Soil was never reached
and therefore prehistoric material was not suf-
ficient “to make a general quantitative analysis
possible™.

In spite of these shortcomings, the writer
was able to oresent an excellent and clear
picture of the cultural and chronological
significance of the artefacts and pottery recov-
three main
periods of human occuration. The top level
renresented by three layers is Islamic, datable
to a time between the 12th and 14th centuries
A.D. The next level which consisted of five
layers was classified as Hurrian and partly
datable by inscriptional evidence to about
1800 B.C. Underneath this level was a third
level which consisted of seven layers repre-
senting the Neolithic or the Hassuna Period
occupation, contemporary with Tell Hassuna
Ta-VI, dating roughly from 5900 to 5000 B.C.

A highlight of the excavation and histo-
rically most imporiant find was the recovery
of 146 cuneiform tablets found in one of the
few rooms of a monumental building in the
lower mound. The decipherment and inter-
pretation of these tablets by professor Jeergen
Laessxe indicates that they constituted the
diplomatic archive of Kuwari, the local chief
of Shimshara who was a contemporary of the
Assyrian King Shamshi-Adad I (1815-1782
B.C.).

The discovery of a small collection of obsi-

dian artefacts at Tell Shimshara which after
analysis seem to have been imported from
Eastern Anatolia and from the volcanic cra-
ter of Nimrud Dag on Lake Van. They prove
the cultural and trade connections between
northern Iraq and the Syro-Cilician area,
probably even with the Aegean basin.

ered. The excavation revealed



The sherds recovered at tell Shimshara

show that there were three contemporaneous
groups of pottery, namely: Fine wares, Stand-

ard wares and Coarse wares. These divisions
are based mainly on the quality of the clay
and the kind of temper used in the production
of this pottery. The Shimshara pottery in its
three divisions is generally related to the
contemporary ceramic wares already disco-
vered at many sites in the north of Iraq. But
in comparison with sites in the Central Zagros
region and other sites in the north of Iraq,
nottery at Shimshara seems to have been ra-
ther introduced at a late time and appears ful-
ly developed.

Mortensen explains this fact, not as a
result of migration movements but thinks it
“more likely that vottery came to Shimshara
as a result of a cultural communication bet-
ween Hassuna Period villages on the North
Mesopotamian plain and people living in the
Dokan valley.” The writer also suggests a
cultural sequence of three phases: A, B and C

for the Hassuna Period based on the ceramic
development of several sites in the North of
Iraq. The lowest level at Tell Shimshara is
placed in the last Phase, ie. Phase C
which is characterized by a remarkable
increase of Samarra pottery and includes
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Hassuna III-V, the upper levels of Tell as-
Sawwan, Ninevite 2b, the Upper Phase of
Matarrah and Te!l al-Khan. Mr. Mortensen
also attempts to develop a tentative chronolo-
gical reconstruction of the Hassuna Period
based on a few C - 14 dates from some Has-
suna Period sites. The earliest of these dates
is 5610 -+ 250 B.C. and the latest is 4858 —+
82 B.C. This chronological framework should
be very helpful for future correlations between
Northern and Southern Mesopotamia in the
Hassuna Period of which our Knowledge is
still very limited.

This first volume of the final Shimshara
Publication is an excellent example of clear,
concise and highly competent archaeological
writing. It is well illustrated with excellent
photographs, clearly drawn ground plans and
sections, chronological tables, and tables
showing artefacts and pottery distributions
and location, measurements, and other details
of all stone and bone tools and ornaments.
Burials and textile remains are described.
A full specialized bibliography is included.
This report is of extraordinary value, out of
all praportion to its size, not only to North
Mesopotamian ~archaeologists but also to
archaeologists of world prehistory.

Adnan Hadidi
University of Jordan
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Alami — Pls. I-II
(pp. 35-36)
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