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Among the objects found during the
1972 excavations at Tell Siran was an
Arabic “ostracon” (potter’s mark 7)1
(Plate III, 2). The “ostracon,” measuring
ca. .08 x .11 m., is the body sherd of a
jar, as its thickness, curvature, and shoul-
der ridge would indicate. The sherd is
smooth and unribbed, and while it is buff-
white colored on the exterior, it is light
pink colored on the interior. “To Selim”
or “To Suleiman” was painted in pointed
Arabic on the exterior surface of the
sherd (jar), prior to kiln firing, and thus it
is not a true ostracon. The color of the
fired paint is reddish-brown.

The “ostracon’” came from Locus A.2:6,
a shallow bedrock hole (ca. .32—.38
m. deep, .47 m. wide, .65 m. long ) which
was filled with reddish soil2 Locus
A.2:6 produced none of the site’s Ay-
yubid/Mamluk pottery. Instead, it con-
tained an essentially homogeneous assem-
blage of a distinctive red-painted pottery.
This pottery, well attested at other sites,
is usually of well-fired white, buff, or pink
unribbed ware, and it frequently carries
red- or brown-painted loops, spirals, wavy
lines, or crossed lines.

Such red-painted pottery has been
published from sites in Syria, Transjordan,
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the Jordan Valley, and the hill country
of the West Bank, but it has seldom been
properly evaluated. The Tell Siran “ostra-
con” can now be cited as another piece
of evidence for dating it to the Umayyad
period.

When the pottery was first published
in the Jericho report of 1913, it was dated
to the Byzantine Period,3 and in some
reports this Byzantine dating has been
perpetuated down to the present day.4
In the 1950 publication of the Mt. Nebo
pottery, however, the pottery was dated
to the late Byzantine—early Arabic (ca.
6th-8th century A.D. ) period,5 and
this Byzantine-Arabic dating has likewise
been maintained in subsequent publica-
tions.6

There is, however, no substantive evi-
dence for dating the pottery to the By-
zantine (A.D. 324-640), or to the Late By-
zantine (A.D. 491-640) period. The pot-
tery from Jericho clearly could not be
dated as early as the 4th-5th century
A.D., but it could be dated by the un-
stratified Umayyad coins from the site.7
The pottery from Mt. Nebo was not
present in the site’s sealed and coin-dated
Late Byzantine contexts, but it was well
attested in the “open” contexts, which
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could be dated by the site’s Umayyad
coins and Arabic inscriptions.8 Finally,

the pottery has not appeared in controlled
Late Byzantine contexts at other sites.9

While there is as yet no definite evi-
dence for dating the pottery to the Pre-
Umayyad ( A.D. 630 - 661 ) period,10
there is virtually conclusive evidence for
dating it to the Umayyad ( A.D. 661-750 ),
and especially to the late Umayyad ( ca.
A.D. 696-750 ) period. The pottery from
the Amman Citadel “main house” would
postdate slightly the Arab-Byzantine coin
and the two early Umayyad coins which
came from the filling for the house, and
it could be dated by the ( A.D. 696 f£.? )
Umayyad coin which came from the floor
of Room J.11 The pottery from Usais
could be dated by that site’s A.D. 696 ff.
Umayyad coins and A.D. 711/12, 718/19,
726 /27, 731/32, T37 Arabic inscrip-
tions.12 The pottery from Heshbon was
associated with two Arabic ‘“ostraca,” and
it could probably be dated by the site’s A.D.
674-81 “Byzantine’”’ coin and A.D. 696 ff.
Umayyad coins.13 Finally, the Tell Siran
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“ostracon” was not only found together
with an assemblage of red-painted pot-
tery, but it would even seem to be a
piece of the pottery itself, with paint in
pointed Arabic.14

Since there is no evidence for dating
the pottery to the Early Abbasid ff. ( A.D.
750 ff. ) periods,15 it could be argued
that a rather sharp break in ceramic
traditions accompanied the A.D. 750 Ab-
basid takeover in Syria-Palestine. This
Umayyad-Abbasid break was noted in the
1944 publication of the Kh. el Mefjer pot-
tery, but it was obscured by the typolo-
gical format and the ‘eighth century”
terminology of that publication.16 The
break also has been overlooked in several
recent reports, where pottery types and
assemblages from the Early Abbasid ff.
( AD. 750 ff. ) periods have been dated
to the Umayyad period or to the 8th
century A.D.17
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