TELL ES-SA‘IDIYEH 1986: INTERIM REPORT OF THE
SECOND SEASON OF EXCAVATIONS

by

Jonathan N. Tubb

The large double mound of Tell es-
Sa‘idiyeh, which lies on the south side of
the Wadi Kufranjeh, about 1.8 km east of
the River Jordan, was first substantially
excavated in the 1960’s by a University of
Pennsylvania expedition under the direc-
torship of James Pritchard (see Pritchard
1980 and 1985 for final reports). In

1985, a short six-week season of excava-
tions was conducted by the writer on behalf
of the British Museum in order to assess
the potential of the site for further
research (see Tubb 1985). The encourag-
ing results indicated that Tell es-Sa‘idiyeh
could well serve as a major reference site
providing a wealth of information relating
to the chronology, demography, historical
geography and archaeo-economy of the
central Jordan Valley. In consequence, a
more extensive excavation season took
place between mid-March and late May
1986.

As in the previous season, the excava-
tions were directed by the writer, with
Peter Dorrell of the Institute of Archaeo-
logy, London, as Associate Director. The
staff of the 1986 season consisted of Ann
Bomann (Egypt Exploration Society) —
draughtsman and area supervisor AA, Rup-
ert Chapman (Palestine Exploration Fund)
— area supervisor EE, Sarah Collins (Uni-
versity of Liverpool) — area supervisor
DD, Penelope Fisher (British Museum) —
Conservator, Sa‘ad al-Hadidi (Department
of Antiquities, Salt) — Departmental Rep-
resentative and area supervisor FF, Alan
Hills (British Museum) — Photographer,
Christopher Kirby (University of Birming-
ham) — area supervisor AA, Joy McCorris-
ton (Institute of Archaeology, London) —
Palaeobotanist and area supervisor AA,
Louise Martin (Institute of Archaeology,
London) — osteologist and area supervisor
BB, Constantine Politis (Institute of Ar-
chaeology, London) — senior archaeologist
AA, Barbara Pritzkat (U.C.L.A.) — sur-
veyor, and Dianne Rowan (University of

Liverpool) — area supervisor BB. Bedri
Hassan al-Madi served as camp manager
and the staff was completed by Sheikh Sa-
diq, an ex-Jericho technical worker. The
expedition was joined for the first six
weeks by Richard Hills who assisted with
the excavation of FF and for two weeks by
Brian Tremain (British Museum) and Vi-
vienne Tremain (National Maritime
Museum) who together undertook the pro-
duction of a video recording of the excava-
tions in progress.

Thanks are due to the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan and in particular to
its Director General, Dr. Adnan Hadidi for
his continued enthusiastic support for the
project. The Tell es-Sa‘idiyeh excavations
are sponsored and funded by the British
Museum with additional generous sponsor-
ship from Alia, the Royal Jordanian Air-
line, and Aramex International.

Results Of The 1986 Season

Five excavation areas were worked in
1986; three of them, area AA on the upper
tell and areas BB and DD on the lower tell,
were continued from the previous season.
Area EE on the west slope of the upper tell
and Area FF on the north side of the low
mound were begun in 1986 (see Fig. 1 for
location of the excavated areas and their
relationship to those excavated by the
Pennsylvania expedition).

Excavations on the Upper Tell

Area AA

Area AA, situated in the south-east
corner of Pritchard’s large trench of the
1960’s, was begun in 1985 as a continua-
tion of his stratigraphic sequence through
the Iron Age levels of the upper tell. It was
planned originally as an 11 m. square, di-
vided into four 5 m. squares with 1 m. re-
duction baulks between. At the time when
AA was initiated, it was not appreciated
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that this particular corner had not been ex-
cavated down to Pritchard’s lowest stratum
(VII - ca. 825-790 BC), nor indeed that at
the termination of his 1967 season, this
area had not been reduced to a single cohe-
rent stratum. As a result, much of the
1985 season was concerned with the defi-
nition of residual deposits related to stra-
tum VI, and the further isolation of stra-
tum VII. Little could be adduced concern-
ing stratum VI which existed only as
heavily eroded and fragmentary wall stubs,
damaged as a result of their previous expo-
sure, but a reasonably coherent plan of
stratum VII was obtained which conforms
closely in character and layout to that exca-
vated by Pritchard further to the north and
described in his preliminary reports. Simi-
lar thin-walled, rather poorly constructed
buildings arranged along streets and alley-
ways were encountered, and the general
picture gained is one of industrial rather
than domestic usage (see Tubb 1985, PL
XVI ). The division into VIIA and VIIB as
suggested by Pritchard was also confirmed,
these two sub-phases being more in the na-
ture of partial rebuilds, refloorings and
additions than of architecturally discrete
levels. It appears, too, that there were
later modifications to the upper sub-phase
(VIIA), and it may prove necessary to sub-
divide stratum VII further into VIIB, VIIA
lower and VIIA upper.

With the publication of Pritchard's
final tell report (1985) it became clear that
the part of the trench in which AA is sit-
uated, although almost completely cleared
to stratum VI and partially exposed to stra-
tum VII, was neither recorded nor plan-
ned, the recording of both strata VI and VII
terminating some four metres north of area
AA. At the start of the 1986 season,
therefore, it was necessary to extend area
AA by adding a further 5 m. square to the
north east (AA 500) in order to obtain an
overlap which will enable the 1985 plan of
stratum VII to be linked to that published
by Pritchard. It is also hoped that a con-
tinuous section will be obtained by means
of this extension. As in the previous sea-
son, the extension first required the cut-
ting back of Pritchard’s heavily eroded east
section by nearly 1.5 m. Again, this was

performed as a stratigraphic check of the
sequence and produced confirmation of the
upper phasing. A large pit of stratum IV
was found and samples of the fill were
taken for flotation. Stratum V was largely
removed by this pit but stratum VI was
found intact in the section cutting. In the
main area of 500, Pritchard’s excavation
had completely removed VI and had ceased
at the isolation of stratum VIIA which was
represented by the remains of an east- west
running wall and patches of an associated
cobble paving. Below, in VIIB, was found
the earlier phase of the east- west wall, this
time associated with a beaten earth floor
covered with ash and substantial quantities
of pottery. The ash clearly derived from a
tannur found on the west side of 500
against the wall.

Elsewhere in AA, the final completion
of stratum VII was achieved with the remo-
val of the 1985 baulks and the further ex-
cavation of AA 400 which had been left
unfinished from the previous season.
These operations brought to light two walls
which further elucidate the plan of the
stratum and also two installations in the
corner of AA 400, one of which appears to
be a type of bath (Pl. V). It is deeply cut
into the remains of strata VIII and IX and
takes the form of a roughly square mud-
brick lined basin (1.5 m. X 1.4 m.)
floored with finely layed square mud-brick
slabs. The preserved kerb stands about 35
cm above the base. In the north-west cor-
ner there is a drain hole which extends
some 30 cm below the floor of the installa-
tion. A bronze bracelet and an iron blade
were found on the floor of this installation.

In the main area of AA (100, 200,
300, 400) excavation in 1986 proceeded
through strata VIII, IX, X and XI and fini-
shed with the isolation of stratum XII and
the complete excavation of one of its
rooms.

Stratum VIII was partially uncovered
in 1985 in one small area of AA 100. It
seems to represent not a tangible architec-
tural phase but rather a phase of human ac-
tivity, almost certainly industrial in na-
ture. Its principle characteristic is of a
thick (30-50 cm) deposit of intensely col-
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