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The third archaeological campaign at
el-Balu‘ was carried out from July 7 until
August 5, 1991. The excavation was funded
by the Unions of the Seventh-Day Adventist
Church in Germany and sponsored by the
Theological Seminary Marienhoehe, Darm-
stadt (Germany). The campaign of four
weeks was directed by Udo Worschech with
the assistance of Ursula Worschech, F.
Ninow, and U. Rosenthal, who served as
square Supervisors.

The main objectiye of this year was to
continue excavations in the Assyro-
Babylonian house complex (Area CI), to start
work at the defence wall (Area CIII) at the
northern edge of the plateau, and to enlarge
the excavated area west of the gasr (Area
AI).

Area Al-House with Courtyard (Figs. 1-2)

Since the 1987 season had given indica-
tion of at least two architectural phases in
Square A8a/26', a further square (A8d/26)
was opened in 1991. This square is located
directly south of wall w1 (Fig. 1) with the
blocked doorway. In both squares the Iron
Age floor was reached (see Fig. 1 for the
following comments).

The round structure in Square A8a/26,
which had been interpreted provisionally as a
furnace, was removed. In this process it
became obvious that the structure was not a
furnace. No firing room or ashes were found
inside. After the removal of the round struc-
ture several smaller walls appeared dividing
the courtyard into several sections.

The small wall w2 about 0.30m wide,
which extended from the east balk towards
wall w4 and the round structure, continues
westward until it meets another small

stoneline w3 (PL.I,1). In order to build the
round structure, wall w2 was levelled and
incorporated into the structure for no obvious
purpose. East of the round structure the
partition wall w2 remained at its original
height. Wall w4 had an original width of
about 0.45m. It appears that this wall w4 was
reinforced in connection with the construc-
tion of the round structure.

The small stone line w3,0.32m in width
and at an average of 0.35m in height, seper-
ated the courtyard from a cooking area. The
stone line formed a step for the elevated
cooking area which had an average level of
844.17m against the level of the courtyard
which was about 843.77m. On this cooking
platform remains of a tabun were discovered.
This tabun may be the reason for the thick
ashy layer mixed with fine sand which consti-
tuted the fill above the courtyard and the
cooking area.

The eastern part of the partition wall w2
together with wall w4 and the eastern part of
the main wall wl form one (R111) of two
small chambers (R111 and R112). Chamber
R111 contained a great number of working
stones, grinders, mortars and flat stone tables
(PLI2). This chamber had access through a
doorway into one of the rooms (R110) of the
main building. The corners of this doorway
are very well built. A huge basalt doorstep
formed part of the entrance. This doorway is
the second of two entrances which led from
the courtyard into room R110 before the first
doorway was blocked and the courtyard
modified.

The other small chamber R112, west of
R111, yielded no special objects except a
small quantity of sherds. It was probably used
for storage. Although this chamber did not

1. In 1987 only one square was opened; it had no specific
designation except for the general area term AI; see:
U.F.Ch. Worschech, ‘Preliminary Roport on the Second
Campaign at the Ancient Site of el-Balu‘ in 1987’, ADAJ

33(1989), p. 111-121; U. Worschech, ‘Ergebnisse der
Grabungen auf der Hirbet el-Balu‘ 1987. Ein Vorbericht,’
ZDPV 106 (1990), P. 86-113.
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