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The 1986 season of excavation at
Abila of the Decapolis — Quweilbeh,
northern Jordan,' (P1. XXXIII,1) was con-
ducted from June 21 to August 8 with Dr.
W. Harold Mare, Director, and Covenant
Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, as principal
investigators, under the general supervi-
sion of Dr. Adnan Hadidi, Director
General of the Department of Antiquities
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The
1986 excavation was also sponsored by
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Cin-
cinnati Christian Seminary, Ohio, with St.
Louis Community College, Florissant Val-
ley, giving valuable assistance.

The 1986 excavation received the
valuable counsel and help from Dr. Adnan
Hadidi and also from Dr. Ghazi Bisheh,
Dr. Hadidi’s assistant, and from Mr. Sul-
tan Shureidah, Irbid District Inspector and
Department Representative. Others from

the Department of Antiquities also helped
greatly in the Abila Educational Program
by giving scheduled lectures: Dr. Ghazi
Bisheh on ‘“Archaeology in the Early
Islamic Period”’; Dr. Zahida Safar on
“Tomb Painting and Tomb Excavation’;
and Dr. Fawzi Zayadine on “Roman Reli-
gion.”

The American Staff of twenty-six
members® was aided by the Department
Representative, Sultan Shureidah, and
augmented by the Camp Cook, Abu Yusef
‘Adawi, and his assistants and by the thirty
local workmen hired for various secondary
excavation tasks. The staff headquarters in
the Khureibah Boys School, Mr. Ibrahim
Mustafa Ibrahim, Principal, located just
1.5 kilometers south of the site near ‘Ain
Khureibah — a school graciously provided
through the Department of Antiquities
and the Ministry of Education of Jordan —

1. A site on Wadi Quweilbeh, about 15 kilometers
north-northeast of Irbid and 4 kilometers south
of Wadi el-Yarmouk.

2. The American Staff consisted of twenty six
persons, including Dr. Mare, Director, Dr.
W.W. Winter, Cincinnati Christian Seminary,
Dr. Horace D. Hummel, Concordia Seminary,
Dr. Bastiaan Van Elderen, The Free University,
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, and Mr. Michael
J. Fuller, St. Louis Community College, as core
staff members. The staff members were as
follows: director, W. Harold Mare; associate
directors, Dr. Reuben Bullard, Cincinnati
Christian Seminary, Horace Hummel, and
Michael Fuller; area supervisors, Michael Ful-
ler, chief architect and surveyor, Neathery B.
Fuller, tomb supervisor, Horace Hummel, Area
A supervisor, Bastiaan Van Elderen, Area B
supervisor, and Wilkie Winter, Area D super-
visor. Square supervisors included: Amy Deeds,
Mark Hartmann, Judy Herzog, Dr. Jack Lee,
Robyn Magner, Deomar Roos, Dr. John
Shoup, Robert Smith, Tim Snow, Dr. Sujai
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Suneetha, Doyle Theimer, John Wineland,
Gretchen Witte and Mark Ziese. Also included
were the following specialists: ceramicist, Lee
Maxwell; osteologist, Valerie Haskins, with
Sujai Suneetha and John Wineland as assistants;
photographer, Douglas Potter; ethnoar-
chaeologist, John Shoup; flotation, Neather B.
Fuller and Gretchen Witte, assistant; registrar,
Lee Maxwell and assistants, Julene Gernant,
Judy Herzog, Jack Lee, John Shoup, Doyle
Theimer, Deomar Roos, Amy Deeds, Mark
Ziese, John Wineland and others; conservator,
Shelley Dunn; artists, Mark Ziese, Doyle
Theimer, Deomar Roos, Amy Deeds, Mark
Hartmann and others; educational director,
Wilkie Winter and Robert Smith, assistant;
architect-surveyors, Michael Fuller, and John
Wineland, Gretchen Witte, Mark Ziese, and
Doyle Theimer, assistants; camp manager,
Robyn Magner; medical advisors, Dr. Eleanor
Soltau, M.D. and Aileen Coleman, R.N., An-
Noor Hospital, Mafraq; and cook, Abu Yusef
‘Adawi, and assistants.



proved most adequate to meet the housing
and research needs of the excavation.

The objectives set forth in the Re-
search Design submitted to Dr. Adnan
Hadidi and the Department of Antiquities
included the following: 1) to do pure
research into the physical materials avail-
able for excavation at the site (i.e.,
ceramics stratigraphic evidence,
architecture, human skeletal remains,
geological, faunal and floral evidence,
numismatic evidence, etc., which would
help in understanding the cultural history
of the site); 2) to do salvage archaeology,
thus retrieving and preserving as much as
possible the physical remains exposed or
disturbed by unlawful digging; and 3) to
continue an educational program com-
posed of weekly lectures and week-end
archaeological trips to help the staff obtain
a better understanding of the history,
culture and disciplines involved in excavat-
ing at Abila of the Decapolis as well as
understanding the culture of Abila in the
light of other archaeological excavations,
especially in Jordan.

It was determined that the excavation
on Tell Abila at the sixth century A.D.
basilica needed expanding to define better
the nature and function of this structure as
well as that of any other structures on the
same site built before and after the basili-
ca; the trénch just to the northeast of the
basilica needed further probing to deter-
mine the extent of the Hellenistic-Roman
structures there and their relation to any
Iron and Bronze Age strata and structures.
On Umm el-‘Amad the nature and func-
tion of the seventh century A.D. basilica
there needed further defining, and along
the north-northeast slope of Umm el-
‘Amad the debris at the theater cavea
called for probing to get some understand-
ing of the size, form and complexity of that
structure. Further work was needed in the
Roman-Byzantine cemetery along the
wadis to the east and south of Tell Abila
and Umm el-‘Amad to get further under-
standing of the burial customs, practices
and beliefs of the people buried there (Fig.
1).
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Area A:
The Excavation on Tell Abila
(Supervisor, Horace D. Hummel)

Major attention was placed on ex-
cavating further the east section of the
sixth century triapsidal basilica where there
was evidence of later structures built over
parts of it and where there was evidence of
the builders of the basilica having used
materials belonging to an earlier structure
abutting and under it. Attention was also
given to the materials from an earlier time
which were in a north trench located at the
northeast corner of the basilica.

The following periods were in evi-
dence in Area A in the 1986 season: Post
Umayyad (Late Islamic), Umayyad/
Byzantine, Byzantine, Roman, Hellenistic,
Persian (slightly), Iron Age and Bronze
Age.

The excavation of Squares A 11-16
added additional evidence as to the
Umayyad presence and activity in the area
of the basilica, particularly in A 11 in upper
loci of the north apse of the basilica where
additional loci were found, and further
evidence was uncovered of the Umayyad
buildings on the south side of the basilica,
constructed on the foundation stylobate of
the basilica (Fig. 2). Umayyad wall stubs
extended west of the south apse into
Squares A 12-16, with north-south cross
walls in evidence in some places. Investiga-
tion of what appeared to be a possible
break on the south outer wall of the
basilica (A 15-16) did not yield evidence
that at this point an Islamic prayer niche
had been built. In Square A 8, the place of
the “capital graveyard,” excavation pro-
duced continued evidence of Umayyad
activity, pointing again to Umayyad use
and storage of the column and capital
pieces there.

The Byzantine period of Area A (Fig.
3) was clearly evident in the further ex-
cavation of Squares A 4 and A 8 (located
within and also just to the west of the
central apse of the basilica) and in Square
A 11 (within and just to the west of the
north apse) where excavation finally unco-
vered part of a podium platform of an
earlier structure. (Part of this podium was
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also uncovered in the lower loci of A 8). It
had been noted in 1982 and 1984 that the
joint where the south arc of the north apse
and the north arc of the central apse met —
at a point where the north stylobate
extended west — that the joint of the apses
and the stylobate was uneven; it was
thought at that time that the builders of the
sixth century basilica here had used part of
an earlier structure (possibly a Hellenistic
or Roman structure) (Fig. 4) but had not
made the join a smooth one. The excava-
tion in 1986 in A 11 and A 8 demonstrated
that this thesis was correct. The jumble of
many large blocks of stone within A 11 (the
result of an earthquake or some other
disturbance) was removed in large part,
producing a great amount of debri loci
(Byzantine in pottery date) down to a large
podium. Just to the east of the podium
within the north apse further excavating of
the Byzantine loci brought to light support-
ing stones (A 11026) under the podium for
an underground chamber which was
choked" with blocks which had fallen
through parts of the podium (compare
the Jarash temple of Artemis and its
underground chamber.) Further excava-
tion here will help determine more precise-
ly the dating of this earlier building.
According to the evidence on the south
east sector of the structure (A 11 to A 16)
the flooring of the basilica, at least in this
section, proved to be an opus sectile one,
made up of black and white flagstones in
pattern design; at one point a flagstone
piece containing a Christian cross in relief,
was reused in the floor. The latter and also
a column showing dowel impressions in the
form of a cross further point to the fact that
the structure was indeed a Christian basili-
ca. In addition to the many fragments of
columns and capitals found, other
architectural features included a part of the
marble iconostasis screen for the basilica.

Excavation in the north-south trench
(in A 1-3), in that sector extending north at
the northeast corner of the basilica, ex-
posed further material in wall and soil loci
there from the Roman and Hellenistic
periods, and uncovered as well loci of the
Iron Age and Bronze Age periods (Fig. 5).
In Squares A1 and A2 the Hellenistic-
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Roman walls were further exposed, and in
removing some of them an earlier Iron Age
phase came to light evidenced by an Iron II
wall (A 1083) and both Iron II (A 1113,
1120, etc.; A 2092) and Iron I (A 1126; A
2110) soil loci. Some evidence of Bronze
Age periods came to light in the excavation
lower in the same squares of earlier Bronze
Age loci: Late Bronze (cf. A 1116-1119;
1121, 1125 and 1138, mainly; also some in
A 2108); Middle Bronze/Late Bronze (A
1003, 1117, 1121, 1137); Middle Bronze II
(A 1100, 1115, 1147, 1149; and A 2096,
2099, 2113); and Early Bronze — the
pottery in this latter phase was fragmentary
and not abundant and dates to Early
Bronze II/III (example, A 1102, A 2108).

‘Area B:

The Khirbet Umm el-‘Amad Theater Cavea
(Supervisor: Bastiaan Van Elderen)

Excavation at the theater cavea (Area
B) on the north-northeast slope of Khirbet
Umm el-‘Amad began for the first time in
1986 with the opening up of four squares,
B 1-4. Trench B 1, 10 meters long and 2.50
meters wide was opened up perpendicular-
ly to the north-northeast orientation of the
theater cavea back into the cavea, excavat-
ing through extensive fill debris up to a

depth of ca. 3 meters; below this fill there
was encountered a tumble of large lime-
stone blocks, largely of ashlar construction.
Below this tumble a finely cut ashlar
block(s) (B 1012) was encountered which
with a very slight curve extended back into
the cavea. The massiver amount of soil
debris in the upper layers of B 1, an
accumulation of material which had fil-
tered down from above from the top of
Umm el-‘Amad over the centuries, repre-
sented a number of periods: Early Bronze;
Middle Bronze (MB II); Iron Age; Helle-
nistic; Roman; Byzantine; Umayyad;
Abbasid; Fatimid; Ayyubid/Mamluk and
Ottoman. Due to the nature of the fill
which had gradually filtered down over the
centuries it was not possible to separate
definitively the periods and phases repre-
sented in this debris.

Square B 2 (4 meters by 4 meters) was



laid out several meters to the northeast of
B 1, near the modern donkey path which
runs east-west along the southern edge of
the saddle depression. After the removal
of ca. 2 meters of soil layers and rock, a
well-cut basalt pavement (with some stria-
tion and possible curbing evident) was
uncovered (Fig. 6). It was projected that
the pavement was part of the roadway
which ran in front of the theater (compare
the Jarash Cardo Maximus and main
Decumanus roadways, and the Decumanus
roadway which ran in front of the north
theater at that site). The loci in Square B 2
evidenced the following periods: Late Isla-
mic (slightly); Umayyad; Byzantine (heavi-
ly); Roman; Hellenistic; and Iron Age.

Square B 3 (4 meters by 4 meters ) was
opened about 2 meters to the southwest of
B 2, thus being located just to the east of
the northern end of B 1. The excavation
here exposed two substantial walls (B 3003
and B 3004) running north-south and
east-west respectively and adjoining each
other perpendicularly at the southwest
sector of the square. An archway (B 3005)
perpendicularly adjoining Wall B 3003 was
uncovered. This archway was filled two-
thirds with debris and had a small step just
to the north of it which rested on a
pavement which extended at the bottom of
the Archway (B 3005) north-south back
into the cavea. At the juncture where
Walls B 3003 and B 3004 met, excavation
continued down ca. 3.50 meters to a stone
flooring of large ashlar blocks or of bed-
rock. The mixed pottery in the loci of
Square B 3 ranged over the following
periods: Late Islamic; Umayyad; Byzan-
tine (largely); Roman; Hellenistic and
Iron Age.

Square B 4 (4 meters by 4 meters)
was opened 1 meter to the south of B 3,
farther up into the cavea debris; this was
east of B 1. In Square B 4 two walls
were exposed, one wall, B 4004, running
cast-west along the south side of the
square, and the other, Wall B 4005,
running along the east edge of the square;
they joined perpendicularly at the south-
east sector of the square. As Wall 4005 was
being exposed another archway, B 4007,

built into Wall 4005 began to come to light
(compare the various small archways found
in the excavation of the North Theater at
Jarash). The mixed pottery found in
Square B 4 represented: Late Islamic
(slightly); Umayyad; Byzantine (largely);
Roman (slightly) and Hellenistic (slightly).
Much debris must yet be removed
from the cavea before details of the plan of
the theater cavea can be determined.

Area D:
The Khirbet Umm el-‘Amad Excavation
(Supervisor: Willard W. Winter)

Excavation on Khirbet Umm el-
‘Amad in 1986 concentrated on the eastern
sector of the acropolis at the eastern half of
the ruins of the seventh century A.D.
basilica where excavation in several
squares opened in 1984 (D 1-4, 11 and 12)
had exposed part of a structure which
Gottlieb Schumacher® had called a “tem-
ple,” but already in the 1984 excavation a
capital with a cross carved in relief had
been uncovered, which indicated that the
structure was surely a Byzantine basilica.
Excavation in 1986 further confirmed this
conclusion: other capitals were found with
crosses cut in relief. Further squares were
opened in the eastern sector of the basilica:
D 13-25. In all of these squares there was
practically no evidence of Post Umayyad
habitation, but the stratigraphic evidence
combined with pottery finds points in
Strata I-III (especially in D 14, 15, 16 and
22) to Umayyad habitation here.

The Byzantine period was well
attested in the additional squares opened
up in 1986: fairly plentifully in all squares,
and especially in Squares D 11, 13, 14, 15,
16, 18, 20, 21 and 22. In some of the
squares (D 13, 14, 15 and 21) a moderate
quantity of Roman Period sherds were
found. In overall dimensions the Umm
el-‘Amad basilica has been shown to be 20
meters wide (nave 10 meters wide and each
side aisle 5 meters wide) and 41 meters
long, with three apses on the east, two
main stylobates, one each on the north and
south, extending east to west from the joint
where the north and central, and south and

3. Abila of the Decapolis. London: Palestine Exploration Society, 1889.
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central, apses meet respectively (Fig. 8).
Columns with their capitals, alternating in
limestone and basalt, had stood on their
respective stylobates 2.35 meters apart
(from column center to column center, Fig.
7). Flooring for the basilica, at least in
‘most of the eastern half of the basilica,
even between the columns, was in opus
sectile flagstone of red and black stone
and/or white marble, with a portion of the
design in one sector (D 3) in scallops filled
in with white marble discs. In many cases
the marble discs and squares had been
robbed out in antiquity, but the mortar
matrix bedding was still in evidence.
Although no mosaic flooring is yet in
evidence, in Square D 14 a quantity of
tesserae chips was found in concentration
indicating tesserae and mosaic manufac-
ture, possibly for wall or ceiling mosaics.

In Square D 14 and elsewhere evi-
dence of foundation trenches cutting
through at least two floor surfaces in laying
down the stylobates for the basilica points
to an earlier structure having been built on
the site before the basilica was constructed.
A part of the foundation stylobate for the
iconostasis altar screen was found in D 13
and D 18 (Fig. 9).

In the western sector of the basilica

massive column and capital pieces are to be
seen resting on the surface soil across the
western entrance of the basilica. These
flanked the entrance to the structure and
led into a narthex, which seems to have
been ornamented with red marble col-
umns; a piece of red marble protruding
slightly from the surface of the ground here
points to this. This sector of the basilica
will be a subject of investigation in 1988.

In 1980 a smaller single apse basilica
located on a ledge just to the east of the
theater cavea was investigated and drawn;
the basilica also had a narthex. The dimen-
sions for the nave were 24.5 meters by 18.7
meters; the narthex extended 4.5 meters
farther west of the outer wall of the nave.
The three basilicas (one each on Tell
Abila and on Umm el-“‘Amad and this
single apse basilica) all within a radius of

200 to 300 meters of one another, suggest
that there may have been a bishopric at
Abila in this period.

Areas H, K and L:
Tomb Excavation
(Supervisor: Neathery Batsell Fuller)

Again in 1986, as in 1984, tomb
excavation of both salvage and undisturbed
tombs uncovered evidence of Late Hellen-
istic, Roman and Byzantine tombs. Pro-
cedurely, in Area K, Tomb K 4, looted
between the 1984 and 1986 seasons, was
excavated first, with looted Tomb K 3
nearby receiving minimal investigative
attention; these tombs were located on the
south wadi ledge to the south-southeast of
‘Ain Quweilbeh, just to the south of Umm
el-“Amad. After work in this area a greater
part of the season was spent in Tomb Area
L, located on the east wadi ledge just to
the east of Umm el-‘Amad, where Tombs
L 1-3 and 5-17 and Columbarium L4 were
excavated (Fig. 10). Near the end of the
scason Tomb H 3, located on the east wadi
ledge to the northeast of Tell Abila was
excavated. In all, eighteen tombs and one
columbarium were excavated.

The Late Hellenistic - Early Roman
Periods (198-63 B.C.; 63 B.C.-A.D. 135),
Tombs L 15, L 16 and L 3.

Tomb L 15 (Fig. 11) was a standard
type of Late Hellenistic-Early Roman
tomb, consisting of a well-cut dromos with
sealing stones and steps leading to the
entrance; Byzantine sherds were found in
the fill above the sealing stones. The tomb
itself consisted of a central chamber with
five loculi cut into the three sides of the
central chamber. The slight amount of soil
deposit within the tomb leads to the

~conclusion that this tomb has remained

closed since it was sealed in antiquity.
Tomb L 15 is similar architecturally to
Abila Tomb H 2 (excavated in 1982) and L
3 (1986) and to Pella Tomb 8 (second-third
century A.D.)* and to the Group III Dura
Europos tombs (100 B.C.-A.D. 100).° The

4. R.H. Smith, Pella of the Decapolis, 1973, p.
187.
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5. Toll, The Excavations at Dura—EurOpos, Part II,
1946, p. 10, 13.
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