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IN MEMORIAM
HENK FRANKEN (1917-2005)

Professor Henk Franken passed away in the
Netherlands on January 18. 2005, aged 87, after a
vivid life and being active till the end. He is known
in Jordan because of his work at Tall Dayr ‘Alla —
with far reaching influence — and because of his
advise in many archaeological matters. He had
clear ideas about archaeological developments and
clear opinions about political connections of ar-
chaeology in this part of the Near East.

Hendricus Jacobus Franken studied Theology
and Ancient Hebrew at Amsterdam University and
added Anthropology to become missionary for a
Protestant Church on Bali. Apart from his activities
during the German occupation of The Netherlands,
this has been a very formative period for him, be-
ing strongly involved in a specific non-western In-
donesian society with its own original religious
thinking, about which he also published. Upon his
return to Holland he joined the Faculty of Theology
at Leiden University for a PhD study with a thesis
about “The mystical communion with JHWH in the
book of Psalms”(1954), and was subsequently at-
tracted by the Old Testament scholar Prof Piet de
Boer to be employed at this Faculty for “Pal-
estinian Antiquities” and teach the “realia” of the
Old Testament. He acquainted himself with the
state of the art by spelling out archaeological re-
ports, such as that of Megiddo and Albright’s Tall
Bayt Marsim, which he then considered as the most
adequate introduction to site archaeology. Most in-
fluential was the fieldwork training he received at
Kenyon’s Jericho excavations from 1955-1958.

This background, including his appreciation of
the German Historic Critical approach of the Old
Testament, and of the Phenomenological approach
of religion, together with his interest in the natural
sciences, and in combination with his sceptic or
critical attitude to some established authorities and
opinions made him a creative archaeologist.

Franken experienced a fast breakthrough in the
archaeological world, during one decade, the
1960s. This was partly due to his excavations at
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Dayr Alla — the first Dutch excavations in the re-
gion — that attracted so many visiting famous
scholars (archaeologists and Old Testament spe-
cialists). It was also due to his international pub-
lications about the value of archaeology for Old
Testament studies, including the critical intro-
ductory textbook A Primer of Old Testament Ar-
chaeology (1963), written together with his wife
Ann Franken-Battershill, a Jericho archaeologist
who also joined the Dayr ‘Alla excavations (cf.
ADAJ 41(1997): 112). This book, together with his
lectures and a pottery workgroup, was in fact my
first acquaintance with this archaeology as a first-
year student at Leiden University in 1964. Frank-
en’s questioning of the quality of the current char-
acter of archaeology in Palestine and his own goals
were also very clear in his first public lecture as a
professor at Leiden University Heilig-Land en Hei-
lige Huisjes (1962). He explained that for him
“biblical archaeology ... would consist of capita
selecta from the archaeology of greater Syria, not
chosen to throw light upon passages from the
Bible, but chosen to get an image of the cultures
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from biblical times”. At that time he also took care
of the Dutch public by numerous articles and a
book — being an archaeological journey through
the “land of the Bible” (1962), and international
(British) public by articles in the Illustrated London
News. Apart from critically assessing the existing
archaeological practice, theory and results, he also
developed or practised approaches that would —
he hoped — cure the existing drawbacks, namely a
correct stratigraphic approach in fieldwork for rel-
ative chronology and an independent type of pot-
tery study to understand the changes and thus be
able to justify a typo-chronology. At the same time
he was looking for “man behind the artefact” — a
rather new approach in archaeology. Apart from his
background, interest and training he was influenced
here by European Prehistoric archaeological ap-
proaches and by Anna Shepard’s comprehensive
pottery approach. His first major publication Ex-
cavations at Tall Dayr ‘Alla I: A Stratigraphical
and Analytical Study of the Early Iron Age Pottery
of 1969 witnessed this eloquently, including con-
tributions by the potter Jan Kalsbeek. The reactions
made clear that much work was to be done to con-
vince people at that time. Spectacular discoveries
— enigmatic clay tablets with unknown writing in
a temple context, and esp. the Balaam text —
brought his work under the attention of a wider
scholarly public, and all related archaeology schol-
ars had to deal with Franken’s work.

Henk Franken’s critical attitude towards con-
servative biblical approaches and the political im-
pact of it and justification for it, became stronger
when the social effects of this approach became
visible in the Palestinian drama during and after the
1967 war. This became not only apparent in some
rather private activities, but also in some publica-
tions dealing the search for standards and pro-
cedures of scholarly reasoning, such as “The other
side of the Jordan” in ADAJ 15 (1970): 5-10, and
“The problem of identification in Biblical Ar-
chaeology” in PEQ 108 (1976): 3-11.

Before, but also after his retirement from Leiden
University in 1984 Franken continued to work with
all these issues. His care for the correct stratigraph-
ic approach was apparent in an action, with Moa-
wiyeh Ibrahim of the Department of Antiquities, to
bring four of the foremen and technical men from
Jericho, trained by Kathleen Kenyon, to Jordan af-
ter 1967 and to have them available for excavation
work in Transjordan. “Abu Simon” had a very
strong personal connection with one of them, Ali
Abdulrasul (cf. ADAJ 41 (1997): 11f). But he also
contributed on a more theoretical level by his in-
volvement in the Ghent workshop to develop a
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“Guide to Archaeostratigraphic Classification and
Terminology” (see Stratigraphica Archaeologica 1
and 2, 1984 and 1987), and practically again with
his care for the Ophel part of the Kenyon heritage
of the Jerusalem excavations (together with M.L.
Steiner): Jerusalem II, 1990.

Franken paid much attention to pottery studies
as he (convincingly) believed in the value of his ap-
proach. This was partly in a regional perspective,
especially the Islamic pottery studies (near Dayr
‘Alla: Tall Abii Gourdan, with later initiatives at
Tall Abu Sarbat, e.g. ADAJ 36) and the pottery ex-
hibitions in Brussels and Tiibingen, with a guide/
handbook (with D. Homes-Fredericq) in an attempt
to reconcile his approach with the traditional ty-
pological approach. Also his publications about
Jericho (Iron Age pottery) and Jerusalem (with his
last major work soon in press, through efforts of his
wife Cees Franken-Burggraaff) contribute to this.
However he also had a systematic perspective, with
question-oriented research, and activities elsewhere
in the Middle East (1972-1975 in N-Syria) and be-
yond, continued by his successor for pottery stud-
ies, A. van As, and with publications in the News-
letter of the Department of Pottery Technology
(Leiden University), since 1983.

Henk Franken’s foci became also clear in his fi-
nal publication of The Late Bronze Age Sanctuary
of Dayr Alla, in 1992, with far reaching economic
and social-religious interpretations. His holistic ar-
chaeological approach and view of long term pro-
cesses became apparent in his Yadoudeh. The his-
tory of a land, based on surface survey of the estate
of the Abujaber family, in 1979.

Much of the impact and value of Franken’s
work for Palestinian Archaeology, but also beyond,
has been assessed by Paul Lapp (thoroughly and
extensively in his “The Tell Deir ‘Alla Challenge
to Palestinian Archaeology”, Vetus Testamentum
20 (1970): 243-256, a review article of Deir ‘Alla
I), and by Roger Moorey, with a wider historical
perspective in his A Century of Biblical Ar-
chaeology, of 1991, especially pp. 132-135. Gloria
London assessed specifically his role in approaches
of ceramic typology and technology, with a wider
regional perspective, in The Oxford Encyclopedia
of Archaeology in the Near East (Eric Meyers, ed-
itor, 1997), pp. 450-453.

Not reviewed there is Franken’s contribution in
another field. Stress on independence from a con-
servative biblical approach in archaeology, also
means for him — because of its connection with all
sorts of western interests in the region — contrib-
uting to the development of an independent na-
tional archaeology in Jordan. In practice this in-



cluded setting up, with Moawiyah Ibrahim, a real
cooperation in one project (Dayr ‘Alla) with the
Department of Antiquities in 1976 (cf. ADAJ 22:
571f.), from which also resulted the establishment
(1982) of the Dayr Alla Station for Archaeological
Studies, together with Yarmouk University. The
same interest in promoting a national archaeology
was apparent for Palestine, for example with
Shaath’s “First International Symposium on Pal-
estine Antiquities” in Aleppo (1981), and — more
recently — through a donation of many of his ar-
chaeological books and journals to the Institute of
Archaeology of Birzeit University.

Because of this contribution, combined with his
scholarly attitudes, he was an eloquent advisor in
Jordanian archaeological matters during several
years, and earned not only a visit at his workrooms
in Leiden by His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Hassan in 1977, but also the Jordanian In-
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Henk Franken

dependence Medal, granted to him by His Majesty
King Hussein, and presented to him by Her Royal
Highness Princess Sarvath al-Hassan on the occa-
sion of the opening of the exhibition to his honour
about the archaeology of Tall Dayr ‘Alla in Leiden
at the National Museum of Antiquities, August
24th, 1989.

His friend Paul Lapp called Henk Franken rad-
ical in his views and approaches, but he generally
had an important issue and an approach that was to
become more common some time after. With re-
spect we remember him with his original contribu-
tions to the archaeology of Jordan-Palestine and
those to pottery studies, and with his teaching, ad-
vise and research, that were and are stimulating for
SO many.

Gerrit van der Kooij
Leiden University






OBITUARY
GIORGIO GULLINI
Rome, August 13th, 1923 — Rome, October 13th, 2004

Giorgio Gullini graduated from Rome Uni-
versity, and worked for a few years at the An-
tiquities and Art Administration as Inspector and
Director.

From 1958 to 1998 he was a Full Professor of
Archaeology and History of Greek and Roman Art
at the University of Turin.

From 1976 to 1986 he was President of the Ar-
chaeological Heritage Committee of the National
Council for Cultural Heritage, and from 1979 to
1986 he was also a Member of the National Uni-
versity Council.

From 1955 to 1961, he was among Giuseppe
Tucci’s first co-operators in the archaeological mis-
sions to Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran, par-
ticipating in the exploration in the Swat Valley of
the city of Udegram, the ancient Ora founded by
Alexander the Great, the Ghazni Palace in Af-
ghanistan, and the Kuh-i-Khwagia Palace in Sei-
stan — Iran.

In 1963 he promoted together with the Pied-
mont local Authorities, Turin University and Turin
Savings Bank, the constitution of Centro Ricerche
Archeologiche e Scavi di Torino per il Medio
Oriente e I’Asia (Centre of Archaeological Re-
search and Excavations of Turin for the Middle
East and Asia), of which he was first Scientific Di-
rector, and then President during the later years.

According to such appointments he planned, de-
veloped and directed the research of Turin Ar-
chaeological School in Iraq, Iran, central Asia, Jor-
dan, Syria, Lebanon, Tunisia, as well as in Ttaly -
Magna Graecia and Sicily.

His research mainly addressed the history of an-
cient architecture, from the proto-Sumerian to the
Byzantine, intended as a complex document of
knowledge on the ancient cultures and societies.

The main studies he carried out were focused on
the irradiation of the Hellenism in Asia, its con-
sequences on the local cultures and the return to-
wards the West in the late ancient era, the develop-
ment of the great Mediterranean cultures from the
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third millennium BC to the late-ancient era, as
phases and aspects of a fundamentally unitary
framework, the great Roman architecture in its
phases of middle and late republican ages linked to
the Hellenism and middle imperial age with the il-
lustration of the Hellenistic-Syrian school, which
Apollodorus of Damascus belonged to.

In 1966 he founded Mesopotamia, an annual
magazine of archaeology, epigraphy and ancient
oriental history.

In 1969 he founded in Baghdad the Iragi-Italian
Institute of Archaeological Sciences and the Iraqi-
Italian Centre for the Restoration of Monuments,
as innovative tools of a continued parithetic coop-
eration with the local Authorities through the ap-
plication of the most advanced technologies for the
management of the cultural heritage. In 1985 he
planned an important exhibition of art and Mes-
opotamian archaeology, “The Land between the
Two Rivers”, held in Turin, Florence and Rome.

With the same aim, he constituted the Jor-
danian-Italian Institute of Archaeological Sciences
in Amman and the Tunisian-Italian Institute of Sci-
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ences and Technologies of the Cultural Heritage in
Tunis.

In 1995, in cooperation with the Jordanian De-
partment of Antiquities, he organized and hosted in
Turin the sixth International Conference “Studies
in the History and Archaeology of Jordan”.

In Beirut in 1996, he started an intense coop-
eration with the Direction General of Antiquities of
Lebanon for the protection of the archaeological
heritage of the historical centre of the city.

From the end of the sixties, he became more and
more interested in the contribution of the physical,
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mathematic and natural sciences to the man-
agement of the cultural heritage. In such a context,
he theorized a disciplinary integration guided by
the centrality of the historical demand.

He was a national associate of Turin Sciences
Academy and Rome Lincei Academy.

His wide scientific production includes more
than a hundred works and articles on specialized
magazines and embraces many fields, from classic
to oriental archaeology.

Roberto Parapetti



WADI BURMA NORTH, TAL‘AT ‘UBAYDA, AND WADI AL-QUSAYR
A PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE JAFR BASIN PREHISTORIC
PROJECT, 2004

Sumio Fujii

Introduction

The third excavation season of JBPP/2 (the Jafr
Basin Prehistoric Project, Phase 2), headed by the
author and cooperated by the Department of An-
tiquities of Jordan, was conducted from 8 August
to 30 September in 2004, focusing on the Wadi
Burma drainage area in the northwestern part of
the basin. The primary objective of this season
was, in common with the preceding two seasons,
to complement the chronological sequence es-
tablished at Qa‘ Aba Tulayha West (QATW), the
primary concern of the JBPP/1 from 1997 to 2002
(Fujii 1998; 1999; 2000; 2001; 2002a; 2002b;
2003) and, in so doing, to found a reliable base to
trace pastoral nomadization in southern Jordan.
The focal points were twofold: first, to elucidate
the chronological relationship between the Early
Bronze Age (EBA, hereafter) pseudo-wall cairn
enclosures at QATW and the cist enclosures that

was attested for the first time at Wadi Burma South
in the last season (Fujii 2004b); second, to fill in
the chronological hiatus between the Late Neo-
lithic pseudo-settlement at QATW and a Pre-
pottery Neolithic B (PPNB) small settlement at Ja-
bal Ju'ayra that had been identified in our 2001-
2002 winter season survey (Fujii 2002b: 41).

For these two goals, the following four sites
were investigated: Wadi Burma North Cairn Field,
Tal‘at ‘Ubayda Cairn Field 1, Wadi al-Qusayr, and
Harrat al-Juhayra Pseudo-settlement (Fig. 1). A se-
ries of investigations showed that: 1) Wadi Burma
North cist enclosures are both smaller in size and
deteriorated in techno-typology than Wadi Burma
South cist enclosures and, therefore, can be re-
garded as a subsequent cairn complex of the latter;
2) Tal‘at ‘Ubayda is characterized by the corridor
type cist enclosures and probably postdates Wadi
Burma North and South that are marked by the
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forecourt type cist enclosure; 3) Wadi al-Qusayr is
a composite site that contains a wide range of ar-
chaeological occurrences from a Natufian small en-
campment, through an EBA tabular scraper cache,
to early Islamic structures, 4) techno-typologically,
Harrat al-Juhayra slightly antedates the pseudo-
settlement at QATW, thus bridging the chronolog-
ical hiatus between QATW and a small PPNB set-
tlement at Jabal Juhayra.

What follows is a brief summary of the in-
vestigations at the first three sites that were chosen
in connection with the first goal. Since the fourth
site, Harrat al-Juhayra, was investigated for the
second goal and is quite different in nature from
the other three, it will be described separately else-
where in this volume.

WADI BURMA NORTH CAIRN FIELD

Wadi Burma is a small drainage system ca.
30km in total length that rises in Tall Burma, a
small volcanic hill ca. Skm northeast of al-
Husayniyya, and runs northward roughly in par-
allel with the Desert Highway to merge into the up-
permost stream of Wadi al-Hasa. A number of
structural remains, mostly cist enclosures in our
terminology, have been found on its sandbanks, es-
pecially along the course between Jurf ad-
Darawish to the north and al-Husayniyya to the
south. They fall into Wadi Burma North (WBn)
and Wadi Burma South (WBs), with a large drive-
hunting installation, Wadi Burma Kite-Site 1 (WB-
KS1), just in between (Fig. 2). Since the previous
season was devoted to the investigation of Wadi
Burma South (Fujii 2004b), this season focused on
its northern counterpart.

The site of Wadi Burma North extends from the
SW toward the NE along the main steam of Wadi
Burma, covering an area of ca. 100ha. (ca. Zkm
long and ca. 0.5km wide). Our mapping survey
plotted about three dozens structural remains on its
sandbanks, twenty-one of which were tentatively
identified as cist enclosures. Three of these
(CE101, CE109, and CE113) were excavated and
two other examples (CE111 and CE116) were
drawn after surface cleaning. In addition, though
beyond the original scope of our investigation, a
two-rowed upright stone wall structure (WBn-
TU102) was excavated to trace task-specific land
use in the PPNB period.

Cist Enclosure 101

Wadi Burma North Cist Enclosure 101 (WBn-
CEI101 in our code system) was located at the
western part of a large sandbank extending be-
tween the two major courses of Wadi Burma, on
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2. Wadi Burma North and South: the site map.

the top of a gentle slope overlooking a small wadi
stream. In order to trace techno-typological transi-
tion from Wadi Burma South cist enclosures that
were investigated in the previous season, it was ex-
cavated down to the original surface of the mound
and, then, further examined by means of an E-W
oriented, Im wide trench that was opened across
the center of the mound.

The Structural Remain

This cist enclosure was relatively small in size,
measuring ca. 7-8m in diameter and ca. 0.6m in
height (Figs. 3, 4). Undressed limestone, flint, and
basalt cobbles, mostly ca. 20-50cm long, were used
for the main construction material, but the mound,
its lower layers in particular, also included a large
volume of smaller wadi pebbles and silty sand as
filling material. The excavation showed that this
cist enclosure was a ground-type structure con-
structed on the upper surface of Layer 3 of the site
stratigraphy (The same is true for the other two ex-
cavated cist enclosures in this site).

Two major components — a round cist ca. 3m
in outer diameter and a square forecourt ca. 2.5-3m
each side — were found underneath the mound
which was covered densely with cobbles. The cist
had a two-rowed upright stone wall, on which ei-
ther a single or two courses of fieldstones were put
horizontally. A narrow entrance to this cist, flanked
with a pair of upright limestone boulders and
paved with limestone cobbles, was found at its




S. Fujii: Wadi Burma North, Tal‘at ‘Ubayda, and Wadi al-Qusayr

eastern periphery (Fig. 5). In addition, an upright
stone was placed behind this entrance. Inter-
_ estingly, some cobbles were packed irregularly into
L N R “. the entrance and, at the same time, a large stone
: —_ was put over a pair of upright boulders, a sugges-
mound /B3 % 3 A erecoun tion that the cist was sealed after some funerary rit-
1 rle 2 ual had been performed. The forecourt was less
. '\9""' U5 e ppftiads? | e elaborate in construction quality, being built with a

\ single row and course of cobbles put horizontally
’ N o R 2 ol on the ground surface in those days. As was the
‘ A case in the Wadi Burma South cist enclosures, it
TR was attached to the eastern periphery of the cist,
making a 45-degree turn with the four corners be-
18PP2004 ing oriented to the four cardinal points. An en-
w:"“{":;m trance to this forecourt, originally flanked with a
i pair of upright boulders, was identified at the east-
ern corner.

This structure resembled Wadi Burma South
cist enclosures in that it arranged a round cist to the
west and a 45-degree turned, square forecourt to
the east. It is also common to both of these that the
path of flow from the outside into the cist is slight-
3 : ly refracted. There is no doubt that this cist en-
3. Wadi Burma North CE101: the plan and section/elevation. closure was constructed following the same stan-
dard as Wadi Burma South cist enclosures.
Nevertheless, a few remarkable differences are no-
ticed between the two. Among these is the dis-
appearance of a small, rectangular compartment
that had intervened between a cist and a forecourt
at the two excavated cist enclosures at Wadi Bur-
ma South (WBs-CEl and -CE2). Suggestive in this
respect is WBs-CE4 and -CE7, both of which had
already shown a sign of size reduction in this mi-
nor component (Fujii 2004b: fig. 12). Taking this
into consideration, we may reasonably assume that
WBn-CE101 represents a simplified version of
R R ¥ 1 N Wadi Burma South cist enclosures (Another crit-
4. Wadi Burma North CE101: the general view (from SE). ical difference was the existence at WBn-CE101 of
- < : a narrow entrance to the cist and an upright stone
behind it, but the reexamination of WBs-CE1 and -
CE2, as briefly referred to below, revealed that
both of these cist enclosures were also equipped
with similar features).

TSR
=

The Finds

The finds from this cist enclosure, though much
poorer in both quality and quantity, were similar in
general contents to those from Wadi Burma South
cist enclosures. They included some dozens of flint
artifacts, a few fragments of groundstone artifacts,
a few bags of coarse ware sherds, and a handful of
animal bone fragments. They occurred from both
the cist and the mound (including the forecourt),
with the former being the main contextual source
(from S). especially for groundstone artifacts and pottery
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