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On the basis of rock art assemblage and hundreds of sites ranging from
Acheulean to Neolithic, it is evident that early hunting and food gathering
societies first appeared in the north and later migrated to the south. With
the exception of a couple of sites, we do not find large rock art sites in
Yemen, Oman and other Gulf countries that could be attributed to the
Neolithic or even Chalcolithic period. There is apparently no similarity,
both in conceptuality and art contents that is shown in the large
compositions of various types of human, animal and geometric and non-
representational motifs in the rock art of Saudi Arabia and that of other
countries of the Arabian Peninsula.
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is usually a very distinctive part of
the mental traditions of a cultural
group, thus we find that the artists of
Shuwaymis and Jubbah were highly
skilled and were capable to portray
their social, cultural, religious and
economic entities artistically, on the
contrary the art was not well
developed or highly skilled in other
parts of the Arabian Peninsula. It
seems that in early Neolithic an
advanced culture was in existence in
the northern part of the Arabian
Peninsula and that men first settled in
the north and gradually migrated to
the south due to the change in climate
from cool and humid to hot and dry
conditions.

Fig 7. Shuwaymis: Long slender
human figures with ambiguous faces
holding clubs

Fig. 6. Himma, Najran: Male and

female representations with Fig. 8. Jubbah: Various phases of rock
inscription art




population was aware and which
were found in this part of the world
such as cattle, camel, deer, gazelles,
dogs, snakes, lizards and goats etc.
Surprisingly no flora (with the
exception of a couple of sites with
date trees) and no birds except
ostriches were depicted. Thus, the
artists chose animals
environment and depicted them on
the rocks but overlooked other
animals that were also part of their
ecology and environment. It is thus, a
universal

from their

phenomenon and
everywhere in Europe, Africa,
Australia or Asia the same tendency
has been observed. It means that
artists in various

Fig. 4. Shuwaymis, north of Saudi

Arabia: Footprint and cup marks

parts of the world had the same
intellectual, ideological and mental
approach (Khan 1993).

Having identified the content of the
art and analyzed its style in terms of
individual  figures their
combination as composition scenes it

and

is evident that Saudi Arabian rock art
apparently seems to be symbolic,
semantic and communicative and
older than all other rock art sites in
the region. The artistic output as a
whole may be meaningfully divided
between standard scenes, scattered
figures and scenes of
particular elaborations or scale. We
do not find large compositions of

individual

human and animal figures in the rock
art of Yemen, Oman, Qatar, and
United Arab Emirates. The rock art
of Shuwaymis and Jubbah in northern
Saudi Arabia is unique both in
content and style and has no parallel
anywhere in the entire Arabian
Peninsula. Unique is also the large
concentration of rock art sites in

Shuwaymis,  Jubbah,  Hanakiya,

Tayma, al-Ula and Tabuk.

Fig. 5. Al-Jawf: A unique composition
of footprints and ox figures

There is no doubt that an art style
is not like an artifact that can be
traded intact across great distances. It
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in Hail, Jubbah, Shuwaymis, Tabuk,
Al-Ula and Tayma in the north, and
Najran, Himma, Baha and Abha in
the south. A variety of human and
animal figures in addition to tribal
symbols or wusum, and other

representational and non-
representational motifs are located
in various compositions all over
Saudi Arabia.

The Bedouins living in the desert
were always aware of the rock art
found in almost all areas of the
Kingdom. However, there are neither
verbal nor written records about the
origin  or use of hundreds of
thousands of rock art images found in
Saudi Arabia. In the thirties of the
twentieth century, Jaussen and
Savignac were first to report on
epigraphic and rock art sites of Saudi
Arabia. Winnett and Reed (1970)
reported several epigraphic and rock
art sites from Saudi Arabia. Later in
the fifties the Philby-Ryckmans-
Lippens Expedition surveyed certain
parts of central and southern Arabia
and collected a wealth of
archaeological and epigraphic
material. This expedition passed on
the rock art material to Emmanuel
Anati who produced four volumes of
books on the rock art of Central
Arabia. Some general articles have
been published by Howe (1950) on
Hejaz. Clarke (1979) reported on the
rock art in Jubbah. The Department
of Antiquities and Museums of Saudi

Arabia conducted a number of
surveys (1976 to 1986) in which
several rock art sited were recorded.
Proper rock art and epigraphic
studies began in the Kingdom when a
large scale comptehensive rock art
and epigraphic survey was initiated
by the Department of Antiquities and
1984. The survey
continued for over a decade during
which over 2,000 sites have been
documented from various parts of the
Kingdom. In the past archaeologists
believed that pastorals and nomadic
Bedouins living in harsh and desert

Museums in

environment would leave little or no
records of their presence. But, recent
archaeological and rock art surveys
and investigations have not only
dismissed all previous assumptions,

on the contrary revealed a
tremendous amount of cultural
material in the deserts of Saudi
Arabia.

Fig. 3. Al-Jawf: Camel hunting scene

It is very interesting that the rock
art of Saudi Arabia represents the
same animals with which the local
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petroglyphs particularly from the
Budha period. In China, over 10,000
sites have been recorded mostly from
northern areas such as Helan Shan
and Inner Mongolia. In Indonesia
caves with painted figures and
hundreds of stencils are found in
Borneo.

In Qatar major rock art sites are
located at Jabal Jusasiyah, al-
Furaihah, Jabal Fuwairat and al-
Warkah. The petroglyphs

consist

mostly
horse riders,

donkeys, hand and foot prints and

of camel,

cup marks.

In the United Arab Emirates rock
art sites are not very common. Major
sites are found at Wadi Ishi, Wadi
Hulu, Wadi al-Hayl, Khatma Miliha,
Wadi Hatta and Jabal Hafit, among
others. Topics consist of human and

animal figures, such as horse riders,
gazelles and deer and foot prints.

Fig. 2. Wadi Damm, Tabuk: A large
composition of human and animal
figures

considerable
number of rock art sites. Major sites
Jabal Akhdar and

Oman contains a

are found at

Shenah-Qatrah, in addition to sites
located south of Dhofar. Some
naturalistic human and ox figures and
schematic animal and
anthropomorphic representations in
addition to hand prints and other
geometric motifs are found in large
numbers on various sites. However,
camel and horse riders dominate the
art.

Further south in Yemen bordering
the Najran area there are several rock
art sites with contemporary rock art
contents to that of Najran area. In the
north over 100 sites are located in the
area of Sa’da, Sanaa and Rada. In
northern Yemen the art content is
similar to that of southern Saudi
Arabia. It is represented on sites in
northern Yemen such as Jabal
Makhrouq, Jabal Jerfain, Wadi
Robia, Jabal Sama and Jabal Maihar
and Wadi Dhar and Shiban al Gharas.
Yemeni rock art is contemporary to
that of Saudi Arabian rock art of
Najran, Baha and Abha area. The
male and female figures, long horned
bovines are almost similar to those
located at Himma in Najran area.

Agaba, Ma'an, Wadi Ram and
Hisma plateau in Jordan contain
major rock art sites and some of these
are contemporary to those of Saudi
Arabia.

However, in the Middle East,
Saudi Arabia contains the highest
number of rock art sites amounting to

around 2000. The sites are concentrated
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attracted the
researchers. Recently the rock art at
Foz Coa in Portugal, with its Ice Age
figures has

attention of early

Oovercome previous
discoveries in Europe. In Russia
around Lake Onega, a particular kind
of rock art goes back to around 6,000
and 4,000 years ago. In Siberia,
portable art have been located on a
number of sites (Abramova 1990:;
Bednarik 1994c). It is suggested that
the Siberian portable sculpture
located at Tolbaga contains an image
of an animal head which could be
attributed to 35, 000 years BP.

150 decorated caves and rock
shelters from the Paleolithic period
are located in Europe, out of which
100 are found in France and 30 in
Spain. The famous sites of Altimara
and Lascaux are attributed to the
Soultrean and Magdelenian period, c.
30,000 to 15,000 years BP.

In Italy, the Valcamonica valley is
famous for its thousands of
petroglyphs found on Mont Mego
where a variety of human and animal
figures, weapons and other non-
representational motifs.

In South America rock art tradition
and content are quite different to
those of North America. In Argentina
the site of Cueva de las Manos
contains hundreds of hand stencils
while older petroglyphs have been
located on the walls of a cave in the
west, attributed to about 10,000 years
BP (Crivelli and Fernandez 1996).

Fig. 1. A rock art site near Riyadh

The oldest rock art in Bolivia is
located at Inca Huasi on the eastern
foothills of the Andes.

Affica contains the largest number
of rock art sites in the world with
more than one hundred thousand
known sites. The quantity and quality
are both highly sophisticated when
compared with other parts of the
world. The major sites in the Saharan
desert are located at Tassili in
Algeria and Acacus and the
Mathendous in Libya. In the latter
country the sites of Messak, Mellet
and Settafet are famous for their
dynamic human figures in various
postures and scenes. Rock art is also
found in Chad, Niger, Mali and in
other north African
Thousands of rock art sites are

countries.

recorded in Tanzania and Zimbabwe.

India, Pakistan, and Iran contain a
variety of rock art sites. The Kumaon
Hills in the Himalayas region and the
caves of the Bhimbeka are famous
rock sites of India. In Balochistan
and the hilly areas of northwestern

Pakistan contain  hundreds of




Saudi Arabian Rock Art

in

Universal Context

Majeed Khan
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities & Museums, Saudi Arabia

Rock art is a universal phenomenon; recent investigations in different countries
of the world revealed that man was engaged in artistic activities since times
unknown. Thousands of rock art sites are located all over the world. The
discoveries of painted caves in Europe, and rock art sites in Australia, Africa,
South America, Asia and the New World testify to the fact that rock art was
practiced almost all over the world. Prehistoric people started to carve and
paint long before the invention of writing. It is quite possible that the idea of
writing might have originated through the use of signs and symbols which the
ancient artist initially developed for certain unknown purpose. It also seems
reasonable to assume that prehistoric people initially depicted animals that
were part of their environment, life and economy. Later, sounds were
developed for those animals and hence language originated. The symbols and
signs gradually took the form of letters and developed into writing.

We define prehistoric cultures as  However, there is no doubt that the
preliterate on the basis of our modern  merit of writing system originally goes
communication system, but we do to the prehistoric people who used rock
not know to what extent prehistoric  art as the first means of pictographic
systems based on rock art images and symbolic communication.
fulfill communication needs and Origins of rock art cannot be defined
when it was first originated. If rock  as yet. It was initially thought that rock
art was used for some kind of art originated about 40,000 years
communication then its creators somewhere in southwestern Europe.
cannot be described as “preliterate”.  After the discovery of the distinguished
The artists of such images belong to  painted caves of Altimara (Spain) and
the earliest literate societies.  Lascaux (France) Europe's rock art
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Bedeutung ,der heife Wind“ und Yabruh als
Personennamen (Lisdn vol. 2: 408).

f-wgm fa-wagama: f (siche oben), dieses Verb tritt
in den safaitischen Inschriften auf, kommt hiufig
mit der Priposition 7 vor (WH: 560; CSNS: 476;

ISB: 171; Harahsheh 1994: 216) und bedeutet ,.er
trauerte, sehnte sich® s. wgm (Lisan vol. 12: 630).
Aber Littmann hat dies als ,.er legte einen Stein auf
das Grab* (Littmann 1940: 111) interpretiert. Zur
weiteren Diskussion dariiber s. Jamme 1967: 159.

* Dem Generaldirektor der jordanischen Antiken-Verwaltung, Herrn Dr. F. Al-
Khraysheh, mochte ich meinen herzlichen Dank aussprechen. Ebenso gebiihrt mein Dank
Herrn Ing. M. Shahbaz, dem Leiter des Jordanien- Badia- Forschungs- und
Entwicklungsprogramms, sowie allen Mitarbeitern der as-Safawi Station fiir die
logistische Unterstiitzung. Mein besonderer Dank gilt Prof. Dr. R. Voigt, Berlin, fiir
seine freundliche Durchsicht des Manuskripts und die hilfreichen Bemerkungen bei der
Uberarbeitung des Textes. Mein Dank gilt auch Herrn U. Knorr, der die
Korrekturarbeiten dieses Artikels sprachlich begleitet hat.
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und als “Akiik ,der starke/dicke Mann® vokalisiert
werden (Lisan vol. 10: 468).

‘hd ist im Safaitischen (HIn: 446; JaS: 104; CSNS:
459; Macdonald 1979, 6; Sweerky: 183; Bani
Awad: 239; Harahsheh 2001, 1 etc), und im
Thamudischen (King: 531) belegt. bzw. kommt im
Nabatdischen als %dw (PNNR: 49) vor. Es ist
zuerst von Littmann als Ahd (LP: 334) und dann
von Jamme als “Ahid (JaS: 93) vokalisiert worden.
Es ist moglich, ihn auch als “Ahid ,Versprecher
oder Ahid ,Verbiindeter zu vokalisieren, s. die
Wurzel hd (Lisan vol. 3: 311).

7-9 der Lavastein der Abbildung 6 zeigt drei
vertikal in diinner Schriftform gesetzte Inschriften,
von denen die linksseitige (Nr. 7) linienférmig von
oben nach unten zieht, wihrend die beiden anderen
rechts daneben u-férmig bis leicht s-formig
verlaufend in einander geschachtelt werden.

7. Lhd bn rmzn w swy

(Diese Inschrift ist) von Hd Sohn des Rmzn, und er
baute ein steinernes Wegzeichen.

Hd ist im Safaitischen (HIn: 178; CSNS: 450:
Abbadi 1998: 121; Sweerky: 179; Bani Awad:
227; Harahsheh 2001, 684; Qassab 153, 310), im
Thamudischen (King: 491) und im Miniischen
(PNMI: 85) belegt. Es ist als Hadd vokalisiert
worden (RNP: 88), vel. Ar. Hidd (CIK I1: 290) und
Adov (WSM: 12).

Rmzn ist bekannt im Safaitischen (HIn: 287; Bani
Awad: 231; Harahsheh 2001, 33 etc.: Qassdb 142,
215, 312). Dieser Name ist als Ramzan vokalisiert
worden (CIS V: 128). Er ist von der Wurzel rmz
abgeleitet und bedeutet , klug* (Lisan vol. 5: 356).
W-SWY wa-sawaya (arabisch sawd): Es kommt im
Safaitischen als Verb und Substantiv vor. Es sind
bisher viele Ubersetzungcn dieses Ausdrucks
vorgeschlagen worden. Jamme iibersetzt es als
Adjektiv ,verdorrt, trocken®, und Clark folgt ihm
in dieser Bedeutung (Jamme 1971: 63; Clark 1984-
85: 16). Von Winnett ist es als Verb _ein Grab
bauen® iibersetzt worden. Er scheint dies auf den
Gebrauch von swy als ein Substantiv im Ausdruck
bny h-swy zuriickzufithren (SIJ 90). Von al-Theeb
ist dieser Ausdruck als Verbalform nach der
arabischen Wurzel swy als ,er kam an dieser hohen
Stelle an® (Lisan vol. 14: 471; al-Theeb 1997: 280)
interpretiert worden. Littmann schlug fiir das
Substantv Aswy has-suway als Pluralform | diese
Strukturen® vor (LP: 340). Macdonald und
Harding haben es nach dem arabischen sawin als
~Kraft, Stirke* gedeutet (Macdonald und Harding
1976: 127). In dieser Inschrift erwartet man nach
w- eine Verbalform, er errichtete einen aus
Steinen aufgetirmten Wegweiser; er baute ein
steinernes Wegzeichen®,

8.1°mr bn s’d bn rb w wed “sfr

(Diese Inschrift ist) von “mr Sohn des S, Sohn
des Rb, und er fand Inschriften.

mr it im Safaitischen (HIn: 75; CSNS: 445:
Alolow: 159; Talafha 2000, 11; Harahsheh 2001,
87 etc.; Al-Khraysheh 2002: 119; Qassab 294),
und auch im Thamudischen (King: 475) auf.
Dieser Name ist als Amir und Amr vokalisiert
worden (RNP: 45), vgl. Ar. Amir . Kommandant,
Herrscher™ und Amir ,Meister, Prinz* (CIK II:
156; Lisan vol. 4: 26), s. die Namen Apepoc,
Apepoc, Appog (WSM: 19, 20; Al-Qudrah 2001:

49),
5d ist ein weitverbreiteler Name in  den
frithnordarabischen Inschriften, wie im

Safaitischen (HIn: 318; JaS: 104; Abbadi 19974, 5:
Sweerky: 181; Bani Awad: 232; Talatha 2000,
24a; Harahsheh 2001, 122 etc.; Al-Khraysheh
2002: 129; Qassab 16, 25, 61 etc.), Thamudischen
(King: 509), Qatabanischen (PNQI: 160),
Lihyanischen (Sima: 76), und Miniischen (PNMI:
118). Im Palmyrenischen ist er als §%9. $%9° und
Saw belegt (PNPL: 115; PAT: 441) und im
Nabatiischen als $4°, §4w (PNIC: 18i: PNNR:
63, 64) bezeugt. Er ist als Sad und Sa%d
vokalisiert worden (RNP: 157), vgl. Ar. Sa%d,
Sa‘td und Sud (CIK I1: 492, 499, 511: ID: 56; IH:
474). Auch die Namen Sa‘ad und S&7 sind unter
den Beduinen bekannt (BNZ: 29).

Rb ist im Safaitischen belegt (HIn: 263; JaS: 106;
Macdonald 1980, 37; Bani Awad: 230; Abbadi
1998: 124; Talafha 2000, 56; Harahsheh 2001,
368; Al-Khraysheh 2002: 127). Littmann hat es als
Rabb ,Meister, Lord* vokalisiert (LP: 342), s.
PoPog PaBPog in griechischen Transkriptionen
(WSM: 96; Al-Qudrah 2001: 162).

’sfr “asfar: Dieses Substantiv ist der Plural von sifr
und tritt oft im Safaitischen mit der Bedeutung
»Inschriften® auf.

9. [ $mt bn brh w wgd sfr hd fwgm

(Diese Inschrift ist) von Smt, Sohn des Brh, und er
fand die Inschrift von Hd. Da trauerte er.

Smt ist ein gemeinsamer Name in den safaitischen
Inschriften (HIn: 356; MSTIJ, 7, 17: CSNS: 456;
Sweerky: 181; Bani Awad: 235; Harahsheh 2001,
177 etc.; Al-Khraysheh 2002: 131; Qassab 187,
257), im Thamudischen (King: 516) und in den
mindischen Inschriften (PNMI: 216) vor . Er ist als
Samit vokalisiert worden (RNP: 210). Er ist von
der Wurzel $mr abgeleitet und bedeutet ,,welcher
sich am Ungliick anderer erfreute” (Lisan vol. 2:
51). vgl. ZapeBog (WSM: 104; Al-Qudrah 2001:
178).

Brh kommt im Safaitischen (HIn: 101; Alolow,
12) und Thamudischen (TIJ 506) vor. Er ist als
Barih (RNP: 55) vokalisiert worden. Von der
Wurzel brh findet man den Namen Bdarih mit der




vokalisiert worden und bedeutet ,,Gott hat
zum besseren gedndert™ (RNP: 245; LP: 337,
Voigt 1981: 180). Mdoglich ist auch die
Interpretation als Genitivverbindung ~ Gayr-7il
. Wohltat Gottes™ (Hazim 1986: 99).

f-ng’s. 0.

4. In einem kleinen Steinhaufen auf einem
anndhernd quaderférmigen Lavastein findet sich
eine in feiner Schriftform gesetzte Inschrift,
welche von einer Querseite ausgehend geradlinig
nach links auf die angrenzende Lingsseite
hiniibergezogen wird, um hier bogenformig in
einer nach oben auslaufenden Schleife zu enden
(Abbildung 4).

In‘mn bn slm w bny h rgm

(Diese Inschrift ist) von N‘'mn Sohn des ’slm, und
er baute diesen Steinhaufen.

N'mn ist im Safaitischen (HIn: 594. JaS: 104;
MSTI, 5; CSNS: 464; Abbadi 1996, 2; Alolow:
172; Sweerky: 186; Bani Awad: 247: Harahsheh
2001, 228; Qassab 300) und auch im Ugaritischen
(PNTU: 163) belegt. Er ist als Nu‘man vokalisiert
worden (RNP: 142; LP: 329), vgl. Ar. an-Nu‘'man
(CIK II: 450; ID: 687; IH: 654). Dieser Name ist
von der Wurzel nm abgeleitet und bedeutet ,,Blut™.
Wegen dieser ungewohnlichen Semantik ist es
vielleicht besser, ihn als Na‘mdn ,welcher in
Bequemlichkeit und Luxus lebt® (Lisan vol. 12:
579) zu begreifen. Vgl. den hebriischen Namen
Naman.

*slm: Diese ’affal Form ist ein hiufiger Name in
den frithnordarabischen Inschriften und kommt im
Safaitischen (HIn: 45; Abu ‘Assaf 1973, 4, 5;
CSNS: 444; Voigt 1981, 5; Calzini 1990, 7.
Alolow: 159; Sweerky: 176; Bani Awad: 221;
Talaftha 2000, 4; Harahsheh 2001, 632 etc.; Al-
Khraysheh 2002: 118; Qassab 88, 140, 214 etc.),
im Thamudischen (King: 472; Al-Theeb 1999,
150), bzw. im Qatabanischen (PNQI: 71), und im
Miniischen (PNMI: 57) vor. Er ist von der Wurzel
slm heil sein® abgeleitet (Lisan vol. 12: 289), vgl.
Ar. Aslam und Aslum (CIK II: 197; IH: 528; ID:
35) und auch Achopog in  griechischer
Transkription (WSM: 27).

bny banaya (arabisch band): Dieses Verb ist im
Safaitischen belegt und bedeutet ,er bauie™ (WH:
631: CSNS 106, 410).

h-rgm har-rugm: Dieses Substantiv besteht aus
dem bestimmten Artikel - und dem Substantiv
rgm, was hdufig im Safaitischen bezeugt ist und
Steinhaufen bedeutet (WH: 636; Macdonald
1979: 107). Als andere Lesart schldgt Littmann
har-rigam ,.Grabstitte™ vor (LP: 342).

5 und 6 Auf dem Stein der Abbildung 5 werden
zwei Inschriften untereinander angeordnet, von
denen die obere eine nach links gedffnete
Haarnadelkurve beschreibt, die untere in halber

Grolie sich jedoch horizontal, leicht bogenférmig
geschwungen, am Ende undeutlicher darstellt.

5.1 ‘mrn bn kdd bn gsm w ry h rimh bgl w km’t f h
ltslmmb’s

(Diese Inschrift ist) von “mrn Sohn des Kdd, Sohn
des Qsm, und er weidete bei den Baumplantagen
das Gras und den Triiffel. O Lat, (gib) Heil aus
Ungliick /MiBgeschick.

‘mrn Dieser Name ist im Safaitischen (Hln: 438),
Thamudischen (King: 530: Al-Theeb 1999, 174),
Aramdischen (PNAI: 199) und in den punischen
Inschriften (PNPhP: 380) belegt. Im Nabatdischen
findet man ‘myrn (PNNR: 52). Hier ist der Name
als arabisch Tmran zu vokalisiert (CIK II: 357;
ID: 323; RNP: 167).

Kdd: Dieser Name findet sich einmal im
Safaitischen (Sweerky, 105). Zur Deutung dieses
Namens mdochte ich vorschlagen: Kaddad
Sfleifiger Arbeiter”, Kudad ,ein Bulle, Wildesel*
(Lisan vol. 3: 377).

Qsm kommt hiufig im Safaitischen (HIn: 482;
Sweerky: 184) und im Thamudischen (King: 537)
vor. Er ist im Nabatdischen als Qsm” (PNNR: 59)
und im Qatabanischen als Qsm" (PNQIL: 215)
belegt. Er ist als Qasim (RNP: 192) vokalisiert
worden, vgl. Ar. Qasim, Qusam (CIK IL: 465),
kénnte aber auch als Qasim ,Gliick, Schonheit®
und Qasam ,Schonheit” gedeutet werden (Liséan
vol. 12: 478).

h-rmh: Dieses Substantiv mit dem bestimmten
Artikel h- ist einmal im Safaitischen (Talafha
2000, 38; Harahsheh 2001, 215) belegt und von der
Wurzel rmh abgeleitet; es ist als har-rimp, oder
har-rumh mit der Bedeutung ,Baumplantage,
Baumgruppe, Datteln™ (Lisan vol. 3: 19) zu lesen.
Bql bagl ,Gras™: Dieses Substantiv ist hdufig im
Safaitischen belegt (WH: 631; Harahsheh 2001,
143, 342, 370).

w-km’t wa-kam’'ar ,Triffel” ist als Substantiv
nicht im Safaitischen belegt, aber es kommt als
Verb kama’a ,um sich von Triiffeln zu ernihren, er
sammelte Triiffel” vor (WH: 644: Lisan vol. 1:
148).

m: Diese assimilierte Form der Priposition min
(hier als mib-ba’s zu lesen) kommt hiufig im
Safaitischen vor (WH: 647; Macdonald 2004:

501).
b’s ba’s: Dieses Substantiv st im  Safaitischen
belegt (CSNS: 470) und bedeutet ,Pech,

MiBgeschick, Ungliick; Angst, Schmerz, Qual®.
6. [ kkt bn “hd bn y...

(Diese ... ist) von ‘kk Sohn des ‘hd Sohn des Y[...

‘kk ist im Safaitischen belegt (HIn: 429;
Harahsheh 2001, 9 etc). Es ist als “Akkak
vokalisiert worden (CIS V: 643), vel. Ar. “Akk
(CIK 1II: 150). Es ist von der Wurzel %k abgeleitet
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aus der Priposition / und dem Goétternamen
$ms zusammengesetzter Name kommt als
Personenname in frithnordarabischen
Inschriften vor (HIn: 358).

Z'n ist im Safaitischen bestitigt (HIn: 392;
JaS: 103: CSNS: 457; Alolow: 167; Al-Theeb
1996, 7a; Knauf 1997: 538; Sweerky: 182;
Bani Awad: 236; Al-Khraysheh 2002: 132;
Qassab 38, 221 etc.) und auch im
Thamudischen (King: 521). Dieser Name
kann als Za‘n, ein aktives Partizip des Verbs
za‘ana  ,,weggehen, gehen®, vokalisiert
werden; mit der Bedeutung ,Reisender,
Wanderer®, was von der Wurzel z'n abgeleitet
ist (RNP: 110; JaS: 85; Lisan vol. 13: 270)
und auch als Zaan (Knauf 1997: 531)
vokalisiert wird, vgl. Ar. Zaina (CIK II: 613;
IH: 588).

wgd wagada: Das Verb ist hiufig im
Safaitischen belegt und bedeutet ,er fand“
(LP: 310).

tr  ‘atar: Diese Plural-Form findet sich im
Safaitischen mit dem Verb wgd und bedeutet
»Inschriften, Spuren, Uberreste* (LP: 301,
Zeinaddin 2000: 28).

$y-h ‘asyai-hi: Dieses Wort im Genitiv
besteht aus dem pluralischen Substantiv §y°
und dem Pronominalsuffix der 3.sg.m -h in
der Bedeutung ,seine Gefihrten“. Der
Singular “§° ist bislang nicht belegt. Vgl. aber
das Verb von dieser Wurzel im II Stamm:
Imperativ Sayyi®,.hilf «“ (LP 146).

f-ng{"} fa-naga‘a: Dieses Wort besteht aus der
konsekutiven Konjunktion f, welche in diesem
Fall in der Bedeutung ,da, dann, also“
gebraucht wird (Littmann 1940: 111; Caskel
1954: 73) und dem Verb ng{‘} (es scheint
dass, der Verfasser dieser Inschrift einen
Fehler gemacht hat, als er den letzten
Buchstaben  geschrieben hat. Es kénnte als
nicht n zu lesen sein). Das Verb ist hiufig im
Safaitischen allein oder mit der Priposition 7
belegt und bedeutet ,er sehnte sich®, s.
Littmann 1940: 113. Nach al-Lisan kommen
unter der Wurzel ng® die verschiedenen
Begriffe ,,naga‘a niitzlich sein; nag Dérfchen;
nag‘a Nahrungssuche® vor (Lisdn vol. 8: 347),
s. Harahsheh 1994: 190.

3. Eine Lingsseite eines  groBen
quaderférmigen Lavasteins weist eine diinne,
feinkursiv geradlinig angeordnete Inschrift auf
(Abbildung 3).

[sdbnznbnrglbnsdwglwlsmfwgd tr
gyrilfng”

(Diese Inschrift ist) von S°d Sohn des Zn,
Sohn des Rgl, Sohn des S°d, als er aus seiner
Heimat, zum Zwecke der Friedensherstellung
fliichtete. Da fand er die Inschrift/Spur von
Gyr-"1 und sehnte sich.

S’d kommt hdufie in den safaitischen
Inschriften (HIn: 372; MSTIJ, 2; Voigt 1981,
2; Alolow: 166; Abbadi 1997, 5; Sweerky:
182; Bani Awad: 235; Harahsheh 2001, 157
etc.; Qassib 85, 100, 336 etc.) und im
Thamudischen (King: 518) vor. Dieser Name
ist als Sa‘id (RNP: 185; LP: 340; Voigt 1981:
181) oder als Saud (RNP: 185) vokalisiert
worden; er ist von der Wurzel s°d abgeleitet
und bedeutet , stark, schwierig™ (Lisan vol. 3, 251).
Rgl wird in den safaitischen Inschriften (HIn:
271; Alolow: 163; Zeinaddin 2000, 10;
Sweerky: 180; Bani Awad: 230; Harahsheh
2001, 272 etc.; Al-Khraysheh 2002: 127;
Qassab 2, 47) und im Thamudischen (King:
503) erwihnt. Der Name kommt in den
nabatdischen Inschriften als Rglw (PNNR: 60)
vor. Er ist von der Wurzel rgl abgeleitet und
kann als Ragil oder Ragil in der Bedeutung
.»(guter) Liufer” vokalisieren werden (Lisin
vol. 11: 265).

glw galawa (arabisch gala): Das Verb ist im
Safaitischen belegt und wird als ,,er fliichtete
aus seiner Heimat® gedeutet, s. ( Abbadi 1988:
7 ff)

1 li: Die Préposition i ,,fiir, zu, nach® ist im
Safaitischen belegt (WH: 645).

$m §m: Dieses Substantiv ist noch nicht im
Safaitischen belegt. Es ist von der Wurzel §m
abgeleitet und vielleicht als Sam in der
Bedeutung

Friedensherstellung, Versthnung* zu
vokalisieren (Lisan vol. 12: 323). Es gibt auch
die Moglichkeit, dieses Substantiv als
Personennamen aufzufassen. Der Name S
kommt im Safaitischen vor (HIn: 351) und ist
als Sa‘m vokalisiert worden (CIS V: 635).

tr ‘atar . Inschrift/Spur® s.o.

Gyr-’l: Dieser Name besteht aus der
perfektischen Form gyr und dem theophoren
Element 73 und kommt hiufig in den
safaitischen Inschriften vor (HIn: 460; CSNS:
460; Voigt 1981, 1; Alolow: 169; Zeinaddin
2000, 3, 8, 15; Sweerky: 183; Bani Awad:
240; Qassab 107.). Er ist als Gaiyar-’il
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Safaitische Inschriften

aus

El-Hseniyyat/jordanisches Badiyah

Mohammad I. Ababneh — Berlin

Im Rahmen einer Feldforschung in el-Hséniyyat (etwa 39 km nérdlich von
as-Safawl an der jordanisch-syrischen Grenze) wurden im Jahre 1999 eine
Sammelung von safaitischen Inschriften gefunden und dokumentiert. Neun
von ihnen sind im vorliegenden Beitrag vorgestellt”.

1. Auf einem Stein findet sich eine
reihenférmig angeordnete und in diinner
Linienfiihrung gesetzte Inschrift
(Abbildung 1).

[ thm bn nhd w wlh mn &b f h ylt slm

(Diese Inschrift ist) von Thm Sohn des Nhd,
und er dngstigte sich vor einem Wolf. O Ilat,
gib) Heil.

Thm ist im Safaitischen belegt (WH 264; CIS
V 2102). Der Name wurde als Tahm
interpretiert (CIS V: 276). Es ist aber méglich,
ihn auch als Tahim ,;schon® zu vokalisieren.
Zur Wurzel thm s. (Lisan vol. 12: 372).

Nhd: Dieser Name ist hiufig im Safaitischen
(HIn: 602; Qassib 84) belegt. Er ist als Nahid
vokalisiert worden (RNP: 132; LP: 327). Die
von der Wurzel nhd gebildeten Namen im
Arabischen sind Ndahid ,ein junger Adler,
(Mundhid) und Nahhad ,,Kampfer” (Lisan vol.
7: 245).

wlh mn waliha min: Dieses Verb im Perfekt
kommt hiufig allein oder mit der Priposition
9 im Safaitischen vor (LP: 311; WH; 651).
Das Verb belegt hier mit der Praposition min:
€T war traurig und dngstigte sich vor, trauerte
leidenschaftlich®.

d’bh: Dieses Substantiv di’h ,,Wolf** ist im
Safaitischen belegt (LP 237; WH 1516). Es
kommt aber auch als Personenname vor (Hln:
246; CSNS: 453: Macdonald 1979, 10; Bani
Awad: 230; Harahsheh 2001, 361; Al-
Khraysheh 2002: 127).

f-h-ylt fa-ha-YaLat: Dieses Wort besteht aus
der konsekutiven Konjunktion fa, der
Vokativpartikel g und dem Gotternamen Yt

(Bei dem y handelt es sich um einen Gleitlaut,
der zwischen ha- und 7lat nach dem Wegfall
des 7 entstanden ist.) Diese Gottin Lt ist die
Hauptgottheit der Safaiten (Littmann 1940:
105; Krone 1992: 103) und die grofie Géttin in
ganz Zentral- und Nordarabien (Hofner 1963:
422), welche bei den Nabatiern und
Thamudenern, in Palmyra und Hatra, aber
auch in Siidarabien verehrt wird.

slm salam ,,Heil”: Dieses Substantiv kommt
hédufig am Ende safaitischer Inschriften vor.

2. Auf einem Lavastein stellt sich eine in
diinner Schriftart gehaltene Inschrift queroval
eingeritzt dar (Abbildung 2).

[ gdm bn Isms bn znwwgd tr Sy h fng{"}
(Diese Inschrift ist) von Qdm Sohn des L&ms,
Sohn des Zn, und er fand die
Inschriften/Spuren  seiner Gefihrten. Da
sehnte er sich.

Qdm ist aus dem Safaitischen (HIn: 478;
MST]J, 1-5; MacAdam and Graf 1989: 193;
Al-Theeb 1997, 2; Alolow: 169; Sweerky:
184; Bani Awad; 241; Harahsheh 2001, 189
etc.; Al-Khraysheh 2002: 137; MS 3, 4;
Qagsab 14), Thamudischen (King: 536; Al-
Theeb 1999, 30) und 1m Nabatdischen
(PNNR: 57) bekannt. Dieser Name findet sich
auch in den alten sabdischen Inschriften als
Qdm™ (PNASI: 178). Er wurde als Qadam und
Qddim vokalisiert (RNP: 188), vgl. Ar. Qddim
(CIK II: 454).

L3ms ist im Safaitischen belegt (HIn: 515;
JaS: 103; Sweerky: 185); dieser Name ist als
dieser Name ist als Lifamsi (PNP: 251),
Lisams (LP: 1) vokalisiert worden. Dieser ein
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In addition of the unjustified allegation that Syllacus deceived the Roman
general, Strabo reports: “This came to pass because Obodas, the king, did not
care much about public affairs and particularly military affairs... and because
he put everything in the power of Syllacus”. It is true that Syllacus was
ambitious and probably poisoned Obodas and other dignitaries in Petra to have
free access to the Nabataean throne. In any case he was certainly not willing to
let the Romans put their hand on the lucrative trade of frankincense and myrrh,
in which he probably had personal interests. But it is improbable that he
indicated the wrong road to expose himself and his 1000 men to the danger of
death by thirst and hunger. It is more likely that the Romans had no knowledge
of the country they were going to cross and that they depended on the
legendary accounts of Greek geographers and historiographers. They reported
that Arabia Felix (Yemen) was exhaling delicious smells from the aromatic
trees. To justify the high prices of frankincense and myrrh they claimed that,
the trees were protected by flying snakes “and the only way to get rid of them is
by smoking them out with storax™ (another aromatic plant, Cabhar in Arabic)*.

A Safaitic inscription from northeastern Jordan at Wadi Al-Hashad, near
As-Safawi on the Syrian-Jordanian borders is dated: snt ’ty sly mrm whrs h snt
fh belsmn gwt wslm wqbll Id “hb: “the year Sly came from the Roman Province
of Arabia”. Abbadi assumed that this inscription refers to Syllaeus who
traveled to Rome at least twice between 12 and 9 BC®. The name Sly is
common in Nabataean and in the North Arabian inscriptions®. In the Miletus
inscription®, which was dedicated by Syllaeus on his way to Rome in Greek
and Nabataean, the Nabataean epitropos qualified himself as ’ h mllk’, brother
of the king. This was the official title of the Nabataean prime minister. It
would be abnormal for minister Syllaeus not to mention his official title. On the
other hand, rm in the Safaitic inscriptions does not refer to Rome but rather to
the Roman Province of Arabia. The inscription of Al-Hashad is a funeral
commemoration of several persons who died, probably in fighting and were
grieved by Taim bn msk bn qtl bn brd bn hmt, and he grieved for gyr, qgtl, and
mtl in the year that sly came from the Roman Province (of Arabia) and he was
weak that year. So O Ba‘lsamen grant succour and security and acceptance to
him who is in love”. Sly was probably a relative of Taim who went to the
nearby Province of Arabia for business or was captured by the Romans. Taim
appears to be in trouble (he was weak prs, probably sick) and asked Ba‘al
Shamen, the Syrian god to deliver him. There is no hint in this inscription to the
social rank of Sly/ Syllaeus.

Notes

' The stone with inscription was bought from Mr. Ali Salim Uwaydah At-Tamari by
the Numismatic Museum of the National Bank in Amman (Al-Ahli) in 2004. 1 am
grateful to Dr Nayef Gossous, Director of the Numismatic Museum, for allowing
me to publish the inscription.
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Seleucid King Antioch XII and was
buried in ‘Obodat. Paleographic
arguments are also in favour of a later
dating of this dedication: the closed
aleph in byt instead of the three
branched of the earlier period, the
square ha’ in bnslh in line 3, although
the same letter in bnwh is in three
branches like in the classical type.
Finally the folded leg of the ta’ is

term bayt in this inscription
designates the temple and the verb
bnh has the meaning “to build, to
found”. ‘Obodat II must be excluded
for he reigned for a short time,
probably for one year in 61 BC*'. In
our case ‘Obodat III is the only
candidate. The 7" year of his reign is
equivalent to 23 BC, three years after
the campaign of Aelius Gallus into

similar to the same letter in the  Arabia by order of Augustus in 26
mscription of Salkhad, dated to 56 BC.
AD®. Tt should be noted that the

In conclusion the new Nabataean inscription from South Jordan
contains information about a Nabataean temple, which, was built in the
Ras An-Naqgab area in 23 BC. ‘Obodat is not followed by his royal title
mlk’ as it is the case in the Miletus inscription. However the mention of
the 7™ reigning year is in favour of identifying him as the king.

Excursus
Expedition of Aelius Gallus into Arabia

The failure of Aelius Gallu expedition was attributed by Strabo to the minister
Syllaeus who was designated as the guide of the Roman troops and who was in
command of the 1000 Nabataean soldiers in support of Gallus. According to
Strabo who was a friend of the Roman general “Syllaeus acted treacherously in
all things and pointed out neither a safe voyage along the coast, nor a safe
journey by land, misguiding him (Gallus) through places that had no
roads...”®. However it appears that Gallus made a mistake, first by building
long vessels to cross the Red Sea and lost many of them on account of the coral
reefs, which are difficult to negotiate if the sailors are inexperienced. When the
road followed by the Roman army is considered there seems no treachery on
the part of Syllaeus, for this was the regular access to Yemen through Negrana

(Nejran), Asca, Nashaq and Athrula, probably ytl or modern Baraqish in the

Jawf of Yemen®. A bilingual Greek-Latin inscription was found in a cemetery

in this city and “dated to the end of the third or the beginning of the fourth
century AD”. Bowersock’ is inclined to attribute this inscription to a later

presence of Greek and Latin speakers in ytl. Strabo states that Aelius Gallus

conquered the city of Athroula/Baragish and “placed a garrison in it™'.

However it would be surprising that this short inscription, probably a
tombstone for a cavalryman would be the only evidence for the military
garrison which probably left traces of occupation as late as the third-fourth
century AD.

13



interest is the assertion made by Arab
geographers that the Hismah in
southern Bilad Ash-Sham was the
territory of the Beni Judham, a clan
who extended from Tabuk to Udhruh
in South Jordan. Judham were the
first tribe to be established in the
Eastern Delta of the Nile and in
Alexandria, they even spread to
Tiberias'®. The gods they venerated
were Al-Uqaysir in Masharif Ash-
Sham (the borders of Syria, that is,
provincia Arabia) and Al-Mushtari
who is identified with hwr or Jupiter
by Al-Kalbi. The Nabataean graffiti
of Humaymah and a Thamudic
inscription from Wadi Ramm with
‘bd hwr*® give support to the well-
established cult of Hwr in the Hismah
desert. The same personal name with
the theophoric ‘bd hwr is attested in
the Hismah of Saudi Arabia®.
Surprisingly the Ammarin bedouins
of Bayda who live in the housing
compound between Siq Al-Barid and
Debedbeh venerate Sheikh *Ahwar at
Jebel Suffahah and built for him a
shrine with a mosque on the highest
point of the mountain®. This is

indeed the best evidence for the
continuity of the ancient cults in
South Jordan.

Fig. 3

The Judham converted to Christianity
and built several monasteries in the

12

Hismah together with the Ghassanid
confederation. Shahid Dayr
Hismah, Dayr Damdam in the
Hismah and Al-Qunfudh in the area
of Ayla-Aqaba®.

When the Muslim army attacked
the Byzantines in 8 H (629AD) at
Mu’tah in South Jordan, the Judham

sided with the Christian army and
supported Emperor Heraclius in 14 H
(634/35AD), when he attacked
Antioch. Later they converted to
Islam after Farwah bin ‘Umayr Al-
Judhami, a leader of Ma‘an who
accepted Islam, possibly as early as
614 AD and hosted the Muslim
troops for two nights when they
arrived in Southern Jordan. The
Byzantines seized him and killed him
at ‘Afrah near Tafileh?*.
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Fig. 4
L. 3: Nasala can be identified with
good  probability with  Umm

Nusaylah, an ancient tell which
dominates the eastern entrance of
Ayla/Aqaba. It preserves the remains
of more than fifty buildings, mostly
of circular shape with Nabataean
remains®.

L. 4: ‘Obodat is most probably a
Nabataean king because of the dating
by his reigning years. Three
Nabataean kings bear the same name:
‘Obodat I (93-85 BC) is to be
excluded because he was honored by
the title of ’lh, god, (after his death in
the Nagab), after he defeated the
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“royal palace” (line 23), and simply
dwelling” (line 25). The best parallel
for byt in the meaning “temple” is the
Thamudic E/Hismaic dedication of
Allat temple in Wadi Ramm/Iram:
wbny btltd ’l °d: ... and he built the
temple (bt for byt) of Allat of the clan
Al-‘Ad. The dedicant was not a
simple mason “who participated in
the building of structures™. If the
author of the inscription was a mason
or worker, he would rather indicate
his profession as was the practice in
Wadi Ramm/Iram, in four cases: bny’
masons, Syd’ plasterers, ’mmny’
workers’. The same examples appear
at Mada’in Saleh/Hegra'’,

L. 2: In the name of the dedicant
hw[r], there are faint traces of the ra’
(Figs. 3-4). In both inscriptions of
Allat temple and this dedication, the
persons who ordered the dedications
are the founders of the temple. The
meaning of bny “to built, to found”
(a temple) is well attested in the
North Semitic languages''. The
meaning: “to found” is confirmed by
the inscription of King Bod ‘AsStart,
king of the Sidonians “who built this
temple (hbt z bn) for his god Eshmun,

the holy lord”'%. It is evident that the
king founded the temple and was not
the mason who constructed it!

The personal name hwr is well-
attested in the Nabataean realm'. In
the theophoric names ‘bd ’l hwr,
whb’l hwr and tm °l hwr in Wadi
Judayid'®, east/southeast of
Humayma/Auara, the names suggest
a cultic interpretation for hwr'’. The
Thamudic personal name ‘bd hwr
refers to the planet Jupiter, “the third
star that is next to the body of the
three in the tail of Ursa major”'®. The
god Horus in the Egyptian pantheon,
hr or hwr in the Semitic languages
could be at the origin of the
theophoric Semitic names. However
component names with the Egyptian
god are not common in Northwest
Arabia, although a statuette of this
god was found at Qaryat Al-Fau deep
in Central Arabia'’.

The theophoric personal name ‘bd
'l hwr is attested at the dam of Auara
in a Nabatacan graffito. Graf®
assumed that the name Auara, Haurra
is derived by the Greeks from, the
Arabic term hwr white or hawwar to
whiten, make white. This assumption
1s reasonable. However since the
name Auara is the feminine Arabic
adjective hawra’, white, it is not
necessarily a reference to the god
hwr, a masculine name. The adjective
is derived most probably from the
whitish hills around
Humaymah/Auara. On the other
hand, Graf assumed that the god hwr
is to be identified with the Nabatacan
god Du-Shara or Qos (Graf 1992: 75).

This interpretation is less probable,
because the god hwr, Jupiter is
equivalent of the planet Al-Mushtari
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A Nabataean Inscription from Southern Jordan

With
An Excursus on the Expedition of Aelius Gallus into Arabia

Fawzi Zayadine - Amman

The Nabataecan inscription' under discussion is incised on a yellowish
limestone block measuring 49 cm wide by 33 ¢cm high and no more than 12 cm
in depth. The characters average 4 cm ( lin nslth, 3™ line) to 1 cm (b in bnwh,

same line). The block was presumably found in Khirbet Al-Qiranah. This ruin
is a fort on the crest of Ras An-Naqab, 21 km to the south of the village of
Sadagah (cf. map Fig 1). The latter site is a well-known halt with a good spring
and a Nabataean-Roman camp, south of Petra along the Via Nova Traiana’,
which was recorded in the Noticia Dignitarum under the name Zodacatha®.
Khirbat Al-Qiranah was reported by several explorers: A. Musil visited the site
in 1898 and produced a description and plan®. In his survey Glueck® described
the site as follows: “Qarana, Qaraneh; Extensive foundation ruin, among which
stood a large ruined caravanserai about 50 m square with square corner
towers”. He also mentioned “a small ruined watch-tower commanding the
approach from the Hisma Valley” where he found no pottery sherds.

Hismah Valley; Glueck’ refers to it as
“the complete ruined Nabataean site”.
Transliteration »~ ~ Figs. 3-4)
1. dnh byt
2. ‘bd hhw[r] br zydw

3. dy bnslh bnwh
4. bsnt 7 1 ‘bdt

In his recent exploration of the Limes
Arabicus Parker® plotted the ruin and
described it as a “castellum (ca. 50 m
square, 0.25 ha with a single entrance
(2.50m wide) in the north wall” (Fig.
2). Since Khirbat Al-Qiranah 1s
located on a hill 1.640 m above sea

level the view from Ras An-Naqgab is .
Al-  Translation

impressive. Though Khirbat

Qiranah was frequently visited in the 1. This is the sanctuary which
past it seems surprising that none of 2. was built by Hawr, son of
the. above—mention'ed . e_:xplorers Zaydw,

noticed the present inscription. Tjhe 3. whose sons are (dwell) in
place name mentu.)ne('i in the third Nasalah,

line (nslh) makes it h1ghly prf)bable 4. I Mheyenr T oL Obodat

that the stone was retrieved in Ras

An-Naqgab area. Other sites around Commentary . .
Khirbat ~ Al-Qirinah  are  also L. 1. byt, literary “house,
candidates for the provenance of this ~ dwelling”. The term designates the
inscription, namely Khirbat Ash- Sanctuary or the temple. The earliest
Shudayyid " At-Tallajeh evidence of its use in Jordan is in the

overlooking the wadi with the same
name. The latter empties into the

Mesha Inscription, mid 9" century
BC, where it occurs with meanings
such as “dynasty” (line7) and
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Foreword

The first issue of Journal of Epigraphy and Rock Drawings (JERD) comprises
articles and studies covering the main interests of the periodical. Articles by
Fawwaz Al-Khraysheh, Rafi’ Al-Harahsheh and Mohammad 1. Ababneh
present a wealth of new information, which often go beyond the framework of
linguistic and textual analysis. We point out the article of Al-Khraysheh with
its fresh evidence on hunt gleaned from Safaitic inscriptions and drawings. In
the Safaitic society specialized craftsmanship as exemplified in hunting
methods was characteristic.

Any periodical with focus on epigraphy must include articles of Arabic
inscriptions, many of which are awaiting study and publication. Accordingly
we present two studies, the first by Mohammad Ali Abu Abielah on an
Ayyubid inscription from Ajloun castle with new readings, the second by
Hussein Abu Bakr Al-Aidarous on an early Arabic inscription from Wadi
Hadramout in Yemen. The study of Zayadine in this sectisn presents a
Nabataean inscription with an Excursus on the expedition of Aelius Gallus into
Arabia.

Linguistic research is a basic tool for understanding ancient languages; thus,
JERD is presenting a study by Mahmoud Ar-Rousan on prepositions in Safaitic.

JERD includes pages on related studies such as the article by Farouk Ismail
on the history of the ancient kingdom of Apum. Scholar Ismail derives his
information mainly from unpublished cuneiform tablets from Tell Leilan, one
of the major mounds in northeastern Syria. The results are extremely important
for the history of the Hurrians in Syria in the second millennium BC.

Besides inscriptions, rock drawings represent the second main interest of
JERD. Not much attention has been given to carvings and paintings on rocks,
in spite of the wide spread of such material in the Arabian Peninsula in general,
and Jordan in particular. It is also known in other parts of the Arab world such
as in the Tassili mountains in North Africa. Rock drawings derive their
significance from the fact that they are in themselves unique pictographic
evidence on life in pre-Islamic times. In his article, Majeed Khan reviews the
evidence on rock drawings from Saudi Arabia. Khan is one of the few scholars
engaged today in researching the topic.

This first issue of JERD includes a section containing reviews of recent MA
and PhD theses on topics related to the main interests of the Journal. Quite a
number of such research works, which were carried out mainly in Arab
universities, remain unpublished. In its future issues, JERD will regularly
introduce presentations of such works.

JERD looks forward to fostering interest in the fields of epigraphy and rock
drawings, especially on the local and international level. It also wishes to be a
platform for young researchers to publish relevant material. JERD strongly hopes to
fulfill these expectations and more in its future issues.

Dr Khaled Nashef
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Chief Editor's Note

In ancient times, Jordan has known written documents in various languages and
dialects such as Canaanite, Aramaic, Safaitic, Greek, Latin and Arabic. The
fact that ancient writers engraved some of their documents on stone was the
main factor in preserving these documents up to modern times. These writings
are testimonies comprising royal, foundation and memorial inscriptions. Some
of the inscriptions contain diversified information on life and society in the
Jordanian Badiyah. Safaitic, Thamudic and Lihyanite personal names provide
deep knowledge of the tribal structure in northern Arabia, in addition to aspects
of social and spiritual life.

Ancient inscriptions and writings are a major source for linguistic
researches in areas such as comparative grammar and historical development of
the Semitic languages. The inscriptions, especially Safaitic and Thamudic, are
also relevant for understanding the genesis of Arabic.

We, at the Department of Antiquities, look at the material culture
represented by inscriptions and rock drawings not as mere archaeological
remains to be protected and preserved, but also as a nuceleus for carrying out
future specific studies. The Department is launching the Journal of Epigraphy
and Rock Drawings (JERD) to fulfill this objective.

I wish to thank the editorial team of the JERD and all contributors who
made possible that this Journal comes into being. We hope that the first issue
will be followed by further publications fostering knowledge in the field of
epigraphy and rock drawings.

Dr Fawwaz Al-Khraysheh

Chief Editor
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Journal of Epigraphy and Rock Drawings (JERD) is an annual
periodical published by the Department of Antiquities of Jordan. It is
devoted to the study of inscriptions and rock drawings in the ancient
Near East, especially Jordan and neighboring countries. JERD will
encourage publishing new epigraphic material and studies related to
the Journal main focus, but also articles in related fields such as
archaeology, material culture, cuneiform studies, among others.



