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Az-Zarqa’ District

Munjazat

Jahal al-Mutawwagq/Al-Huwyian

Project Duration: 17/7-7/8/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Juan Fernandez- Tresguerres/Spanish Cultural Center

Mr. Romel Ghareeb/Department of Antiquities

Excavation at Jabal al-Mutawwagq

Jabal al-Mutawwagq is located about
10km southwest of al-Zarqa’; it forms a
natural hill with architectural features
spreading over it, such as walls and dol-
mens. Surface pottery sherds gave accu-
rate dates for the site from the Early
Bronze III till the Islamic periods.

The aim of this season was to find the re-
lationship between Jabal al-Mutawwagq
and al-Huwaytan area, which is located
southwest of al-Mutawwaq and south of
Jabal al- Makhedh.

Test soundings were opened at al
Huwaytan area which revealed walls,
tombs with objects of different materials,
such as Bronze Jewellry, worked bones
and beads. This area had been bulldozed
recently for agricultural purposes. The
results obtained dated al-Huwitan area
to the Early Bronze Age phases III and
IV. It appears to have no direct relation
with Jabal al-Mutawwagq that goes back
to the first phase of the Early Bronze
Age.

s S 2

Tomb with skeleton

‘Worked bones and bead objects




Munjazat

Wadi ash-Shugayfat
Project Duration: 9/8-22/9/2001

Directors: Dr. Friedbert Ninow/ Theologische Hochschule Friedensau, Germany
Dr Wernfrid Rieckmann/ Theologische Hochschule Friedensau, Germany
Ashraf al-Rawashdeh / Department of Antiquities
Wadi ash-shuqayfat project
Wadi al-Mujib is situated about 4km to the south of Dhiban. In the past, it was known as Arnon.

The survey started out in the area where wadi ash-Shuqayfat enters wadi al-Mijib and follows
wadi ash- shuqayfat up towards Khirbat al Balu*

This survey shows that the various wadies that lead in to Wadi al Mujeb were widely frequented
during ancient times. Especially Wadi ash- Shuqayfat, which has a number of strong fortified sites
indicating that this wadi served as one of the major routes leading up to the Ard al- Karak plateau.
A number of important sites were identified and studied during this survey, especially Khirbat al-
Mu‘ammariyya and Qasir ar-Raha which are essential for the understanding of occupational history
of the plateau, and the various routes that were accessing the Ard al-Karak plateau in ancient times.

The slopes of the Wadi ash-shugayfat were also surveyed. 50 possible sites were identified, their

positions were registered by GPS, and the pottery was collected and taken to Germany for further
study.

1

1

g
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Qasir ar-Raha / wadi ash-shugayfat
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Munjazat

Tall Hishan

Project Duration: 27/5-2/7/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Oysten Labianka / An-
drews University

Dr. Bethany J. Walker/
Oklahoma state University

Mr. Adeeb abu Shmais/
Department of Antiquities

Excavation at Tall Hisban

The primary objective of the 2001 season at
Tall Hisban was to traced the occupational his- T ——
tory of this important rural site in the Islamic
period. The 2001 excavations uncovered
two rooms in Field N, in the northwest cor-
ner of the tall.

The Hellenistic castle / Tall - Hisban

This is the first Umayyad-period archi- e
tecture identified at Hisban. The two rooms **
are dated to the late Byzantine and are
reused during the early Islamic periods. .
They are part of a larger fortification sys- .
tem consisting of the enclosure wall, the - .
northwest tower, and a small sally gate,
originally built in the Hellenistic period. y
After an earthquake of the mid-7th century S
AD, which was responsible for the collapse s
of the barrel vaults, the structure was reoc- 2 ' sl ey A N
cupied; it continued to be used well into The Mamivk Bath
the Abbasid period. It may be a part of the palace described by Yaqut, which sheltered political dis-
sidents in the 9th century AD.

In the Mamluk period Hisban was an important provincial site serving as the capital of al-Balqa’
during the first half of the 14th century. The excavations of 1998 and 2001 have uncovered most of
what is believed to have been the governor's residence. Its plan consists of a series of rooms around
a paved, open courtyard flanked by a private bathhouse, a raised Iwan, and a storeroom. The bath-
house, not attested at a citadel anywhere else in the Mamluk state, may have been used by the gov-
ernor to entertain local tribal leaders, much in the order of the so-called "desert castles". The store-
room yielded some of the best preserved and most numerous historically inscribed glazed relief
wares, and sugar pots from any site in southern Syria.

Study of the Ottoman period also continued this season with investigation of the numerous caves
and standing architecture found throughout the modern village.
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Munjazat

Wadi ath-Thamad

Project Duration: 1/7-8/ 8/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Micheal Daviau/ Wilfrid Laurier University - Canada
Adnan Nugrosh/ Department of Antiquities
Husam Hijazeen/ Department of Antiquities

The Survey and Excavation at Wadi ath-Thamad

Wadi ath-Thamad, which is located 25km South west of Madaba, is the name for eastern end of
the Wadi Hidan, which flows from the central plateau of Jordan Valley, to meet with wadi al -
Mujib. Wadi ath-Thamad is bordered by a number of interesting talls that have not been explored
since the times of Glueck (1933,1934,1938 and 1939)

This season, the Wadi ath-thamad project survey team made several important discoveries. Upon
revisiting site 40 to confirm that the site was associated with Natufian culture a number of deposits
indicative of human occupation, and several Yarmukian potsherds were noted. West of, and up the
slope from site 40, lithic scatters were encountered. These were concentrated around small circular
features, possibly of the foundations of dwellings, and or, shelters. The assemblage is Neolithic.

Im x 1m test squares were excavated, which confirmed the nature of the site.
These sites are important for many reasons:

Firstly, the presence of both Natufian and Neolithic, epecifically Yarmukian cultural horizons, at-
tests to the occupation of the area at the transitional period from foraging Epipaleolithic cultures to
Neolithic agricultural communities.

Secondly, this is the furthest south for the occurrence of Yarmukian pottery. Thus site 40 is
unique and important .

Thirdly, the occurrence of architectural features at a Aburin Neolithic site is also unusual, and
merits serious study.
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which together supported a second story of the building. At least one-second-floor room contained
a decorated mosaic floor. One of the more striking features of the (Field C Building) is the elabo-
rate water system that serviced it. Fragmentary pieces of large ceramic drainpipes were recovered
from the excavated debris, and several meters of intact clay piping were found embedded behind
plaster in one of the building’ s walls. In another room, the excavations revealed a network of water
channels and trap-dams concealed beneath a heavy flagstone pavement. In addition, many of the
building's rooms were equipped with rectangular stone drainage basins.

The pottery found in the rubble sealing of the complex consisted predominantly of 6th-7th, with
some early gth century AD material. In addition, excavations in the central room along the back
wall produced a well-preserved surface strewn with smashed pots (including bowls, cooking pots
and storage vessels), and a number of bronze (an intact jug) and iron implements. The soil that
filled this room also contained numerous fragments of painted plaster, including discernable por-
tions of a Late Greek inscription, and parts of two crosses. The small finds recovered from the other
rooms in the complex included several coins and a ceramic stamp seal incised with a croos.

When combined with the presence of 6th century mosaics (dated on stylistic grounds) our exca-
vations suggest that the complex experienced two distinct architectural phases, which staddled the
Late Byzantine -Early Islamic transition. The first phase was constructed in the 6th century (or Late
Byzantine period) and included the mosaic pavements now on display in the Madaba museum. The
building was then renovated in the 7th or early gth century (i.e. the Umayyad period), when a vault
was built over the mosaic floor in the southern room along the back wall, and supplementary walls
were judiciously inserted to shore up several sagging walls elsewhere in the complex. The entire
complex apparently was abandoned sometime later in the 8th century.
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Tall Madaha

Project Duration: 1/6-31/7/2001

Project Director : Dr. Timothy P. Harrison/ Social Science and Humanities Council of Canada
Ibraheem al-Zabin / Department of Antiquities
Zakareyah al-Qudah/Department of Antiquities

Tall Madaba Archaeological Projeét

The primary objective of the season involved the consolidation and restoration of a large late
Byzantine and Early Islamic complex preserved along the lower western slope of the tall acropolis.
Uncovered during phase I of TMAP (the 1998-2000 seasons), the excavations have revealed the re-
mains of a large rectangular building, possibly a wealthy private residence, or villa, preserved in
two architectural phases that span the Late Byzantine/Early Islamic transition 6th-7th/gth centuries
AD.

Initially believed to have been a series of isolated shops that backed against the pre-classical
town fortification wall, it is now clear that these structures were the back rooms of a large building
complex, at least 20 m (n-s) x 30 m (e-w) in size.

The building apparently faced onto a north-south street located west of the acropolis area. Al-
though the building has not yet been fully excavated, thus far excavations have revealed a series of
- interconnected rooms, with variously paved floors.

In at least two rooms, the floors were paved with decorated mosaic pavements, one contained a
field of fleurettes or rosebuds framed by a double-swastika meander border, while the second de-
picted a large amphora flanked by a ram and a horned stage, with a simple border of diamonds
along the periphery. Several rooms preserved the remains of arches, and in one case an intact vault,
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Jarash
Project Duration: 15/9-15/10/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Ina Kehrberg/ Council  ©
for British Research in the '
Levant

Eman ‘Owais/Department of
Antiquities
Jarash City Wall Excavation

The main aim of the project was to examine [
stratification of the city walls. A sounding was
dug in the "Tomb Trench" west of north gate,
between towers 46 and 47, and two further =
soundings were dug near the north gate. All
three trenches revealed the foundations of the
city wall, following the topography of the ter-
rain.

The foundation of trench wall 100 was
above the rock-cut upper strata of the tomb,
several layers above the tomb where the origi-
nal surface (the tomb was obviously not used in
the Roman period) sealed the tomb providing
secure dating material.

Jarash city wall

As a result of studying the pottery sherds
and coins, the city wall was dated back to the
first century beginning of the 204 century
AD.

City walls were a main part of the plan of
the cities of the Decapolis.The Jarash city wall
is considered as a significant part of the ar-
chaeological and architectural remains of the
city. It is still partly visible, especially in the
western district where it extends to 3.5 km |
with 5 gates and 101 fortified towers. J

Rock-cut tomb
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Rujum Taha '
Project Duration: 12/8-21/8/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Benjamin J. Dolinka / University of Liverpool, England
Khalil Hamdan / Department of Antiquities.
Survey and Reconnaissance Survey

The Nabataean site of Rujum Taba
located in the heart of Wadi Araba,
southern Jordan, 41.5km northeast of
al-Aqaba. The remains straddle the
modern "Dead Sea Highway".

The goals of the project were to accu-
rately document the extent and integ-
rity of the site, to collect diagnostic ;==
surface artifacts from selected areas of &«
the site, and to assess the viability of
further fieldwork. :

Work was conducted in three large ar- , :_‘.‘_'__'f,_
eas; the purported caravanserai that ===
seemed to have flourished during the
-early 15t to the mid 2d century AD,
- the village area which has the same
date, and the necropolis where a small
percentage of later pottery, mostly late
3rd early 4th century AD. has been ; gl
collected. S T

Evidence recovered in this season's
survey and reconnaissance of the Ru-
jum Taba archaeological Project
(RTAP) has provided a glimpse into
the occupational history of the site. '
Excavations will clarify the occupa- iﬂ“‘
tional phasing for the archaeological =~
sites in Rujm Taba.
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Wadi Ramm / Hisma
Project Duration: 5/10- 24/11/2001

S Eo
Project Director: Dr. Saba Fares Drapeau : Q-)A-l 2 H \ X
Dr. Fawzi Zaydine M (')f
Mr. Khaled al - Jbour @(D C_ B #25

Exploration and Archaeological Soundings d O\

The project's objectives are as follows: W \RAY ) TERPYE
P ) Lelos 9l

1-Surveying and registration of inscriptions: Thamudic E

: ? Thamudic Dedicaion of the Allat Temple in W. R
Nabataean, Greek and Islamic R G RN amm

2-The undertaking of archaeological soundings
3-The survey and drawing of ancient dams, and the water harvesting system.

4-The controlling of the geographical coordinates of the whole archaeological sites by GPS and
their placing on a map of Jordan in a special geographical programme.

Implementation of the project:

The team explored Wadi al-Raman and Wadi al-Rumi to the northwest of Shakiriya village.

These valleys are a passage and stations on the way to the Nabataean-Roman military camp of Khir-
bat al - Khalidi .

In Wadi Hafir northeast of Jabal Ramm which was explored for the first time, we climbed to the
spring called al Qattar at the foot of the Mountain. Water is dropping and collecting in several ba-
sins carved in the rock. Several Thamudic graffiti are incised on the rocks:

LSD'L; LRBL LRM'L D'L BNH; LMR'L LHDD BN ZAYD

The Arabic inscription in the wadi bed reads:

God forgive to Salama his old and new sins and save him from the heat of the fire and save he
who prays: Amen God of the World and who testifies: "there is no God but God and Muhammed
His servant and His messenger. God pray on Muhammad"

In Wadi Rabigh, on the way to Disseh, Thamudic and Dedanite inscriptions were registered in a
narrow gorge which leads to a huge dam cut in the solid rock, called Lajj al- Hamam. The Nabatae-
an inscription reads: Peace Wahbllat.

North of Kharaza, Dr. Saba Fares-Drapeau discovered a rock panel, which was incised with Tha-
mudic and Nabataean graffiti. A huge drawing of a camel is also on the same rock. A Nabataean in-
scription is in the name of Abd Rabel, a basiliophore name of king Rabel I (85-62 BC).

Several soundings were plotted in Ruways Salim in wadi Umm Sahm and in Hudayb al Fala in
Wadi Sabit. Stone tools and pottery sherds were collected. They are similar to the material excavat-
ed at Bayda north of Petra and at Tall Abu Hamid in the Jordan Valley which can be dated to the
end of the Chalcolithic period.

At Kharaza the team excavated a caravan post, halfway between Quwayra and Wadi Ramm. The
structure is-square 5.40m x5.40m and built with shaped stone blocks. Evidence revealed that the
station was occupied in the 15t century, in the Nabataean period, and abandoned in the Late Roman
period, in the third century AD.

Conclusion:
This season was rich in the discovery of new inscriptions, of which the Dedanite inscription are
the most important, which indicates that Arabian tribes from central Arabia migrated to wadi Ramm

in the 5th century BC, following the campaign of Nabanidus, who invaded the land of Edom in the
south of Jordan and occupied Teima, in northwest Arabia during a period of ten years.
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Karak Plateau
Project Duration: 26/5-29/6/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Meredith S. Chesson/ Universit'y of Notre Dame, U.S.A

Khalid Tarawneh/ Department of Antiquities

Al-Karak Plateau Survey

This season the survey team conducted a series of surface assessments and test excavations of
eight Early Bronze Age settlement sites, previously identified by Miller (1991). These eight sites
were chosen from their published description as settlement sites with substantial Early Bronze Age

occupations. At each site the team
conducted walkover survey, noting
architectural features, and the nature
of preservation of the site, as well as
conducted systematic collections at
the sites of al-Lajjun, Khirbat al-
Minsihlat, Adir, Kh. al Mudawwara,
Rujum Birjis, Mis'ar, site 40, and
Umm al-Habaj, gauging how con-
struction, road building , terracing,

and natural forces of erosion have .

impacted each of these sites.

After the initial assessment of each
site was completed, the team con-

ducted test excavations at the site of |

al-Lajjan and Kh. al Minsihlat.

Excavations at both sites uncovered
occupations of the late Early Bronze
Age III, and Early Bronze age IV, a
pivotal time when the first cities in
Jordan were declining, and people
were adopting a more nomadic, pas-
toralist lifestyle. Very little is under-
stood about this important period on
the al-Karak Plateau, and the inves-
tigation of these large settlements
spanning this transitional period will
provide crucial information in un-
derstanding the collapse of Jordan's
initial period of urbanization.

EBA lI-lll Settlement on
the Kerak Plateau, Jordan
(after Miller 1991)

Tower
sureg?ur:uent A site o

Small ° 0 10 km
site C—
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Adh-Dhra‘
Project Duration: 15»_’5 - 10/7/2001
Project Directors: Dr. Bill Finalyason / CBRL
Dr. Ian Kuijt / University of Notre Dame.

Mr. Ahmad Madadha / Department of Antiquities

Excavations at adh- Dhra‘

The prehistoric site of adh-Dhra® is situated five kilometers east of the modern town of adh-
Dhra‘. Located at five meters below sea level, the site is bounded by high cliffs to the east, the
Wadi Dhra‘ to the north, and erosional cuts to the west and south.

The springs of ‘Ayn Waida‘, 500m to the east, provide a years-round supply of water that runs
along the drainage bed of Wadi adh-Dhra‘, currently some 30m below the level of the settlement.

The PPNA occupation appears to have been quite extensive at adh-Dhra', with extensive architectu-
ral and artifactual evidence to indicate that in the past this settlement existed as a major PPNA set-
tlement in the Jordan Valley.

]

This multi year research project is focused on understanding the Neolithic transition from foraging
to farming along the Dead Sea Basin and the al-Karak Plateau. As one aspect of this, the excava-
tions at adh-Dhra‘ seek to document the social, economic, and technological developments of this
period from the perspective of a single, well-studied case study.

In 2001 archaeological excavations were focused on three major goals: further defining the phys-
ical extent of the PPNA occupation, exposing a large horizontal area around the well-preserved
PPNA stone structured identified in 1994, and recovering representative cultural materials, specifi-
cally chipped stone lithics, from different areas of the settlement to gain a detailed understanding of
the technological and typlogical characteristics of the chipped and ground stone assemblage at adh-
Dhra‘. The first and second of these goals were archived by the excavation of several small units in
areas previously perceived to be outside of the distribution of PPNA cultural occupation, the use of
geophysical survey methods to detect sub-surface architecture and features, and the excavation of
extensive horizontal areas expanding north from PPNA structure I, a well-made oval-circular struc-
ture made of upright stones and dating to c. 10,000 bp.
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Dhahrat adh- Dhra‘ (1 and 2)
Project Duration : 14/1-15/2/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Philip Edwards / University of Arizona / U.S.A
Dr. Steven Falconer / University of Arizona /U.S.A
Mr. Ahmad al Tawahia / Department of Antiquities
Mr. Ali al - Khayyat/Department of Antiquities

Excavation at Dhahrat adh-
Dhra‘ 1"

Dhahrat adh-Dhra‘ "1" and "2"
are located 3km to the north of | %
Bab adh-Dhra‘ along the road of &%
Ghawr-al-Karak and about 2km
to the east of al - Mazra'a. '

This season, the survey team
conducted remapping of all visi-
ble archaeological remains at
Dahrat adh-Dhra‘ I. A theodolite
survey created a stone-by stone = bt S - 2
map of 45 structures, including Dhahrat adh-Dhra2 / General view
single and multiple-room rectangular houses, linear stone alignments, and round stone enclosures.
The 1999/2001 excavation sampled nine structures, and six potential terraces (perhaps 12ha), and
revealed that the occupation was followed by severe down cutting of Wadi adh-Dhra‘, and that the
Middle Bronze Age settlement was a large hilltop enclosure (roughly 50 x 20 m), overlooking Dah-
rat adh-Dhra‘1 from the southern edge of Wadi adh - Dhra‘. This structure may be an ancient ver-
sion of the hilltop compounds of modern landowners that overlook the fields and villages on the
plain of adh - Dhra‘ today. The main cultivated crops at Dhahrat adh-Dhra* 1 are hulled barley (Hor-
deum distichum), fig (Ficus carica) and grape (Vitis cinifera). Olive (Olea sp) seeds, which would
suggest oil production for Bronze Age marlets, are notably absent. Other cereal types include naked
barley (Hordeum vulgare var. Mudum), emmer wheat (Triticum dicoccum), and bread wheat (T.
aestivum). This suite of cereal grains indicates irrigation agriculture, and the predominance of
hulled barley suggests that, pastoralism was an important part of the economy of Dhahrat adh-Dra’ 1

Excavation at Dhahrat adh-Dhra‘ 2:

The first season in late 1999 documented Dhahrat adh-Dhra‘ 2 as a small mound about two me-
ters thick, and 2000 square meters in area. It is littered with stone cobbles and flaked stone tools,
which spread over a radius of about 50 meters from the ventral and highest part of the mound. Nu-
merous curvilinear stone walls protrude through topsoil. Several large cup-hole mortars are distrib-
uted on the surface of the site, together with other broken ground stone tools such as pestles and
shaft straighteners. During the 1999 season, portions of three structures were excavated. Charcoal
samples yielded three radiocarbon dates that suggest a short occupation of the site from approxi-
mately 9100-8550 BC. The 2001 program succeeded in excavating these structures through to the
underlying natural sediments, exposing a larger area of deposits in structure 2. Excavating was start-
ed in a fourth structure, uncovering a secondary human burial. Several new radiocarbon samples
were also obtained. Excavation of Dhahrat adh-Dra‘ 2 yielded wild plant crops: fig (ficus sp.) and
pistachio (Pistacia sp.). Among the cereals, barley, mostly the wild variety (Hordeum spontaneum)
was more abundant than wheat (Triticum sp.).
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Khirbhat al-Balu‘
Project Duration: 1/8-21/18/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Udo Worschech / Friedensau University / Germany

Arwa Massa‘deh / Department of Antiquities
Survey of Khirbat al-Bali *

Bala‘is located about 25km north of al-Karak. It was first excavated in 1989 although interest
in the site started with the discovery of al Bali‘ Stela, which mentioned the establishment of the
Moabite Kingdom. This survey had two aims: the first was to survey the area to the north and west
of Qagir al- Balu*, as well as to plan for future excavations. The second was to survey the whole vi-
cinity north of the Qasir through al- Bala* Wadi in the Umm Dimis area to establish the periods of
occupation in that area. The Bala‘ Qasir is dated to the EBI-II periods. A large doorway was dis-
covered in the north wall of the Qasir, 51 complete vessels of different types came out from burial
caves across Wadi al-Bala‘, in Umm Dimis, which is dated from the EBII to the late Iron Age IIC.
(A detailed report will be published soon).

Part of the excavation area
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Wadi as-Sahih al-Abyad
Project duration: 29 /8-12/9/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Hamzeh Mahasneh
/ Mu'ta University.

Dr. Hans Gebel /University of Berlin
The Survey of Wadi as -Sahib al-Abyad

Wadi as-Sahib al-Abyad is located east
of al-Jafir region, in the southeastern side

of the Jordan Badiya near the Neolithic site

of Kilwa in the Jabal Tubayq area, which
was discovered by Rhotert in 1938. The

survey team has chosen Wadi as-Sahib al-

Abyad for this project to test the archaeo-

logical potential of the area and the project

devoted to studying desert adaptation in the
Holocene periods.

The area of survey turned out to be ex-

traordinary promising an extremely high ° S

research potential for many disciplines. Fif-
ty-one sites were recorded for the first
time, they are classified into:

1- Late Chalcolithic /Early Bronze Age

sites with their round structures and unknown ritual building and graveyards.

T
Late Chal / EB round structures

Munjazat

2- The identification of the collapsed PPN rock-shelter (Site 10) is so far the first PPN evidence in

southeastern Badiya of Jordan.

3- The marvelous findings of fossil forests and bones. This discovery will open a new field of re-

search for paleontologists.
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Ba‘ja
Project Duration: 13/9-11/10/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Hans Georg K. Gebel/Berlin Universi-
ty, Germany

Abdel - Raheem Hazeem/ Department of
Antiquities

Excavation at Ba‘ja

The Neolithic site of Ba‘ja is located in the south of Jordan
within Ma‘an district, about 11km north of Wadi Misa.

This is the 4th season of excavations in Ba‘ja, which aims
to gain a better understanding of the supposed gate, and to
identify its connections with the rest of the buildings, besides |
excavating the collective burial in Area D.

It was established that the supposed gate was incorporated
in the domestic architecture of the area and gave access to the
central part of the site.

a wall

Flint tools

Clearance in Area B showed LPPNB finds in situ such as, beads, arrowheads, flint tools and
bone tools. It was obvious that the collective burials did not witness any form of ritual activites con-
nected with ancestor worship; it rather represented the regular mortuary distribution of a family,
whose members received individual grave goods. There are a high number of infants skeletons,
whose bones are still under research in the university of Berlin. These burials may reflect a high rate
of infants death in Ba‘ja.

WTATRREERE >
General view of Ba‘ja
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Umm Saysahana
Project Duration : 9/6-20/6/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Manfred Lindner/
Society of Natural His-
tory, Notbeng

Tahani al-Salihi / De-
partment of Antiquities

Umm Saysabana Survey Project

Umm Saysabana is located on a hitherto
plateau in southern Jordan in the Petra re-
gion, behind ad-Dayr, This is the 374 sur-
vey season at the site which goes back to
the Early Bronze Age (3200-1200 BC). In
addition to two previously known stone
houses, a third was uncovered, containing
many storage jars with remains of cereals
probly dating to around 2250BC. The peo-
ple lived in tents most of the time and
stored their crops in stone houses during
winter. They made their cutting tools from
flint or an iron -rich quartzite.

Munjazat

M 1:25000

Topographic plan for the site

Afterwards the survey team moved to another site through the ancient road from Petra to Sabra,
and further through Wiadi ‘Araba, where a well built complex from the 1st century AD was identi-
fied. Its location above the important road points to a khan, a castle, or a cultic building. It is hoped
that further future excavations will provide us with a better knowledge of the function of the site.

Another surveyed site, Qurayyat al-Mansir, a stronghold at an ancient road down to Wadi ‘Ara-
ba, was examined by Prof. U. Hubner, who will publish his findings in the near future. Not far from
this site is the ancient settlement of Khirbat al-Fayid, at the outlet of Wadi al-Fayid where typical
Nabataean channels provided people with water from-the nearby wadi. It appears they had no con-

nection with their Edomite predecessors.

The Nabatacan-Roman site of Shamase was also visited. This includes a fortified rock "the
Rock of Shamase", and the sophisticated Dushara Sanctuary, and a series of quarries. One of these
contained an incised alter as a symbol of the locally venerated deity.
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Jabhal ash- Shara
Project Duration: 18/10-25/10/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Laurent Tholbecq/ Catholic University of Louvain/ Paris
Dr. Cedric Devais/ IFAPO
Mr. Hani Falahat/ Department of Antiquities

The Survey of Jabal ash-Shara
A third short campaign was carried out in the Jabal ash - Shara on behalf of the CNRS-Paris.

Half of the 160 previously discovered sites were visited in order to improve the collection of
sherd-samples, their descriptions, and to locate the sites more accurately with a GPS.

One of the princial aims of this campaign was to update the 1:15000 map of the Jabal ash-Shara
produced in 1998, with the report of the main new settled areas, the roads and sites recently discov-
ered or newly excavated. One new site had been excavated by the Department of Antiquities on the
way to ash-Shubak(2), and several others located on the top of the Jabal al Qanan.

Unfortunately, since 1997 several archaeological sites previously surveyed have been destroyed.
Jabal ash-Shara survey numbers 116 and 120 have been recently bulldozed during the works carried
out by the Petra Regional Authority, in order to contain the upper wadis of the southern part of the
Wadi Misa Basin. Therefore, we gave a digital copy of the 1998 map to the director of the Petra
Regional Authority , Mr. S. Abu Hdeib. Similarly, one of the most well preserved sections of the
Via Nova Trajana, was destroyed during the construction of the "Light Industries Area", close to the
new el- Hay. This project is still under construction.

Several topbnyms were checked with the help of Mr. Hani Falahat. This work needs to be contin-
ued next season, especially for the southwestern part of the Survey, with the help of the local inhab-
itants who are still farming these areas.

Furthermore, adjacent areas were visited in order to prepare a possible extension of the survey.
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Wadi al -Mataha
Project duration: 24/5-15/6/2001

Project Directors: Dr. David Johnson/ Brigham Young University
Dr. Joel Janetski/ Brigham Young University
Dr. Micheal Chazan/University of Toronto
Mr. Hussain al- Jarah/ Department of antiquities

The wadi al-Mataha Excavations.

In the 2001 season of excavations, the team excavated three sites dating to the Epipaleothic, Pre-
pottery Neolithic A, and Nabataean periods in wadi al - Mataha located within the Petra Basin.

Excavation at site 2, an Epipaleolithic settlement, investigated cultural features dating to the pre
- Natufian (Geometric Kebaran/ Mushabian), early and Late Natufian periods. Significant discov-
eries include at least two Early Natufian walled structures, Late Natufian pits, and several possible
features in pre-Natufian levels. Two examples of Early Natufian art consisting of two pieces of
sandstone incised with geometric motifs were recovered. Other artifacts included several ground
stone implements from Natufian contexts, as well as large samples of lithic tools, debitage, animal
bones, and marine shells were found in all contexts. The discovery of two Early Natufian walled
structures indicated that the wadi al-Mataha - site 2 is one of the earliest, if not, the earliest, perma-
nent settlement yet discovered in the Petra Basin.

A new site, Wadi al Mataha-site 6, dated to the PPNA was discovered, and briefly tested during
the 2001 season. Two diagnostic el-Khiami projectile points and modest cultural deposits were re-
covered from these tests, although the site awaits more complete excavation and documentation.

Excavations at site 5, a Nabataean rock-cut tomb, discovered a series of cists containing non -
elite burials in a secondary context.

Cist 1 had the most elaborate burial with parts of 15 individuals placed around the complete
skeleton of an adult male. Analysis of the bones from this cist revealed that one older male (55
years old) had suffered from arthritis.

Important grave goods consisted of bronze bells, amethyst, glass, and carnelian beads, as well as a
carved bone bead in the shape of the Egyptian God Bes. Perhaps the most significant find was a new
type of Nabataean funerary art consisting of molded stucco heads, and figures in a grotesque style,
attached directly to the bones, and stones carved in the same style placed on top of the skeletons.

Nabataean rock-cut tomb
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Qasir al-Bint / Petra
Project Duration: 23/4-27/5/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Christian Auge /The National Center for
Scientific Research /Paris
Mr. Francois Renel/ The National Center for
Scientific Research/Paris. 4
Mr. Muhammad al - Salameen / Department
of Antiquities

Excavation in Qasir al-Bint

Since 1999, a French mission has been conducting new excava-
tions at Petra,in the sacred precinct (Temenos ) of the major Nabatae-
an temple known as Qagir al-Bint .The temple itself had been par-
tially excavated, studied and restored in the late 70s and early 80s.
In order to set the building back in its architectural and archaeologi- :
cal context a new project by the French institute of archaeology at i Ve
‘Amman (IFAPO) started in 1999. Emperor Marcus Aurelius

Four seasons of fieldwork have already been taken place in the Qasir al-Bint area. The programme
included the study of the whole western part of the temple complex. After diversion of a service drive-
way, which crossed the area, the ancient pavement was cleared out, setting off the high temple walls and
the adjacent structures.

This originally Nabataean building went through several transformations in Roman times: remains of
its marble building and decorative mouldings can still be seen. The cistern, oddly hollowed out on the
top of the altar, has a connection with an important system of channels and drains located under the
pavement of the court. Excavations also shed new light on the monumental exedra, a curved recess built
on the Western enclosure wall of the temenos.

Including a second altar and a high podium flanked by columns, the monument was adorned with
statues and probably intended to honor the imperial family, as we learn from inscriptions naming the
two emperors Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus (161-169 AD) which were found in the excavation.
Countless fragments of marble and sandstone sculpture appear in the destruction layers of the exedra.
Upon its remains, a late Roman dwelling was built, subsequently destroyed in the $h century AD.

On the eastern side of the Qasir, the team has also undertaken the excavation of an extensive Naba-
tacan building, opening on the sacred court through a monumental gate. The front hall and two side
rooms were partly excavated, showing
the remains of a Late Roman reoccupa-
tion. In the next campaigns, we intend to
focus on the excavation and study of
this building, in order to get more accu-
rate information about its plan, precise
chronology, and purpose.It was perhaps
intended for some official use in the
Nabataean period.

From the previous campaigns, a con-
siderable amount of material has been |
gathered, especially beautiful pieces of
sculpture illustrating the imperial adap-
tation of this sacred area during the 2nd - il
century AD, and the Late Roman phases The Temenos
of reoccupation. At first sight the results confirm the general conclusions reached by other missions in
neighboring areas. This part of the ancient town seems to have survived the famous earthquake of 363
AD. Further study and analysis should bring new information about the Nabataean period and enable us
to understand the architectural programme connected with this important sanctuary
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Munjazat
Jahal Hartin

Project Duration: 1/9-29/9/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Jakko Frosen /
University of Helsinki -
Finland

Dr.Zbigniew Fiema /
University of Helsinki-
Finland =B

Mr. Basem al- Mahameed/
Department of Antiquities

Excavation at Jabal Harlin e ol

Jabal Hartn is located about Skm southwest of Petra, and is believed to be the burial place of Aa-
TON.

This season the FJHP aimed to obtain substantial information concerning the monastic/pilgrimage
center, so the fourth season excavation concentrated on the two structures located at the highest
point of the western ridge of the site that could have had a sacred function, judging from their archi-
tecture and masonry.

This hypothesis requires more support through future excavation. One of those structures is dat-
ed from the Nabataean to the late Byzantine period, if not later. Well-stratified, ceramic deposits
should provide specific dating of the phases of occupation. When analyzed the other building had
three phases of occupation, apparently the
Byzantine period, and possibly the early dec-
ades of the Early Islamic period.

An important new element in the FTHP re-
search is the study of the diet of the site’s in-
habitants and visitors; remains of an extensive
midden contained large quantities of fish
bones. This material relates to food prepara-
tion activities, which would have been carried
out nearby. Also, the discovery of part of a ro-
tary mill indicates that flour was produced at
the site, thus that the monastery had its own
food production and was not dependent on
gifts and donations from pilgrims and popula-
tion living nearby.

This supports the previously held idea that
the St. Aaron monastery was of a coenobium-

type.

Major consolidation and conservation work
was performed this season, as well as carto- | www— -
graphic work to produce a three-dimensional Monastery Complex
computerized maps of the entire Jabal Harin Mountain.

_VPPBHKEK 1998-2001

54




Munjazat

Wadi-Farasa / Petra
Project Duration: 23/9-18/10/2001
Project Directors: Stephan G. Schmid/ Palestine Exploration Fund

Khaleel Hamadan / Department of Antiquities

Excavation at wadi Farasa

The work of the Wadi Farasa Project
2001 focused on four spots on the terrace
of Wadi Farasa east: two spots on the
lower terrace of wadi Farasa and two
spots on the upper terrace of the same
valley. On the lower terrace, the area im-
mediately behind the huge retaining wall
was cleaned and excavated in order to
gain more information about the stability
and construction of that wall, allowing
better consideration of possible way to
restore it. Wadi Farasa Complex

In the spot under investigation, the main entrance of the complex was discovered, leading into a
huge hall that initially was covered with carefully worked stone slabs. A small sounding beneath
the level of these slabs revealed Nabataean pottery from the middle of the 1st century AD. Surpris-
ingly, the excavation and examination of the area behind the main retaining wall revealed different
construction phases. In the first phase the wall did not cover the entire space of Wadi Farasa, but
just about half of it. Only in a later phase the Wadi was completely blocked by the wall. As the lat-
er additions were less carefully worked than the original parts, the wall started to collapse precisely
at the joints between the two parts. The collapsed parts were repaired in a taler phase. In fills related
to these ancient restoration works, many fragments of tubuli and hypocaust constructions were
found, indicating that in the area behind the villa, a heated bath installation must have existed. After
cleaning and excavating the area behind the main retaining wall, its upper courses of stone were dis-
mantled in order to reach the collapsed parts. These were restored by using original stones and an
elastic mortar containing broken pottery in order to guarantee iS hydraulic qualities for resisting the
winter rainfalls.

In the area of the central courtyard between the Soldier Tomb and the opposite Triclinium, the
original floor level was reached, as it had been during the 2000 season of the Wadi Farasa Project.
This sounding offered space for a small trench below the original floor and, as in the previous
soundings, the same pottery types were found, indicating a date within the middle of the 15t century
AD for the construction of the main complex.

On the upper terrace, cleaning in the area of the so-called Garden Triclinium started. This re-
vealed that the space in front of the rock cut installations in Nabataean times was used as a small
peristyle courtyard supporting an upper floor. Into the courtyard a rather deep cistern was connected
to arock cut water channel. The overall construction of this area strongly recalls peristyle houses of
Greek and Roman tradition, and it is quite probable that this area initially was used as a luxurious
living quarter. This is further supported by the apparent use of big quantities of water.

In this area a wide range reuse during the medieval period 11th -13th century AD was discov-
ered, including newly built walls and big amounts of pottery.
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Peira Garden

Project Duration: 15/7-29/7/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Leigh - Ann Bedal / University of Pennsylvania

Huda al -Kilani / Department of Antiquities

Petra Garden Project

The Petra Garden feasibility
study was carried out in the area
known as the "Lower Market"
which was identified by a prelimi-
nary survey in 1998 as a pool-
complex, and Garden, dating to
the Hellenistic period.

The goal of the study was to
identify the major components
and layout of the garden, and de-
termine degree of preservation.

The results will be useful in
planning a strategy for future ex-

cavations that ensure optimum recovery of the Garden’s archaeological record.
‘ p g

The feasibility study consisted of four distinct, yet closely, interrelated components: Ground Pen-
etrating Radar (GPR), excavation, soil coring survey, and architectural analysis.
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Ma‘an District Munjazat

Temple of the Winged Lions / Petra
Project duration : 16/6-27/6/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Philip C. Hammond / University of Utah in Co-operation with
Arizona State University
Dr. Ra’id Malkawi / Department of Antiquities

The Temple of the Winged Lions Excavation.

The "Temple of the Winged Lions" is considered to be the most important Nabataean Temple so
far discovered. It was first discovered in 1973 and since 1974 excavations have been undertaken at
the site reaching the 19th season of excavations in 2001. Apart from being completely unique in its
numerous workshops, it has contributed, via its 68 cultural phases excavated during the last eight-
een seasons, new knowledge concerning Nabataean religion, art, architectural technology, trade line
fortification, epigraphic data, and other cultural information. In addition to the stratigraphic aspects
of the excavations, the structure is one of the most closely dated Nabataean structures thus far re-
covered, with its initial completion dated by dedicatory inscriptions to 28 AD in the reign of Aretas
1V, while its destruction is also precisely dated to 363 AD by correlating earthquake data with a
written record.

The work of the American Expedition represents the longest span of focused archaeological ac-
tivity that has been conducted at Petra, spanning some 26 years of research and excavations, follow-

ing an extensive electronically instrumented survey over 13 acres of the ancient City Center in
1973.

This season's work concentrated upon further clarification of the architectural features of the
Temple, and extending its visibility for tourist purposes.

On the Northern side of the Temple, completely new architectural features were uncovered. In
addition to a series of wall lines, a "floor" of large stone slab covering most of the site, with a podi-
um set along the eastern side, was recovered. Because of the location of the site, a great quantity of
ceramic materials have been washed down from higher ground, spanning the first through the
fourth centuries AD. Among the recovered artifacts, most interesting were a "Tragic Mask" sculp-
ture, and a small complete Hercules figurine, with a lion skin. :

The southeastern end of the Temple complex also yielded new architectural features, consisting
of massive walls and drainage canals. A quantity of the fine thin Nabataean ceramic fragments,
some of which could be restored, were recovered from this area.

A lot of a thousand square meters was excavated in both areas, greatly increasing the visibility of
the Temple and adding new information regarding the architecture of the Complex.

General view of the Temple
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Munjazat

Pella/Tabagat Fahil
Project Duration: 6/1-8/3/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Stephen J. Bourke /
University of Sydney

Asma al-Zebdeh / De-
partment of Antiquities

Excavation at Pella

The large site of Pella rests at the foothills
of the north Jordan Valley, about 95km from ] B g,
the Capital ‘Amman. Late Bronze Age Fortress Temple

this year work concentrated on one major area of interest, the late Bronze Age Fortress Temple
discovered in 1997, and intensively excavated in 1999. Six trenches were opened to explore the
northern (three), western (one) and southern (two) exteriors of the temple, and two further trenches
were opened in the eastern interior of the temple.

The overall dimensions of the fortress are approximately 32x22 m, making this Temple the larg-
est ever discovered. The structure had a very complex architectural history, being constructed
around 1600 BC, and remodeled at least six times during an occupation span of around 800 years
before being destroyed around 800 BC, probably in a severe earthquake.

Finds in 2001 are not comparable with the rich discoveries of 1999. Even so, a beautiful Egyp-
~ tian Blue cosmetic jar, several Egyptian scarabs, a syro-Mitannian cylinder seal, and variety of frag-
mentary animal and human clay figurines were recovered.

Almost three-quarters of the temple have now been excavated. It is one of the finest stone-built
monuments of Jordan's Bronze Age inhabilants. Excavations are planned to continue in 2002.
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Munjazat

Wadi Ziglah
Project Duration: 23/6-19/7/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Edward Banning /University of Toronto, Canada
Dr. Lisa Maher/ University of Toronto, Canada
Dr. Ismael Melhem / Department of Antiquities
Wadi Ziqlab Survey

Wadi Ziglab is located 3km northwest of Dayr Abi Sa‘id, within Irbid district. This project has

been active in the archaeological research, especially in the late prehistoric heritage of al-Kura, for
almost 20 years, with particular focus on changes in settlement patterns and land-use during the Ep-
ipaleolithic, Neolithic, and Chaleolithic periods.

The team conducted geological and archaeological survey of wadi terraces in Wadi Ziglab and
Wadi Tayba. They examined geological evidence for valley changes over time, relating these
changes to the locations of sites, especially those of the Epipaleolithic cultures that inhabited al-
Kira about 20,000 to 13,000 years ago. The survey discovered 18 previously undocumented sites
of various periods, but was particularly successful in finding scatters of stone tools belonging to the
Kebaran and Geometric Kebaran cultures of the Epipalaeolithic.

During the 2001 project, small test excavations at three Epipalaeolithic sites were conducted,
two in Wadi Tayba, and one in Wadi Ziqglab, where stratified deposits containing many flint flakes,
cores, and microlithic tools, as well as bone fragments belonging to deer, gazelle, wild sheep, goat,
and other animals that the Epipalaeolithic people hunted, were recovered.

Small block samples of soil and sediments have been taken from an exposed section in the excava-
tions and wadi cuts for analyses. This will help to identify the processes that buried some of the ar-
tifact scatters, and to document how the landscapes of wadi Ziglab and wadi Tayba have changed
over the last 20,000 years through the interplay of climate change, deforestation, settlement, and
agriculture. ’

g s

General view of Wadi Ziglab
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The Byzantine church at Tall Ya‘miin
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Irbid District Munjazat

Tall Ya‘miin
Project Duration : 18/6-26/7/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Jerome Rose / University of Arkansas
Dr. Abd al -Haleem al-Sheyab / Yarmouk University
Salameh Fayyad / Department of Antiquities
Excavation at Tall Ya‘mun

Tall Ya‘min is located 17km south of Irbid. It contains stratified structures from the Chalcolith-
ic period (4500 BC) till modern times.

Excavations started at Tall Ya‘mtn in 1999. This 2001 season of excavation was the third sea-
son, which aimed to complete excavations of previous seasons and produce clear results. The exca-
vation took place in three Areas: the Byzantine Church, the Bronze Age Complex (Settlement), and
the Necropolis. Work focused upon the church Narthex. During Umayyad times, the Narthex was
divided into three rooms. Finding uncut stone set on top of the finely cut stone of the original walls
suggests that the church was partially ruined prior to this modification. Two chancel screen col-
umns were discovered neatly tucked away against one of the new walls. The north room seems to
have been used for storage; the middle room was used for a glass workshop, as indicated by the vit-
rified slag and the presence of lime; the south room with storage jars and ash may have been a -
kitchen area.

Excavations in the northeastern corner of the tall revealed an extensive Bronze Age complex of
rooms with walls standing 1.5 meters high. There were two architectural phases within these struc-
tures. The earliest phase includes the walls built on bedrock and contained two blocked doors.
These appear to be dated to the late Middle Bronze or Early Late Bronze Age. The second phase
consisted of more massive, but less meticulously constructed walls that are built on, and cross cut
the earlier phase walls, this phase may be dated to the Late Bronze or even the Early Iron period.

Seven tombs were excavated in the extensively robbed Necropolis. Tomb 158 is a roughly circular
tomb that was recently robbed.

There was one articulated 23-25 year old, male skeleton, associated with an Egyptian scarab.
The tomb produced Middle Bronze and Late Bronze sherds. In addition to fragmentary human
bones, there were 265 objects including toggle pins, carved bone fragments, beads, hairpins, ear-
ring, bracelet, scarabs, Juglets and lamps from both the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. Tomb 161
appears as a very irregular depression, with a complete lamp and a jug. Tomb 165 is a circular
tomb with evidence of recent robbing.

There was numerous small blue faience beads found in a single Locus, along with a Syrian cyl-
inder seal. Tombs 160 and 163 are shallow vertical shaft tombs both a bottom and side burial
chamber fitted with shelves for laying the closing slabs. Tomb 159 is a horizontal chamber tomb
with three roughly cut chambers. The entire front of the tomb had been completely carved off, leav-
ing the tomb opened up to 1.5 m behind the original entrance. The roughly cut chambers are short,
and the presence of sub adult teeth and bones suggest that they had been used for children. There
were two limestone sarcophagi presented. A complete Late Roman lamp was found wedged beside,
and partly under one sarcophagus that had escaped the tomb robbers and provides a date for con-
struction of the tomb.
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Munjazat

Wadi Hishan/Wadi Shu‘ayh
Project Duration: 18/10-25/10/2001
Project Director: Dr. Kay Prag / Council for British Research in the Levant

Hussain al-Jarrah / Department of Antiquities

The Documentary Archaeological Excavation Project in Hisban

A brief visit to the area of Tall lktanii in the south Jordan Valley was made as part of the
Shu‘ayb/ Hisban Project. The principal aims were to relocate some of the small cemeteries (of prob-
able Chalcolithic date), excavated in 1966, to obtain accurate readings and elevations using a GPS
on‘a number of sites previously surveyed and/or excavated, and to assess some aspects of the geo-
morphology of the central Wadi Hisban. This activity was successfully completed and approximate-
ly 24 sites between ash- Shiina al-Janubiyya and Damya were visited. In the process another small
cemetery was located, and a small new site of the late third millenium was recorded

Many small cemeteries exist in the foothills of the southern area of the valley, which are under-
going threat, due to the rapid agricultural development of the area, where bulldozers are recreating
landscapes and tractors are used to deep plough new plots for cereal cultivation. It was noted that
two of the major sites in the area have been substantially damaged during the last year. A large sec-
tion of the east end of Tall Iktan north of wadi Hisban, and the north-west side of Tall Blaybil on
the wadi Shu'ayb have been extensively bulldozed and destroyed.




Al-Balga’ District Munjazat

Tall Safut

Project Duration: 1/7-28/7/2001

Project Directors: Dr. Donald H.Wimmer / Seton Hall University/USA
Sa‘ed al-Hadidi / Department of Antiquities

Excavation at Tall Safut '

Tall Safit is located 10km northwest of ‘Amman and overlooks the vcrdaﬁt and well watered
valley. Excavations at the site started in the year 1982. These dated back Tall Safut to the late Iron
Age, during the floreat of the Ammonite kingdom.

During this 10th season of excavations, middle Bronze Age wares, dated to the 17th century
BC, began to appear in stratigraphic sequence for the first time, as a series of strata from the MB,
LB, Iron I and II periods were uncovered. The stratigraphic link between the two excavated Areas
B and C has not yet been established .

In B4 there seems to be an unbroken sequence from the late Bronze Age to the Iron Age, the
same is not true for Area C, where there is an ample destruction evidence that could refer to local

and less significant event, a storm or an earthquake, or acts of violence, such as an enemy attack or
battle.

Further study in this sector, which is near the summit of the Tall, may show a continuity of set-
tled occupation from the Middle Bronze Age forward. Perhaps, in the Middle Bronze Age, it was
occupied only seasonally, before it became a sedentary population centre. This process bound up
with the origins of the ancient Ammonite kingdom.

Continuity from the Middle Bronze Age might argue against the usual view, which attributes
the origins of the Ammonites to later times.

General view of Tall - Safut excavation
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Munjazat

Ayla
Project Duration: 1/4-31/12 2001
Project Director: Sawsan al-Fakhiry

Reconstruction of the Southern and a Part of the Eastern Walls of Islamic Ayla

The site of medieval ‘Agaba (Ayla) is located 350 km south of ‘Amman, near the modern Jorda-
nian port, and today is a flat sandy field and palm grove. This site served to connect Palestine and
Egypt with the lands along the shores of the Indian Ocean and as far away as China.

Ayla was mentioned by a number of travelers and Arab geographers in the ninth and tenth centu-
ries AD as a main trade hub and as a caravanserai for pilgrims coming from North Africa as well as
Syria and Palestine.

The archaeological excavations by Donald Whitcomb in the years (1986 to 1993) revealed that
the settlement in Ayla began in the Umayyad period and continued through the Abbasid, and Fatim-
id periods. It ended with the Crusaders (12 century AD).

The city is around 145x170m2, and is surrounded by a stonewall with a thickness of 2.6m. This
wall is fortified with towers. The city is crossed with streets and has four entrances.

The current project is a continuation of the restoration works of Ayla's walls in order to protect
the city from destruction caused by the increasingly intense development of the city. During this
project, all the restoration works intended for the walls of Ayla were successfully completed.

The city wall after the restoration
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Al-‘Agqaba District Munjazat

Al-Humayma
Project Duration: 1/6-31/10/2001
Project Director: Sawsan al-Fakhiry

Reconstruction of the Nabataean Water
Reservoir at al-Humayma

Al-Humayma (the old city of Hawra’) is
situated to the north of al-‘Aqaba city, about
75 km to the west of the desert road. Al- =S
Humayma is thought to be the only Nabatae-
an city between Petra and Mada’in Salih. It is
dated to the Nabataean king Haretha the 3rd.
It played an important role due to its strategic
location, on both the old pilgrimage road, and
the trade road, as it was one of the sultanic
road stations, which connects Petra with the Is-
lamic city of Ayla, on the Gulf of al-Aqaba.

In the Roman pEI'iOd, a]-Humayma had a s Thc re'slor:altlc‘:n works at the water reservoir

great importance because of its location on Trajan's road, which connected Busra in Syria with the
Red Sea.

In the Byzantine period,al-Humayma was still an important site in military and trade aspects
alike. It was particularly important in the Islamic period, as it was the location where the Abbasid
reign started and then spread all over the region. It was also one of the several pilgrimage stations
between Damascus and Makka in the Arabien Peninsula.

Excavations conducted by the Department
of Antiquities have uncovered various archi-
tectural remains like hydraulic systems,
churches, and the Abbasid palace. The impor-
tance of this project emerges from the impor- .
tance of the Nabataean hydraulic system. ‘

The Nabataeans used a distinctive system
for providing pilgrims with water, as water
was brought to Humayma through two differ-
ent types of water channels: channels dug in
limestone rocks, and covered with stone =
slabs, and channels containing tubes of clay.
These brought water from ‘Ayn Jammam and §
Sharah. Both channels poured into the water &
reservoir inside al-Humayma city.

Before beginning the reconstruction of the =~ ==f =70 - 45
water reservoir (Birkat), the inner side of the The restoration work'i
water reservoir was excavated with the adjacent water channel. Cleaning the water reservoir of ac-
cumulated soil, and consolidating and rebuilding the damaged parts are the aims of the subsequent

works.
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Al-Karak Castle
Project Duration: 480 working days,
started in 20/10/2001

Project Director: Khalid Tarawnah/
Department of Antiquities

Financed by: Japan Bank for International §
Cooperation

Karak Castle Developing Project

Al-Karak castle is located about 120km
south of ‘Amman. It was built in 1142,
during the Crusader period. The castle was

set upon a narrow, rocky ridge, about The Museum hall
1035m above sea level runing north-south. reTT— —

A huge wall and many towers surrounded = < ST __‘
the castle during the Ayyubid-Mamluk pe- )i' — Y

riod. Some towers were added to the cas- =
tle, like the tower of adh - Dhahar Baybars
bearing an Arabic inscription. The inner =
part of the castle consists of seven floors
containing barrel-vaulted rooms.

The Museum:

- The development project of the Museum

aims to expand its overall size by adding - — i b L g_'l‘l
another hall to the old museum, paving & - 2_’_—’

Sl

its floor, isolating both its ceiling and the 5 e g :

old hall ceiling, besides making new and The entrance fagadc dunno the restoration

more developed display cases for exhibition purposes, with a better lighting system, and installing
sign boards containing maps and explanations about the history of al - Karak city and its castle.

- In addition, a model has been made for the ancient al-Karak city and the castle.
- The project also aims to restore the old museum hall and facade.
The Castle:

The developing project includes building corridors inside the already existed tunnels, inside
halls, different parts of the castle, and also lighting the dark halls and tunnels.

After that, the roof of one of the southwestern towers of the castle will be restored to overlook
the western facade of the castle.
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Al-Karak District Munjazat

As-Safi and Fifa
Project Duration: February-April 2001

Project Director: Dr. Mohammad al-Najjar/Department of Antiquities

Excavations at as Safi and Fifa in the Southeastern Dead Sea Plain

The Early Bronze Age (3500-2000BC) represents a time of fundamental social change in the
Southern Levant, when the first fortified towns and urban centers evolved. The archaeological ex-
cavations conducted on the southeastern Dead Sea Plain since the 1960 have revealed the largest
EBA cemeteries in the Middle East, and yielded thousands of finds related to mortuary practices.
This unique assemblage of material culture provides vital information for accurately reconstructing
these practices, as well as some of the dimensions of the material culture that were linked to signifi-
cant changes in social evolution in that period.

Recent excavations at as-Safi and Fifa (southeastern Ghor) have produced rich and varied mate-
rial on this topic, and therefore offer a unique comparative data set to what we know from Bab adh-
Dhra‘, in terms of tomb architecture, body treatment, and grave goods. The large sample of arti-
facts will help us to understand the life of people as active participants and creators of history, and
reconstruct the EBA communities of ancient Jordan.

This season of excavations were conducted in 50 burials at Fifa, and 35 burials at an -Naq*
(Ghawr as-Safi), uncovering ceramic vessels. Burials were built of stone (3-4 course high), measur-
ing in length about 160m, though some reached about 3m, with an average width of about 70cm,
and 1m deep, all covered with 3-5 stone slabs.

In most of the burials, bones were moved to another corner of the burials.

s
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Munjazat

Rihah

Period of Project :1/1-31/12/2001

Project Director: Abd al-Qader al-Hesan/Department of Antiquities
The 2001 Achievements in Rihab

Rihab is located about 12 km to the west of al-Mafraq , on the road linking al-Mafraq with Ja-
rash. It lies about 915m above sea level. Archaeological remains from the area of the site go back to

the upper Palaeolithic, and there has been a continuous occupation from the Chalcolithic period up
to the present.

During 2001, several structures and tombs were revealed dating to different periods of occupa-
tion, these were as follows:

- A church, dated to the Byzantine period 611 AD, was discovered on the top of tall Rehayaba. An
inscription was found on the upper lintel of the door.

- An Umayyad church was discovered dating to the beginning of the reign of Khalif Mu'awiyah 663
AD. This basilica church was dedicated to the martyr St. Phahlimus. It contains mosaic floors
with geometric patterns.

- A church dated to 637 AD was discovered. It contained Greek and Syriac writings, with mosaic
patterns similar to that of St. Mina church dated to 534 AD.

- An Umayyad palace in the middle of the town was discovered, where domestic utensils made
from plaster were found. This is a unique discovery.

- A Roman house in the south of the town was discovered. It contains a main open courtyard sur-
rounded with rooms. Inside the house a kiln was discovered.

- The ancient town wall, which is dated to the Bronze and Iron ages, was found.
- A number of tombs dated to Bronze age were located.

In addition to the discoveries mentioned above, some restoration and excavation works were
done in St. George’s church which is dated to 230 AD.

.‘.’-‘g.- - .
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St. George’s church (230 AD )
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Al-Mafraq District Munjazat

Umm al-Jimal
Project Duration: 6 April- 30 June 2001

Project Director: Naser Khasawneh/ De-
partment of Antiquities

Conservation & Preservation of Umm al
- Jimal
Umm al-Jimal is situated about 15 km to

the east of al-Mafraq town, at the main road
connecting Baghdad city with al-Mafraq.

In the 2001 season, the excavations and
conservation works were started in the
northerneast side of the city wall, from the
Commodorious gate to the eastern end, in
order to connect this gate with the eastern
and western parts of the city wall by re-
moving fill soil and fallen stones which
were accumulated against the wall. Some
parts of the wall foundations, which had
collapsed due to natural causes were con- PE®
solidated before the conservation of the =
wall which began in the northern tower of =
the Commodorious gate.

sides of the eastern wall. The excavation in- < =
side the room uncovered large amount of
pottery sherds. The northern courtyard between the city wall and the main street extending through
Umm al -Jimal was also cleaned before excavating the Nabataean temple area.

A T O e R R
The city wall after the restoration

Six squares 3x3m were dug in the temple area, for which a horizontal plan was drawn up, then
the outer courtyard of the temple was cleaned from soil and stones which had accumulated from the
collapsed parts of the building walls, a Greek inscription was uncovered. Which could indicate that
the temple was a memorial building.
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Az-Zarga’ District Munjazat

Khirhat ar-Rusayfa
Project Duration: 10 /4-20/ 7/2001
Project Director: Romel Ghareeb/ Department of Antiquities

Khirbat ar-Rusayfa Archaeological Excavation

Khirbat ar-Rusayfa is located 15 km northwest of ‘Amman. Previous excavations had revealed
architectural remains, dating to the Middle Bronze Age (MBIIc). It was previously thought that the
major settlements in this site date to the Roman and Byzantine periods, despite the apparent Bronze
Age pottery sherds, but in the fourth season of excavations, the 2001 season, intensive digging
proved that the settlement at the site goes back to the Early Bronze Age, and up to the Byzantine
and early Islamic periods.

Excavations in this season uncovered a number of architectural features dating to different peri-
ods. The most noticeable feature is a well preserved brick wall that appears in the southern part of
area "B". It is about 3.2m long, and consists of 15 courses, covered with plaster.

It seems that this wall was built in the (MBIIc) period, based on the pottery assemblage of brok-
en storage jars vessels found on the surface of the mud floor, where the wall had collapsed, which
in turn led to the breakage of these pottery vessels.

This mud floor is connected to the inner side of the southerneast corner formed by the meeting at
aright angle of two walls constructed of small limestone boulders (25-35cm). In area "C", a Middle
Bronze Age deep bowl was found, in addition to a small jar which contained the skeleton of a new
born baby. One of the important finds made during this season of excavations was a water reservoir
measuring 2.6m in diameter, and 3.5m in depth. Its inner side was covered with three layers of plas-
ter, which indicates a multi-period usage of the reservoir. A substantial quantity of pottery sherds
was discovered inside this water reservoir, most of which are dated to the Iron Age and to the Helle-
nistic period, while some are dated to the Roman Period. One of the sherds has Greek writing on it,
mentioning the name of a person (Burkaios).

The water system in Khirbat ar-Rusayfa is composed of the previously discovered cistern, 10m in
depth, and the water reservoir. The cistern was dug to this depth in order to reach the underground
water level, and then store it in the water reservoir.

|
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The Temple of Zeus:

The temple of Zeus, one of the most inter-

esting monuments from the Late Hellenis- |
tic- Roman periods, is situated in the south- !
ern sector of Jarash. It is prominently -
positioned on a promontory and reached by

broad stairways supported on barrel-vaults.

Corinthian columns, of which three had
been reconstructed in 1978, surround the
temple.

The most important works that were carried

out in 2001 in cooperation between the il

DOA and IFAPO, are as follows: -

1- Restoration of sections of the western
facade.

2- Restoration of the southeastern corne .

3-Restoration of the western and southern
sides of the platform on which the temple
stands, along with restoration of the cor-
nice. (pl.14).

The restoration works carried out in cooper-

ation with the Louvre Museum for the reha- :
bilitation of the subterranean vault and its |

eventual re-use for the display of the late
Hellenistic carved stucco fragments can be
summarized as follows:-

1- Removal of debris from the western side
and opening the windows that pierce the
walls.

2- Installation of wooden window frames.
3- Consolidation of the interior of the vault.

4- Supply electricity to the vaulted hall.

5- Consolidation of the limestone blocks
and restoration of the attached fragments |

of the carved stucco which will be dis-
played in the vaulted hall.

This was implemented by specialized con-
servators.
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The Hippodrome:

This unique monument is lo-
cated outside and to the south of
the ancient city walls, and to the
west of Hadrian's Arch. It was
built in the second half of the
2nd century AD. However, its
function as a horse race course
was only for a short period, and
by the early 4th century, the
Hippodrome was transformed
into an industrial complex, pro-
ducing, among other things pot-
tery vessels. Some of the rows
of seats rested on sub-vaulted
rooms which were used as
store-rooms and for stabling
horses.

The following restoration works
have so far been completed:

1-Restoration of the vaulted
rooms which supported the
rows of seats on the eastern
side

2- Restoration of the Western
Wall, 150m long and three
courses high (1.80m)

3- Restoration of the northern
extension of the western in-
ner facade to a height of
2.50m consisting of five
courses.

It 1s hoped that the restora-
tion of the Hippodrome will
continue in order to restore it to
its original function, and en-
courage horse chariot races.

The vaulted rooms after restoration

- ‘st..ﬁb«dw:
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The western wall after restoration
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Jarash (Ancient City)

Project Duration:1/1-31/12/200; 2001-2002 [

Project Director: Abd Al- Majeed Mjali/ |
Department of Antiquities

The Achievements of Jarash Restoration
and Excavation Project

Hadrian's Arch:

Hadrian's Arch was built in 129 -130 AD
to commemorate the Emperor's visit to Ja-
rash according to an inscription found inside
the site. Its plan consists of three arched en-
trances: the central one being wider and
higher than the side ones. As the parking
area has been moved to the west of Hadrian's
Arch, this monument became a main entry
point for visitors. The DOA therefore
deemed it necessary to launch new restora-
tion works.

In 1962, the DOA had, in cooperation
with the Engineering Corps of the Jordanian
army, restored the eastern section of the
monument. However, due to the lack of a
sufficient number of the original stones, the
restoration work was erroneous in many re-
spects. Since 2001, the DOA has embarked £-.
on further work with the aim of correcting f
earlier conservation faults and reconstructing #
both facades, especially since additional |
original stones had been recovered in the ¢
course of clearance works and removal of
recent retaining walls.

The following restoration works have so
far been completed:-

1-The northern facade of the western section

2- The restoration of the southern facade of
the same section and removing the earlier
restoration carried out in 1962.

3- The restoration of the northern fagade of
the eastern section.

The southern facade after restoration
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Umm as-Surah
Project Duration : 01 /10 - 31 12/2001

Project Directors: Naser Khasawneh, Jameel Ulayan, Ali al- Uwesi/Department of Antiquities

Excavations, Maintenance and Renovation Project

Umm as Surab is situated about 22km northeast of al-Mafraq, and about 12km northwest of umm
al-Jimal, on the ancient Roman road connecting Adroat "Dar'a" in Syria and al-<Agaba.

Based on the survey results, we were able to distinguish the features of the city, built with ba-
salt stones. It is comprises of five main sets of buildings, in addition to three rock-cut cisterns used
to supply the areas of the city with water. It appears that the habitation in Umm as-Surab, like the
other Horan cities, expanded from the Nabataean and Roman periods to the Byzantine periods.

Umm as-Surab city contains three sig-
nificant churches dated to the Byzantine
period. The first one is Surjus and Bak-
hous church, which was built in 489 AD.
This date is mentioned in an inscription |
found inside the church. The second one is
the western church. The third one is the g
northern church, which is situated north- %
west of Surjus and Bakhous church. It ap-
pears that the three churches in Umm as- =
Surab were of religious importance during }
Byzantine period.

Umm as-Surab was inhabited in the Ot-
toman era, and was subject to damage and _-~ .~ "~ e o P o S SR L ot
disturbance during the First World War, ~ General view of S:Jrgus&Bakhous; church
and especially after the Musayfra revolution
in 1925, when it was attacked by military
planes.

i

Ao

The Umm as-Surab project aims to clear
the Sairjus and Bakhous church from soil
and fallen stones, and clean the walls of the
church to prepare it for conservation.

The most important achievements were
as follows:

1. Cleaning the site from the fallen stones
accumulated inside the church.

2. Reaching the floor of the rooms and the
yard of the church, which were covered
with rammed dirt and plaster. :

3. An integrated plan was drawn up for the
church and the surrounding buildings.

4. Excavation at the east part of the church
revealed a Roman settlement at the site.

5. Further excavation should be concluded
in the coming seasons of excavations.

The main entrance of the church

31




Al-Mafraq District Munjazat

Dayr Warag
Project Duration: 10/9-10/11/2001
Project Directors: Dr. Khalid abu -Ghanimah /Yarmouk University
Nabeel al-Qadi/Yormouk University
Jameel ‘Alyan /Department of Antiquities

Excavation at Dayr Waraq

Dayr Waraq is located 15 km west of al-Mafraq, and 3.5 km to the south of tall Khanasiri, at an
altitude of 800m above sea level. The site was first discovered during the joint archaeological sur-
vey between the Institute of Archaeology and the German Archaeological Institute in cooperation
with the Department of Antiquities, under the supervision of Dr. Fawwaz Al-Khreishah and Dr. Ri-
cardo Eichmann in 1999. The team continued its excavation at the site by digging eight 5x5m
squares in different areas of the site. During the excavation many litchic and basalt remains were
collected, and some mud floors were uncovered, which had been used as a flint knapping site. Only
one line of semi circular stones was uncovered on the natural rock in the western side of the site.

During the excavation, a large assemblage of flint was found between the layers, such as two ar-
rowheads and basalt grindstones which may be dated to the Pre-pottery Neolithic "A" period. Some
30 parts of grindstones were also collected from the surface and two other arrowheads, one of
them is an El-Khiam projectile point, which is the most diagnostic tool from the Pre-Pottery Neo-
lithic "A" Period. The El-Khiam projectile point indicates that Dayr Waraq may have been occu-
pied during the Pre-pottery Neolithic "A" period. The initial study of the flint and other remains
also indicates the possibility of occupation during the Neolithic time. The absence of architectural
elements and the presence of many grinding tools could indicate that the site was used seasonally
as a campsite during a hunting season. The presence of hand axes scattered on the rock surface in-
dicates that the site may have been occupied in the Paleolithic Period.
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Khirhat Sir
Poject Duration : 19-31/8/2001

Project Director : Dr. Ismail Melhem * i 54 ‘?’17;;7?1‘% ’.5:;’# P Vs SR

Conservation project of the cave of ,,:;‘E;:ﬁ i

Khirbat Sir / Bayt °Idis.

The Khirbat Sir cave is located to |
the west of the village of Bayt °Idis
,about 36km southwest of Irbid. At -
this site, the excavations revealed the ||
facilities of an olive press inside a ¥
cave, about 17m long, which was in
use during the Roman and Byzantine
periods. Outside the cave the facilities _ : :
of a wine press were also discovered, - ¥
as well as two single graves contempo- @i . Ly

raneous to the olive press. e s et mae

Restoration works were conducted inside the cave in order to treat the cracks, and to rebuild the
olive press that had been found scattered, as it had ceased to operate at the end of the Byzantine pe-
riod and was converted into a storage facility. Jesus Christ is believed to have visited this cave in
about 29AD, accompanied by a number of his disciples and followers.
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humans, and animals). A Latin inscription was found inside the stone canal, and is dated back to the
end of the second century, or the first quarter of the third century AD.

Bath Area:

The first excavation season in this area began in 2001. The area covers about 2500m2. This com-
plex is known as (al Qasgir), which means the palace, but it may be a Roman bath. The building is a
( T) shape, built of big basalt and limestone boulders.

The complex was destroyed in a major earthquake that took place in the middle of the 8th century
AD. Five fallen Ionic columns were found in front of the main facade.

The complex is divided into three units: unit one where digging was completed is about 20x20m,
the inside walls are covered with a fine plaster, and the floor is paved with a big (1x2m) piece of
fine marble. Many Islamic objects of pottery, metals, and coins were found in the loci of this unit,
which indicates the reuse of the complex during the Umayyad period.

The Decumanus:

The first season of excavations in the Decumanus was in 1999. In the 2000 season of excavations
all the pavement of the street, especially the parts between the Tabariyya gate and the monumental
gate, the basalt pavement and the side-walks of the street were uncovered in addition to the struc-
tures built above the colonnaded street which are dated to the later Islamic period (Ayyubid- Mam-
luk).

The project is still in progress to discover more and more of the ruins of the ancient civilizations
in the area: Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Umayyad, Ayyubid-Mamluk, and Ottoman.

Pottery objects
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Umm Qays T e 'QE&I,
Project Duration: 1/3-31/12/2001 :

Project Director: Deya’ al-Tawalbeh
‘Emad E ‘baydat
Ali Al-*Uwaysi / De-
partment of Antiqui-
ties

Excavations at Umm Qays

Umm Qays is situated on a broad :.
promontory about 378m above sea lev-
el. It was formerly known as Gadara,
one of the ancient Greco-Roman cities
of the Decapolis.

In ancient times, Gadara was strategi-
cally situated on a number of key trad-
ing routes connecting Syria and Pales-
tine with each other.

Archaeological surveys indicate that
Gadara was occupied as early as the
7th century BC. The-Greek historian :
(Polybius) described the region as be-
ing under Ptolemic control at that time.
The Seleucid ruler (Antiochus III) con-
quered the city, which stayed under the
Seleucid occupation until 63 BC, when
it was liberated by Pompeii, who
joined it to the Roman league of ten

cities (the Decapolis). rﬁ il
o Y gl

Chrlstlamty spread SIOWIY among The Nymphaeum after the excavation

the inhabitants of Gadara, starting
from the 4th century until 636AD when Muslims conquered it as a result of the Muslim victory at
the battle of Yarmouk.

The Nymphaeum:

The Nymphaeum, a fountain with niches and basins, is located near the intersection of the two
main colonnaded streets, the Cardo and the Decumanus. The sacred pool is believed to have been
dedicated to the ancient water goddess, initially constructed of basalt stone. The Nymphaeum was
decorated with marble statuettes.

The fagade consists of a row of niches built of hard basalt stones. Two basins beside the Nym-
phaeum supplied the building with water through the canals above the cornice of the niches.

Many pieces of decorated marble were found in the Nymphaeum (cornice, columns, capitals
and bases) with an elaborated style of decoration consisting of different kinds of decoration (plants,

27




Munjazat
Bayt Ras
Project Duration 1/4-12/2001

Project Director: Salameh Fayyad/ Department
of Antiquities

Excavation at Bayt Ras

Bayt Ras (Capitolias) is located about 5 km k ‘,;‘
to the north of Irbid city, on the road connect-
ing Irbid with Umm Qays. It lies on a small
hill about 550m above sea level.

The 2001 season excavations were concen- -
trated on the northern side of Bayt Ras. In this &
season, axcavation was a continuation of the %
2000 works, which aimed to expose parts of =
the city wall of Capitolias.

In the 2000 season, two walls had been un- SR
covered. The first one extends from the north J
to the south, while the second extends from the
east to the west, with a width of nearly 28m
each. The two walls are separated by a square
tower of 3x3m forming the northern east cor-
ner of the theatre. These walls were previously
thought to be parts of the old city wall.

At the beginning of the 2001 season, dig-
ging was concentrated at the eastern wall,
which extends from north to the south. Conse-
quently, a large part of this wall was uncov-
ered. The wall curves at its southern end to the
west, forming a semicircular shape. A number
of vaults built against the eastern wall were s o R L T
also uncovered. Two parts of the city wall The western part of the theater
were uncovered. The first one is dated to the late Roman period, while the second one is dated to
the Byzantine period. Some of the theatre seats were used in building the wall. From these finds,
the discovery of many of the theatre seats in the fill of the layers, as well as the construction tech-
niques, we can conclude that this building is one of Capitolias old theatres.

The second part of excavation concentrated on some squares agéinst the northern wall, which ex-
tends from east to west where a square tower was uncovered in the western area, in addition to a
part of the old city walls with a thickness of about 2.8m. The excavations uncovered parts of this
northern wall, which is supposed to be the backstage wall of the theatre. The two stages of construc-
tion, first of the wall of the backstage, and secondly of the outer side which is a part of the city wall
are clear. We can therefore determine that the theatre is earlier than the city wall.

26




Munjazat

Judayta
Project Duration: 1-30 /10/2001

Project Director : Dr. Ismail Melhem/Department of Antiquities.
Restoring and Cleaning Wadi ar-Rayyan Water Mills/Judayta

Wadi ar-Rayyan is located to the south of Judayta village. Preservation and restoration works
were conducted on three water mills dated to the late sixteenth century AD, which were in use till
the middle of the twentieth century. Each mill consisted of four parts: a canal, tower, grinding com-
partment, and a wheel compartment. The water falling through the canal into the tower makes the
wings of the wheel move, which turn the cogwheels, operating the millstone to grind wheat and oth-
er seeds.

These mills have their local names: ‘Audeh Mill, Nsair Mill and Hussein Mill. They were used to
serve Judayta and its neighbouring towns. Through partial restoration, the walls of the mill have
been reinforced, and some destroyed parts were rebuilt. In addition, debris and grass were cleared.
The site still needs further restoration .

*Auda Mill / wadi ar-Rayyan
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Khillit ‘1sa

Project Duration: 1/9-25/10/2001

Project Director: Dr. Ismail Melhem /Department of Antiquities.
Conservation Project of Khillit ‘Isa Church/Bayt ’Idis

Khillit ‘isa is located to the west of Bayt 7Idis. The Department of Antiquities conducted its sec-
ond season of excavation and restoration works at this site. The excavation works were expanded to
uncover the landmarks of the monastery and the church dated to the seventh century AD, and un-
earth more rooms and a paved courtyard. The floors of some rooms are paved with colorful mosa-
ics. On the mosaic of the front portico of the church, two Greek inscriptions were uncovered, adja-
cent to two ground burials, most probably for the monks of the church.

Restoration works were concentrated on the walls of the church and the monastery, beside re-
building the demolished parts of the church, including the apse. The Department of Antiquities will
continue excavations at the site because of its importance, and the possibility that it is associated
with the cave visited by Jesus Christ and a group of his disciples and followers.
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Part of the mosaic floor / khillit “isa
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Khirbat an-Nawafla

Project Duration: 18/2-15/4/2001

Project Directors: Samya al-Falahat /Muhammad al-Salamin/Fawzi al-
Nu‘eimat ;'Debartment of Antiquities.

Excavation, Preservation and Restoration of the Nabataean Bridge

Remains of a Nabataean Bridge have been preserved in the southern part of Khirbat an-Nawafla,
northeast of Wadi Musa village. The bridge was built across a wadi known as Wadi Khalil al-
Mudar, a location that exposes the bridge to floods that might destroy it. A new threat comes from a
wastewater line that will run through the site.

This bridge is considered to be an important monument, as it is the only example of Nabataean
bridge architecture surviving outside ancient Petra. A team from the Petra archaeological office
started excavations in the site to uncover the rest of the remains of the bridge and to document it
before starting preservation and restoration.

The excavations revealed two walls in a good state of preservation. The first one is in the south-
ern part of the site and consists of six courses and three rows of large stones. The second one is a
facing wall in the south consisting of two courses and three rows. Small and medium sized stones
were used for filling gaps as well as cement mixed with tiny pottery sherds and pebbles to obtain a
stronger hold, and to give more support and strengthen the walls.

The working team recommended that the site be restored and preserved and an agreement was
signed with the Wadi Masa Water Supply and Wastewater Project during the executive process to
keep a buffer zone around the foundations of the bridge walls.

The Nabataean Bridge

23




Ma ‘an District Munjazat

Khirhat al-Mu‘allaq
Project Duration: 1/8-13/10/2001
Project Director: Samya al-Falahat/Department of Antiquities.

Excavation in Khirbat al- Mu‘allaq

Khirbat al-Mu'allaq is located 4 km to the south of Wadi Misa. It is historically and archaeologi-
cally an important site dated to Iron II (Edomite) and to the late Islamic period.

It was first visited by Musil in 1898. Glueck, who explored Khirbat al-Mu“allaq in 1934, de-
scribed the site as an extensive ruined place. In 1992, the site was surveyed and excavated by M.
Lindner. The 2001season of excavation at the site started on 15t Aug, and lasted for three months.
During this period, some squares were opened and joined together to provide an overall picture of
the site.

At the end of the season two phases had been recognized. The early one is an Edomite architectu-
ral period consisting of wall remains jointed together to form a part of a house located at the north-
ern part of the site. Fragments of storage jars, cooking pots and stone seals were found in one of the
rooms, which may have been a kitchen. The second phase is the late Islamic period. This consists
of seven rooms at the northern part of the site connected with four rooms at the eastern part forming
part of a fort.
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The Excavation area
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Sultan al-Nasser Salah ad-Din of Aleppo purchased the castle between AD 1250-1260 and had
the northwestern tower restored. Having defeated the Mongols, Sultan Baibars rebuilt the southeast-
ern tower in AD 1262-63.

In the Ottoman period, the castle was in the hands of the Barakat Clan. Burckhardt, who visited
the fortress in 1812, was not allowed to enter, unless he produced a permit from the governor of Da-
mascus.

Two major earthquakes struck the castle in 1917 and 1927. The Department of Antiquities started
the restoration works in the mid-fifties, and a major project has been undertaken since 1991.

In 2001 the restoration project includes:
1-The area of Suq al- ‘Abid in the south vaults.
2- The two halls of the future museum, which will be cleared of dumped material and fallen stones.
3- The maintenance of the electrical system inside the vaults and the halls.

4- The restoration of the cisterns inside the Citadel.

5- The repaving of some of the citadel halls with stone flags instead of the cement, which had been
laid in previous years.

The restoration of suq al - “Abid in the south vaults
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‘Ajltin Castle

Project Duration: 1/1-31/12/2001

Project Director: Mohammad al-Balawneh and Yunes al-Momani/Department of Antiquities
Restoration and Conservation of ‘Ajlun Castle

In 1185, Sultan Salah ad-Din ordered ‘Izz ad-Din Usama, his nephew and one of his best gener-
als, to build ‘Ajlon Castle. He selected the naturally fortified hill of Jabal Bani ‘Awf, at 1,100 m
above sea level. '

The site is protected by wadi Kufranja in the south and wadi Rajib in the north, both of which
provide access to the Jordan valley. It is one of the best examples of Islamic military architecture.

The main objectives of Salah ad-Din were to maintain the communications between Damascus
and Cairo, and to control the expansion of the Crusaders who had built the Castle of Belvoir (Kaw-
kab al-Hawa) on the opposite side of the valley. A more urgent purpose was to extract iron from the
mountains of ‘Ajlan to produce weapons.

The first Castle built by 'Izz ad-Din Usama was a small one consisting of four corner towers with
a central courtyard and several cisterns. According to Ibn Shaddad it was built on the remains of a

Byzantine monastery. A chapel was uncovered inside the citadel and another one in the southeast
fosse.

After the battle of Hittin in 1187, Aybak Bin Abdullah enlarged the castle by adding the major

~ dome of al-Malik al-‘Adil in 1214-15 AD.
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Al-Badiyya

Project Duration: 26 /8 -18 /9/ 2001

Project Directors: Dr. Muhammad Hatamleh/ Yarmouk University
Muhammad al-Balawneh/ Department of Antiquities

Excavation in al-Badiyya

Al-Badiyya is situated 15 km southwest of ‘Ajlin town, about 3 km southeast of Kufranja vil-
lage, at an altitude of 900 m above sea level. Wadi al-Kafrayn to the north, and Wadi Rajib to the
south surround the site. It is irrigated by a nearby spring. Al-Badiyya is also surrounded by a num-

ber of archaeological sites, such as Magharit al-Warda, and Jarash, which is located about 20 km to
the west of al-Badiyya. Previous interest in the site includes the surveys conducted by Mittmann
1970, and by Yarmouk University in cooperation with Department of Antiquities of Jordan in 1998,
when a number of cemeteries were registered.

In 1999, excavations uncovered a mosque dated to the Umayyad period. The aim of the 2001
season excavations was to uncover the earliest layers of settlement which was dated to the Hellenis-
tic period, followed by Roman, Byzantine, and finally the Islamic period. In the 2001 season, the
excavation works were concentrated in area "D" in order to reveal more evidence that may help full
interpretation of the architectural remains. Furthermore, seven squares at different locations of the
site were opened, from which a large number of various archaeological remains were unearthed.
Six new rooms inside the large building were uncovered. The different building techniques applied
in the construction of four of these rooms indicate that they were added at a later period, most prob-
ably the Mamluk period. The walls of the rooms were directly built on the bedrock; their height is
about 3 m. The outer face of the walls was constructed of dressed limestone, while the interior was
constructed of undressed stone covered with lime plaster. The floors of the rooms were constructed
of compacted roughly shaped small stones, and covered with a thick layer of plaster. Outlets for wa-
ter drainage were found at the intersection of the walls and the floor.

The entrances measure 60-100 cm in width, and have been paved with flat stones to the level of

the threshold stones that in most cases have holes representing the door sockets.

In this season two underlying caves were unearthed. The first one, which is located under one of
the rooms in the southern side of the site, was cut in a circular shape, and has a stone column inside.
A typical Ayyubid-Mamluk pottery jar was found in this cave. The second cave, which is also of
circular shape with a niche, has a high concentration of Byzantine pottery.

The excavation works completed so far at al-Badiyya archaeological site only reveal a small por-

tion of what is expected from this important large site.

More excavations are planned in order to collect more archaeological materials to help in the re-
construction of the culture of the people who occupied the site.
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- Rebuilding the staircase, which connects the external court and the west path of the church. The
stairs are 22.5m long and there are 5 steps.

- Paving the newly discovered court, which measure 30m long and 3.50m wide

- Reinforcing the wall which encloses the small church to protect it from decay due to the differ-
ence in height.

Excavations of this season produced the following important results:

. The discovery of a second church at the site, which enhances the historical, monumental, and re-
ligious importance of the site.

. The discovery of the main stairs, which lead to the church. This has changed the previous con-
cept regarding the position of the stairs to the church.

3. The discovery of a large court that surrounded the external courtyard of the church.

. The discovery of a cemetery in one of the rooms of the small church, which contains five graves,
a cross, and a child skeleton.

. The discovery of some rooms to the south of the big church. These added buildings were built
over the mosaic of the church. An inscription was found in one of the rooms.

. A second tomb near the big church was discovered in (Area C), consisting of 2 burial rooms. The
first one contains three graves, and the second one contains a burial in a natural cave, which has
five big graves. A staircase of nine steps lead to this tomb.

Capitals, discovered in 2001
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Tall Mar-Ilyas
Project Duration: 1/1 - 13/12/2001

Project Directors: Muhamad Al -Balawneh & Salameh Fayyad / Department of Antiquities
Conservation and Preservation of Tall Mar-Ilyas

The Department of Antiquities gave special attention to this project as it represents a holy site re-
lated to the village where Prophet Ilyas was born.

According to religious and historical references, Prophet Elias was born in the village of Tishibi,
which is known now as Listib. It is about 15 km northwest of ‘Ajlin. The followers of Christianity

in the sixth Century built a big church over the hill, which was dedicated to the honor of Prophet
Ilyas. '

The site is considered by the Vatican as one of the five Christian pilgrimage sites in Jordan. The
Department of Antiquities of Jordan started work at the site in the summer of 1999; the excavation
has uncovered the church, which was built in the sixth century, and exposed its colorful mosaic and
an inscription showing the date of the paving of the church.

The aim of this Project is to continue the excavations, and to conserve and preserve some parts of
Tall Mar - Ilyas church site, as well as to create job opportunities for the local community.

Works during this season included the following:
- Continuing the excavation in the church especially in areas (C, E, F).
- Conserving and preserving the discovered walls and mosaic floors.

- Conserving one of the wells in the main courtyard.

General view of the site
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trading basins, treading floor with the remainder of a mechanical pressing systems installation, and
sedimentary and collecting vats. The floors of the different elements of the presses were construct-
ed with white mosaic, and the interior of their walls which were built by dressed stones were fur-
nished with plaster.

Considering the architectural elements, the technological evidence of pressing, and the date of
the pottery excavated in the winepresses, the suggested date to the southern press is to the 2nd cen-
tury AD. Meanwhile, the northern press dates to the Byzantine period. In addition, part of the
northern winepress was continued to be used during the Umayyad period.

In the same area, a grain mill was discovered, it consists of a grinding stone and a core made
of basalt, and a limestone basin to collect ground flour.

The preliminary study of the pottery and coins from various layers date to Byzantine-Umayyad
piriods.

The residential area

In area D, a residential unit was revealed. It measures approx 27x20m. The main entrance of the
unit is at the south side, its width measures approx. 1m. The walls of the building are constructed
from dressed stones, their foundations are built on the bed-rock, their width about 1m. This residen-
tal unit consists of 11 rooms, two caves and a courtyard with a cistern and taboun. There are two
types of rooms, they either measures 5x5m. or 11x5m. Two types of internal arches were used in
the construction of their ceiling. The pottery including lamps, coins and other finds which were ex-
cavated in the area’s stratigraphy, date the foundation of the residential complex to the Late Ro-
man period. It was continued to be used during the Byzantine period. The destruction of the build-
ing was heavy, which date to the end of the Umayyed period AD.

Early Islamic settlement area E

In area E, on the west side of the site, an Umayyad- Abbasid stratigraphy and architecture were
excavated. The result of the 748 AD earthquake is illustrated in this area by the collapsed vaulted
arches and by the irregularity of the paved floor which are dated to the Umayyad period. Later than
the earthquacke, the collapsed arches were reinforced and strengthened, and (dividing) walls were
also added. In addition, a layer of compact clay (hawar) was furnished on the top of the irregular
pavement in order to make it level.

Distinguished types of pottery were associated with the above mentioned stratigraphy and ar-
chitecture. For example, pottery oil lamps decorated with grapes and vine leaves or with birds look-
ing backward are common. In addition , red painting or creamy slip and cut ware decoration of Ab-
basid period were found. Therefore, it can be suggested that the Umayyad buildings which were
destructed by the 748 AD earthquake were restored and inhabited during the Abbasid period..

In conclusion, Khirbat Yajiz was founded during Late Roman period on the main road between
‘Amman (Philadelphia) and Jarash (Geraza). Two milestones discovered in the area date from the
2nd century AD suggesting that the town served as a major way station on the principal Roman
road north from ‘Amman, the was continued to flourish during the Byzantine and the Umayyad pe-
riods. Inspite of the destruction caused by the 748 AD earthquake, evidence of occupation during
the Abbasid period is presented. |
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(*Amman) in 502/503 AD. If Theiodosius is the same bishop mentioned in the chapel of Yajuz, it
means that the chapel was founded in 508 AD which is the second indication year (Pompeian Era),
mentioned in the last line of the Yajuz inscription.

Above the floor of the chapel, a 15 centimeters-thick layer of ash with sherds of pottery were ex-
cavated, perhaps from the building destruction during the 748 AD. earthquacke.

In the same area (B), an intact cemetery was also discovered beneath the chapel. It was entered
via steps and a carved vaulted courtyard. The cemetery was cut into local limestone, and, two type
of burial systems were used. The first burial system consisted of three chambers (B,C and D), with
loculi. The second type of burial system was a constructed grave. Six such graves (A1-A6) were
constructed of well-dressed limestone, covered with dressed stone slabs.

Skeletal remains which include 132 crania were excavated in the different loculi and constructed
graves. In addition, various types of artifacts were retrieved, including 27 pottery candlesticks, 22
oil lamps, 10 glass vessels, bracelets, rings, earings, anklets, buttons, nails, colored beads and other
miscellaneous small objects. ;

The pottery assemblage from the cemetery, include candlesticks, oil lamps and other types of
pottery vessels, which were common between the 6 th -7 th centuries AD.

The glass objects include five jars, two flasks, a fish-shaped vessel and two miniature jugs. The
vessels were either free-blown or blown in a mould, except for the miniature jugs which were made:
by core-winding. The fish-shaped vessel is an important religious symbol during the early christi-
tian period. The Greek word for fish stands for the translated meaning in English: "Jesus Christ, Son
of God, Saviour". '

As mentioned above, the chapel has a foundation date of 508 AD, and is built on top of the ce-
metery. It is clear that the chapel was founded at later time than the cemetery

The Winepresses

In area C, two adjacent winepresses were retrieved , each consisting of the following: storage and

The north and south winepresses in area ¢
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Khirhat Yajuz
Period Duration: 1995-2001
Director: Dr.Lutfi Khalil /University of Jordan
Ahmad al Momany - Department of Antiquities
Khirbat Yajuz Excavations

The site is located 11km north of ‘Amman , and it occupies an entire hillside. It was first men-
tioned by travellers such as, S. Merrill (1883), C.R. Conder (1889), C. McCown (1930), and N.
Glueck (1939). In 1972, H. Thompson excavated a Roman tomb in the nearby area of the site. Dur-
ing 1994, a rescue team from the Department of Antiquities excavated a large basilica church with
mosaic floor, measuring ( 28%X17m). It comprises a central hall with two side aisles ending in an
apse at the east side, and several adjacent rooms.

Seven seasons of excavations (1995-2001) were conducted by the Department of Antiquities and
the University of Jordan, headed by D. Lutfi Khalil. Many important discoveries were revealed at
the different areas of the site (Areas A-E) as follows:

The Chapel and cemetery :

The chapel consists of an apse with a colored mosaic floor, an altar located in the middle of the
apse, a chancel screen and a main hall which measures 15x10m. In addition, five rooms adjoin the
chapel; one room which is located at the western end of the chapel, has a colored mosaic floor with
a geometric pattern and eight lines of Greek inscription.

The inscription mentions the "martyrs" Theodore and Kiriakos, and says that the chapel was
built at the time of bishop Theodosius. A similar dedication was discovered at a church in Yadada,
south of ‘Amman, which also mentions a bishop Theiodosius, known to be the bishop of Philadel-
phia '

The chapel in area B
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indicating the last phase of its usage. Excavation outside the structure to the south revealed several
rock-cut basins of various shapes and sizes as well as channels; one channel extended northwards,
cut through the south wall of the structure and led to the cistern. The most likely purpose of the ba-
sins is for grape pressing; the juice of the pressed grapes being channeled to the cistern and then, af-
ter fermentation, poured into jars which were placed on stone shelves. In other words, the square
structure and adjacent basins were used for the production and storage of wine. In the southeastern
corner of the structure was a stairway of eight steps, which led to the roof. This stairway seems
however to be a later addition.

The most remarkable feature of this structure, and what gives it a special significance, is the
doorway, which opens in the eastern wall. This doorway has a stone, disc-shaped door (1.48m in
diam, 0.20m thick), which could be rolled back and forth to close and open the doorway. Two such
rolling doors are known from Hisban, but these belong to tombs. Could it be that our rolliﬁg door
came from a nearby cemetery and was re-used in the excavated structure? Or was it shaped specifi-
cally for the square structure? Whatever the answer might be, this rolling door remains the only one
known in Jordan, from a context other than a tomb.

ALLAER R S b aRbabanibbagig,

The doorway in the eastern wall, which has a stone disc-shaped door
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Umm ar-Rasas

Project Duration 10/5 -10/7 / 2001

Project Director: Sabal ez- Zaben /Department of Antiquities
Excavation at Umm ar- Rasas, the Rolling Stone Structure

Umm ar- Rasas, ancient Mayfa'a, is located 30km southeast of Madaba. The extensive ruins of
the site consist of two main components: a castrum (158x139m) built of large, roughly shaped
stones, and an open quarter to the north of about the same size of the castrum. About 1.5km to the
NW stands a square tower, ca. 15m high, apparently a stylite's tower. Scattered around the tower
are some architectural features, e.g. a chapel that has been consolidated recently, a two- storey
structure, perhaps used for observation, quarries and reservoirs.

To the northwest of the castrum, about 400m to the SE of the tower, a small ruined stone struc-
ture stands, whose date, function or nature are still not known. Excavation in this structure, which
began in May 10th, 2001 and continued for two months, revealed a square stone structure about
6.0m square; the interior was divided into three aisles by two transverse arches which protected
from attached piers. A slab extending across from the southern spring of the western arch to the
western wall indicated the existence of a sort of a shelf for carrying storage jars. Removal of col-
lapsed stones from the interior uncovered an underground cistern with a circular opening, 0.47m in
diameter. The walls of the cistern were covered with a thick layer of plaster. A cross with arrow
shaped triangles at the end of the arms was incised (raised relief) on the upper part of the plastered
south wall. Numerous late Umayyad pottery sherds were uncovered during the cleaning of the cistern
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‘Amman Citadel
Project Duration: 1/1 -31/12/2001
Project Director: Mohammad ‘Othman/ Department of Antiquities

‘Amman Citadel Restoration and Development Project

The Citadel is in the heart of ‘“Amman, and represents all the phases of occupation from the end of
the Chalcolithic period up to the present. The occupation of the city was continuous. The city has
been built and rebuilt several times since the Middle Bronze period, and has been the witness to po-
litical and historical upheavals during the millennia. The hill of the Citadel consists of three terraces,
but only two survive to the present, the lower one in the eastern part of the hill is occupied by mod-
ern structures. The upper terrace in the northern part is characterized by the (Islamic) Umayyad
structures of the Governor's palace and the Mosque. The Roman complex of the Temple of Hercules
is situated in its southern part. The development of this project can be divided into three areas of
study: the gate, the east wall, and the southeast tower.

The eastern gate:

This gate is situated in the center of the Citadel and dates back to the late Roman period. Its resto-
ration was based on a series of proportional studies.

The gate has an opening of 1.45m. A movable wooden gate was planned in order to protect the
opening. Wood, as a natural material was chosen, since this is only a temporary protection of the
opening.

The east wall:

The east wall is featured by several strat-
ified phases, and the restoration project
clarified the reading of those phases, ac-
cording to historical and structural aspects.

The north side of the modern road inter-
rupts the wall while the wall continues on the [
other side of the road. The restoration aims at |
showing this interruption by the reconstruc- £+
tion of the structural section.

The southeast tower:

The quadrangular corner tower was b
originally superimposed on a rounded base-
ment, which has been partially destroyed.
The quadrangular tower was badly dam-
aged and it had collapsed towards the east.

The restoration included the rounded ;.
basement with a partial reconstruction in e

the historical background. After restorsion

11




‘Amman District Munjazat

Nymphaeum
Project Duration: 1/1-31/12/2001
Project Director : Shan Tesy.

Restoration and Preservation of the Nym-
phaeum.

The site is known as the Nymphaeum or
Roman Bath, but some researchers describe it
as a Basilica or palace. The Nymphaeum is lo- %
cated in the middle of ‘Amman, the capital city '-
of Jordan.

Achievements of this season are as follows :

- Completing the rest of the wooden part of the 4
stage in the first level. ;

- Fixing part of the cornice of the first level in
the northern part of the site.

- Completing restoration and preservation in
the penetrating vault in the first level.

- Building wooden beams in the dangerous
part of the site.

- Exhibiting objects in a showroom on the |
site.

- Preparing signs that include information
about ongoing excavations.

- Establishing pathways to guide visitors
around the site.

- Continuing preservation of the site.

10
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Az-Zara
Project Duration: 22/4-15/11/2001

Director: Sa‘ed Hadidi/ Department of An-

tiquities

Excavations in az-Zara (Preservation & Restoration)
Az-7ara is located on the eastern shore of

the Dead Sea, on the main road that connects

the middle Ghors with the southern Ghors,
which is known as the Sultanic Highway.

Az-Zara was mentioned in the mosaic map of Madaba by the name "Therma kallirhoe", which
means the "hot baths". On the map, it was represented with three pools surrounded by palm trees.
The baths were built in the Hellenistic period (Greek-Roman) and re-used in the Roman and Byzan-
tine periods.

Many travelers and researchers have described az-Zara since 1961. It was studied during the re-
cent archaeological survey of the eastern shores of the Dead Sea in the framework of the project for
tourist development of this eastern shore of the Dead Sea. As a result of the survey, the Department
of Antiquities conducted archaeological excavation in the Marsa area, where architectural elements,
such as walls and rooms that represent parts of the Roman Harbour were uncovered.

This season of excavation continued with uncovering the harbour building, the villa, the main
villa entrance and the pools inside the structure. The pools provided the villa with water from hot
springs. After- the excavation season, restoration and preservation works were conducted on the
west walls and buildings of the sites, which are more apt to be destroyed by weather conditions,
heat, and humidity. The site needs further continuous preservation, as it is a part of the tourist devel-
opment project.

*

Part of the Roman Harbour
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Baptism site

Project duration : 1/1-31/12/2001

Project Director: Dr.Mohammad Waheeb /Department of Antiquities
Excavation Works at the Baptism site

Bethany Beyond the Jordan is a famous site located 8 km north of the Dead Sea on the eastern
Bank of Jordan River in the area of Ghawr al-Kafrayn.

In the al-Kharrar Valley, a team from the Department of Antiquities had identified the active

spring still running in the valley, which was called by pilgrims and travellers as John the Baptist's
spring.

Based on the previous explorations, several architectural remains were discovered and dated to
the Roman and Byzantine periods, from the first century till the sixth century. The site continued to
be used in the Islamic era, especially during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods.

Political instability in the area from the 10 th to the 18 th century affected the site and its devel-
opment , even though the pilgrims and travelers continued their pilgrimage to the site. After estab-
lishing the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, the first Director General L. Harding visited the
site during 1919. This visit represented the first step toward more interest and efforts to excavate
and develop this important site.

Later on during 1932, the French scholar Abel visited the site and described the architectural re-
mains and its importance in relation to the Jordan River. Jordanian archaeologists Kh. Yassine, and
M. Ibrahim, visited the site during 1975 and dated the remains to the Roman and Byzantine periods.

In the 2001 season , test trenches were conducted at several locations in the area to identify the
historical sequences of the site. Comprehensive excavations at Tall al-Kharrar and around the
church of the River Jordan revealed many important discoveries in the area, especially at Tall al-
Kharrar which continued to be used until the Byzantine period. The discovery of the remains can be
summarized as follows:

- More black marble steps were revealed with the same size and shape,and which ended with a flat
marble slab measuring 1X1m. This staircase connected the church with the Jordan River. The ex-
cavation exposed part of the north and south walls of the staircase. The marble steps represent an
important architectural discovery, as the construction design reflects the important events which
were happening in this area, probably in the 4 th -6 th centuries AD.

- The water table at the excavation area made the progress of the work very difficult. Many pottery
sherds were discovered in the area and are dated to the Byzantine period.

- As for Tall al-Kharrar, the systematic excavations in the western side near the valley revealed the
presence of Roman and Byzantine pottery sherds and mosaic tesserae , but no architectural re-
mains were found.

The results of the 2001 season give more evidence representing the importance of the site during
the Roman and Byzantine periods. More efforts are urgently needed to expose the buried remains
which were affected by the running water of the Jordan River and the spring.
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Baptism Site

Project Duration: since 1998

Project Director: Rostum Mkhjian/
Department of Antiquities

Restoration and Preservation Works at
the Baptism Site

The site is located in al-Kafrayn re-
gion, east of the River Jordan, 8 km north
of the Dead Sea, about 50 km from
‘Amman.

View of the Basilica from east / before work .
John the Baptist church area

The site contains many important archaeological monuments, such as the church of John the
Baptist, and Elijah s tall, both of which are connected by John the Baptist's spring on Wadi al-
Kharrar. This wadi extends 2 km long and runs westwards to meet the River Jordan. Along this
beautiful and holy valley exist the remains of a caravanserai, a large archaeological pool, hermit
cells, monasteries, and the site of Mary the Egyptian. The site is situated about 350-400m below sea
level. This site, which was discovered only a few years ago, received worldwide attention because
of its archaeological and religious importance. The remains date back to Roman, Byzantine, and
Umayyad periods. Greek orthodox monks also dwelled in the area until the 20th century. Bethany Be-
yond the Jordan is surrounded by many important sites such as, Livias (Tall ar-Rama), Tall Nimrin, Tall
al-Hamam, and others, and is considered one of the most important stations on the Christian pilgrim
route because it is the place where Jesus was baptized.

The aim of the conservation works was to preserve the site from both human and natural risks

(threats).

The most important achievements were as follows:

-Installing sand dykes to protect the John the Baptist church area from the floods of both the River
Jordan, and the spring .

-Digging a trench, about 40 meters long, to transfer accumulated rainwater, and ground water with
high salinity and acidity from the lowest discovered remains toward the river to the south.

-Constant maintenance of all discovered sites, especially mosaic floors, plaster, and the water system.

-Conservation of the newly discovered sites.

-Creating new job opportunities for residents of the local community, training and making them
aware of the importance of our heritage.

-As for developmental works, it was essential to connect all discovered archaeological sites through
1.2 meter-wide paths, to enable the visitors to enjoy all discovered sites without causing any physi-
cal harm.

&

helter over the john
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